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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·10:56 a.m.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· The next case on

·4· ·our calendar, the fact finding hearing, Case Number

·5· ·25-251-00026, Power Nightclub Lounge Restaurant,

·6· ·Licence Number 104228.· Mr. Orellana, can you

·7· ·please elevate the parties in this case?

·8· · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· Sure thing, Abebe Beyene,

·9· ·access elevated, David Augustine, access elevated,

10· ·and Investigator Laketa Coates, access elevated.

11· · That is all, Chair.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Okay, thank you.

13· · · · · · ·Good morning, everyone.· Let me have the

14· ·parties identify themselves for the record.· Let's

15· ·start with the -- I'll wait until he comes back.

16· · · · · · ·All right, I'll start with you, Officer.

17· · Give me your title, sir.· I don't want to not

18· ·address you correctly.· Augustine, what's your

19· ·title, sir?

20· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· No worries.· Yes,

21· ·Director, thank you.· We've had hearings back in

22· ·the past when I was part of the Third District.

23· ·So I appreciate you having it here.

24· · · · · · ·My name's David Augustine.· I'm a captain

25· ·with the Metropolitan Police Department.· I'm
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·1· ·currently serving at the 5th District, and thank

·2· ·you.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Good morning,

·4· ·Captain Augustine.

·5· · · · · · ·All right, Ms. Coates, I think you need

·6· ·to change your background.· But can you, in the

·7· ·interim, can you identify yourself for the record,

·8· ·ma'am?· You need to unmute yourself.

·9· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Yes, good morning.

10· · I'm not sure what happened to my background, but

11· ·I'll change it back.· But good morning,

12· ·Investigator Coates with ABRA.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Spell and state

14· ·your -- give me your full name, ma'am, by spelling

15· ·and stating your name.

16· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Certainly, LaKeta,

17· ·L-A-K-E-T-A, Coates, C-O-A-T-E-S.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Good morning.

19· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Good morning.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Ms. Beyene?

21· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Yes?

22· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Can you please

23· ·spell and state your name for the record?

24· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Abebe Beyene, first name,

25· ·A-B-E-B-E, last name, B-E-Y-E-N-E.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And what is your

·2· ·relationship to the establishment, ma'am?

·3· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· I'm the owner of the

·4· ·establishment.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Good morning.

·6· · · · · · ·Good morning, everyone.· This is a fact

·7· ·finding hearing.· And I just would inform everyone,

·8· ·this is a fact finding hearing.· At a fact finding

·9· ·hearing the parties are not under oath, the board

10· ·is just gathering facts.· At a fact finding hearing,

11· ·the board cannot order a party to take any specific

12· ·action.· The party, however, can volunteer to take

13· ·certain actions.

14· · · · · · ·At the end of the fact finding hearing,

15· ·the options for the board, it's they can either say

16· ·no further action is needed, or the board can decide

17· ·to forward this matter to the Attorney General's

18· ·Office for them to determine if any laws have been

19· ·violated to bring a show cause hearing matter

20· ·against the establishment.

21· · · · · · ·And so this is a fact finding hearing

22· ·requested by MPD.· And so I'll just start out with

23· ·you, Captain Augustine.· Why did Chief ***10:59:03

24· ·requested that a show cause hearing, I'm sorry, that

25· ·the board hold a fact finding hearing regarding this
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·1· ·establishment?

·2· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· Specifically,

·3· ·offenses that occurred over the last year and a half

·4· ·that the Power Nightclub, I will start with the

·5· ·latest one which happened on November 2nd, 2025,

·6· ·at 1:49 in the morning while our units and our

·7· ·federal partners were in the area patrolling, they

·8· ·heard gun shots.· We were also notified through our

·9· ·shots fired technology of gun shots in the area,

10· ·and we received calls for service.

11· · · · · · ·Upon responding there, we found five

12· ·victims shot.· The five victims shot we believe were

13· ·patrons of the nightclub.· And we also found

14· ·hundreds of patrons fleeing, distraught patrons

15· ·fleeing from that location.

16· · · · · · ·With all those patrons too, we also believe

17· ·were all associated with the nightclub.· The owner,

18· ·she was actually on scene of the shooting.· She was

19· ·helpful, helped facilitating interviews and getting

20· ·video.

21· · · · · · ·However, we do believe that, while· doing

22· ·so, she was under influence of either narcotics or

23· ·alcohol, and/or both, which is clearly not only,

24· ·you know, you have five people shot, which is very

25· ·significant, or even one person shot, very
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·1· ·significant.

·2· · · · · · ·But add to it, the owner that's on scene,

·3· ·that's supposed to be in control of the club being

·4· ·under the influence, there's clearly no control of

·5· ·what's going on in the club.

