
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

1

                DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                      + + + + +
          ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
                      + + + + +
                       MEETING

IN THE MATTER OF:        :
                         :
Allure Lounge, LLC       :
t/a Allure Lounge        :
711 H Street NE          : Protest
Retailer CT - ANC 6C     : Hearing (Status)
License No. 108303       :
Case #19-PRO-00131       :
                         :
(Application to Renew the:
License)                 :

                      Wednesday
                   March 11, 2020

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N.W.,
Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Donovan We. Anderson, presiding.

PRESENT:
DONOVAN W. ANDERSON, Chairperson
BOBBY CATO, JR., Member
RAFI ALIYA CROCKETT, Member
EDWARD S. GRANDIS, Member
JENI HANSEN, Member
JAMES SHORT, JR., Member
REMA WAHABZADAH, Member
ALSO PRESENT:
ZERIMUN AMENTE, Applicant
JOEL KELTY, ANC 6C
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1                 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                           10:07 a.m.

3             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  The next case

4 on our calendar is Case No. 19-PRO-00131, Allure

5 Lounge, License No. 108303.  Will the parties

6 please approach and identify themselves for the

7 record please?

8             (Pause.)

9             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  We'll start

10 with the licensee.  State your name for the

11 record please.

12             MR. AMENTE:  First name Zerimun, last

13 name Amente.

14             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Mr. Amente. 

15 The protestant?

16             MR. KELTY:  My name is Joel Kelty, and

17 I am a commissioner in ANC 6C representing the

18 ANC.

19             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Good morning,

20 Mr. Kelty.  All right.  Are there any preliminary

21 matters in this case?

22             No?  All right.  This matter is

23 scheduled for a Protest Hearing on April the 8th

24 at 4:30 p.m.  Do you both understand the protest

25 instructions that I previously issued to the
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1 other establishment, or do you want me to read

2 that in full, those instructions?

3             MR. KELTY:  We understand the

4 information previously provided.

5             MR. AMENTE:  Yes.  I heard it, too.

6             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Meaning seven

7 days before the hearing, you need to if there's

8 no settlement agreement, you need to exchange

9 documents and witnesses.  And if you have any

10 questions in how this process works, please do

11 not hesitate to contact Ms. April Randall at 202-

12 442-4353.

13             And as I've stated, I prefer

14 settlement agreements because it's your

15 neighborhood.  Whatever decision if you're able

16 to come up with a settlement agreement, at least

17 both sides will be happy because at the end of

18 the day, whatever decision is made by the Board,

19 the establishment is still going to be there, and

20 you're still going to live in the neighborhood.

21             So if it can be settled, settle it. 

22 If not, I will see you on April the 8th at 1:30,

23 and the Board will make a decision of you.

24             MR. KELTY:  All right.

25             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Have a good
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1 day.

2             MR. AMENTE:  Can I ask a question?

3             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes.

4             MR. AMENTE:  When you say a witness,

5 what do you mean by witness?

6             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  I'm sorry, sir?

7             MR. AMENTE:  When you said a witness,

8 what do you mean by you say?

9             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Well you're

10 trying to renew your license so therefore, you

11 need to come and say why is it that the

12 protestant is wrong.  So if you have supporters,

13 if you have documents, you need to disclose it.

14             So you have to put a case on to say

15 why is it that you're a good operator and why the

16 Board should renew your license.  And so if you

17 have any supporters who wants to come here and

18 testify on your behalf to say that you're a good

19 operator, or any documents, then you need to --

20 you need to exchange those documents seven days.

21             This is what I'll do, sir.  Write this

22 number down, sir.  Get a piece of paper and write

23 this number down.  Ms. April Randall's number,

24 202-442-4353.  Please give a call to Ms. Randall,

25 202-442-4353.  April Randall.  You have the
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1 number?

2             MR. AMENTE:  Yes.

3             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Give her a

4 call.  She will walk you through the process.  If

5 you don't understand what needs to be done, give

6 her a call.

7             And I'm going to say this to you, sir,

8 or to both parties.  If we have this Protest

9 Hearing and on April 8th either party says that I

10 did not know, I didn't understand, I'm not going

11 to be happy because I've said you contact Ms.

12 Randall, she will walk you through the process. 

13 Anything you don't understand, she will explain

14 to you.  Okay?

15             MR. AMENTE:  Okay.

16             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Have a great

17 day.

18             MR. KELTY:  Thank you.

19             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you very

20 much.

21             (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

22 went off the record at 10:11 a.m.)

