DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
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ALCCHOLI C BEVERAGE AND CANNABI S BOARD
+ + + + +
ROLL CALL HEARI NG

IN THE MATTER OCF:

2335 LLF,

t/a Power N ght d ub/

Lounge/ Rest aur ant :

2335 Bl adensburg Road NE : Roll Call
Retailer CT - ANC 5C . Heari ng
Li cense No. 104228 :

Case #25- PRO- 00131

(Li cense Renewal)

Monday
Decenber 29, 2025

The Al coholic Beverage and Cannabi s Board
met via WebEx vi deoconference, LaVerne Fletcher,
Board's Agent, presiding.

PRESENT:
LAVERNE FLETCHER, ABC Board's Agent
ALSO PRESENT:

ABEBA BEYENE, Li censee

LESLI E BOURNES, Gateway Community Associ ati on
CYNTHI A BURROLA, Protestant

VI CTOR BURRCOLA, Protestant

DEDE CARTER, Pr ot est ant

ERI N DAVI S, Nei ghbor

CHANELLE HARDY, Protestant
KATHY HENDERSQN, 5D Court WAt ch
KEMBA HENDRI X, Pr ot est ant

MAURI CE HENDRI X, Pr ot est ant
KARLYN HUNTER, Pr ot est ant

SHAWN NELSON, ANC 5C

MORI NI A SCOTT, Protestant

G LBERT SM TH, Pr ot est ant
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

10: 08 a. m

M5. FLETCHER  The next case on the
cal endar is Power N ght C ub/Lounge/ Restaurant,
case nunber 25-PRO 00131, 2335, LLC, trading as
Power Ni ght C ub/Lounge/ Restaurant, 2335
Bl adensburg Road NE, |icense nunber ABRA-104228.

This is a retailer Cass C tavern for a
license renewal. The protest issues are adverse
I npact on peace, order, and quiet, real property
val ues, residential parking needs, and vehicul ar
and pedestrian safety, and public safety.

My nanme is Laverne Fletcher, conducting
the roll call hearing as the board's agent. |Is
anyone present on behalf of Power N ght C ub?

MS. BEYENE: Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Good norning. |f you
could state your nane and spell it for the record,
pl ease?

M5. BEYENE: M nane is Abeba Beyene,
first name A-B-E-B-A, |ast nane B-E-Y-E-N-E

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you very nuch. |Is
anyone present on behalf of 5D Court Watch?

(No audi bl e response.)

M5. FLETCHER: |s anyone present on behal f
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of ANC 5C?

MR NELSON: Yes, this is Conm ssioner
Shawn Nel son. That's SSHA-WN N-E-L-S-ON.

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you, Conm ssioner
Nel son. ANC 5C does have standing as a protestant.

Is Erin Davis present?

M5. DAVIS: Hi, yes, |'mpresent, sorry.

MS. FLETCHER: Ckay, hi. M. Davis,
woul d you spell your nane for the record, please?

M5. DAVIS: It's Erin Davis, E-R-I-N
D-A-V-1-S. M property is still under Davis, but
|"ve gotten married, so I'mnot sure if you need
that nanme as well or just the nane that's listed
on the property. | got married after | purchased
t he hone.

M5. FLETCHER  Ckay.

M5. DAVIS: | don't know if that's
| mportant.

M5. FLETCHER  Soneone whose tel ephone

nunber ends in 2-3 needs to place thensel ves on nute.

Thank you.
PARTI Cl PANT: How do you do that?
MS. FLETCHER: Pardon?

PARTI Cl PANT: How do you do that? |[|'m not
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M5. FLETCHER: |I'msorry. | can't --
don't know what your screen --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. FLETCHER: | don't know what your
screen | ooks like. You'll see a m crophone.

PARTI CI PANT: No, | don't see any of that.

| just see the nunber.

M5. FLETCHER: Well, I'msorry then. |If
there's anything you can do to mnim ze the noise
I n the background, that would be hel pful.

PARTI Cl PANT: There is no noise.

M5. FLETCHER:  Pardon ne?

PARTI Cl PANT: There is no noise.

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, well, | hear
sonet hing in your background, but we're not going
to make it an issue, but there is sone sound
happeni ng in your background, but it's okay. W'l|I
nmove on. Ms. Davis?

M5. DAVIS: Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: You filed your protest as
an abutting property owner?

M5. DAVIS: Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: According to the D.C
CGeographic Informati on System your property

actual ly does not abut Power, excuse ne, Power Ni ght
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Club. You're actually | ocated across the street.
|s that correct?

M5. DAVIS: [It's on the corner of
Channi ng.

M5. FLETCHER: You're across the street
on the corner of Channing and Bl adensburg?

M5. DAVIS: |'mnot across the street.
|"mon the sane street. Well --

M5. FLETCHER: According to the D.C
Geographic Informati on System your property is not
abutting. Your property appears in the G S system
to be | ocated across the street, on the other side
of the street, and | actually --

M5. DAVIS: On the other side of
Bl adensbur g?

M5. FLETCHER: So, are you across the
Street?

M5. DAVIS: No, I'"'mon the sane street.

|"'mjust on the corner.

M5. FLETCHER: Yeah, but your property is
not in any way touching Power Ni ght C ub, is that
right?

M5. DAVIS: It doesn't touch it, no.

