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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
11: 29 a. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, the
next case, we have another fact finding hearing,
the next case is Aurora, and |I don't have the
| i cense nunber.

But anyway, Aurora. So, M.
Orell ana, can you please elevate the rights of
the parties in this case?

MR. ORELLANA: Sure thing. Rahel
Kassa, access elevated. That is all, Chair.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right,
thank you. All right, good norning, can you
pl ease spell and state your nanme for the record?

M5. KASSA: (Good norning, ny nane is
Rahel Kassa, first nane Rahel, R-A-H E-L, |ast
name Kassa, K-A-SS-A

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right,
good norning, ma'am This is a fact finding
heari ng where the Board is in the process, |
t hi nk you had applied for a, hold on --

(Pause.)

Aurora Enterprises applied for a
medi cal cannabis retailer license, and there, |

believe was it yourself or your husband who

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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appeared previously before the Board?

M5. KASSA: My husband appeared
previously on the Board on his |icense.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al ri ght,
okay, so your husband appeared previously because
there are just sone concerns.

Concerns regarding | believe that
your husband owns an al cohol |icense, and one
entity cannot, you can't have an al cohol and a
cannabi s |icense.

There is al so sone issues regarding
the | ocation, whether or not the location where
the cannabis, the dispensary is going to be
| ocated, with the -- I'msorry.

And just sone issues about basically
whet her or not there is also a, an internet
l'i cense.

And so, the Board prior to deciding
whet her or not this license is going to be
I ssued, | just want to nmake sure that you're just
providing us sone information about your
busi ness.

And whether or not, what's the
relationship if any, between your business, the

internet license, that if you're aware and if

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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your husband, | guess you knew, you m ght have
sone under standi ng because it's your husband.

But, and | will be surprised if a
wife would tell nme | don't know what business is
my husband is in.

| "' mjust saying that because that
woul d say to nme that sonething is wong there,
but that doesn't necessarily nean it's his
busi ness, or your business.

So, I'"'mnot going to take any issues
to say to your husband, or just to get sone
clarification that there is separation for this
busi ness.

So tell nme, tell nme about vyour
busi ness ma' an? What type of, what is it that
you' re requesting fromus?

M5. KASSA: Yes, so | am applying
right nowthis license is for the retail cannabis
i cense.

My busi ness nodel is actually will be
an extension of ny existing business in
Washi ngt on, D.C.

| have a market called Aurora Market,
and we pride ourself being a pillar of the

communi ty.
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We provide a space where we, we
provide the community with affordabl e healthy
food choices. And also, a space for people to
gat her .

We have a community shared space
where a | ot of the community nenber cones, gather
for ANC neeting, community neeting, and different
kind of events that we host in that space.

Wth that being said, | grewup in
Washi ngton, D.C. | went to Cardozo University.
Cardozo and UDC.

My background is in nursing and
social work. | have spent prior to COVID, as a
final readiness group | ead.

In mlitary, ny husband is a retired
veteran, so | provided support to a |ot of
mlitary nenbers.

And al so as the social work, | worked
during COVID with Montgonery County to prevent
honel ess, and reduce housing insecurity.

Through that, | have cone across the
benefit of cannabis and how it aids people well-
bei ng and nental health.

So, | wanted to conbi ne ny experience

fromthe social work and nursing background, and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

as a grocer in Washington, D.C., and bring that
comruni ty-centered nedi cal cannabis di spensary in
the community that | grew up in.

| lived in Ward 5 and actual ly the,
my business is in the sane block | grew up in.

My fam |y had businesses in that corner for the
past 20 years.

And, | wanted to be able to present a
space where people feel confortable, and want to
not just have the access to consune cannabi s, but
come and learn so they woul d have a better
under st andi ng of the benefit of the cannabis, and
kind of lighten the stigmas around it.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right.

So, for the Aurora, let ne nmake sure | have, the
Aurora Enterprises LLC, so who are the owners?

M5. KASSA: | amthe sol e owner of
Aurora Enterprise.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Ckay, so
you're sole owner. So, who is nmaking the |egal
and managenent decisions for this business?

M5. KASSA: | make |egal and
managenent deci sion for this business.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now, | know

that you have submtted an affidavit, so can you

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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tell me what was that affidavit that submtted to
t he agency?

O yes, | think you, yes, your nane
Is on the affidavit. So, what's this affidavit

that you submtted to the agency?

