
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

In the Matter of: 

Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC 
t/a Le Diplomate 

Holder of a 
Retailer's Class CR License 

at premises r 
1601 14th Street, NW , 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

) 
. ) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

License No.: ABRA-088243 
Order No.: 2022-282 

Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC, t/a Le Diplomate, Licensee 

Sherene Joseph, Chairperson, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2F 

BEFORE: Donovan Anderson, Chairperson 
James Short, Member 
Bobby Cato, Member 
Rafi Crockett, Member 
Jeni Hansen, Member 
Edward S. Grandis, Member 

ORDER ON FIRST AMENDMENT TO SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

The official records of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (Board) reflect that 
Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC, t/a Le Diplomate (Licensee), and ANC 2F entered 
into a Settlement Agreement (Agreement), dated February 1, 2012, that governs the 
operations of the Licensee's establishment. This matter comes now before the Board to 
consider the Parties' First Amendment to Settlement Agreement (Amendment), dated 
June 1, 2022, in accordance with D.C. Official Code§ 25-446 (2001). 

The Amendment has been reduced to writing and has been properly executed and 
filed with the Board. The Licensee and Chairperson Sherene Joseph, on behalf of ANC 
2F, are signatories to the Amendment. 
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Accordingly, it is this 15th day of June 2022, ORDERED that: 

1. The above-referenced First Amendment to Settlement Agreement 
submitted by the parties to govern the operations of the Applicant's 
establishment is APPROVED and INCORPORATED as part of this 
Order; 

2. All terms and conditions of the original Settlement Agreement not 
amended by the First Amendment, shall remain in full force and effect; 
and 

3. Copies of this Order shall be sent to the Parties. 
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District of Columbia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 
~ ,s,oeoms.,m1os,ooc,,;-J 

~::::,?.:.t=.:, __ 
Donovan Anderson, Chairperson 

James Short, Member 

1

----- .Sigo•d ~• se,ml""°""·",...-----1 
---~-

Bobby Cato, Member 

1-~~;;;:~:::~;;;~:-1 
Key: b560e91845elt9e401615Se5c12ffilcc 

Jeni Hansen, Member c;:: eSigned ,ia SeamlessDocs.oo;.-----7 

~7~~~:~ 
Edward S. Grandis, Member 

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code§ 25-433(d)(l), any party adversely affected may file a Motion for 
Reconsideration of this decision within ten (10) days of service of this Order with the Alcoholic 
Beverage Regulation Administration, 2000 14th Street, N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, DC 20009. 

Also, pursuant to section II of the District of Columbia Administrative Procedure Act, Pub. L. 90-
614, 82 Stat. 1209, D.C. Official Code §2-510 (2001), and Rule 15 of the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals, any party adversely affected has the right to appeal this Order by filing a petition 
for review, within thilty (30) days of the date of service of this Order, with the District of 
Columbia Coult of Appeals, 430 E Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001; (202/879- 1010). 
However, the timely filing of a Motion for Reconsideration pursuant to 23 DCMR 
§1719.1 (2008) stays the time for filing a petition for review in the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals until the Board rules on the motion. See D.C. App. Rule 15(b) (2004). 
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT ("Agreement") is made on 
this 1st day of June 2022, by and between Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC t/a Le 
Diplomate ("Licensee"), at 1601 14th Street, NW, ABRA License No. 088243, and Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission 2F ("the ANC") (collectively, the "Parties"). This Amendment 
updates the Agreement dated February 1, 2012, and modified and approved by ABC Board 
Order No. 2012-097, dated March 14, 2012. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into the Agreement dated February 1, 2012, for a 
Retailer's Class C Restaurant ABC License at 1601 14th Street, NW, ABRA License No. 088243; 

WHEREAS, Section 3 of the Agreement limited Licensee's Sidewalk Cafe hours to 
Sunday - Thursday, 8:00am to 11 :00pm; and Friday 8: Saturday, 8:00am - 12:00am; 

WHEREAS, Section 5 of the Agreement erroneously refers to the Sidewalk Cafe as a 
Summer Garden in two locations; 

WHEREAS, Section 6 of the Agreement restricts Licensee's ability to offer 
Entertainment on days when the Establishment is open to the general public with the 
exception of New Year's Eve; 

WHEREAS, Licensee desires to: (1) extend the hours of its Sidewalk Cafe; (2) correct 
the references to a Summer Garden; and (3) have permission to offer Entertainment while the 
Establishment is open to the public; 