M5. FLETCHER: According to the A S

I nformati on system M. Davis, your property is
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actually on the other side of the street and the
properties are not in any way touching, which neans
that you cannot be considered to be an abutting
property owner. For that reason, your protest
actually has to be di sm ssed.

M5. DAVIS: Wiy was | asked to cone?

M5. FLETCHER  You'll receive a board
order fromthe board dism ssing the protest, M.
Davis, for the reason that |I just stated. You have
the option to ask the board to reconsider the
deci si on made today. Upon receipt of the board
order, you can do that. |If you believe that your
property is abutting --

M5. DAVIS: Ckay.

M5. FLETCHER: -- you can ask the board
to reconsider.

M5. DAVIS: Well, maybe | need to ask this
of fline, but what would be ny other options?

M5. FLETCHER: |'msorry? Wat did you
say, Ms. Davis?

M5. DAVIS: That lady's phone is really
di stracti ng.

M5. FLETCHER | know, | know, she can't
hear it apparently.

MS. DAVIS: Okay.
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M5. FLETCHER |'m sorry.

M5. DAVIS: So, what woul d be ny ot her
options? This is not something I'mfamliar wth,
so | assuned this was the way to do it. Apparently,
| need to do it a different way. Do | need to speak
with you offline so | don't interrupt the rest of
t he proceeding or --

M5. FLETCHER  No, you won't need to speak
with ne offline. | nean, you always can, but
there's actually nothing you need to do at this
stage, Ms. Davis, except to wait to receive the board
order, and if you believe you are an abutting
property owner, if your properties touch in sone
way, you can ask the board to reconsider the decision
t hat was made today, but there is nothing you --

M5. DAVIS: Qur properties don't touch at
all. I"mjust -- | get, you know.

M5. FLETCHER | understand you're
| npact ed.

M5. DAVIS: (Kkay.

M5. FLETCHER:  Yeah, | read your protest
letter.

M5. DAVIS: (kay, okay.

M5. FLETCHER  So, | can see where you are

I npacted and there are a |lot of other protestants
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in this case, and so your concerns may be addressed
t hr ough ot hers.

M5. DAVIS: (kay.

MS. FLETCHER  But just FYl for the
future, Ms. Davis, in order to be granted standing,
you woul d need to be a part of a group of five, a
part of at |least a group of five, and so there are
a couple of other groups here today.

MS. DAVIS: Ckay.

M5. FLETCHER  But you would just need to
be a nenber of a group of give if you re not abutting.

M5. DAVIS. (kay, so hopefully they'll
speak on ny behal f.

M5. FLETCHER  Yes.

M5. DAVIS: Am | okay to sit and |isten
or no?

M5. FLETCHER  Yeah, please.

M5. DAVIS. (kay.

M5. FLETCHER  Feel free.

M5. DAVIS: I'Il just sit and listen and

try to see, and just learn and see if | can join
anot her group of five at sone point.

MS. FLETCHER  Ckay.

M5. DAVIS. Al right, appreciate it.

M5. FLETCHER Wl |, thank you for com ng.
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M5. DAVIS: Al right.
M5. FLETCHER  The next group is the,

well, the next protestant is the Gateway Comunity
Associ ation. |s anyone present on behal f of
Gat eway?

M5. BOURNES: Good norning. My nane is
Leslie Bournes. |'mthe president of Gateway
Conmruni ty Associ ati on.

M5. FLETCHER  Good norning, M. Bournes.

M5. BOURNES: Good norni ng.

M5. FLETCHER | have a question for you.

MS. BOURNES:. Yes?

M5. FLETCHER Did the association hold
a nmeeting concerning this application?

M5. BOURNES: Yes.

M5. FLETCHER  And was the applicant given
at |least a seven-day notice of this neeting and given

an opportunity to attend?

M5. BOURNES: | will have to go back and
| ook at our notes to confirmthat. | don't think
So.

M5. FLETCHER  Well, let nme ask the

applicant. Did you receive a notice fromthe
associ ation regardi ng the neeting?

M5. BEYENE: No, ma' am
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M5. FLETCHER  Ms. Bournes, that would be
a requirenment in order for an association to have
standing as a protestant. There would need to be
a neeting held in accordance with your byl aws, and
It sounds |ike that nmay have happened.

The next thing would be for the applicant
to be given at |east a seven-day notice of the, of
that neeting. Wen that doesn't happen, the
protest actually has to be dism ssed, which is what
I"mgoing to do this norning. |I'mgoing to dismss
t he protest.

Upon recei pt of a board order dism ssing
the protest, if you find that the applicant was given
at | east a seven-day notice, you can ask the board
to reconsi der the decision nade today.

M5. BOURNES: Ckay, thank you.

M5. FLETCHER. We have a coupl e of groups.

Is there a Glbert Smth here today?

MR. SM TH. Yes, present.

M5. HENDERSON. And al so at sone point,
| do need --

MS. FLETCHER: Excuse ne, excuse ne for
one second. Just so the court reporter knows who
I s speaking, who is speaking right now?

M5. HENDERSON:. Yes, this is Kathy
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11
Hender son, the coordinator for 5D Court Watch,
I medi at e past conmm ssi oner for 5D 06.

MS. FLETCHER  Hi.

M5. HENDERSON:. | had difficulty |ogging
in. | was actually first on the roll call Iist,
so |l called in. I'mjust letting you know.

