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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
10: 31 a. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Good nor ni ng,
we are on the record.

Good norning, as Chairperson of the
Al cohol i ¢ Beverage and Cannabis Board for the
District of Colunbia, and in accordance wth D.C.
Code Section 2-571 et seqg. of the Open Meetings
Act, OVA, | amwelcomng you to the regularly
schedul ed neeting of the Al coholic Beverage and
Cannabi s Board.

This neeting is being conducted
pursuant to gui delines nade avail able by the
District of Colunbia's Ofice of Open Governnent,
regardi ng el ectronic neetings held by public
bodi es.

El ectronic neetings by the ABC Board
are authorized pursuant to Section 2-577(a) of
the D.C. Code.

Pur suant to t he Open Meet i ng
requi renents, notice of today's neeting was
provi ded 48 hours in advance of the neeting, on
ABCA' s website, and on the District's central
nmeet i ng cal endar.

The notice includes the tine, date,
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agenda, and the call-in or log-in information for
public participation.

This electronic neeting is being
hosted by a WDbEx account provided by the
District of Colunbia governnent.

Pl ease address any questions or
conplaints to the OOG at opengovoffice@ic. gov.

My nane i s Donovan Anderson. [|'m
Chai rperson of the Board. | would like to
I ntroduce the other nenbers of the ABC Board, who
are also participating electronically.

Pl ease respond when | announce your
nanes. M. Silas Gant?

VMEMBER GRANT: M. Silas Gant,
present.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Ms. Teri
Jani ne Qui nn?

MEMBER QUINN:  Ms. Teri Jani ne Quinn,
present .

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: M. David
Meadows?

VMEMBER MEADOWAS:  Good norning, M.
Davi d Meadows, present.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: M. Ryan

Jones?
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MEMBER JONES: M. Ryan Jones,
present .

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The Board has
five menbers in attendance for the conduct of
busi ness today, and that constitutes a quorum

Bef ore we get underway with today's
hearing calendar, | need to nake a few
I nstructions very clear so that the conduct of
t hese hearings is understood by everyone.

There are five cases schedul ed for
our cal endar today. Once your case is called, |
will take a nonent for our |IT specialist to
el evate the rights for each party, to enable
their canmera and m crophone.

Then and only then, will you have the
ability to enable your equipnent.

| f your case is not being heard, you
will remain nute, and your canera wll be
di sabl ed.

At the concl usion of each case, the

parties will have the option to leave. |If the
party chooses to stay, all caneras and

m crophones for the concluded case wll Dbe
di sabl ed.

Shoul d you have any questions or
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requi re techni cal assistance during the hearing,

pl ease submt them using the question and answer

feature

Al right, give nme one m nute pl ease.

(Pause.)

Qur first case this norning is a fact
finding hearing. |It's Local'd, License Nunber
127945.

Good nmorning, M. Oellana. Can you
pl ease el evate the rights of the parties in this
case, please?

MR, ORELLANA: Just to confirm vyou
sai d Local ?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, that's
the first case on our cal endar, yes.

MR, ORELLANA: Ckay, one second.
John MGowan, access el evated. Donmeni ck
Vanucchi, access el evated. Andrew Anurri o,
access el evat ed.

And, | believe that's all, Chairnman.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ckay, good
morning. Al right, could everyone pl ease cone
on canera?

MR. VANUCCHI : Hi there.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al ri ght,
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good norning. Good norning, Mster --

(Chorus of good norning.)

MR. VANUCCHI :  Good nor ni ng.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right,
hold on please, sir. M. MGowan, can you pl ease
spell and state your nane for the record please,
sir?

MR. MCGOMAN:.  Yes, good norning, M.
Chai rman. John McGowan, J-OH N MCGOWA-N,
counsel on behal f of the applicant.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And, who is
the applicant, sir?

MR. MCGOMAN: Local 'd, LLC

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: No, I'm sorry,
who are the, their (inaudible)

MR MCGOWAN: Oh, I'msorry, yes, |I'm
sorry.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So I'mcal ling
you as the representative first so you can direct
me who | should refer to, okay?

MR. MCGOWAN:. Fair enough. Yes, so
Donmeni ck Vanucchi is a 25 percent nenber of
Local 'd LLC.

And the social equity partner Andrew

Amurrio, is 50 percent equity stakehol der in the
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conpany.
They are with us today.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right,

thank you. So starting with M. Vanucchi, if I'm

wrong, | apol ogi ze.
MR. MCGOMAN:  You're right.
CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: So pl ease

spell and state your nane for the record, sir?

