
Visit the Metropolitan 
Police Department 

(MPD) to apply for your 
Police Clearance.

Contact all District 
agencies outlined in the 
ABC License Application 
to learn requirements.

Want an alcoholic 
beverage license for 
your new business?

Check your location 
for licensing 

restrictions. Ensure it’s 
commercially zoned 

before signing a lease.

Start by reviewing an 
ABC License Application 

(available online).

ABC LICENSE ROADMAP 

2000 14th St., NW, Suite 400 South, Washington, DC 20009  / www.abra.dc.gov / abc@dc.gov / 202-442-4423

CONTINUE

FOR 
LEASE

1 1 0 0
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Check the 405.1 box on the 
ABC License Application 

if you can’t get your 
Certificate of Occupancy 

and Basic Business License 
right away from DCRA.

Pay any debts to the District 
at the Office of Tax and 
Revenue (OTR). Obtain 

your Certificate of Clean 
Hands (available online) and 
Certificate of Registration.

Apply for all certificates, 
articles and documents 

outlined in the ABC License 
Application at the 

Department of Consumer 
and Regulatory
 Affairs (DCRA).

NOTICE:	  The	  District	  of	  Columbia	  will	  provide	  the	  appropriate	  services	  and	  auxiliary	  aids,	  including	  sign	  language	  interpreters,	  whenever	  necessary	  to	  ensure	  effective	  
communication	  with	  members	   of	   the	   public	  who	   are	   deaf,	   hearing	   impaired	   or	  who	   have	   other	   disabilities	   affecting	   communications.	   Requests	   for	   services	   and	  
auxiliary	  aids	  should	  be	  made	  at	  least	  ten	  days	  prior	  to	  any	  scheduled	  hearing.	  Please	  notify	  the	  ADA	  Coordinator	  at	  (202)	  442-‐4423.	  
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
ALCOHOLIC	  BEVERAGE	  LICENSE	  APPLICATION	  INSTRUCTIONS	  
	  
The	  following	  instructions	  are	  intended	  for	  manufacturer,	  wholesaler	  and	  retailer	  applicants	  for	  alcoholic	  beverage	  licenses	  in	  the	  
District	  of	  Columbia.	  	  
	  
GENERAL	  APPLICATION	  INSTRUCTIONS	  
• The	  term	  “applicant”,	  referenced	  in	  question	  9	  of	  this	  application,	  designates	  the	  person	  in	  whose	  name	  the	  license	  will	  be	  

issued	  if	  the	  application	  is	  approved.	  An	  applicant	  can	  designate	  another	  individual	  to	  pick	  up	  the	  license;	  however,	  the	  
applicant	  must	  submit	  written	  authorization	  to	  the	  Alcoholic	  Beverage	  Regulation	  Administration	  (ABRA).	  

• An	  applicant	  must	  be	  at	  least	  21	  years	  of	  age	  and	  provide	  a	  valid	  government	  issued	  form	  of	  identification.	  
• Applications	  must	  be	  submitted	  in	  person.	  File	  two	  copies	  of	  the	  application.	  
• Applications	  will	  only	  be	  accepted	  when	  all	  information	  is	  provided.	  	  
• Attach	  extra	  documents	  if	  necessary.	  Print	  your	  name	  on	  the	  top	  of	  each	  document.	  Write	  “see	  attachment”	  on	  the	  form.	  	  
	  
LICENSE	  CATEGORIES	  AND	  TYPES	  
An	  applicant	  may	  apply	  for	  the	  following	  license	  categories	  and	  types	  (see	  questions	  1-‐3	  of	  the	  application):	  
• Manufacturer	  Class	  A:	  Permits	  the	  production	  of	  spirits	  and	  wine	  (wine	  includes	  cider).	  
• Manufacturer	  Class	  B:	  Permits	  the	  production	  of	  beer.	  
• Manufacturer	  Class	  C:	  Permits	  the	  production	  of	  baked	  goods	  with	  a	  maximum	  of	  5	  percent	  of	  alcohol	  per	  volume.	  
• Wholesaler	  Class	  A:	  Permits	  the	  distribution	  and	  sale	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine.	  
• Wholesaler	  Class	  B:	  Permits	  the	  distribution	  and	  sale	  of	  beer	  and	  wine.	  
• Off-‐premises	  Retailer	  Class	  A:	  Permits	  the	  sale	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine	  for	  consumption	  off	  the	  licensed	  premises.	  
• Off-‐premises	  Retailer	  Class	  B:	  Permits	  the	  sale	  of	  beer	  and	  wine	  for	  consumption	  off	  the	  licensed	  premises.	  
• On-‐premises	  Retailer	  Class	  C:	  Permits	  the	  sale,	  service,	  and	  consumption	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine	  at	  a	  restaurant,	  tavern,	  

