
 
 

1 
 
 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE AND CANNABIS ADMINISTRATION 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE AND CANNABIS BOARD 

 
NOTICE OF FOURTH EMERGENCY RULEMAKING 

 
The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Board (“Board”), pursuant to the authority set forth in 
D.C. Official Code § 25-351(a), hereby gives notice of its adoption of the following emergency 
amendments to section 311 (Langdon Park Moratorium Zone) of chapter 3 (Limitations on 
Licenses) of title 23 (Alcoholic Beverages) of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations. 
 
This emergency rulemaking continues the Gateway Langdon Park Moratorium Zone (“LPMZ”). 
 
As background, the Board, on June 12, 2024, adopted the Langdon Park Moratorium Zone 
Notice of Emergency Rulemaking (“First Notice”), which continued the existing Langdon Park 
Moratorium Zone that had been in effect since 2017 while the Board considered whether to 
renew the moratorium and reviewed public comment on the matter.  The notice was posted to the 
website of the Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration (“ABCA”) on June 12, 2024.  
  
On October 9, 2024, the Board adopted the Gateway/Langdon Park Moratorium Zone Notice of 
Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking. This rulemaking superseded the emergency rulemaking 
that the Board adopted on June 12, 2024, and renamed the moratorium zone to the 
Gateway/Langdon Park Moratorium, renewed the moratorium for three years, maintained the cap 
of three permitted licenses for Retailer Class CN/DN (Nightclubs), lifted the cap on Retailer 
Class CX/DX (Multipurpose Facilities) and removed the prohibition on entertainment 
endorsements for Retailer Class CR/DR (Restaurants) and CT/DT (Taverns).  The notice was 
published on ABCA’s website on October 9, 2024. 
 
On February 5, 2025, the Board adopted a Notice of Second Emergency and Proposed 
Rulemaking (“Second Notice”), which replaced the prior verbal description of the moratorium 
zone area with a map to ensure clarity as to the reach of the proposed moratorium zone.  The 
notice was published in the District of Columbia Register on June 6, 2025, at 72 DCR 6517. 
 
On June 4, 2025, adopted a Notice the Third Emergency Rulemaking, which kept the emergency 
rules adopted in the Second Notice in place while the emergency rules underwent continued 
review.  The notice was published on ABCA’s website on June 4, 2025. 
 
On July 5, 2025, the Board voted to adopt proposed final rules to submit to the Council for its 
review and approval pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 25-211(b)(2).  On September 23, 2025, the 
Mayor transmitted the proposed final rules to the Council. 
 
On September 24, 2025, the Board voted 4-0, to adopt this Notice of Fourth Emergency 
Rulemaking, which maintains emergency rules adopted in the Third Notice while the emergency 
rules undergo Council review. The Board adopted these rules on an emergency basis to promote 
the health, safety, and welfare of the community, and preserve the status quo while the final 
rulemaking proceeds.  In particular, the Board originally adopted the Langdon Park Moratorium 
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Zone in 2017 because ABC-licensed establishments in the area contributed to litter, loud noise, 
and loss of parking availability on residential streets.  At present, many of those concerns remain, 
as evidenced by the testimony provided at the public hearing. Therefore, the Board finds it 
appropriate to continue the moratorium on an emergency basis while the rules are undergoing 
review by the Council.  A description of the public comment on the moratorium, the Board’s 
responses to the public comment, and the basis for imposing the moratorium may be found in the 
Second Notice. 
 
These emergency rules will remain in effect for one hundred and twenty (120) days, expiring 
Thursday, January 22, 2025, unless earlier amended or superseded by a final rulemaking.  
 
Section 311, LANGDON PARK MORATORIUM ZONE, of Chapter 3, LIMITATIONS 
ON LICENSES, of Title 23 DCMR, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, is amended to read as 
follows: 
 
311 GATEWAY/LANGDON PARK MORATORIUM ZONE 
 
311.1  The number of retailer’s licenses class CN and DN permitted in the 

Gateway/Langdon Park Moratorium Zone, which extends approximately six 
hundred feet (600 ft.) in all directions from 2135 Queens Chapel Road, N.E., as 
specifically depicted in § 311.3, shall not exceed three (3).  

 
311.2 On-premises retailer’s licenses, class CN and DN, in the Gateway/Langdon Park 

Moratorium Zone shall be prohibited from expanding their licensed premises to 
adjacent properties or lots, except for the purpose of increasing onsite parking. 

 
311.3  The Gateway/Langdon Park Moratorium Zone is specifically described as the area 

bounded by the line on the following map, which extends approximately six 
hundred feet (600 ft.) in all directions from Ekho Events, Inc., t/a Echostage, 
ABRA License No. 090250, holder of a Retailer’s Class CN License, located at 
2135 Queens Chapel Road, N.E., including portions of Adams Place, N.E., 
Queens Chapel Road, N.E., Bladensburg Road, N.E., 24th Place, N.E. and 25th 
Place, N.E. 
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For assistance with reading or reviewing this map, please contact ABCA at 202-
442-4423 or abca.director@dc.gov. 

 
311.4 A proposed or existing licensed establishment shall be deemed within the 

moratorium zone described in this section if any portion of a property line of the 
premises falls within the area bound by the line or touches the line drawn in § 
311.3.  The moratorium zone does not include any area or property located 
entirely outside the boundary lines. 

 
311.5 Any license application may be subject to additional review and measurement by 

the Board or ABCA to determine if the moratorium is applicable.   
 
311.6 All hotels, whether present or future, shall be exempt from the Gateway/Langdon 

Park Moratorium Zone. 
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311.7 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of 
ownership of a retailer’s license class CN or DN within the Gateway/Langdon 
Park Moratorium Zone subject to the requirements of Title 25 of the D.C. Official 
Code and this title. 

 
311.9 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of a 

license from an existing location within the Gateway/Langdon Park Moratorium 
Zone to a new location within the Gateway/Langdon Park Moratorium Zone. 

 
311.10 A license holder outside the Gateway/Langdon Park Moratorium Zone shall not 

be permitted to transfer its license to a location within the Gateway/Langdon Park 
Moratorium Zone if the transfer would result in more than three (3) class CN and 
DN licenses in the Gateway/Langdon Park Moratorium Zone. 

 
311.11 Nothing in this section shall prohibit a valid protest of any transfer or change of 

license class. 
 
311.12 The moratorium imposed by this section shall have a prospective effect and shall 

not apply to any license granted before the effective date of this section or to any 
application for licensure pending on the effective date of this section. 

 
311.13 This section shall expire three (3) years after the date of publication of the notice 

of final rulemaking in District of Columbia Register.  
 
Copies of this rulemaking can be obtained by contacting ABCA.Records@dc.gov. Alcoholic 
Beverage and Cannabis Administration, 899 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 4200-A, 
Washington, D.C. 20002. The rulemaking is also available on the agency’s website.  Persons 
with questions concerning the rulemaking should contact Jonathan Berman, General Counsel, at 
202-442-4448 or email abca.legal@dc.gov.  
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