WHEREAS, Licensee filed an application to renew its License ("Renewal Application") 
and Petition to Ter,minate or Amend the Agreement ("Petition") on April 20, 2022; 

WHEREAS, the Parties request that the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board approve this 
First Amendment to the Voluntary Agreement conditioned upon the Licensee's compliance 
with the terms of this written Amendment and the previously executed Voluntary Agreement 
and Board Order and ABC License; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the recitals set forth above, it is mutually 
agreed by and between the undersigned Parties to amend the previously executed Agreement 
as follows: 

1. Recitals Incorporated. The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

2. Section 3, "Hours of Operation." The second sentence is stricken entirely and 
replaced with "The Hours of Operation of the Applicant's Unenclosed Sidewalk Cafe 
shall be limited to 8:00am - 12:00am daily." 

3. Section 5, "Sidewalk Cafe." The words "summer garden" shall be replaced with 
"sidewalk cafes" in the first sentence and "sidewalk cafe" in the second sentence. 

First Amendment to Voluntary Agreement between ANC 2F and Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC t/a 
Le Diplomate (ABRA-008243) at 1601 14th Street, NW 
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4. Section 6, "Noise." The second sentence shall be stricken entirely and replaced with 
the following: 

"Applicant may hold an Entertainment Endorsement the hours of which shall not 
exceed: 

Sunday: 
Monday - Thursday: 

10:00am - 12:00am; 
8:00am - 1 :00am; 
8:00am - 1 :45am; and 
10:00am - 1 :45ar:n. 

Friday: 
Saturday: 

Applicant may offer dancing on special occasions but shall have no permanent 
dancefloor. ANC will not object to Applicant filing a One Day Substantial Change 
Permit application to offer Entertainment for the additional hour later.so it may 
operate during ABC Board Extended Hours for ABC Establishments; until 3:30am on 
days the Council of the District of Columbia or the ABC Board grants licensees in 
general extended hours (such as for Inauguration); and until 3:30am on New Year's 
Eve. 

5. Agreement Otherwise Unamended. Except as otherwise provided herein, the terms 
and conditions of the previously executed Agreement, Board Order, and License are 
expressly reaffirmed and remain in full force and effect. 

6. No Protest & Agreement Replacement. Upon execution of this First Amendment by 
the Parties and its acceptance by the ABC Board, and in reliance thereupon, the ANC 
shall refrain from filing a protest of the Licensee's ABC License Renewal Application 
and a forthcoming application to add an Entertainment Endorsement to the License, 
and Licensee shall withdraw its Petition. 

[signatures on the following page] 

First Amendment to Voluntary Agreement between ANC 2F and Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC t/a 
Le Diplomate (ABRA-008243) at 1601 14th Street, NW 
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The ANC: 

Sherene Joseph, 2F05, ANC 2F Chairperson 

LICENSEE: 

Pare Deux Rest rant Partners, LLC 
By: Starr Resta nt Organization, LP, Manager 

June 2 2022 
Date 

By: Starr es aurant Organization GP, LLC, General Partner 

,).~~-~d-.~ 
Date 

First Amendment to Voluntary Agreement between ANC 2F and Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC t/a 
Le Diplomate (ABRA-008243) at 1601 14th Street, NW 



THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

In the Matter of: 

Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC 

Applicant for a New 
Retailer's Class CR License 

at premises 
1601 14th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) License No. 
) OrderNo. 
) 
) 
) 

Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC (Applicant) 

ABRA-088243 
2012-097 

Michael Benardo, Chairperson, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2F 

BEFORE: Ruthanne Miller, Chairperson 
Nick Alberti, Member 
Donald Brooks, Member 
Herman Jones, Member 
Calvin Nophlin, Member 
Mike Silverstein, Member 
Jeannette Mobley, Member 

ORDER ON VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 

The official records of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (Board) reflect that 
Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC, Applicant for a new Retailer's Class CR license, 
located at 1601 14th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., and ANC 2F have entered into a 
Voluntary Agreement (Agreement), dated February 1, 2012, that governs the operation of 
the Applicant' s establishment. 

The Agreement has been reduced to writing and has been properly executed and 
filed with the Board. The Applicant and Chairperson Michael Benardo, on behalf of 
ANC 2F, are signatories to the Agreement. 



