
· · · · · · · · · · DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
· · · · · · · · · · · · · + + + + +
· · · · · ·ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE AND CANNABIS BOARD
· · · · · · · · · · · · · + + + + +
· · · · · · · · · · · ROLL CALL HEARING

· 
· · ·-------------------------=
· · ·IN THE MATTER OF:· · · · :
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · :
· · ·A.I. Pop, LLC· · · · · · :
· · ·t/a A.i.Pop, LLC· · · · ·:
· · ·530 Penn Street NE· · · ·: Roll Call
· · ·Retailer CT - ANC 5D· · ·: Hearing
· · ·License No. 129775· · · ·:
· · ·Case #25-PRO-00119· · · ·:
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · :
· · ·(License Renewal)· · · · :
· · ·-------------------------=

· · · · · · · ·Monday
· · · · · · · ·December 15, 2025
· 

· · · · · · · ·The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Board
· · ·met via WebEx videoconference, LaVerne Fletcher,
· · ·Board's Agent, presiding.

· 
· · ·PRESENT:
· 
· · ·LAVERNE FLETCHER, ABC Board's Agent
· 
· · ·ALSO PRESENT:
· 
· · ·MATTHEW MINORA, Applicant Counsel
· · ·RAHSHEK ELLIS, Protestant
· · ·ALESSIA LABATE, Protestant
· · ·PRIYA SWYDEN, Protestant
· · ·IMANI HARPER, Protestant
· 

· 

· 

· 

· 
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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·10:36 a.m.

·3· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· The next case on the

·4· ·calendar is AI Pop, LLC.· Case Number 25-PRO-00119.

·5· · A.i. Pop, LLC, 530 Penn Street, Northeast.

·6· ·License Number ABRA-129775.· This is the retailer

·7· ·Class C Tavern for a License Renewal.

·8· · · · · · ·My name is LaVerne Fletcher conducting the

·9· ·roll call hearing as the Board's Agent.· The protest

10· ·issues are adverse impact on peace order and quiet,

11· ·residential parking and traffic.

12· · · · · · ·Is anyone present on behalf of the

13· ·Applicant?

14· · · · · · ·MR. MINORA:· Good morning, Ms. Fletcher.

15· · My name is Matthew Minora from Mallios O'Brien &

16· ·Sandground.· And we are a ABC licensed Counsel for

17· ·the Applicant.

18· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Mr. Minora, would you spell

19· ·the name of the firm please?

20· · · · · · ·MR. MINORA:· Sure.· Mallios

21· ·M-A-L-L-I-O-S O'Brien O'B-R-I-E-N & Sandground

22· ·S-A-N-D-G-R-O-U-N-D.

23· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Thank you.· Is Ms. Ellis

24· ·here?· Or Mr. Ellis.· On behalf of the group.

25· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· Yes.· This is Rahshek Ellis.
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·1· · My name is R-A-H-S-H-E-K, the last name is Ellis

·2· ·E-L-L-I-S.

·3· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Are there any other members

·4· ·from your group present today?

·5· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· I believe so.· I think we

·6· ·heard from at least one earlier.· So if other

·7· ·members of the Mo would speak up that would be great.

·8· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Okay.· Well if each person

·9· ·present from the group would state their name and

10· ·spell it for the record please.

11· · · · · · ·MS. LABATE:· Okay.· My name is Alessia

12· ·Labate.· It's A-L-E-S-S-I-A, last name, L-A-B, as

13· ·in Boy, A-T-E.

14· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Anyone else from the group

15· ·today?

16· · · · · · ·MS. SWYDEN:· Priya Swyden, P-R-I-Y-A S-W

17· ·--

18· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Excuse me.· Excuse me one

19· ·second.· Did you say P-R-Y-A?

20· · · · · · ·MS. SWYDEN:· P-R-I-Y-A.

21· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Okay.· What's the last

22· ·name?

23· · · · · · ·MS. SWYDEN:· S-W-Y-D, as in dog, E-N.

24· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Thank you.· Anyone else?

25· · · · · · ·MS. HARPER:· Hi, Imani I-M-A-N-I.
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·1· · · · · · ·(Long pause.)

·2· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Is that the first name?

·3· · · · · · ·MS. HARPER:· Yes.· Last name Harper

·4· ·H-A-R-P-E-R.

·5· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Thank you very much.· Is

·6· ·there anyone else?· Mr. Ellis, I count four members

·7· ·from your group prsent today, which means at least

·8· ·one other person not present today will need to show

·9· ·up for the status hearing.· That date will be

10· ·forthcoming.

11· · · · · · ·For the purpose of roll call, your group

12· ·is granted conditional standing.· The Board will

13· ·grant your group full standing at the status

14· ·hearing, but that one additional person will need

15· ·to appear or the protest may be dismissed because

16· ·the Board needs to see at least five people

17· ·in-person.· Any questions about that, Mr. Ellis?

18· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· Yes.· This is Rahshek Ellis

19· ·speaking.· Does it have to be someone who has

20· ·already signed on because there are some individuals

21· ·who did not sign on the protest but are sort of

22· ·interested in seeing this through?· How does that

23· ·work?

24· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· It has to be a person that

25· ·signed the protest letter.
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· Okay.

·2· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· And everyone present today

·3· ·signed the protest letter, yes?

·4· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· That is correct.

·5· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Thank you.· Okay.· So the

·6· ·group is granted conditional standing.· I'm going

·7· ·to give you the next available day for mediation.

·8· · The next available day is Thursday, January 22nd.

·9· · Any time between 10:30 and 1:30.· That's Thursday,

10· ·January 22nd.

11· · · · · · ·MR. MINORA:· Any time from 11:00 p.m. on

12· ·works for the Applicant.· Excuse me, 11:00 a.m.

13· ·onward works for the Applicant.

14· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Okay.· Well, what about

15· ·11:30 on January 22nd, would that work, Mr. Ellis?

16· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· That works for myself.· Yes.

17· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Just so that you know, only

18· ·you need to appear for the mediation, but you can

19· ·decide if you want other members of the group to

20· ·attend.· But only the designated representative

21· ·needs to appear.

22· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· Okay.· Thank you.

23· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· You're welcome.· Okay, so

24· ·mediation is set for January 22nd at 11:30 a.m.

25· ·Unless there are any other questions, I'll see you

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·then.· I'll send out the Webex invitation for the

·2· ·mediation.· And like I said, I'll send you the dates

·3· ·for the status and protest hearing following the

·4· ·roll call hearing.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· Excuse me, this is Rahshek

·6· ·Ellis again.· Question.· What should myself

·7· ·prepare for, for the mediation hearing?

·8· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Just come prepared to

·9· ·discuss the protest issues.

10· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· Okay.

11· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· So we will have read the

12· ·protest, however, I have already.· I'm sure Mr.

13· ·Minora has as well.· And so we'll discuss the

14· ·protest issues and see whether or not there is a

15· ·way to resolve those.· That's the purpose of the

16· ·mediation.· So there is nothing else you need to

17· ·do.

18· · · · · · ·MR. ELLIS:· Great, thank you.

19· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· You're very welcome.· Okay,

20· ·the roll call hearing in this matter is concluded.

21· · · · · · ·MR. MINORA:· Thank you, Ms. Fletcher.

22· · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· You're very welcome.

23· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

24· ·went off the record at 10:43 a.m.)
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

·4· ·my direction; further, that said transcript is a

·5· ·true and accurate record of the proceedings; and

·6· ·that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor

·7· ·employed by any of the parties to this action in

·8· ·which this matter was taken; and further that I am

·9· ·not a relative nor an employee of any of the parties

10· ·nor counsel employed by the parties, and I am not

11· ·financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

12· ·of the action.

13

14

15

16

17

18· ·_______________________

19· ·Sam Wojack
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