·6· · · · · · ·And that leads me to our next issue

·7· ·that we have.· And this was on October 3rd, 2024,

·8· ·so just over, a little over a year ago.· And I think

·9· ·its important to note that the club, Power, is not

10· ·consistently open.· It's been kind of touch and go,

11· ·here and there, sporadically.· So to have all these

12· ·significant incidents in a short amount of time is

13· ·very concerning.

14· · · · · · ·So on October 3rd, 2024, just over a year

15· ·ago, we were notified about some activity, some

16· ·illegal narcotic activity that was going on inside

17· ·Power Nightclub.

18· · · · · · ·Our investigators, along with ABCA, went

19· ·over to investigate.· We were originally denied

20· ·access to that.· After gaining access, and after

21· ·gaining a search warrant, we ended up recovering

22· ·62 pounds of marijuana, THC waxes, THC edibles, and

23· ·three firearms.· Additionally, another firearm was

24· ·recovered from a vehicle in the parking lot.

25· · · · · · ·As you know, and as I've said in front of
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·1· ·this board before to testify, marijuana or illegal

·2· ·narcotics sales are obviously connected to violent

·3· ·crime.· And as I've said in front of this board

·4· ·before, with a club that was in the 600 block of

·5· ·E Street, NW, we had a same issue where that actually

·6· ·turned into a violent shooting, where we had a

·7· ·shooting inside that location.· And so I think

·8· ·that's a very notable offense that should be

·9· ·considered along with the shooting that we just had.

10· · · · · · ·And then in July of 2024, so six months,

11· ·five months right before that, we had 28 shell

12· ·casings recovered on the 26th at Channing which is

13· ·right outside the nightclub, so another shooting

14· ·incident, more guns involved.

15· · · · · · ·We believe this was actually -- the owner

16· ·was very helpful with us again, but she also noted

17· ·that these patrons, before the gunshots there were

18· ·fights going on inside the location or around the

19· ·location.· That's how we were able to connect that

20· ·incident with, again, the Power Nightclub.

21· · · · · · ·So within a year and a half, three very

22· ·violent crimes associated with firearms, we have

23· ·five people shot.· We have a separate incident with

24· ·28 shell casings outside the nightclub.

25· · · · · · ·And in the middle of all that, we have this
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·1· ·gigantic, and I use gigantic for a reason, because

·2· ·it just was very significant the amount of illegal

·3· ·narcotics sales for that party that she was having

·4· ·also was related to four firearms.

·5· · · · · · ·So should something have happened, number

·6· ·one, if it was lawful, if there was no sense of

·7· ·violence or even perceived violence, what would be

·8· ·the need for people, when they're these sales, to

·9· ·have weapons?

10· · · · · · ·On top of that, we did an analysis· for

11· ·2024.· And between January 1st, 2024, December

12· ·31st, 2024, within 1,500 feet of the nightclub we've

13· ·had 20 calls for service, we've had three shooting

14· ·type incidents.· We've had four, actually, I'll

15· ·take that back, we've had, for violent crime, two

16· ·assaults with dangerous weapons, we've had four

17· ·robberies, we've had one burglary, 109 thefts from

18· ·autos, 13 other thefts, and 19 were a vehicle stolen.

19· · · · · · ·And in 2025, we did the same analysis.

20· ·And again, we had another two assaults with a

21· ·dangerous weapon which, even with the five people

22· ·shot, that's classified as one incident, four

23· ·robberies, 49 theft from autos.· And we saw a clear

24· ·decrease just because the club was shut down, and

25· ·then another three thefts in another 17 vehicles
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·1· ·within that area.

·2· · · · · · ·Do I put that all on the nightclub?· No.

·3· · But that nightclub seems to be, every time they're

·4· ·open, we see the crime in that area increase.· And

·5· ·that's what brings Chief Smith's concern, and my

·6· ·concern, and my Commander Shawn Rooney's concern,

·7· ·that this nightclub, if she does not have control

·8· ·of her nightclub, it's not being secured properly,

·9· ·they're not taking the necessary actions to invite

10· ·a crowd in a business that's productive to the

11· ·community around it.· It's actually doing just the

12· ·opposite and creating a grave, and I say grave danger

13· ·for everybody in and around it.

14· · · · · · ·That's all I have unless you have any other

15· ·questions.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Okay, so let me ask

17· ·you a question.· What steps, if any, do you believe

18· ·that the establishment could have taken?

19· · · · · · ·And I thank you for the background, but

20· ·this hearing is specifically on this last incident.

21· · So what steps do you believe the nightclub could

22· ·have taken or should have taken to minimize what

23· ·occurred there that night?

24· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· The obvious, I would

25· ·say, is weapons abatement.· There's clearly not
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·1· ·good weapons abatement going on.· Obviously I think

·2· ·there's a lack of security going on.· I would say

·3· ·there's a lack of calling MPD before something even

·4· ·happens.· I would say there's a lack communication

·5· ·with MPD that they're even having an event.