Pare Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC 
License No. ABRA-088243 
Page 2 

Accordingly, it is this 14th day of March, 2012, ORDERED that: 

1. The above-referenced Voluntary Agreement submitted by the Parties to 
govern the operations of the Applicant's establishment is APPROVED and 
INCORPORATED as part of this Order, except for the following 
modifications: 

Section 3 (Hours of Operation) - The following sentence shall be added: 
"The parties agree that all requested changes must be approved by the 
Board." 

Section 5 (Sidewalk Cafe) - The following sentence shall be added: "The 
parties agree that all requested changes must be approved by the Board." 

Section 11 (Complaint Log) - The following sentence shall be modified to 
read as follows: "Applicant shall make the complaint log available to _the 
Board for inspection and copying upon reasonable advance request." 

Section 12 (Agreement Available Upon Demand) - The following 
sentence shall be modified to read as follows: "A copy of this Agreement 
shall be kept on the premises and made available to law enforcement 
officers and Alcoholic Beverage Regulatory Administration inspectors 
immediately upon request." 

The parties have agreed to these modifications. 

2. Copies of this Order shall be sent to the Applicant and ANC 2F. 
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License No. ABRA-088243 
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District of Columbia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

on 

er 

Ott\1A ~ vJ ~ 

Pursuant to 23 DCMR § 1719.1 (April 2004), any Party adversely affected by this Order 
may file a Motion for Reconsideration within ten (10) days of service of this Order with 
the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration, 2000 14th Street, N.W., Suite 400S, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. 
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CONFIDENT¥RAFT: 1,1/29/201 t 

VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 

THIS VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT ("Agreement") is made on this L di;iy of 

Febn~ru:y, W:li2, ~y and between Pw:-~•)D¢,u~'.:J:1~S:~!#~t Partners, LLC ("Applicant") and 

· Advisory Neighbjrhood Commission 2F ("ANC 2F' ). 

RECITALS 

( a) Applicant has !1.pplied for a Retailer Class CR License (the "License") for a business 
.. 

establislunent ("Establishrrmnf') located at {§.9) ·1:~ti)S#~~~L NW, Washington, D.C. (the 

"Premises") ; and, 

( b) App_lic.ant desires to cooperate with the ANC in order to mitigate concerns related to 

the potential impact of operation of the Establislunertt on the surrounding community; and, 

(c) Thi:: Parties wish to enter into a Voluntary Agreement pursuant to D.C. Official Code 

§ 25-446 to address such concerns: 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration ofthe recitals set forth above and the mutual 

covenants and conditions set forth below, the Parties agree as follows: 

1. Recitals Incomorated. The recitals set forth above are incorporated her~in by reference. 

2. Nature of the Business. The applicant wi"ll ~anage a_nd operate a restaurant with an 

emphasis on food providing lunch, brunch and dinner menu service. At prese11t, Applicant does 

not offer breakfast, but reserves the 1ight to do so without further amendment of this Agreement. 

A11y change from this model shall require prior approval by the ABC Board. 

3. Hours of Operation. Applicant's hom·s ofoperation shall not exceed the following: 

Sunday - Thursday 

Friday - Saturday 

8:00 a.m. - I :00 a.m. 

8:00 a.m. - 1 :45 a.m. 



The hours of operation oftlte Applicant's sidewalk caf6 shall be limited to: 

\· 

• ,. 

Sunday - Thursday 

Frida;}' - Saturday 

tP -z:·7 r--· 
8:00 a.m. - 11 :» p.111. ..._;;) ._) 

co 
8:00 a.m. - 12:10' am. _1/ 

If, however, the Applicant operates a sidewalk cafe that is fully e11closed - such that 

noise from the sidewalk cafe does not exceed noise .from the interior of the Establishment- the 

hours of operation of the enclosed sidewalk cafe may be the same as the remainder of the 

Establislunent. 

It is understood that upon expiration of the above hours of operation, no µalTon may 

remain on tbe Premises (interior or exte1ior1 as the case may be). 

Prov.ided, however, that (a) on days designated by the ABC Board as "Extended Hours 

f'or ABC Establislunents" or "Daylight Saving~ Time Extension of Hours" Applicant may 

operate for one additional hour (that is, one hour later); (b) in the event the Council of the 

District of Columbia or tl1e ABC Board grants licensees in general extended operating hours 

(such as for Inauguration), Applicant may avail itselfofsuch extended hours; and (c) on January 

l of each year Applicant may operate until 4:00 a.m. 