M5. FLETCHER  You sure did and actually
called ne first. | didn't nake any decision. |
knew you had tried to call in and may have been trying
to get in, but I'mgoing to --

M5. HENDERSON: Yes, mm'am

M5. FLETCHER: -- cone back to you in a
m nute. Thank you.

M5. HENDERSON:. Ckay, thank you.

M5. FLETCHER. M. Smth?

MR. SMTH:.  Yes?

M5. FLETCHER. Woul d you spell your nane
for the record, please?

MR SMTH First nane is Gl Dbert,
GIl-L-B-E-RT, last nane is Smth, SMI-T-H

M5. FLETCHER  Are there any ot her nenbers
present fromyour group today, M. Smth?

MR SMTH Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: If they woul d each state

their nanmes and spell themfor the record, please?
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12
MR. HENDRI X: Hello, ny nane is Maurice
Hendrix, MA-URI-GCE HE-NDRI-X
M5. FLETCHER  Thank you, M. Hendri x.
MR SMTH M. Fletcher, can | clarify
sonet hing just for a second?
M5. FLETCHER Is that M. Smth speaking?
MR SMTH. |I'msorry, yes, this is
Gl bert Smth.
M5. FLETCHER  Ckay.
MR SMTH. M. Hendrix, just for

clarification, you re on the second protestant

gr oup.
(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)
MR, HENDRI X: |'m sorry.
MR SMTH. No worries, just to clarify.
M5. FLETCHER  Thank you for that, M.
Smth. ['ll be calling that next group next.

MR SMTH. Right, so Dede Carter is on
She is trying to speak because |I can see her.
can't see all of the protestants right now, but Dede,
if you're able to go off nute so that we can hear

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. FLETCHER  So, in order for the

protestants to be considered a part of the group
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today, they would have to state their nanmes and spel
themfor the record. |If there is anyone present
fromM. Smth's group that can do that? M. Smth,
if not, that's not --

M5. HUNTER This is --

M5. FLETCHER: |'m sorry?

M5. HUNTER  This is Karlyn Hunter,
K-A-R-L-Y-N HUNT-E-R

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you. Anyone el se
fromM. Smth's group?

MR SM TH. Dede Carter is on. | just
wanted to clarify. She is desperately trying to
speak because | can see her nouth noving, and she
Is part of our group.

M5. FLETCHER | can't see her name. How
can you tell?

MR SMTH  Well, first of all, | know her.

Secondly, her name shows up as Althea Carter on

t he screen.

M5. FLETCHER | saw her on the protest
letter, but | don't -- actually, | don't see her
name at all.

MR SMTH. Well, | see her face and | see
her nane.

PARTI Cl PANT: She's on vi deo.
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M5. FLETCHER: Oh, | see her. | see you.
| see you. M. Carter, would you spell your nane
for the record?

(No audi bl e response.)

PARTI Cl PANT: Dede, you nust be on nute.

MS. FLETCHER Ms. Carter, are you on nute
ri ght now?

(No audi bl e response.)

MS. FLETCHER |'ve got Ms. Carter.
Anyone el se?

MR SMTH  Mrinia Scott is on as well
that | can see. M. Scott, if you're able to cone
off nute, we would appreciate it.

M5. FLETCHER: And that's M. Smth
speaking for the court reporter.

MR SMTH  Sorry --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. FLETCHER: And what's the nane again,
M. Snmith?

MR SMTH Mrinia, MORI-NI1-A Scott

M5. FLETCHER: Ch, | see her name. She's
a part of your group?

MR SMTH  She is, yes.

M5. FLETCHER:  Ckay, anybody el se that you
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see?

MR SM TH. Those are the only ones | can
see.

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, so there are four
nmenbers present fromyour group today, M. Smth,
whi ch neans that your group is granted conditional
standi ng, and at the upcom ng status hearing, one
nore person who is not present today will need to
appear. At that tine, the board wll grant full
standing to the group.

MR SM TH  Ckay, thank you.

M5. FLETCHER: You're wel cone. W have
anot her protest group. |Is Victor Burrola here?

MR. BURROLA: Yes, | am Good norning.

M5. FLETCHER:  Good norning, M. Burrola.

Wul d you spell your nanme for the record, please?

MR, BURROLA: V-I-CGCT-ORB-UR R OL-A

M5. FLETCHER: And Maurice Hendrix is a
nmenber of your protest group?

MR. BURROLA: Yes, he is.

M5. FLETCHER: M. Hendri x?

MR. HENDRI X: Yes, na'anf

M5. FLETCHER:. Wbul d you spell your nane
one nore tine for the record?

MR HENDRI X: MA-URI-CE

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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16
HE-NDRI-X

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. Is anyone el se
present fromM. Burrola's group?

M5. HENDRI X: Yes, Kenba Hendri x,
K-E-MB-A Hendrix HEENDR-1-X

M5. FLETCHER: Ms. Hendrix, what's your
first nane agai n?

M5. HENDRI X: Kenba, K-E-MB-A

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, thank you. Anyone
el se?

M5. BURROLA: Yes, Cynthia Burrol a,
CY-NT-HI-AB-URROL-A

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. Anyone el se?

M5. BURROLA: W have a fifth person of
our group who has currently a nedi cal appoi nt nent
and cannot join.

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, anybody el se?

(No audi bl e response.)