·6· · · · · · ·And even more notably than that, we have

·7· ·an owner on the scene that has a past history going

·8· ·on in the club that appears to be intoxicated.· If

·9· ·you're intoxicated, on top of everything else going

10· ·on, you clearly do not have control, all right, of

11· ·what's going on with the staff.· And that's a grave

12· ·danger again to the patrons and the neighborhood

13· ·surrounding it.

14· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Now, does this,

15· ·and I'm not sure what's going on with RDO currently

16· ·in the city, but does this establishment have RDO?

17· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· They are not required

18· ·to have an RDO.· And I'll be honest with you, I know

19· ·we've talked about this in the past when I've

20· ·testified about, you know,· there was an option to

21· ·always have RDOs and mandate them.· And the

22· ·Metropolitan Police Department could fulfill that.

23· · · · · · ·Right now, due to the critical low staffing

24· ·the Metropolitan has, and the amount of overtime

25· ·that we currently have, not only in our district
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·1· ·but in other districts related to current events,

·2· ·related to short staffing,· I don't feel confident

·3· ·that, if the RDO was in place, that we'd be able

·4· ·to sit there and staff it, even if it was mandated.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So I know that

·6· ·ideally you think closing the establishment would

·7· ·maybe solve the problem.· But short of that, what

·8· ·recommendations if any?

·9· · · · · · ·And I believe that this establishment

10· ·might be changing their business model. But that's

11· ·not the purpose of this hearing, because they might

12· ·be changing their business model.

13· · · · · · ·But short of taking the license away, what

14· ·recommendations, if any, can you provide to the

15· ·board?

16· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· So, and Chairman,

17· ·please don't take this as any disrespect to anybody

18· ·on the board.· But again, I think MPD, the burden

19· ·is being put on MPD to recommend what the business

20· ·needs.· But she owns the business.· She's

21· ·conducting business, she's creating revenue from

22· ·this.

23· · · · · · ·She has chosen to put, you know, run the

24· ·business as she has done.· So I guess my question

25· ·would be what does she think that we -- you know,
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·1· ·it can't be just MPD with cops on docks ***11:07:27

·2· ·or putting cops here, cops there.· It's what kind

·3· ·of business model is she running?

·4· · · · · · ·And I kind of go back to the Adams Morgan.

·5· · In Adams Morgan, you know, they had a· bid up there.

·6· · They had a lot of investment from their community,

·7· ·and specifically the business community, to shift

·8· ·the culture in that neighborhood and to prevent a

·9· ·lot of the violence that was happening.

10· · · · · · ·And then we were a cog in that, but we

11· ·weren't the lead in that.· And I think that needs

12· ·to happen again with this, is yes, we just sit there

13· ·and say we need a couple of officers there.

14· · · · · · ·I can't guarantee I can give the officers,

15· ·but right now she's running a business model where

16· ·obviously armed individuals, and people that are

17· ·willing to sell illicit narcotics, feel comfortable

18· ·coming to her business.· And I think that's our

19· ·biggest problem with that.

20· · · · · · ·So yes, I don't know if there's anything

21· ·else that can be done, or I would recommend it, short

22· ·of taking her license away.· Because this is not

23· ·just one incident, this is not just one-off.

24· · · · · · ·We totally understand, in having a history

25· ·with night life, that things do happen in clubs,
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·1· ·in businesses that take all the precautions, that

·2· ·one-offs, we can discuss, we can reflect, and we

·3· ·can find a different way.· But this isn't a one-off,

·4· ·this is a consistent behavior every time this

·5· ·business is opened.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Well, have you

·7· ·been able to identify any suspect or suspects in

·8· ·this incident?

·9· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· I do have some good

10· ·news.· I don't know if it's made public yet, but

11· ·yesterday we were able to sit there and arrest one

12· ·person connected to the November 2nd incident.· So

13· ·we have charged that person with three counts of

14· ·aggravated assault

15· ·and introducing a firearm in a time of violence.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Was this

17· ·establishment cooperative in providing videos to

18· ·the MPD?

19· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· Yes, I will sit there

20· ·and say that.· And I've even talked to her.· She's

21· ·delightful to talk on the phone, she's responsive,

22· ·all right.· And so I don't think that there's an

23· ·issue providing what we need.· The issue is we're

24· ·rather her not -- we would rather not be at the

25· ·position of having to provide it.· We'd rather have
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·1· ·everything not happen.

·2· · · · · · ·Just as you said earlier to the folks

·3· ·before us, me saying I don't want to see you or I

·4· ·hope I don't see you before the holidays, or before

·5· ·the next holiday, I don't mean that in a negative

·6· ·way.· But I'd rather not ***11:09:45 the whole point

·7· ·of, hey, is she cooperative?· Yes, I'll give her

·8· ·that.· And I have no problems with that, but it's

·9· ·how do we not get there?