nightclub,	  hotel,	  and	  multipurpose	  facility.	  	  	  
• On-‐premises	  Retailer	  Class	  D:	  Permits	  the	  sale,	  service,	  and	  consumption	  of	  beer	  and	  wine	  at	  a	  restaurant,	  tavern,	  nightclub,	  

hotel,	  and	  multipurpose	  facility.	  
• Club	  Class	  C:	  Permits	  consumption	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine	  at	  a	  club.	  
• Club	  Class	  D:	  Permits	  consumption	  of	  beer	  and	  wine	  at	  a	  club.	  
• Common	  Carrier	  Class	  C:	  Permits	  the	  sale,	  service,	  and	  consumption	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine	  on	  a	  passenger	  carrying	  train	  or	  

boat.	  
• Common	  Carrier	  Class	  D:	  Permits	  the	  sale,	  service,	  and	  consumption	  of	  beer	  and	  wine	  on	  a	  passenger	  carrying	  train	  or	  boat.	  

	  
ENDORSEMENT	  AND	  PERMIT	  TYPES	  
An	  applicant	  may	  apply	  for	  the	  following	  endorsements	  and	  permits	  (see	  questions	  4-‐5	  of	  the	  application):	  
• Entertainment	  Endorsement:	  There	  are	  three	  different	  types	  of	  entertainment	  endorsement	  categories	  that	  allow	  a	  licensee	  to	  

either	  provide	  live	  entertainment,	  dancing,	  or	  charge	  a	  cover.	  Restaurants,	  taverns,	  and	  hotels	  that	  want	  to	  provide	  
entertainment,	  dancing,	  or	  charge	  a	  cover	  can	  apply	  for	  one,	  two,	  or	  all	  three	  endorsement	  categories.	  

• Summer	  Garden	  or	  Sidewalk	  Café	  Endorsement:	  Allows	  a	  manufacturer	  holding	  an	  on-‐site	  sales	  and	  consumption	  permit,	  
restaurant,	  tavern,	  multipurpose	  facility,	  hotel,	  or	  nightclub	  to	  sell,	  serve,	  and	  allow	  the	  consumption	  of	  alcoholic	  beverages	  on	  
outdoor	  private	  or	  public	  space.	  

• Tasting	  Permit:	  Allows	  a	  manufacturer	  or	  retailer	  to	  provide	  customers	  with	  a	  tasting	  of	  products	  on	  a	  portion	  of	  their	  licensed	  
premises.	  

• Brew	  Pub	  Permit:	  Allows	  a	  licensee	  to	  brew	  beer	  on	  or	  adjacent	  to	  the	  premises	  and	  to	  sell	  the	  beer	  for	  consumption	  at	  a	  
licensed	  restaurant,	  tavern,	  multipurpose	  facility,	  hotel,	  or	  nightclub.	  Also	  allows	  the	  licensee	  to	  sell	  the	  beer	  to	  wholesalers.	  

• Wine	  Pub	  Permit:	  Allows	  a	  licensee	  to	  manufacture	  wine	  on	  or	  adjacent	  to	  the	  premises	  and	  to	  sell	  the	  wine	  for	  consumption	  at	  
a	  licensed	  restaurant,	  tavern,	  multipurpose	  facility,	  hotel,	  or	  nightclub.	  Also	  allows	  the	  licensee	  to	  sell	  the	  wine	  to	  wholesalers.	  

• 	  



Endorsements: Sidewalk Café 

Hours of Operation 

 Operation Sales  
Sunday: 7 am – 12 am 10 am – 12 am 
Monday: 7 am – 12 am 8 am – 12 am 
Tuesday: 7 am – 12 am 8 am – 12 am 
Wednesday: 7 am – 12 am 8 am – 12 am 
Thursday: 7 am – 12 am 8 am – 12 am 
Friday: 7 am – 1 am 8 am – 1 am 
Saturday: 7 am – 1 am 8 am – 1 am 
 

Sidewalk Café Hours of Operation 

Total Capacity: 15 

Total Number of Sidewalk Cafés: 1 

 Operation Sales  
Sunday: 7 am – 12 am 10 am – 12 am 
Monday: 7 am – 12 am 8 am – 12 am 
Tuesday: 7 am – 12 am 8 am – 12 am 
Wednesday: 7 am – 12 am 8 am – 12 am 
Thursday: 7 am – 12 am 8 am – 12 am 
Friday: 7 am – 1 am 8 am – 12 am 
Saturday: 7 am – 1 am 8 am – 12 am 
 

Expiration Date: 3/31/2016 
You will be billed annually for any balance due. 