M5. FLETCHER: | count four nenbers from
your group present today, M. Burrola, which neans
that your group is granted conditional standing as
a protestant today, and at | east one nore person
who is not present today wll need to appear at the
upcom ng status hearing.

VR. BURROLA: Yes, ma'am
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M5. FLETCHER: At which tinme the board
woul d grant full standing to the group. M.
Hender son?

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MS. HENDERSON: |'m sorry, can you repeat
t hat ?

M5. FLETCHER: [|'msorry, who is speaking?

M5. HENDERSON: Yes, this is Kathy
Hender son.

M5. FLETCHER: Ms. Henderson, give ne one
nmonment. | see sonebody's hand raised. M. Hunter?

M5. HUNTER  Yes, | have a question. So

M5. FLETCHER: Are you -- Ms. Hunter, what
part of -- which group are you wth?

M5. HUNTER Gl bert Smth's group.

M5. FLETCHER: |'m sorry?

M5. HUNTER G lbert Smth's group of
five.

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, just one second.
Ckay, go ahead.

M5. HUNTER  Just for clarification, at
the next hearing, do all five people need to appear
or just one additional person?

M5. FLETCHER: Just one additional person
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18
that's not here today along with M. Smth.

M5. HUNTER  Ckay, and the other point is
that in general, for these al cohol |icense renewal
requests, whenever there's a group of five, all five
peopl e need to appear in order to receive full
standing. |s that correct?

M5. FLETCHER At |east five need to
appear in person. Even if there are 20, we only
need to see five people.

M5. HUNTER  Okay, great. Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  You're wel cone.

M5. BOURNES: Okay, Ms. Fletcher, this is
Leslie Bournes. | had a question before you went
on.

M5. FLETCHER:  Yes?

M5. BOURNES: Qur notifications to the
owner of the club, does that have to be seven days?

|f we have invited that owner nultiple tinmes, what
do we need to show proof of for that prior to the
pr ot est ?

M5. FLETCHER: So, what you would need to
show is that, concerning the protest, the
association -- |I'massum ng you held a neeting
concerning filing this protest. |s that correct?

MS5. BOURNES: Correct.
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M5. FLETCHER It is for that neeting that

t he applicant needed to be given at |east seven days'

noti ce.

M5. BOURNES: Ckay, so if | can
denonstrate that we did give notice and provide
that, would that be reconsidered for this --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. FLETCHER If you have proof that you
provided at | east a seven-day notice to the
appl i cant concerning your neeting, yeah, the board
woul d take that into consideration,

M5. BOURNES: kay, thank you for that
clarification.

M5. FLETCHER  You're welcone. Ckay, |
see one nore hand before | speak with Ms. Henderson.

Ms. Carter?

(No audi bl e response.)

M5. FLETCHER: Ms. Carter, you're on nmute.
Did you have a question?

(No audi bl e response.)

M5. FLETCHER Ms. Carter, you're still
on nmute. Can you hear ne though?

(No audi bl e response.)

M5. FLETCHER M. Smth?

MR SMTH | just wanted to ask for two

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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points of clarification, one for Ms. Carter. |Is
she included in the, in nmy group --

M5. FLETCHER:  Yes.

MR SMTH -- that's being represented?

M5. FLETCHER  Yes, she is.

MR SMTH. Al right, thank you.

M5. FLETCHER:  You're wel cone.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR SMTH:. And she is aware. She can
hear us. She's just having technical difficulties.

M5. FLETCHER  Ckay, but |'ve given her
credit for being present.

MR. SM TH.  Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER Ms. Carter, if you have any
question that you want to ask ne, you can email ne.
You can get ny contact information fromM. Smth,.
He has ny contact information in the roll call

hearing notice that he received. M. Burrola?

MR SMTH M second -- well, I"msorry.
M5. FLETCHER M. Smth?
MR SMTH. | did have a second point.

Yeah, ny second point -- | think M. Burrola is going

to address Ms. Harvey, who is on from his group,
but my second point, and | do appreciate you

clarifying the procedure. Sorry, |'ve taken nyself
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off nmute, off video.

| appreciate you clarifying the procedure,
but those procedures in terns of attendance for this
roll call hearing was not clear.

| responded back and I acknow edged
receipt of the email when it cane out. | asked,
| specifically asked whet her anyone el se needed to
be on this roll call hearing and | never got a
response.

| do -- | amclear on the next step, but
| just wanted to put on the record that the
procedures are not very clear, and given the
hol i days, the short tine frame, we just got the roll
call notice on the 24th, and being asked to attend
in the mddle of the holidays is just not
procedurally proper, just for the record. Thank
you.

M5. FLETCHER: You received the notice on
Novenber 24, you sai d?

MR. SMTH.  About the roll call hearing.
There was never --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR SMTH -- any notice of -- I'msorry.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR SMTH Dd you want ne to clarify
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further?

M5. FLETCHER: You received the roll call
hearing notice on 12/ 247

MR SMTH. That was the first time, yes.

When | received that notice, | acknow edged
receipt. | also asked a question, whether anyone
else on that email, as far as the protestants, needed

to participate, and | never got a response.

And even to this day, | still don't have
a response that I'maware of. | haven't checked
ny email recently. So, | was under the inpression
just the designhees needed to be on this call, that
were on the email.