23

24

25



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

6

A
a.m 2:2 5:22
able 3:15
above-entitled 5:21
agreement 3:8,16
agreements 3:14
Alcoholic 1:2,13,14
ALIYA 1:19
Allure 1:6,6 2:4
Amente 1:23 2:12,13,14

3:5 4:2,4,7 5:2,15
ANC 1:7,23 2:17,18
Anderson 1:15,18 2:3,9

2:14,19 3:6,25 4:3,6,9
5:3,16,19

Applicant 1:23
Application 1:9
approach 2:6
April 2:23 3:11,22 4:23

4:25 5:9

B
behalf 4:18
Beverage 1:2,13,14
Board 1:2,13 3:18,23

4:16
BOBBY 1:18
Building 1:14

C
calendar 2:4
call 4:24 5:4,6
case 1:8 2:3,4,21 4:14
CATO 1:18
Chairperson 1:15,18

2:3,9,14,19 3:6,25 4:3
4:6,9 5:3,16,19

COLUMBIA 1:1
come 3:16 4:11,17
commissioner 2:17
contact 3:11 5:11
Control 1:2,13,14
CROCKETT 1:19
CT 1:7

D
D.C 1:15
day 3:18 4:1 5:17
days 3:7 4:20
decision 3:15,18,23
disclose 4:13
DISTRICT 1:1
documents 3:9 4:13,19

4:20
Donovan 1:15,18

E

EDWARD 1:19
either 5:9
establishment 3:1,19
exchange 3:8 4:20
explain 5:13

F
First 2:12
full 3:2

G
give 4:24 5:3,5
GRANDIS 1:19

H
H 1:7
HANSEN 1:20
happy 3:17 5:11
heard 3:5
hearing 1:7,14 2:23 3:7

5:9
hesitate 3:11

I
identify 2:6
information 3:4
instructions 2:25 3:2
issued 2:25

J
JAMES 1:20
JENI 1:20
Joel 1:23 2:16
JR 1:18,20

K
Kelty 1:23 2:16,16,20

3:3,24 5:18

L
license 1:8,10 2:5 4:10

4:16
licensee 2:10
live 3:20
LLC 1:6
Lounge 1:6,6 2:5

M
March 1:12
matter 1:5 2:22 5:21
matters 2:21
mean 4:5,8
Meaning 3:6
MEETING 1:3
Member 1:18,19,19,20

1:20,21
met 1:14
morning 2:19

N
N.W 1:14
name 2:10,12,13,16
NE 1:7
need 3:7,8 4:11,13,19

4:20
needs 5:5
neighborhood 3:15,20
number 4:22,23,23 5:1

O
operator 4:15,19

P
P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2:1
p.m 2:24
paper 4:22
parties 2:5 5:8
party 5:9
Pause 2:8
piece 4:22
please 2:6,7,11 3:10

4:24
prefer 3:13
preliminary 2:20
PRESENT 1:17,22
presiding 1:15
previously 2:25 3:4
process 3:10 5:4,12
protest 1:7 2:23,24 5:8
protestant 2:15 4:12
provided 3:4
put 4:14

Q
question 4:2
questions 3:10

R
RAFI 1:19
Randall 3:11 4:24,25

5:12
Randall's 4:23
read 3:1
record 2:7,11 5:22
Reeves 1:14
REMA 1:21
renew 1:9 4:10,16
representing 2:17
Retailer 1:7
Room 1:14

S
S 1:19
says 5:9
scheduled 2:23

settle 3:21
settled 3:21
settlement 3:8,14,16
seven 3:6 4:20
SHORT 1:20
sides 3:17
sir 4:6,21,22 5:7
sorry 4:6
start 2:9
State 2:10
stated 3:13
Status 1:7
Street 1:7,14
Suite 1:15
supporters 4:12,17

T
t/a 1:6
testify 4:18
Thank 5:18,19
trying 4:10

U
understand 2:24 3:3

5:5,10,13

V

W
W 1:18
WAHABZADAH 1:21
walk 5:4,12
wants 4:17
Washington 1:15
Wednesday 1:11
went 5:22
witness 4:4,5,7
witnesses 3:9
works 3:10
write 4:21,22
wrong 4:12

X

Y

Z
Zerimun 1:23 2:12

0

1
1:30 3:22
10:07 2:2
10:11 5:22
108303 1:8 2:5
11 1:12
14th 1:14



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

7

19-PRO-00131 1:8 2:4

2
2000 1:14
20009 1:15
202- 3:11
202-442-4353 4:24,25
2020 1:12

3

4
4:30 2:24
400S 1:15
442-4353 3:12

5

6
6C 1:7,23 2:17

7
711 1:7

8
8th 2:23 3:22 5:9



 

 

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript 

 

In the matter of: 

 

Before: 

 

Date: 

 

Place: 

 

was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under 

my direction; further, that said transcript is a 

true and accurate record of the proceedings. 

 

 
     

     ----------------------- 
Court Reporter 

8

Allure Lounge

DCABRA

03-11-20

Washington, DC