4. Floors Utilized and Occupancy. The Applicant will provide seating and service to 

customers on the ground flo01: of the building (i.e., located at street level). The Establishment's 

seating and occupancy shall not exceed the lesser of the maximum capacity allowed for the 

building 'by the.Dish·ict of Columbia or 194 patrons. 

5. Sidewalk Cafe. The Applicant may have outside seating u1 accordance with a sidewalk 

cafe endorsement to its ABC license and a duly-issued µublic space permit, and may serve 

alcoholic beverages to seated patrons in such area, provided, the total capacity for such summer 

garden shall not exceed l02 : seats. Applicant shall direct its employees to inspect the summer 

!'an: ltcMnur.1111/ Volunl~ry Ai;rccn1c1ll/"Novcmbcr 29,201 I 
Page 2 of9 



garden area regularly. As noted, if the Establishment entirely encloses tbe sidewalk oafe such 

that no gr~ater amount of'tioise emanates from tl1e sidewalk cafe than the interior of the 

Establislunent, th~ hours of operation of the cafe may be coextensive with the hours of the 

interior of the Estattishment. 

6. Noise. Applicru'it shall adhere to DC Code 25-725 with respect to emanation of noise 

from the Establishment Except for New Year's Eve, no live entertainment or dancing will be 

offered when the Establishment is open to the general public. Entettainment and dancing may be 

pem1itted when the entire Establishment is booked by a single entity or person for a private 

fi.mction not ady~rtised or open to the general public; provided that on any such private ftmction 

occasions, music shall not be audible outside the premises. Applicant shall not install any 

exterior speakers to the Establishment, and agrees that no speakers will be installed in or in any 

way directed to the sidewalk cafe. 

7. Public Space and Trash. Applicant shall keep the sidewalk (up to and including the 

curb), ti:ee boxes and alley free of litteri bottles, and other debris in c0111pliance with D.C. Code 

and Municipal Regulations. Applicant shall police· these areus twi'ce daily for refuse and other 

materials. Applicant further agrees to hold all recyclable materials and perishable food waste 

within the building until the mo ming of the scheduled pick-up. The Applicant shall require its 

trash and recycling confractm:s to pick up trash and materials nol earlier than 9:00 a.m. 

Applicant's employees shall not dispose ofhottles or glass into trash containers or dumpsters in a 

manner which creates nois.e audible outside of the premises after 10:00 p.m. Applicant shall not 

install exterior public pay phones. u.:,0!·kQ~ JJ 
8. Rat and Vem1in Control. Applicant shall providefu.t and vennin control for the 

Establishment. 

Pnn: Res\,urnnl / Vol11n1ory Asrecmcn1 /Nuvcm\icr 29, 20 I 1 
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9. Patrons. Applicant shall take reasonable steps to prevent its patrons from causing noise or 

disturbances in front of the establishment during the hours ofoperation and as they depart at 

closing. 

10. Parking. Akplicant shall endeavor to provide valet parking services for its patrons, at a 

reasonable fee, on such day and at such times as Applicant determines that there exists a 

customer demand for valet parking .. At times when valet parking fs offered, the Applicant will 

ensure that the valet service does not park vehicles on public streets; tile valet is required lo park 

all vehicles (including auy personal vehicles diiven by the valet staff) in private facilities. 

Applicant shall maintain a website that prorninently features information on public transportation 

accessibility, nearby parking facilities, ~md the Establislunent's valet service. 

11. Complaint Log. The Establishment's website will prominently feature the name and 

contact infomrntion for an individual to which any comments about the operation of 

Establishment may be addressed, The Applicant shall maintain a log for every complaint lodged 

with the Establishment for any issue relating to this Agreement, including, but not limited to, 

complaints of noise; parkmg congestion, traffic congestion, security, trash, rodents, and/or 

operating hours. The log shall include, for each separate complaint, to the extent provided by 

any such complainant, the name of the complaina,nt, the date of the complaint, any contact 

inf01mation provided by the complainant, the nature of the complaint, and the response taken by 

tlre Applicant or the Establishment. Every complaint shall be_kept on .file in the complaint log 

for a mii1imum of three years from the date on which the complaint was made. Applicant shall 

make the complaint log available to ANC 2Ffor inspection and copying upon reasonable 

advance re.quest. 

r cn: ftcs1aur.m1 I Yolum~ry Agrccmcm / Novcn1bcr 29, 2011 
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12. Agreement Available Upon Demand. A c;opy of this Agreement shall be kept on the 

premises and made available to any person, including but not limited to, patrons, community 

residents, law e11:f~rceinent officers, Alcohol Bev.erage Regulatory Administratio11 inspectors or 

other officials or ~C2F Commissioners, immediate1y upon re~uesL 

l3. Compliance with .ABRA Regulati011s. Applicant shall abide by applicable Alcoholic 

Beverage Administration (ABRA) regulations rega.rding ownership oftlJe License. 