W have eight nenbers in our group. W
just don't have five now. And you've clarified
procedurally what we need to do. Hopefully a fifth

menber will conme forth whenever the date i s set,

but again, | appreciate --
M5. FLETCHER Well, I'"mgoing to --
MR SMTH  -- your response.

M5. FLETCHER And |I'mgoing to give you
the date for the status hearing in just a mnute,
and so just that one additional person, if they can
appear on that day, that will --

MR. SM TH. Again, | understand that.
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|"mclear, but leading up to this point, until you
said that, the procedures were flawed for this roll
call hearing in terns of standing. Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  You're wel cone. M.
Burrol a?

MR. BURROLA: We do have our additional
person online, M. Hardy.

M5. FLETCHER  You said there's an
addi tional person online fromyour group?

MR, BURROLA: Correct.

M5. HARDY: |'m here, Chanelle Hardy.

M5. FLETCHER: Ch, okay, Ms. Hardy, woul d
you spell your nane for the record?

M5. HARDY: Yes, it's CGHA NE-L-L-E,
and ny last nane is HA-R DY.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. M. Burrola,
your group is granted full standing as a protestant
because that one additional person has appeared
today. Any other questions, M. Burrola?

MR. BURROLA: No, I'mwaiting for the
process.

MB. FLETCHER  Okay.

MR. BURROLA: | just wanted to nmake you
aware, SO --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)
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M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. | appreciate
that. That changed your --
MR, BURROLA: Yeah, I'mtrying to bring

nmy hand down. | can't figure that out, so --
M5. FLETCHER: No probl em
MR. BURROLA: -- eventually we'll get
t here.

M5. FLETCHER: Ms. Hunter, your hand is
still up. Do you have any ot her questions?

M5. HUNTER No, let ne try to get m ne
down as wel | .

M5. FLETCHER. Well, | know Ms. Carter's

I's up, but |I've already acknow edged that she's

here. Ckay, well, now --
M5. HUNTER | also wll add that maybe
M5. FLETCHER: |'m sorry?
M5. HUNTER -- Dede -- Dede, there is a

chat feature if you want to say sonething --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. FLETCHER: So, whoever is speaking
needs to let the court reporter know.

M5. HUNTER Ch, |I'msorry about that.
This is Karlyn Hunter. | was just advising Althea

Carter that since her audi o, she can hear, but her
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audio isn't working, there is a chat feature. |If
she's on a conputer, it should be all the way to
the right. Maybe she can type her nessage.

M5. FLETCHER: Well, thank you for that,
Ms. Hunter. There is nothing she needs to do
related to the roll call hearing, but if she has
any other questions, she can put themin the chat
or go through M. Smith because he has ny contact

information and |l et nme know, but for the purpose

of the roll call hearing, |'ve already acknow edged
her presence, so for the roll call, we're okay.
Ms. Henderson, are you still there?

MS. HENDERSON: | am

M5. FLETCHER:  Good norni ng.

M5. HENDERSON: (Good norni ng.

M5. FLETCHER: Ms. Henderson, woul d you
spell your nane for the record, please?

MS. HENDERSON. K-A-T-HY
HE-NDER S ON

M5. FLETCHER: Ms. Henderson, | have a
gquestion for you. | know that you represent 5D
Court Watch?

M5. HENDERSON:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: And | know that you were

a forner chair of the ANC as wel |. For the letter
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that you submtted, it sounds |like you submtted
a letter of opposition as opposed to a protest
letter.

And |I''m maki ng that distinction because
5D Court Watch doesn't have standing as a
protestant, so there nay be no protest to dism ss,
and your letter of opposition has been included as
a part of the record. |Is that what you intended
to do, to include your opposition --

( Si mul t aneous speaking.)

M5. HENDERSON: 5D Court Watch does have
standing. 5D Court Watch covers all of Ward 5, and
our nmenbers are |ocated throughout Ward 5, and we
are open to anyone residing and working in Ward 5
and visiting Ward 5. So, anyone that is affected
by any type of public safety breach in Ward 5 has
the opportunity to be heard through 5D Court Watch.

And our organization is unique in that we
are governed by the council |egislation that was
passed in 2012 allowi ng individuals to submt
comrunity inpact statenents to the court
anonynmously so long as the group is actually
recogni zed by the U S. Attorney's Ofice.

So, the U S. Attorney's Ofice has

recogni zed 5D Court WAtch as an organi zation. As
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a matter of fact, we just had a neeting on Qctober
28 with the new U.S. Attorney, Judge Jeanine Pirro.

So, we are an organi zation that covers all
of Ward 5, so we do have standing, and we certainly
protest this applicant for the reasons stated in
that letter.

M5. FLETCHER: According to our
regul ations, Ms. Henderson, which I'll send you
followng roll call, 5D Court Watch does not have
standing as a protestant, but you can contact the
board upon receipt of the dism ssal order to explain
to the board why 5D Court Watch shoul d be consi dered
a protestant and the board will respond to that.

M5. HENDERSON: Wbul d you pl ease expl ain
why you believe 5D Court Watch does not have
st andi ng?

M5. FLETCHER  Yeah, because it's not,
according to D.C. Oficial Code 25-601, there is
alist of entities that have standing as
protestants, and 5D Court WAtch, organizations |ike
5D Court Watch are not on there, but I'll send that
to you followng roll call so you can take a | ook
at it. But if you believe that 5D Court Watch does
have standing as a protestant, you can explain to

t he board why --
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M5. HENDERSON. Yes, | do.