M5. KASSA: |'"'m sorry, which
affidavit is that?
CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  I'm sorry, did

you - -

M5. KASSA: Rahel, yes.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Did vyou
provide an affidavit to, affidavit for Visionary
Managenment Associ ation Cannabis Interest Retailer
Li cense and Aurora Enterprises LLC, Cannabis
Retail Storefront |ocated at 2006 Rhode |sland
Avenue NE?

M5. KASSA: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Are you
famliar with that affidavit?

M5. KASSA: That Vi sionary Managenent
I's nmy husband conpany, and Aurora Enterprise is
m ne.

And that affidavit, if | correct and
it's been a while just a |lot of paperwork, but is

to attest that |egal and nmanagenent decision are

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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separate, and we nake sol e deci sion i ndependently
to our conpanies. And how it operates.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So, tell ne
how, tell me about both business are |ocated, so

Al right, so tell nme about what
separation in the sense of physical separation
between -- all right, tell nme about the space.
Tel |l nme about the building.

What's in the building?

M5. KASSA: Ch, okay. So the
bui | ding have two |evels. First floor and then a
basenent fl oor.

So in a basenent floor we have one
entrance and above floor we have one entrance.

So what we have done is | have a portion of the
first level, and a portion of downstairs where ny
safe cooler is |ocated.

And, his side is half of the basenent
but we have a wall in between us conpletely that
separate us.

And, we have in the basenent, a | obby
area that we share for egress. And, | have ny
I ndependent egress and a front door as well,

upstairs.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, so
you're saying, |I'msorry, you're saying that, so
you have a shared space in the basenent?

|"msorry, not shared, commobn area?

M5. KASSA: It's an egress, yes, for

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Egr ess?

M5. KASSA: Yes, for egress, yes.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al ri ght.
And, in the, you said there is a wall so tell ne
about the upstairs?

M5. KASSA: So, upstairs when you
cone in, we have our reception area. And then,
anot her door to enter the main retail space.

We have the retail space and when you
head towards the back, we have another wall that
separates the retail space from enployee
bat hroom and enpl oyee |ike shelf area.

Ane then, you wll have an access to
go downstairs. That downstairs takes us to a
door.

That door wll |ead to another space
where our, where we |ike prepare package | evel.

And then al so that area houses an

exi sting cooler that we had, that is serving as

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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our safe.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:

about your, oh no, you have al ready done that.

So, how many |icenses have you, Aurora, applied

for?

MS. KASSA: So, | have one, the

retail |icense and | have a

manuf acturing, a conditional culti

And the cultivation are two tiers. A
tier one and | think is a tier three, I'msorry,

tier six that tier six and tier one as | have

condi ti onal .

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:

so you have a conditional manufacturer |icense

and this is aretailer license?
M5. KASSA: Uh huh.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:
M5. KASSA: Yes.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:
the retail |icense, what products
plan to, what products is it that

sel | ?

M5. KASSA: So right now we'll be

focusing on flowers and edi bl es.

far, the existing cultivator and manufacturers |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC
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is it that you

you plan to
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was able, like legal, that | was able to visit,
and have al ready spoken to them

So right now, | only have the
availability to source the flowers and the
gunm es.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now, you said
you have a conditional manufacturer |icense. And
you have this retailer |icense.

Do you have any interest in any other
cannabis related business within the D strict of
Col unbi a?

M5. KASSA: Yes, | stated | have two
ot her conditional cultivation Iicenses. A tier
one and a tier six.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Right, that's
what |' m saying, you have a, all right. So,
those are the only ones.

So, the other two licenses are
condi tional |icenses?

M5. KASSA: Unh huh.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ri ght ?

MS. KASSA: Yes.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, so
do you have any interest in any cannabi s busi ness

out si de of Washington, D.C ?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. KASSA: No.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: So, what
busi ness do you currently operate within D.C ?

M5. KASSA: | have a market, Aurora
Market. It is located in 500 Irving, right
behi nd Howard Uni versity.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And so, tell
me what, tell ne alittle bit about Aurora
Mar ket, if you have not done that before.

M5. KASSA: | think | have previously
mentioned it. Aurora Market is mnmy baby, my first
busi ness.

It stemfromwhen | first cane in to
D.C. when | was around 16, from Ethiopia. The
only like food access |I've had was corner stores.

And | al ways was bot hered by the fact
when you go into your corner stores, there is no
fresh fruit and fresh vegetable, and everything
was processed.

So, when ne and ny husband decided to
settle in Washington, D.C., and nake it our hone,
that is one thing | wanted to address.

Have the corner stores in Wshi ngton,
D.C., just not only carry processed food, but

actually provide healthy options to the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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nei ghbor hoods.