MR. VANUCCHI: Sure, it's Doneni ck,
DDOME-NI1-CK, last nane is Vanucchi, V-A-N U
CCHI.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: And, M.
Amurrio, please spell and state your nane for the
record, please, sir?

MR AMJRRIOC Hi there, good norning,
my nane is Andrew Anurrio, that's ANDRE-W
Amurrio, AMURRI1-0

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Good nor ni ng,
good norni ng.

MR AMJRRI G Good norning, good
nor ni ng.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right, M.
McGowan, this is a fact finding hearing, and a
fact finding hearing is that the Board, at a fact

finding hearing, we're just trying to gather
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I nformati on.

(Pause.)

The Board cannot order a licensee to
take any specific action at a fact finding
heari ng.

The parties are not sworn in; it's
very informal and so, so because you' re not sworn
In, statenents that have been nade today cannot
be used agai nst you because you wll not be under
oat h.

But we're just trying to get --

(Pause.)

(Tel ephonic interference.)

MR, ORELLANA: |'mworking with the
Chai r man.

(Pause.)

MR, ORELLANA: We see you, Chair.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, I'm
sorry, |, is everyone back? | |ost power, so is

everyone back?

MR VANUCCHI :  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | don't see
M. MGowan.

MR, ORELLANA: W can see you,

Chai r man.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  No, |'m saying
| don't see him |Is he onthe line? | don't see
him that's why, | don't see M. MGowan.

MR. VANUCCHI : Sorry, you m ght have
to Il et himback in.

MR. ORELLANA: There he is. He's
back i n now.

MR. MCGOMWAN:. Thank you. All right,
apol ogies. | think ny conputer froze up as well,
M. Chairman, so |'m back.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | | ost power,
so.

MR MCGOMAN:  Ch, okay.

MR MCGOWAN: Sorry about that.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So that's why
| was in the mddle of speaking. So, but anyway,
but we'll make sure everything happens. But
anyway, all right.

Al right, so as | stated before,
we're just trying to gather sone information to
make a determ nation whether or not the Board
w || advise the agency to nove towards approving
t he application.

| know that this has been a | ong road

for this licensee. There has been sone bunps in
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t he road.

So, maybe M. MGowan, you can j ust
give us, set the table for us. Let us know where
we are.

| have sone questions that | wll
ask, that one of the owners can respond but you
can start off by setting the table.

MR. MCGOMAN:. Sure, appreciate that.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay.

MR. MCGOMAN: It has been a |ong
j ourney as you suggested. It's been a nore or
|l ess, a two year process trying to identify
vi abl e property, and get it built out, and call
for final inspection.

And, Local'd previously applied for
internet retail facility, which was in a Zone DI1R
space.

And it was denied before |licensing
because of zoning. And so, that was in July of
this year.

And so, they quickly pivoted and
found another |ocation that's viable. This is
the license that is being considered.

And, they built it out to conpliance

Wi th security regulations. And, Supervisory

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| nvestigator Peru conducted a few final
I nspecti ons.

And, it has been cleared as
conpliant, and the final inspection was passed.
As of | believe | ate October 2025.

And, we are now just waiting on the
final step, which would be getting approved on
the licensing docket after this fact finding
heari ng.

And, if, if they were able to be
approved this nonth, understanding we're close to
the holidays, | anticipate they would be able to
open early January.

And if |'m speaking out of school,
the owners can please tell nme. But that is how
cl ose they are to becom ng operational.

It is a social equity applicant. M.
Amurrio as you said earlier, is the social equity
partner. He's a 50 percent owner.

And, there is no change to ownership
needed at this tine.

| f there's anything you want to ask
or I've left out, M. Chairman, please let ne
know.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So, who are

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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the, I just want to put this just on the record.

I know that t hey i ntroduced
t hensel ves, so just who are the owners and the
managenent teanf

MR. MCGOMAN:.  So M. Vanucchi, |
think you're right with the pronunciation. M.
Vanucchi is a 25 percent stakehol der.

M. Amrrio is a 50 percent
stakehol der. And there's a third owner, who has
been di scl osed and been approved by the Board,

Al exander Shi .

He's not a local, he's nore of a
silent partner. He's not managi ng any of the
oper ati ons.

But he is a 25 percent stakehol der
and this applicant, on behalf of the applicant,
my firm we submtted the proper request to the
Board in February of this year to add M. Shi as
an owner, and it was approved.