M5. FLETCHER  -- but the board's agent
can only -- yeah, | can only nake a deci si on based
on the regul ations today. And so, M. Henderson,
upon receipt of the order dismssing the protest,
you have ten days to explain to the board why 5D
Court Watch shoul d be considered a protestant.

MS. HENDERSON: (kay.

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you very nuch. So,
ri ght now, we have as protestants ANC 5C, a group
represented by Glbert Smth, a group represented
by Victor Burrola. Okay, we need to set sone dates
NOW.

You need to get a date for a status hearing
and a protest hearing, and we also need to set a
date for nediation. The date for the status hearing
is March 4. March 4, 2026 at 10:30 a.m is the date
for the status hearing. The protest hearing is set
for March 25 at 1:30 p. m

| will give you the next avail able day for
medi ation. The next avail able day for nediation
I s Thursday, February 5. That's Thursday, February
5, any tinme between 10:30 and 1:30 for nediation.

Is the applicant avail able on Thursday --

M5. BEYENE: No, ma' am
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FLETCHER: -- at that time?
BEYENE: No nm' am | will be out of

FLETCHER: (Okay, what's your next date

of availability? Are you available on the 6th?

IVS.
m d- March, |

V5.
returning?

\Y/S)
February 13.

50D D O

19?

&

here. Yes, |

V5.
1: 307

V5.

\%S)
ANC?

VR.

(202) 234-4433

BEYENE: Ma'am | wll be back in

mean, ny apol ogi es, m d-February.

FLETCHER: Okay, so when will you be

BEYENE: | w Il be back by the 13th,

FLETCHER:. By February 15?

BEYENE: Thirteen, excuse ne.
FLETCHER: Thirteen?

BEYENE: Yes, ma' am

FLETCHER. Well, what about February

BEYENE: Yes, na'am | will be -- I'm
m avai | abl e.

FLETCHER: Any tinme between 10: 30 and

BEYENE: Yes, ma' am
FLETCHER: M. Nel son, what about the

NELSON: That does not work for ne.
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| wll be out of the country.

M5. FLETCHER:. M. Nel son, you'll be out

of the country? |'masking M. Nelson?

Nel son.

dat e.

return?

MR NELSON: VYes, this is Conm ssi oner

Yes, | wll be out of the country on that

M5. FLETCHER:  Ckay, so when will you

Wednesday.

appl i cant

for you,

MR, NELSON: 1'Il be back the foll ow ng
M5. FLETCHER: So, you return on the 25th?
MR, NELSON: Yes, nm'am

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, what about the 26th?
MR. NELSON: That works for ne.

M5. FLETCHER  Does that work for the

as well, the 26th?

MS. BEYENE: Yes, na'am

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. Does that work
M. Smth?

(No audi bl e response.)

M5. FLETCHER: M. Smith, does February

26 work for you for nediation?

(202) 234-4433

(No audi bl e response.)
M5. FLETCHER: You're on nute, M. Smth.
MR SMTH Sorry, | didn't realize |I was
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part of the process for nediation. W'Il|l nmake the
26t h wor k.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR SMTH  Sorry, go ahead. Go ahead,
pl ease.

M5. FLETCHER  What about M. Burrola?
Are you avail able for nediati on on February 267?

MR, BURROLA: Yes, | am

M5. FLETCHER  So, a nediation can be
schedul ed any tine between 10:30 and 1:30. Let's
see, does the ANC have a preference for tine?

MR. NELSON: The afternoon is nore ideal,
but |'m flexible depending on what the other
participants are wlling to do.

M5. FLETCHER:  Ckay, what about the
applicant? Do you have a preference for tinme?

M5. BEYENE: Afternoon is fine, yes,
am

M5. FLETCHER: So, we have 1:30 in the
afternoon. M. Smth, would you be avail abl e at
1:30 in the afternoon for nediation?

MR SMTH | should be able to nake it
work. | do have a follow on question when you have
a nonent.

M5. FLETCHER. Ckay, M. Burrola, would
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you be avail able at 1:30 on February 267

MR. BURROLA: Ms. Fletcher, is this in
person or virtual as well?

MS. FLETCHER: Virtual.

MR. BURROLA: |'Ill be avail abl e.

MS. FLETCHER: M. Snmith, what's your
guestion?

MR SMTH  Previously, you had nentioned
about other protestants participating. Are they
required to participate -- which hearings are they
required to participate in?

M5. FLETCHER: So, at the upcom ng status
heari ng, one nore person needs to appear. For the
medi ation, generally only the designated
representati ves appear for nediation, not every
nmenber of the group, but you can deci de who you want
to appear, but generally we're dealing with the
desi gnated representatives only.

MR SMTH  Ckay, so only at this status
heari ng does one additional person need to attend
fromny group?

M5. FLETCHER: That's right, yes.

MR SM TH.  Ckay, thanks for the
clarification. And now at the neeting, are they

required to participate?
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M5. FLETCHER: Well, after the status
hearing, there's going to be a protest hearing.
If this matter is not resolved in nediation to the
mut ual satisfaction of the parties, then there's
going to be a protest hearing where the board hears
the testinony and any docunentary evi dence
submtted, and then the board will deci de whet her
or not to renew the license. At that point, you,
as the designated representative, you can deci de
who your wi tnesses will be.