14. Participation in the Connmmity. Applicant is encouraged to send a representative from 

time to time to ANC 2F meetings. A.NC 2F meetings occur on the first Wednesday of each 

month at 7:00 P.JU. at the Washington Plaza Hotel, 10 Thomas Circle, NW, Washington, DC 

20005. 

15. License Ownershb. Applicant agrees not to transfer or sell the license to any other entity 

before obtaining approval from the Alcohol Beverage Control Board. Applicant agrees to 

specifically notify any prospective transferee, assignee, or contractee of the existence of this 

Agreement and to _pmvide them with a copy. 

16. Binding Effect. This Agreement sha!J. 1.Je binding upon and enforcenhle against the 

st1ccessors and assigns of the Applicant. 

17. Counterparts. This Agreement may be exeputed simultaneously in two or more 

counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but.all of which together shall constitute 

one and the same instrument. 

18. Notice and Opµorltmity to Cure. In the event that either·party believes that the other 

materially breached any obligations under this Agreement, suchparly shall give written notice to 

the other of the existence of the breach and the speci.:fic nature. thereof. The party alleged to be in 

breach shall lmve thirty (30) days from the receipt of notice to cm·e the alleged breach (or if the 

rm, R~;;t11urJ1i1/ Voluntnry Agrccmont I N,pvc111\)cr 29, 2011 

Pug~ 5 of9 



breach shall relate lo excessive noise or disturbance, such shorter period as may be reaso.nable 

under the circumstances to restore peace, order and quiet). If the breach is·not cured within the 

notic·e period-or~-with respect to a breach which reasonably requires more than thirty (30) days 
' 

to. cure, efforts to cLre the breach have not been commenced-failure shall constitute a cause for 

seeking a Show Cause Order fr.om the ABC Board pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 25-447. In 

Lbe case of~ continuing viol.ation, no notice or opportunity to cure need be provided for 

subsequent violations of this Agreement, following the initial provision of notice. Any notices 

required to be made under this Agreement shall be in writing and sent either via e-mail or U.S. 

mail, postage pn~paid, to the parties to this Agreement al the addresses below. Notice shall be 

deemed given as of the time of receipt or refusal of receipt. 

Ifto Applicant: 

With a copy to: 

Pari:: Deux Restaurant Partners, LLC 
134 Market Str.eet 
Pltlladelphia PA 19106 
Attn: Bradlee Bartram 
Bradlcc.bnrtram@stan,-rcstuurant.com 
Attn: Melissa MacLeod 
Melisstt.mncleod@stnrr-restaurant.com 

Mallios & O;Brien LL!_) 
2600 Virginia Avenue, N.W. 
Suite· 1112 
Washington, D.C. 2'0037 
Attn: Stephen J. O'Brien, Esq. 
T 202.625.7700 
F 202.625.7706 . 
Email: sobrieri@malliosobrien.com 

If to Protestant: Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2F 
5 Thomas Circle, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
T 202.667.0052 
F 202.667.0053 

With a copy by email to: anc2f@starpower.net 

r are Rcslaur.ml / \/olunlilry Agrccmcnl / November ;29, 2011 
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Failure to give notice shall not constitl!te waivc::r or acquiescence to the violation, but notice shall 

be a prerequisite to the filing of a complaint with the ABC Board or any other enforcement 
i· 

action. 

Pilit Rcs1aur.mr / Voluntary Ayrccmem / November 29,"2011 
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. . 

PROTEST ANT: 

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMJSSION 2F 
\. 

-Misl:uiel:Befouido, .d/iab1mqn 
• # • • I j ••• • • • • 6 • ..... h, • • 

APPLICANT: 

P ARCI)EUX .RE/ST:A~T PARTNERS, LLC 
' . . 

~l_--By: 
7 ----==-------

Sk(}oe:t...')5:fu? .. Membet 

P~rt Rcs1:1ur:n11 / VolunlaI)' Agn:cmcnl / November 29, 2011 

CONFIDENTIA_)>~FT: ll /29/2011 
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