ABC LICENSE

Complete your ABRA 
regulatory inspection.

Your ABC license can be 
issued once you receive 

your Basic Business 
License and Certificate of 
Occupancy from DCRA.

No protest? 

Your application is ready 
for ABC Board review.

Post both placards 
for 45 days.

The community can 
protest your application. 
A protest would need to 
be resolved before the 
ABC Board can review 

your application.

Adding a sidewalk café?

Visit the District Department 
of Transportation (DDOT) to 
obtain a Public Space Permit 

and Certificate of Use.

Once your application 
is complete, placard 

notices will be issued.

Bring your ABC License 
Application packet 

to the Alcoholic 
Beverage Regulation 

Administration (ABRA).

RESTAURANT

1 1 0 0

NOTICE:	  The	  District	  of	  Columbia	  will	  provide	  the	  appropriate	  services	  and	  auxiliary	  aids,	  including	  sign	  language	  interpreters,	  whenever	  necessary	  to	  ensure	  effective	  
communication	  with	  members	   of	   the	   public	  who	   are	   deaf,	   hearing	   impaired	   or	  who	   have	   other	   disabilities	   affecting	   communications.	   Requests	   for	   services	   and	  
auxiliary	  aids	  should	  be	  made	  at	  least	  ten	  days	  prior	  to	  any	  scheduled	  hearing.	  Please	  notify	  the	  ADA	  Coordinator	  at	  (202)	  442-‐4423.	  
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
ALCOHOLIC	  BEVERAGE	  LICENSE	  APPLICATION	  INSTRUCTIONS	  
	  
The	  following	  instructions	  are	  intended	  for	  manufacturer,	  wholesaler	  and	  retailer	  applicants	  for	  alcoholic	  beverage	  licenses	  in	  the	  
District	  of	  Columbia.	  	  
	  
GENERAL	  APPLICATION	  INSTRUCTIONS	  
• The	  term	  “applicant”,	  referenced	  in	  question	  9	  of	  this	  application,	  designates	  the	  person	  in	  whose	  name	  the	  license	  will	  be	  

issued	  if	  the	  application	  is	  approved.	  An	  applicant	  can	  designate	  another	  individual	  to	  pick	  up	  the	  license;	  however,	  the	  
applicant	  must	  submit	  written	  authorization	  to	  the	  Alcoholic	  Beverage	  Regulation	  Administration	  (ABRA).	  

• An	  applicant	  must	  be	  at	  least	  21	  years	  of	  age	  and	  provide	  a	  valid	  government	  issued	  form	  of	  identification.	  
• Applications	  must	  be	  submitted	  in	  person.	  File	  two	  copies	  of	  the	  application.	  
• Applications	  will	  only	  be	  accepted	  when	  all	  information	  is	  provided.	  	  
• Attach	  extra	  documents	  if	  necessary.	  Print	  your	  name	  on	  the	  top	  of	  each	  document.	  Write	  “see	  attachment”	  on	  the	  form.	  	  
	  
LICENSE	  CATEGORIES	  AND	  TYPES	  
An	  applicant	  may	  apply	  for	  the	  following	  license	  categories	  and	  types	  (see	  questions	  1-‐3	  of	  the	  application):	  
• Manufacturer	  Class	  A:	  Permits	  the	  production	  of	  spirits	  and	  wine	  (wine	  includes	  cider).	  
• Manufacturer	  Class	  B:	  Permits	  the	  production	  of	  beer.	  
• Manufacturer	  Class	  C:	  Permits	  the	  production	  of	  baked	  goods	  with	  a	  maximum	  of	  5	  percent	  of	  alcohol	  per	  volume.	  
• Wholesaler	  Class	  A:	  Permits	  the	  distribution	  and	  sale	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine.	  
• Wholesaler	  Class	  B:	  Permits	  the	  distribution	  and	  sale	  of	  beer	  and	  wine.	  
• Off-‐premises	  Retailer	  Class	  A:	  Permits	  the	  sale	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine	  for	  consumption	  off	  the	  licensed	  premises.	  
• Off-‐premises	  Retailer	  Class	  B:	  Permits	  the	  sale	  of	  beer	  and	  wine	  for	  consumption	  off	  the	  licensed	  premises.	  
• On-‐premises	  Retailer	  Class	  C:	  Permits	  the	  sale,	  service,	  and	  consumption	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine	  at	  a	  restaurant,	  tavern,	  