So he is the third partner. In |ight
of the short notice and being out of state, he
wasn't able to attend today.

But we're hoping that wth the
majority owners and the two operating partners

who is M. Vanucchi and M. Anurrio, that woul d

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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satisfy the Board.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So, who is
maki ng | egal and managenent decisions for the
busi ness?

MR MCGOWAN: | think they're co-
managi ng nenbers of the conpany, but if you want
to ask nmy client, do you want ne to direct it to
nmy clients?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | ' m aski ng the
questions if either party want to respond, they
can. Because |I'm --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

PARTI Cl PANT: W --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Hol d on a
mnute. You are the attorney so therefore, |I'm
directing questions to you, and then you can
I nstruct your clients whether or not they shoul d
answer the questions, or if you want to answer on
their behalf.

MR, MCGOMAN: Okay, I'll answer this
on their behalf, no problem Yes, they are co-
managi ng nenbers. They are both going to be
managi ng the | egal and day-to-day operations.

But ny law firmis also going to be

retained as outside general conpliance and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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busi ness counsel, to consult wth themon | egal
conpl i ance.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So, let's just
gi ve nme, provide sone background on the business
nodel this business, please? O, yes.

MR MCGOWAN: This is going to be an
internet retailer. So it's not open to the
publi c.

There's fewer certainly as you know,
internet retailers than retailers in the city.

But they wll be delivering to
patients. | believe they intend to start out
with a three car fleet, and grow fromthere.

They're located in the Dupont area,
so a busy area for patients and visiting
patients, and a good area for a delivery hub, if
you w i |.

And, that is the nodel. It's going
to be e-commerce delivery-based.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So, what are
the products that will be offered?

MR. MCGOMAN: Doneni ck or Andrew,
woul d you |like to answer that question about the
products that you want to offer? The |egal

I nventory you intend to start with?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. VANUCCHI: Sure. At first it's
going to be the common, basic nenu itens. The
flower, oils, edibles.

And then, we'll kind of scal e out
fromthere with nore vanities of flowers, nore
varieties of edibles.

But pretty much t hose t hree
cat egori es.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right, so
| guess let ne ask you a question. Are any of
the owners or nenbers, do they have any ot her
Interests in any other nedi cal cannabi s business
within D.C ?

MR. VANUCCHI : M. Vanucchi is also
the owner of a conditional retailer license. But
there is no property that's been identified, and
that application is not a standard application.
It's not been submtted.

So he's not hol ding an actual anot her
i cense.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  What about any
ot her outside of D.C ?

MR. VANUCCHI : Not hi ng out si de.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | guess maybe

both of the owners can just give ne, just give ne

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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sone background.

Tell nme who you are. This is
probably, I'mhoping this is the first and the
last tine | wll address you.

And the reason why normally when
people are in front of the Board, it is not, it's
al ways because sonet hi ng goes w ong.

So, I"'mhoping this is the first and
the last tine that 1'll ever address you. So,
just give us sone background about who you are.
G ve us sone background about who you are.

You don't have to, we don't need to
go through the mnutiae of why M. Anurrio,
you're a social equity applicant, okay?

We don't need to go that far. Just
provi de us sone just general information about
t he owners, please.

MR AMJRRIO. Sure, sure. Wth
pl easure. M. Anderson, ny nane is Andrew
Arurrio. | grew up here in Washi ngton, D.C.
actually. | was born and raised here, |1've been
here my whole |ife.

| went to school in Hyde, Pardee,
Wlson. | pretty nmuch just, |'ve always been

interested in this industry.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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My father has a construction conpany.
My nother's a housekeeper. And we just live day-
to-day and just try to pay our bills |Iike anybody
el se.

This process has been long but I'm
very proud to be part of it, and grateful for
ever yt hi ng.

|f there is anything else you'd |ike
to know about ne, | help ny father on his day-to-
day life in construction. And, that's where |
| earned how t o nanage sone type of business.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Do you have - -
|'"mnot. M. Vanucchi, go ahead.

MR, VANUCCHI :  Sure.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes.

MR. VANUCCHI : Yes, so | noved to
D.C. about 12 years ago. I'mactually up in New
York at the nonent, |I'm working on sone real
estate projects up here.

But |'ve been back and forth to D.C
| plan on being back and forth to D.C. often,
especially once, if we get this |icense.

As far as experience goes with the
cannabi s industry, ne and Andrew, we have had a

successful Initiative 71 conpany, which we

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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started in 2017.