So currently, that's what we are
doi ng, we provide healthy food option for the
consuner.

And also in our extra space, we
created a community space where we all ow | ocal
artists to cone, put out their works, and sell
It, advertise it.

W don't take any conmmssion or
anything on it, we just provide a space where
peopl e can express thenself and al so get good,
heal t hy f ood.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right.
Does that establishnment have an ABRA |icense?

M5. KASSA: Yes, it does.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: \What type of
i cense does it have?

M5. KASSA: W have a Cass A and a
C ass C.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Do
you understand that you can only, if this |license
Is granted, that you can only distribute, store
and sell nedical cannabis produced by a D.C
l'icensed cultivation center and manufacturer?

M5. KASSA: Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Does the
busi ness currently have any non- -- does the
busi ness currently have any Schedul e | substances
In its possession, either onsite or at another
| ocati on?

M5. KASSA: No.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Does the
busi ness have any non-nedi cal cannabi s products
In its possession, either onsite or at another
| ocati on?

MB. KASSA: No.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Does the
busi ness understand that the presence or
distribution of Schedule | or non-nedical
cannabi s products, nmay lead to the closure of the
busi ness, or the revocation of the |license?

M5. KASSA: Yes, | do understand.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Any ot her
guestions by any Board nenbers? Any questions?

Go ahead, Ms. Quinn.

MEMBER QUINN: Yes, | think | nust
have m ssed sonething. Wth this Aurora
busi ness, you're saying that it does have |iquor
licenses? |s that correct?

M5. KASSA: No.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER QUI NN:  Ch, okay, okay, that's
the part | mssed. Al right, thank you.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Go ahead, M.

G ant .

VMEMBER GRANT: Ckay, again good
nmorning. As | asked in the first two hearings
prior to this one, | ask the sane standard
guesti on.

| want you to just generally describe
your relationship, as far as the engagenents
you' ve had with ABCA so far.

And, do you think there are any
outstanding questions that vyou' ve not had
answered, that you need to get answers to, that
woul d keep you in conpliance if the application
I's approved?

MS. KASSA: | don't have any
questions right now. M engagenent with the
agency has been great.

Ms. Anna, Ms. N chelle, Supervisor
Peru, has made thenself available to answer all
of the questions we have.

Whether it is conpliance, or even
provi ding resources as to who we shoul d be

tal king to.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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So, it's been great. Like | said,
it's been a bunpy road getting here. W are all
| earning as things unfold, and change.

And | appreciate everybody's patient,
and al so considering our email and allowng us to
come do this hearing today, we really appreciate
it.

MEMBER GRANT: No further questions,
t hank you.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Any ot her
guestions by any other Board nenbers? Go ahead,
M. Meadows.

VMEMBER MEADOWS:  Yes, | just wanted

to follow up on Comm ssioner Quinn's. The Aurora

Mar ket you said, had a conditional, I'msorry, it
had a Cass A and a Cl ass C al cohol |icense,
correct?

M5. KASSA: Uh huh, yes.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: Okay, all right.
And so, the, your retail, cannabis retail shop,
will have, wll that have a separate entrance
fromthe market?

M5. KASSA: Oh, they're located in a
di fferent |ocation.

MEMBER MEADOWNS: Ch, there are two

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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di fferent | ocations?
M5. KASSA: Yes, two different
| ocati ons, yes.

MEMBER  MEADOWS: And, your

conditional cultivation center, that's also at a

third | ocati on?

M5. KASSA: We still are |ooking for

a viable --

MEMBER MEADOAS:  You're still?

M5. KASSA: -- for the.

MEMBER MEADOWS: (kay, okay. Thank
you soO nuch.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al ri ght,
t hank you. You know the questions, any final
comrents you want to make, ma'anf?

M5. KASSA: No questions, but again

t hank you for taking the tine before the holidays

to hear our case. W really appreciate your
time,

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All ri ght,

t hank you, the Board will nake a decision today.

Wthin that, we'll instruct the
agency to nove forward with the issuance of the
i cense.

You have a happy holi day.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. KASSA: Thank you, happy holiday
everyone. Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right,
t hanks, goodbye.

And we are at the end of our norning
agenda.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 11:48 a.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said transcript
Is a true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs;
and that | am neither counsel for, related to,

nor enployed by any of the parties to this action
in which this matter was taken; and further that

| amnot a relative nor an enpl oyee of any of the
parties nor counsel enployed by the parties, and
| amnot financially or otherwise interested in

t he outcone of the action.

%{M /Z, é’f-;rs} r

Court Reporter
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