nightclub,	  hotel,	  and	  multipurpose	  facility.	  	  	  
• On-‐premises	  Retailer	  Class	  D:	  Permits	  the	  sale,	  service,	  and	  consumption	  of	  beer	  and	  wine	  at	  a	  restaurant,	  tavern,	  nightclub,	  

hotel,	  and	  multipurpose	  facility.	  
• Club	  Class	  C:	  Permits	  consumption	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine	  at	  a	  club.	  
• Club	  Class	  D:	  Permits	  consumption	  of	  beer	  and	  wine	  at	  a	  club.	  
• Common	  Carrier	  Class	  C:	  Permits	  the	  sale,	  service,	  and	  consumption	  of	  spirits,	  beer,	  and	  wine	  on	  a	  passenger	  carrying	  train	  or	  

boat.	  
• Common	  Carrier	  Class	  D:	  Permits	  the	  sale,	  service,	  and	  consumption	  of	  beer	  and	  wine	  on	  a	  passenger	  carrying	  train	  or	  boat.	  

	  
ENDORSEMENT	  AND	  PERMIT	  TYPES	  
An	  applicant	  may	  apply	  for	  the	  following	  endorsements	  and	  permits	  (see	  questions	  4-‐5	  of	  the	  application):	  
• Entertainment	  Endorsement:	  There	  are	  three	  different	  types	  of	  entertainment	  endorsement	  categories	  that	  allow	  a	  licensee	  to	  

either	  provide	  live	  entertainment,	  dancing,	  or	  charge	  a	  cover.	  Restaurants,	  taverns,	  and	  hotels	  that	  want	  to	  provide	  
entertainment,	  dancing,	  or	  charge	  a	  cover	  can	  apply	  for	  one,	  two,	  or	  all	  three	  endorsement	  categories.	  

• Summer	  Garden	  or	  Sidewalk	  Café	  Endorsement:	  Allows	  a	  manufacturer	  holding	  an	  on-‐site	  sales	  and	  consumption	  permit,	  
restaurant,	  tavern,	  multipurpose	  facility,	  hotel,	  or	  nightclub	  to	  sell,	  serve,	  and	  allow	  the	  consumption	  of	  alcoholic	  beverages	  on	  
outdoor	  private	  or	  public	  space.	  

• Tasting	  Permit:	  Allows	  a	  manufacturer	  or	  retailer	  to	  provide	  customers	  with	  a	  tasting	  of	  products	  on	  a	  portion	  of	  their	  licensed	  
premises.	  

• Brew	  Pub	  Permit:	  Allows	  a	  licensee	  to	  brew	  beer	  on	  or	  adjacent	  to	  the	  premises	  and	  to	  sell	  the	  beer	  for	  consumption	  at	  a	  
licensed	  restaurant,	  tavern,	  multipurpose	  facility,	  hotel,	  or	  nightclub.	  Also	  allows	  the	  licensee	  to	  sell	  the	  beer	  to	  wholesalers.	  

• Wine	  Pub	  Permit:	  Allows	  a	  licensee	  to	  manufacture	  wine	  on	  or	  adjacent	  to	  the	  premises	  and	  to	  sell	  the	  wine	  for	  consumption	  at	  
a	  licensed	  restaurant,	  tavern,	  multipurpose	  facility,	  hotel,	  or	  nightclub.	  Also	  allows	  the	  licensee	  to	  sell	  the	  wine	  to	  wholesalers.	  