We did shut it down when we knew t hat
we, when we were told that we had to | ast year.

But that kind of got wus into
preparing for us, preparing for this day to be
able to actually transition to open up a | egal
nmedi cal di spensary.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right,
sir, so how long did your business operate?

MR AMJURRIO.  From 2017 till I ast
year, 2024. And, it is actually called Local'd
because when were a gifting conpany, we used to
partner wwth [ ocal food and beverage startups.

And, we would help grow their brands
by selling their products, and then they would
get a percentage of our sales.

So kind of like crowd funding to help
t hese | ocal conpanies.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Now, are you,
and | know that M. MGowan, | know that as the
attorney you probably have al so advi sed t hem

But | just want to rem nd the owners
that they are, they can only sell products that
are grown by a cultivator or a nmanufacturer in

D. C

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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So, are both owners, are they, | know
that they had a previous history and so we're not
going to ask them where the products cane from

But I'"mjust saying that | just want
to, that they are aware that if this license is
granted, that you can only sell products that are
grown and manufactured by a |licensed cultivation
or manufacturing conpany within the District of
Col unbi a.

MR MCGOWAN: Yes, M. Chairman,
they're aware and they'l|l be going through the
Metrc training once they get their credentials.

And, they've already had prelimnary
di scussions with a few of the I|icensed
manuf acturers and cultivators.

So, yes, they are aware.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Okay. Does
t he busi ness have any Schedule | substance in its
possession, either onsite or at another | ocation?

MR, VANUCCHI :  No.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Does the
busi ness have any non-nedi cal cannabis products
In its possession, either onsite or at another
| ocati on?

MR, VANUCCHI :  No.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Now, does the
busi ness clearly understand that the presence or
distribution of Schedule | or non-nedical
cannabi s products, nmay lead to the closure of the
busi ness, or the revocation of the |license?

MR VANUCCHI :  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any questions
by any Board nenbers? Go ahead. W'I|l start off
with you, Ms. Quinn, and then M. G ant.

MEMBER QUINN: Sure. | just want to
make sure that I'mfollow ng the schedul e of
events.

Sois it that you applied for this
i cense previously and you were deni ed based on
| ocation, and then you went out and found a new
| ocation to provide the sane services?

Am | getting that correct?

MR MCGOMN:  Yes.

MR, VANUCCHI : Correct.

MEMBER QUI NN:  And, does either of
these two owners or the third owner, and really
anyone in the business, have any experience
working in a |l egal cannabis business in the
District?

MR MCGOMNAN: No, this would be the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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first license that the owners will be hol ding
| egal |y.

MEMBER  QUI NN And so, in the
structure as you contenplated it in terns of
enpl oyees and such, there's no one involved in
t he busi ness who already has this experience, is
that correct?

MR MCGOMWAN: Wl --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR VANUCCHI : Um - -

MR. MCGOWAN: Go ahead.

MR, VANUCCHI : Sorry, let ne
regardi ng enpl oyees, we did hire two enpl oyees
who are going to be working in the office. Both
come from ot her dispensari es.

MEMBER QUI NN:  Ckay.

MR. VANUCCHI : Wth experience. Wth
experience with Metrc, wth Dutchie. We
specifically went out to find people wth
experience in previous dispensaries, |icensed
di spensari es.

MEMBER QUI NN:  And, what ki nds of
positions will these two individuals hol d?

MR, VANUCCHI : They're going to be

associ ates right now working in the office. Wth

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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pl ans to nmake them nanagers.

MEMBER QUINN: And, is that between
that and the Metrcs training that you have, that
you' re contenplating, is that kind of the scope
of your plan to |ike educate yourself to nmake
sure you're able to stay in conpliance with the
rul es?

MR, VANUCCHI : Yes, correct. W've
al so done a lengthy training with Dutchie, as
well. Dutchie Pay.

And t hen obviously wth John and
Meredith's help, just guiding us through the
laws. The last piece is really the Metrc
t raini ng.

MEMBER QUINN: Al right, thank you
for that.

MR. VANUCCHI :  You're wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Grant ?

MEMBER GRANT: Board Menber Quinn
actually sort of went down the path | was goi ng
to go down, but good norning everyone.

Just a question about your
rel ati onshi p and engagenent so far, with the
agency.

|"mjust checking in to see are there
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any outstandi ng questions that you have not had
answered, that you need to get answered for
educati ng you so that as the Chair nentioned, we
don't have to see you guys again, right?

So often when we have ot her heari ngs,
there are people who will nake the claimthey
didn't know, or they may be ignorant of the
facts.

So | wanted to get on the front end,
get in front of any chall enges you may have with
t he communi cati on channels with the agency, but
also if there are any specific questions that are
out standi ng, that you all have not got answers
for?

MR. VANUCCHI: | don't think at the
nmonent at least for ne. | wll say that any
guestions that we do have and | think M. MGowan
could confirmthis, we go to themfor pretty much
ever yt hi ng.

Just to nmake sure we're doing
everyt hi ng right, anyti me we need any
clarification.

O course, we're going to continue
goi ng through themto nmake sure that we're doing

everything the correct way, and follow ng every
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I aw.

This has been a | ong process so the
last thing we want to do is ness sonething up on
our side, to have to see you guys again.

But as of right now, | don't have any
guesti ons.

MEMBER GRANT: No further questions,
M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right,

t hank you, M. Gant. Any other questions by any
ot her Board nenbers? Go ahead, M. Meadows.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: Hi, good norni ng,
gentl enen. You nentioned M. Al exander Chi. How
do you spell Chi?

MR MCGOMAN: It's Shi, S-HI

MEMBER MEADOWS:  Shi, S-H I, okay.

MR. VANUCCHI : Yes, sir.

MEMBER MEADOWS:  And he's out of
state, | guess New York?

MR, VANUCCHI: He's actually in South
Car ol i na.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: Okay. And, you were
going to have a fleet of three vehicles. Have
you al ready nade those purchases?

MR, VANUCCHI: Just to clarify that,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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we're actually back to six. W have six drivers
who - -

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MEMBER MEADOWS: Ch, six?

MR, VANUCCHI : -- who, yes, we've
al ready, we've registered actually | think pretty
much all of themw th ABCA

|"mjust waiting on a few nore to get
their actual registration. But they've, yes,
they've all, they all have their vehicles.

They have their | ock boxes, their
cash boxes. Their GPS locators. They all have
everything that they need to get started.

VMEMBER MEADOWAS:  Yes, because that
|l eads nme to | just, your safety plan for those
enpl oyees, especially as a delivery service.

W all see on the internet where
soneone's selling a online sonething, and the
person on the other end could be there to steal
it fromthem Not to purchase it.

So, you have a safety plan devel oped
that you're foll ow ng?

MR. VANUCCHI : W do, and on top of
that, we actually are not going to accept any

cash for that reason.
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VMEMBER MEADOWS:  Uh huh.

MR. VANUCCHI: Ch, sorry, Andrew.
Yes, we're not going to accept any cash at all
for safety, safety reasons.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: (kay, thank you very
much.

MR. VANUCCHI : Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Any ot her
qgquestions by any other Board nenbers?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. McGowan,
on behalf of your client, any final comrents that
you want to nake, or anyone want to make as fi nal
comrent s?

MR, MCGOMAN: No, sir. However, we
do appreciate the Board squeezing us in today
before the holiday.

| know you have a busy agenda so |
don't want to waste any tinme. No questions for
now, and we appreciate the Board's tine.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you very

much.

MR. VANUCCHI : Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The Board wi | |
take this matter under advisenent. |f the Board
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decides to, so the next step is that the Board

will nake a decision if we're going to instruct

the agency to nove forward with the application.

The decision, you'll get the answer
t oday okay, for the decision wll be made. So
you Wi I | know today what the position is of the

Board, and whether or not the Board is
I nstructing the agency to nove forward with the
application.

MR, VANUCCHI : G eat.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Start wth the

I ssuance of the |license, okay?
MR MCGOMN: Geat, thank vyou
Happy hol i days.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, and

happy holi days, everyone.

MR, VANUCCHI : Thank you.

MR AMJRRI G Thank you.

MR, VANUCCHI : Happy hol i days.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: And as
stated before, | do not want to see you again
because |'m not going to be nice.

MR. VANUCCHI : W hope the sane
t hi ng.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right.
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MR. VANUCCHI : We'll see you in
January.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

(Chorus of thank you.)

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 11:00 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said transcript
Is a true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs;
and that | am neither counsel for, related to,

nor enployed by any of the parties to this action
in which this matter was taken; and further that

| amnot a relative nor an enpl oyee of any of the
parties nor counsel enployed by the parties, and
| amnot financially or otherwise interested in

t he outcone of the action.
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