MR SMTH Let ne repeat ny question.
Are any of the other protestants as part of ny group
required to attend any other neetings? It's a yes
or no.

M5. FLETCHER: Well, | said yes, the
status hearing. You have one additional person
that needs to appear. For the nediation, only you
need to appear. For the protest hearing, you decide
who is going to be a wwtness at the protest hearing.

MR SMTH So, that | amclear --

MS. FLETCHER  Yes?

MR SMTH -- for the protest hearing,
| do not need to have any other protestant. |It's
not required to --

M5. FLETCHER: Well, well --
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MR SMTH. -- have any other protestant.

M5. FLETCHER  Well, no, because once your
group has been granted full standing as a result
of that one other person appearing for the status
heari ng, standing has been granted. The only thing
t hat happens next is the status hearing, | nean,
after the status hearing is the protest hearing,
at which time you deci de who your wi tnesses are going
to be.

MR SMTH. Ckay, all right, you' ve
answered my question. Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  You're welcone. M.
Burrol a?

MR SMTH. And -- sorry.

M5. FLETCHER M. Burrola, do you have
a guestion?

MR. BURRCLA: Yes, | have two questions.

M5. FLETCHER  Ckay.

MR. BURRCLA: The process that you're
| aying out for us here today, where do we obtain
that process so we're clear going forward? And then
"Il ask the second question after you respond,
pl ease.

M5. FLETCHER  \Where do you -- what's your

question again? Were do you obtain --
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MR, BURROLA: These processes that you're
going through in ternms of -- where do we obtain that
docunentation so that we are also --

MS. FLETCHER: Ckay.

MR, BURROLA: -- on the sane page as you?

M5. FLETCHER: | will send you regul ations
related to the protest hearing. Just a second.
| can make a note to nyself to send you --

MR. BURROLA: These are not avail able on
the website?

M5. FLETCHER: Well, they are.

MR. BURROLA: They are?

M5. FLETCHER: The regul ations are
avai l able on the website. So, yes, they're
avai |l abl e on the website. |If you would prefer to
check the website, that's fine, or I'mwlling to
send you regul ati ons.

MR. BURROLA: Yes, please, if you could
send those, that would be wonderful, and I'll do
my due diligence as well and review the website.

MS. FLETCHER: COkay.

MR. BURROLA: And ny second question is
in the event activity occurs that we believe is
associ ated with Power Night Cub that is illegal

or a cause to our public safety, does that expedite
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the hearing or what rights do we have as a community
as we wait for nediation and for --

M5. FLETCHER: Well, you --

MR. BURROLA: -- the hearing to occur?

M5. FLETCHER: Well, you may contact the
enforcenent division to nake a conpl ai nt about any
ot her problens that occur. Those situations wll
not inpact any of the process we have di scussed
al ready, but you would contact the enforcenent
division if you have any conplaints regardi ng the
way the establishnent is operating.

MR. BURROLA: Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER: You're wel cone.

MR. NELSON: Ms. Fletcher, this is
Comm ssioner Nelson. Can | ask you two questions?

M5. FLETCHER:  Yes.

MR. NELSON: Ckay, in regards to the Fifth
District Police Departnent, would it be possible
to have them or is it unprecedented to have them
take part in nediation, or is that sonmething that's
not typically done, or can | invite themto the
protest after nediation?

And then the second thing to that is there
I's anot her business that is adjacent to Power Ni ght

Club that is also in opposition to the renewal of
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this liquor |icense.

Now, they haven't submitted anything in
witing as of yet, but fromny neetings with this
busi ness owner, they have been inpacted. So, | know
they can't take part in nediation, but when it cones
to the protest, can | or can we have them be incl uded?

MS. FLETCHER  No, Conm ssioner Nel son,
mediation is strictly confidential and only the
parties that have been granted standing during roll
call can participate. Wat was your first
question?

MR. NELSON: Regarding the Fifth D strict
Pol i ce Headquarters and their investigations over
the last few years and having thembe invited to
the protest versus the nedi ation.

M5. FLETCHER. Well, for the protest
heari ng, you can deci de who you want to be your
W tness at the protest hearing.

MR. NELSON: Ckay, so | can include the
busi ness owners and a representative fromthe Fifth
District?

M5. FLETCHER: Yeah, that's strictly up
to you.

MR. NELSON. (Ckay, sounds very good.

Thank you greatly.
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M5. FLETCHER: You're wel cone. So, we've
got the status hearing scheduled for March 4, 2026
at 10:30 a.m That's the status heari ng.

If this matter is not resolved during
nmedi ation, the designated representatives need to
appear for the status hearing to |l et the board know
the status of the case, and M. Smth, that is where
t he one additional person fromyour group woul d
appear, at which tine the board would grant full
standi ng to your group.

The protest hearing is set for March 25,
2026 at 1:30 p.m If the matter is not resol ved
during nedi ation, that's when the protest hearing
will be held. Any other questions -- oh, M.
Hunt er ?

M5. HUNTER  Yes, | just wanted to confirm

that all of these hearings are virtual?

MS. FLETCHER: Yes.
M5. HUNTER  Ckay, thank you.
M5. FLETCHER: You're wel cone. M.

Burrol a?

MR, BURROLA: Thank you, Ms. Fletcher.
Are any -- are we allowed to have additional protest
letters submtted on behalf of the Gateway

Communi ty?
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M5. FLETCHER  No, protest letters needed
to be filed by the petition deadline, so you won't
be able to add any protest letters.

MR. BURRCLA: Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  You're welcone. M.

Smi t h?

MR. SMTH. Two questions, on these dates
t hat you've provided that we have, will they be sent
out via email?

M5. FLETCHER  Yeah, the Wbex invitation
for the nmediation conmes fromne. [|'mthe board's
medi ator, so those invitations come fromne. The
Webex invitations for the status and protest
heari ngs are sent out by another nenber of our staff.

The person that sent the roll call hearing
noti ce al so sends out the Wbex invitations for the
status and protest hearing, and those Webex
Invitations go out the day before the hearing. For
the status and protest hearing, they go out the day
before the hearing. For the nediation, you'll get
the Webex invitation fromnme within a couple of days.

MR SM TH. Ckay, and just for the record,
| did forward you the email notice of the 24th, along
with ny response and the |ack of response fromthe

comm ttee.
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M5. FLETCHER  Ckay.

MR SMTH. M second -- sorry, did you
have anything el se on that?

MS. FLETCHER. Oh, no.

MR SMTH. M second question, you nade
reference earlier to Ms. Davis, Erin Davis.
Hopefully she's still on. Maybe she's not. At any
rate, what is the process by which Ms. Davis can
participate in these proceedi ngs?

M5. FLETCHER  Well, she can't
participate in the nediation unless the board grants
her standing as a protestant due to confidentiality.

I f the board does not grant her standing as a
protestant, she can be a witness at the protest
hearing if the protest hearing goes forward, if you
want to call her as a w tness.

MR. SM TH. Ckay, thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  You're welcone. M.

Bour nes?

M5. BOURNES: Thank you. | just wanted
to ask if you could repeat when the nedi ati on hearing
IS so everyone has that? Because you repeated all
of the other ones, if you could repeat that, please?

Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  Ckay, the nediation is set
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(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

4
for -- thank you, the nediation is set for February
26 at 1:30 p.m, February 26 at 1:30 p.m for
medi ati on.

M5. BOURNES: Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER: You're wel cone. Ms.
Hunt er ?

M5. HUNTER  Yes, | wanted to follow up
on M. Burrola' s question regarding additional
protest letters. You indicated that no additional
protest letters could be submtted, but could he
read a protest letter into the record as a part of
his testinony?

M5. FLETCHER: No, no additional protest
letters, read, witten, or otherw se.

M5. HUNTER  But the person coul d appear
as a W tness?

M5. FLETCHER: If you decide -- if the
desi gnated representative decides to present that
person as a W tness, yes.

M5. HUNTER And do the witness |lists have
to be provided in advance of the hearing?

M5. FLETCHER: |'msorry, what was that,
Ms. Hunter?

M5. HUNTER Do the witness lists have to

be provided in advance of the hearing?
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M5. FLETCHER: Yeah, if this case goes
forward for a protest, you're going to get sone
additional information related to the protest, and
so, yes, you would need to submt a witness |ist
and what they're going to testify about.

M5. HUNTER  Ckay, thank you.

M5. FLETCHER. M. Smth?

MR SMTH In terns of the response to
Ms. Hunter, at the protest, as a designated
representative, aml allowed to read anythi ng?

M5. FLETCHER. |I'msorry, M. Smth, are
you --

MR SMTH Can | read ny testinony during
the protest hearing?

M5. FLETCHER: Can you read your
testinony? |s that what you said?

MR SMTH  Yes, that's ny question, yes.

M5. FLETCHER: As opposed to? | would say
yes. | nean, whatever your testinony is --

MR SMTH  Ckay, | nean, ny basic --
correct, so do | have to submt ny testinony in
advance - -

MS. FLETCHER: No.

MR SMTH -- of the protest hearing?

MS. FLETCHER: No.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR SMTH. So, in essence, | could read
soneone el se's protest?

M5. FLETCHER  You can do -- you can
present the board with whatever testinony you have
and the board will nake a decision related to
what ever testinony you submt. W have your --

MR SMTH It includes the -- okay.

M5. FLETCHER -- protest letter, and so
the protest hearing will be based on the protest
letter that's been subm tted.

MR SMTH. R ght, but | don't have to give
ny testinony verbatimfromny letter that has been
submtted, is that correct?

M5. FLETCHER |'msorry, what was that?

MR SMTH | do not have to read ny
protest letter verbatimduring the protest --
FLETCHER:  No.

SMTH.  -- is that correct?

FLETCHER:  No.

SMTH. Ckay, thank you.

FLETCHER W have the protest letter.

29 35 20D

SMTH: | understand. |'m not asking
-- | know you have the letter

M5. FLETCHER  (Ckay, yeah.

MR SMTH. | amtrying to understand
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procedurally --

M5. FLETCHER | under st and.

MR SMTH -- what we can do at a protest
heari ng.

MB. FLETCHER: COkay.

MR SMTH M. Hunter asked a question
and you responded. | wanted further clarification

and you clarified it.

M5. FLETCHER  Ckay.

MR. SM TH. Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  Ckay, you're wel cone. Any
ot her questions before | conclude the case of Power
Ni ght Cub? The roll call hearing in this matter
I's concluded. Thank you for com ng.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 10:58 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that 1| am neither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.

Weohaed Weirea

M chael Morris
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