• 	  

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

The following persons having standing to file an objection against a license 
pursuant to DC Official Code §25-601 are:
(1) An abutting property owner:

(2) A group of no fewer than 5 residents or property owners of the District 
sharing common grounds for their protest; provided, that in a moratorium zone 
established under §25-351 or in existence as of May 3, 2001, a group of no fewer 
than 3 residents or property owners of the District sharing common grounds for 
their protest;

(3) A citizen association incorporated under the laws of the District of Columbia 
located within the affected area; provided, that the following conditions are met:

(A) Membership in the citizens association is open to all residents of the area 
represented by the association; and,
(B) A resolution concerning the license application has been duly approved in 
accordance with the association’s articles of incorporation or bylaws at a duly 
called meeting, with notice of the meeting being given at least 10 days before 
the date of the meeting.

(4) An affected ANC;

(5) In the case of property owned by the District within a 600-foot radius of the 
establishment to be licensed, the Mayor;

(6) In the case of property owned by the United States within a 600-foot radius 
of the establishment to be licensed, the designated custodian of the property; or

(7) The Metropolitan Police Department District Commander, or his or her 
designee, in whose Police District the establishment resides.

NOTE: If the application is protested, the protestant(s) and the applicant are 
required to appear before the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board on the posted 
roll call hearing date. Either party may send a designated representative who 
must have written authorization at the time of the hearing.

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE REGULATION ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

The following persons having standing to file an objection against a license pursuant to DC Official Code §25-601 are:(1) An abutting property owner:

(2) A group of no fewer than 5 residents or property owners of the District sharing common grounds for their protest; provided, that in a moratorium zone established under §25-351 or in existence as of May 3, 2001, a group of no fewer than 3 residents or property owners of the District sharing common grounds for their protest;

(3) A citizen association incorporated under the laws of the District of Columbia located within the affected area; provided, that the following conditions are met:

(A) Membership in the citizens association is open to all residents of the area represented by the association; and,(B) A resolution concerning the license application has been duly approved in accordance with the association’s articles of incorporation or bylaws at a duly called meeting, with notice of the meeting being given at least 10 days before the date of the meeting.

(4) An affected ANC;

(5) In the case of property owned by the District within a 600-foot radius of the establishment to be licensed, the Mayor;

(6) In the case of property owned by the United States within a 600-foot radius of the establishment to be licensed, the designated custodian of the property; or

(7) The Metropolitan Police Department District Commander, or his or her designee, in whose Police District the establishment resides.

NOTE: If the application is protested, the protestant(s) and the applicant are required to appear before the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board on the posted roll call hearing date. Either party may send a designated representative who must have written authorization at the time of the hearing.

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIAALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE REGULATION ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

The following persons having standing to file an objection against a license pursuant to DC Official Code §25-601 are:(1) An abutting property owner:

(2) A group of no fewer than 5 residents or property owners of the District sharing common grounds for their protest; provided, that in a moratorium zone established under §25-351 or in existence as of May 3, 2001, a group of no fewer than 3 residents or property owners of the District sharing common grounds for their protest;

(3) A citizen association incorporated under the laws of the District of Columbia located within the affected area; provided, that the following conditions are met:

(A) Membership in the citizens association is open to all residents of the area represented by the association; and,(B) A resolution concerning the license application has been duly approved in accordance with the association’s articles of incorporation or bylaws at a duly called meeting, with notice of the meeting being given at least 10 days before the date of the meeting.

(4) An affected ANC;

(5) In the case of property owned by the District within a 600-foot radius of the establishment to be licensed, the Mayor;

(6) In the case of property owned by the United States within a 600-foot radius of the establishment to be licensed, the designated custodian of the property; or

(7) The Metropolitan Police Department District Commander, or his or her designee, in whose Police District the establishment resides.

NOTE: If the application is protested, the protestant(s) and the applicant are required to appear before the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board on the posted roll call hearing date. Either party may send a designated representative who must have written authorization at the time of the hearing.
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DCRA — 1100 4th St., SW, Washington, DC 20024 / www.dcra.dc.gov / dcra@dc.gov / 202-442-4400
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs

OTR — 1101 4th St., SW, Suite 270 West, Washington, DC 20024 / www.otr.cfo.dc.gov / 202-727-4829
Office of Tax and Revenue

MPD — 300 Indiana Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20001 / www.mpdc.dc.gov / mpd@dc.gov / 202-727-9099
Metropolitan Police Department

DDOT — 1100 4th St., SW, Washington, DC 20024 / www.ddot.dc.gov / ddot@dc.gov / 202-673-6813
District Department of Transportation

ABRA — 2000 14th St., NW, Suite 400 South, Washington, DC 20009 / www.abra.dc.gov / abc@dc.gov / 202-442-4423
Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration