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, thank

11· ·you.

12· · · · · · ·Any questions by any board members?

13· · · · · · ·No?· All right.· Thank you Captain

14· ·Augustine.

15· · · · · · ·Let me have Ms. Coates.· I'll have her then

16· ·provide the overview.· And, Ms. Beyene, you can ask

17· ·questions, and I'll ask you to state your position.

18· · And then you'll state your position, and then we

19· ·can just have questions asked.

20· · · · · · ·So, Ms. Coates, can you tell us, from your

21· ·perspective, what occurred, from ABRA's

22· ·perspective?

23· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Absolutely, good

24· ·morning.

25· · · · · · ·So on November the 2nd, 2025, at
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·1· ·approximately 2:00 a.m., we received notification

·2· ·that a shooting had occurred at Power Nightclub

·3· ·located at 2335 Bladensburg Road.· The incident

·4· ·resulted in five patrons being shot, three males

·5· ·and two females.· All were transported to area

·6· ·hospitals.

·7· · · · · · ·MPD arrived on the scene with the· task

·8· ·force and located the victims.· Once they located

·9· ·the victims, when we got on the scene we requested

10· ·video footage.· We were allowed to view the video

11· ·footage with MPD detectives.· From our standpoint,

12· ·we did not see anything come, any ABRA violations

13· ·while watching the video footage.

14· · · · · · ·The video footage that I reviewed showed

15· ·the incident occurred up the street.· When talking

16· ·to Ms. Mimi, we know the club owner as Mimi, when

17· ·talking to Ms. Mimi, she stated that earlier in day

18· ·the crowd kept growing.· And she had called MPD

19· ·several times· for assistance.· Somebody showed

20· ·up, but they didn't offer much assistance.· They,

21· ·I guess, the car came past, stopped, and then went

22· ·on.

23· · · · · · ·Ultimately, she was outside at the end of

24· ·the night because this happened on Daylight Saving

25· ·Time weekend.· So once knowing what the time was,
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·1· ·and the status of the club, she made a decision to

·2· ·go ahead and shut down the club.

·3· · · · · · ·Ms. Mimi was actually at the door with the

·4· ·staff security, with the clickers and the counters.

·5· · Once she made the decision to close the club down

·6· ·early, she noticed a truck or some kind of vehicle

·7· ·pulling inside of parking lot.

·8· · · · · · ·So when she went to investigate this

·9· ·unknown vehicle, that's when, from her perspective,

10· ·she heard the shots, her and several -- I don't know

11· ·if they were patrons or pedestrians on the street,

12· ·but several folks went running from the area that

13· ·they heard the gun shots.· Ms. Mimi fell on her way

14· ·in, but she did -- somebody on staff did call 911,

15· ·and they did try to provide assistance.

16· · · · · · ·Again, when we reviewed the footage, we

17· ·were allowed· access to the cameras while onsite.

18· · We were allowed to interview security, security

19· ·managers, and the staff on site.

20· · · · · · ·Again, after reviewing the footage, we did

21· ·not find any ABRA violations.· The security plan

22· ·that they have on file was followed from ABRA's

23· ·perspective.

24· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, so let

25· ·me ask you a question.· How many cameras does this
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·1· ·establishment· have?

·2· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Sixteen.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And how many

·4· ·camera footage did you see?

·5· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· I reviewed, I'm

·6· ·sorry, six cameras.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So what happened

·8· ·to the other ten?· Why didn't you review the footage

·9· ·from the other ten?

10· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· The camera footage

11· ·that I reviewed actually were from the outside and

12· ·several on the inside.· I got the footage that

13· ·appeared to be relevant to the case --

14· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Okay.· You· don't

15· ·think that is your --

16· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· -- or the angles,

17· ·I'm sorry, the angles that were relevant.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So you don't

19· ·believe that if you had seen the additional ten

20· ·cameras if that would shine any light when this

21· ·incident occurred, or could have been prevented by

22· ·the establishment based on something that occurred

23· ·inside?

24· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· While on scene,

25· ·while on scene we actually looked at the monitor,
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·1· ·and you could see the camera angles.· And so being

·2· ·able to see the different monitors, you could see

·3· ·the six same monitors.· And so we selected which

·4· ·cameras gave the best vantage point.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Now was this a

·6· ·regular -- I mean, do you know what was going on

·7· ·at the establishment this night?· Was this a regular

·8· ·event, or was there a special party?· What type of

·9· ·event was going on at the establishment?

10· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· So this event

11· ·happened on Halloween weekend.· However, the event

12· ·was, from Ms. Mimi, it was targeted for· Howard

13· ·University students.· However, there was no formal

14· ·contract, but it was supposed to be a Halloween Party

15· ·targeted towards Howard University students.

16· · · · · · ·However, I did do more research online,

17· ·and I saw a promoter that did not have· anything

18· ·related to Howard on their flyer.· It just said they

19· ·were having a party at Power, a Halloween party at

20· ·Power.· But it did not say Howard University or did

21· ·not have any bison or anything related to Howard

22· ·University on the flyer.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Are you familiar

24· ·if the promoter, is ABCA familiar with this

25· ·promoter?
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·1· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· This is a new

·2· ·promoter that has recently come on the radar of ABRA

·3· ·via MPD.

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Let me ask you a

·5· ·question.· Are you aware of any other incidents with

·6· ·this specific promoter?

·7· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Yes, sir.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And just

·9· ·generally, what type of incident, is it similar or

10· ·what is it that you're aware of regarding this

11· ·promoter?

12· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· I am aware of an

13· ·incident that occurred the night before across the

14· ·street at another establishment.· It was similar,

15· ·however it did not result in the violent, I'm sorry,

16· ·it didn't result in any gunshots.

17· · · · · · ·However, there were multiple fights and

18· ·assaults that occurred with this promoter.· And it

19· ·was similar to Power with the overcrowding, and

20· ·blocking the roadway, underage, I'm sorry, not

21· ·underage, when I say underage, under 21 but over

22· ·18, so targeted towards 18 and older youth,

23· ·***11:17:37.· So that's how he works.

24· · · · · · ·I'm sorry, let me start again.· The

25· ·promoter came to us, because of MPD.· MPD got· them
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·1· ·on their radar, because this particular promoter

·2· ·has been known to target underage kids.

·3· · · · · · ·And they've been closed and shut down in

·4· ·Maryland.· And so I believe the weekend, from MPD

·5· ·to us, that whatever party or function that they

·6· ·were going to have in Maryland got cancelled, so

·7· ·they came to D.C.

·8· · · · · · ·There was an event that happened at Power

·9· ·on Friday night.· I'm not privy to everything that

10· ·happened on Friday night, however the event with

11· ·that particular promoter happened on Friday night,

12· ·and that again was 18 and older club that was chaos

13· ·and unorganized.

14· · · · · · ·So then on Saturday Power had an event

15· ·hosted, from what I found, by the same promoter.

16· · And I found it to be, I guess, the youth overran

17· ·in the street kind of similar to what we saw on

18· ·Friday.

19· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Was the

20· ·establishment cooperative in your investigation?

21· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Yes, extremely

22· ·cooperative.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And you stated

24· ·that you didn't observe any ABCA violation.· Is that

25· ·correct?
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·1· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· I did not.

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Does

·3· ·any member of the board have any questions for

·4· ·Investigator Coates?

·5· · · · · · ·Go ahead, Mr. Meadows.

·6· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Good morning, Ms.

·7· ·Coates.

·8· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Good morning.

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· You mentioned the· event

10· ·across the street.· Was that across Bladensburg or

11· ·was that down on the same side· of Bladensburg that

12· ·Power is located?

13· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· It is across· the

14· ·street.· It is across Bladensburg.· I believe's

15· ·24th Place.· It's now --

16· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay.

17· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· -- called, oh,

18· ·should I go any further with the names of stuff?

19· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· You can go ahead, ma'am.

20· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· Okay.· The name of

21· ·the establishment is Republic.· It is the Old

22· ·Bliss***11:20:03 that is across the street.

23· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay, got you.· I'm just

24· ·trying to get it in my mind.· And so can you name

25· ·the promoter?
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·1· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· They have it listed

·2· ·as Rain.

·3· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay.

·4· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· But in a different

·5· ·case I have a different name of the promoter.

·6· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Is it R-A-Y-N-E,

·7· ·R-A-I-N-E?

·8· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· No, R-A-I-N --

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay.

10· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· -- is what I see

11· ·online.· However, I do have a copy of a contract

12· ·with the promoter, or it was supposed to be the same

13· ·promoter.· However, it's on another case.

14· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· And what issues· did you

15· ·find with that promoter in Maryland?

16· ·What were there issues?

17· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· What I know,

18· ·because I didn't do the research myself, but from

19· ·MPD that they had their parties or functions

20· ·cancelled or shut down due to underage drinking.

21· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay.· Thank you very

22· ·much.

23· · · · · · ·INVESTIGATOR COATES:· You're welcome.

24· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Thank your team.

25· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Any other
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·1· ·questions by any other board members?

·2· · · · · · ·Captain Augustine, do you have any

·3· ·questions of the Investigator?

·4· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· I don't, but I do want

·5· ·to sit there and note if we're referring to the

·6· ·security plan that was developed by Power Nightclub

·7· ·on May 18th, 2019,· I would not agree that she was

·8· ·in compliance with that.

·9· · · · · · ·Because it simply states, I believe it is

10· ·Number, let's see here, Number 6, Procedure to

11· ·Preventing Patron Intoxication.· All Power

12· ·Nightclub personnel, including security staff, bar

13· ·***11:21:41, and wait will observe patrons through

14· ·that.

15· · · · · · ·We obviously have in intoxicated people,

16· ·and she was intoxicated herself.· So I would not

17· ·agree that agree that she was in compliance with

18· ·the security plan.

19· · · · · · ·And, yes, that promoter, we were aware for

20· ·the Republic Hall, we were able to sit there and

21· ·develop information that we were able to put an

22· ·intelligence product together and sit there and work

23· ·our resources along with ABCA prior to that.

24· · · · · · ·And the issues that we did have, God only

25· ·knows how bad that would have been if we didn't have
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·1· ·a heads up and get there when we got there.· So yes,

·2· ·that promoter is an issue.

·3· · · · · · ·And if I'm not mistaking talking with the

·4· ·owner of Power Night Club, I think this is the same

·5· ·issue that we had with the -- not to get off topic,

·6· ·and I apologize, if you can just indulge me for a

·7· ·second, with the illegal narcotics sale party where

·8· ·she was dealing with a promoter that I don't think

·9· ·she truly knew and understood what the promoter was

10· ·doing.

11· · · · · · ·And if she did, then I think it's even

12· ·worse.· But dealing with promoters, I don't think

13· ·she's fully aware of what they're bringing to her

14· ·club.· And that's an issue.

15· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Okay,

16· ·all right, Ms. Beyene, from your perspective, can

17· ·you share with us, what you want to share with the

18· ·board?

19· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Yes, sir.· First off, first

20· ·of all what I wanted to say to the Captain in front

21· ·of the board, I have never had alcohol, I have never

22· ·taken drugs, I have never tasted alcohol, even wine,

23· ·in my entire life.· I have never been drunk, I've

24· ·never taken alcohol, that ***11:23:28 my name.

25· · · · · · ·Anyone who knows me, including ABRA
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·1· ·investigators, I have never, ever.· That, again,

·2· ·is my religion, never tasted alcohol, never tasted

·3· ·drugs in my entire life.· Anyone· who knows me knows

·4· ·that.· The entire city knows that.· And that's

·5· ·something I wanted to explain to the board, never

·6· ·been intoxicated,· never had alcohol.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So what are the

·8· ·hours of operation of your establishment?

·9· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Okay, I have much to say, but

10· ·my hours of operation is 2:00 p.m. to 3 a.m. on a

11· ·weekend, 2:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m on weekdays.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So when did this

13· ·incident occur, and what were the hours?· Were these

14· ·extended hours?· I don't know, I'm just asking the

15· ·question.

16· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· No, I opened 10 o'clock,

17· ·10:00 p.m.· I closed 1:42.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So when did this

19· ·incident occur?

20· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Okay, to start from the

21· ·beginning, this is also for, I'm going to address

22· ·it to the Captain.

23· · · · · · ·And number one, from the time I opened from

24· ·10:00 p.m. to 1:42, I called MPD eight times, eight

25· ·times.· In fact, all my calls are asking, I need
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·1· ·a police presense, not because I'm expecting

·2· ·shooting but because the crowd keeps growing.· I'm

·3· ·begging on the phone, please, please send, we need

·4· ·police presence.

·5· · · · · · ·What I was scared of at that moment,

·6· ·because I'm always at the door, because the traffic

·7· ·is fast.· Cars drive up and down fast.· So people

·8· ·are on the street, on the street doing all types

·9· ·of things.· And I wanted to present -- it's

10· ·recorded.· When I called, I kept telling the

11· ·operators, I don't want somebody to get hit by a

12· ·car.

13· · · · · · ·That's recorded.· You can be able to get

14· ·it from MPD.· Eight times from my phone, I actually

15· ·submit that as evidence to the investigator.  I

16· ·called eight times just to have a police presense

17· ·for that night.· Nobody came.· No one came.

18· · · · · · ·So when I opened that night, it's a

19· ·Halloween event, it was Halloween weekend, we

20· ·opened.· Around 1:40, exactly 1:42, because I

21· ·looked at my time.· I said to my two female security,

22· ·I said let's break it down, meaning the crowd, the

23· ·***11:27:06 for the crowd.· I told her, I told both

24· ·of them let's break it down.· We are closing.

25· · · · · · ·So one of my security told me, you know,
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·1· ·we're going one hour back.· I said it doesn't

·2· ·matter.· We're going to close.

·3· · · · · · ·So when they were cleaning up, I see a car,

·4· ·a pickup truck, you can see it on camera as well,

·5· ·pull up and came inside the parking lot.

·6· · · · · · ·So when I saw that, because it's a closing

·7· ·time, and that's just how I am, I'm very curious.

·8· · And I watch everything that goes on.· And I'm

·9· ·sober.

10· · · · · · ·And I walk to the car and just stand by

11· ·the -- you can see me on camera.· I'm just standing

12· ·when these people come out of the car to let them

13· ·know we're closed.· So I'm standing, standing.· The

14· ·pickup truck is in the parking lot.· I'm looking

15· ·at it.· I can't see them, because it's dark.

16· · · · · · ·And right in that moment, I hear shooting

17· ·to the right side of the building.· This is past

18· ·the building, past this ice cream truck, past two

19· ·or three cars.· I can hear it.

20· · · · · · ·So when I hear -- in fact, when I run

21· ·myself, I was running towards my establishment, I

22· ·fell and hurt myself.· So I have to go to emergency

23· ·room at the end of the night, after I, you know,

24· ·I did the video, I assisted the MPD, I assist ABCA.

25· · Right after, I went strait to ER, because I hurt
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·1· ·my head.· I hit my head on the street.

·2· · · · · · ·So that's what happened.· That's when the

·3· ·shooting took place.· What I saw, right, once I'm

·4· ·reviewing the tape with the investigator, I'm

·5· ·looking at it, a gold car, I don't know the make

·6· ·of it, a gold car pull up about three, four, five

·7· ·minutes prior to that, pull up.· And the driver did

·8· ·not come out.· He sat in the car, okay.· This is

·9· ·from the video I watched.· He sat in the car.

10· · · · · · ·And the passenger came out and start

11· ·shooting.· That's also on the video clearly.· These

12· ·are not people who came into my establishment.

13· ·These are people who did drive by.· And it's

14· ·clearly, if you review the tapes you can see it.

15· · Because I reviewed the tapes with MPD, I reviewed

16· ·the tapes with ABCA, I reviewed the tapes with ATF.

17· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So what type of,

18· ·you say it was Halloween event, so who's this

19· ·promoter, and what was --

20· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Yes.· You know, like the

21· ·Captain said, we can't open regularly anymore,

22· ·because the area is not safe anymore.· Some of us

23· ·don't want to do parties in that neighborhood.

24· · · · · · ·It doesn't matter if I'm open or I'm

25· ·closed, there's always crime.· There's always
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·1· ·shooting.· There's always robbery.· There's always

·2· ·car jacking.· There's always car breaking.· It's

·3· ·always -- unfortunately, I've been there for nine

·4· ·years, the past three· and a half years has been

·5· ·to the point I'm scared for myself.

·6· · · · · · ·I have to -- security has to escort me out

·7· ·of the building.· And the sad part of that is MPD

·8· ·-- again, I can provide MPD how many times I called,

·9· ·when I called, how I called, what I say.· Because

10· ·they're not cooperating.· Some days it takes 15,

11· ·20 minutes to pick up the phone.· This is fact.

12· · · · · · ·So I do everything according to the rules,

13· ·everything.· I don't sell under age.· I don't.

14· ·Everything single thing I do in that establishment

15· ·is according to the ABRA rules and regulations.

16· · · · · · ·But what happened, what takes place

17· ·outside I cannot be able to control that by myself.

18· · What do you do when you see something?· I'm one

19· ·of those people. I'm always, always, always

20· ·***11:32:19.· I'm watching.· From the time I open

21· ·until I close, I'm standing at the door with my

22· ·security.· Any movement, anything I see I call

23· ·police in order to prevent this type of situation

24· ·from taking place.

25· · · · · · ·So between 10:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m., I
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·1· ·called eight times from my phone.· My security

·2· ·manager called, my waitress called.· There was one

·3· ·time a police cruiser just passed me by, passed the

·4· ·club, he didn't even look towards the club.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So what is it that

·6· ·-- what's the solution?· I mean, you have a license,

·7· ·there are these events occurring.· I guess let me

·8· ·ask a question.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Yes.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Have you worked

11· ·with this promoter before, or how did you get in

12· ·contact with the promoter?

13· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Yes, you know, this

14· ·***11:33:37 promoted from D.C.· Ninety-nine

15· ·percent of them, they don't come ***11:33:42.

16· ·Simply if I called right now and asked a promoter

17· ·to do an event, the first thing they will tell you

18· ·is, oh, my clientele will not come near to that area.

19· · · · · · ·You know why?· Because of, number one, the

20· ·number one thing is car break-in, okay.· This is

21· ·recorded.· In fact, they don't even just break cars

22· ·on the street, they break cars inside private

23· ·parking.

24· · · · · · ·I had MPD standing at the door.· I said,

25· ·Officer, can you see those people?· They're
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·1· ·breaking cars across from you, across from you.

·2· ·And the MPD said to me, the police officer, if I

·3· ·have to mention the name I can mention the name,

·4· ·I said, Officer, can you· see them?· They're

·5· ·breaking cars across from you by the metro.

·6· · · · · · ·The Officer said to me, I'm waiting for

·7· ·backup.· By the time that Officer is waiting for

·8· ·backup, they broke the entire, at least 20, 30 cars.

·9· · But a police officer is standing right at my door.

10· · · · · · ·I'm not blaming this to anybody.· That

11· ·area, unfortunately, I've been there for nine years,

12· ·I did everything I'm supposed to do according to

13· ·the book, according to DC law.· Have I made

14· ·mistakes, yes, there was a mistake· made a couple

15· ·of years ago that the Captain tried to bring that

16· ·up.

17· · · · · · ·When it comes to this case, I did

18· ·everything I'm supposed to do, including letting

19· ·MPD know before somebody gets hit by a car, please

20· ·come and show your presense.· Nothing happened

21· ·inside.

22· · · · · · ·And I'm going to say this, it might be

23· ·annoying, I have never had alcohol, I have never

24· ·had tasted any type of drug in my entire life.· It's

25· ·against my religion.· I was not intoxicated.· And
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·1· ·if anyone, you can ask, all the investigators, ABRA,

·2· ·anybody in Washington, D.C., everybody knows me

·3· ·being sober 24 hours a day.· So that's damaging my

·4· ·name.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Whats the

·6· ·occupancy of your establishment?

·7· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Two-hunded and ninety-nine.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And do you know how

·9· ·many, approximately, people were there that night?

10· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· For me, I'm always at the

11· ·door, like I said.· I have one clicker on the side,

12· ·I show it to the investigator.· I have another

13· ·clicker on the side.· Everybody who comes in, I

14· ·click on this, people come and go.· When they leave

15· ·I click on this.· I have· always had two clickers.

16· · · · · · ·So the minute it gets to 2:50, unless

17· ·somebody comes out of the building, I don't let

18· ·anybody in.· That's why if you see the video, I stop

19· ·letting people in.· I said security, stop.· Because

20· ·not only I don't go over capacity, I don't get close

21· ·to capacity for safety reasons.

22· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So how many

23· ·security guards did you have working at the

24· ·establishment that night?

25· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· That night, I have eight.
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·1· ·And one, he is assistant, and he basically watch

·2· ·videos.· He sit in the office watching videos.

·3· ·That's number nine.· When he does any movement,

·4· ·okay, this is something I learned from the past.

·5· · I've been in the business for a long time, any

·6· ·movement you see on video, the slightest movement

·7· ·can be big.· So I always have somebody watching the

·8· ·video.

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, any

10· ·questions by any board members?

11· · · · · · ·Captain, do you have any questions of the

12· ·owner?

13· · · · · · ·CAPTAIN AUGUSTINE:· I do not.· But I will

14· ·sit there and say if the board of this is going to

15· ·show cause, and there is need to review, I do have

16· ·the calls for service for that night.· There were

17· ·only three specifically from Mimi, all right.

18· · · · · · ·And it's actually documented that when you

19· ·call, you don't call the police department.· You

20· ·call the OEC.

21· · · · · · ·And I have all the notes of what was said

22· ·or what was translated within the notes.· And we'd

23· ·be happy to produce them.· I don't think it paints

24· ·as clear of a picture as what she was saying, that

25· ·there was an abundance of non-policing.
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·1· · · · · · ·And I'd also encourage her, that if she

·2· ·doesn't feel the Metropolitan Police Department is

·3· ·conducting themselves in an appropriate manner when

·4· ·she calls, that she does have the -- she has my phone

·5· ·number, all right.· I know she has my phone number,

·6· ·because we've spoken over the phone.· And she also

·7· ·has a mechanism to file a complaint.

·8· · · · · · ·And then I also can sit there, if

·9· ·***11:39:10 office, unless you guys want to do it

10· ·here, I can clearly show that, when her club is open,

11· ·crime in the neighborhood does go up.· So I do

12· ·believe that it's her club that is causing the crime

13· ·to come to the neighborhood, not the neighborhood

14· ·bringing the crime to her club.

15· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, I don't

16· ·have any other questions for any other parties.

17· ·So, Ms. Beyene, any -- well, I'll have you –

18· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Yes, I want to say· -- I guess

19· ·there are a few things after, okay.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Right.

21· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· Never mind, I'm sorry.

22· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· No, you're going

23· ·to get the last word.· So I think that we're at the

24· ·end.· So what is it that you want to say, ma'am.

25· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· I'm glad the Captain said
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·1· ·it's recorded, and I'm aware of that.· Those eight

·2· ·calls specifically say what I just said.· Please,

·3· ·please, sometimes I'm begging you, I use the words

·4· ·I am begging you, send the police.· I need a police

·5· ·presence.

·6· · · · · · ·I'm not accusing MPD, what they do,

·7· ·that's not my job to do.· But my job is to let the

·8· ·board know what I do when it comes to my

·9· ·establishment, how I conduct my business.· And when

10· ·something -- I feel like something about what

11· ·happened last night, it's the smallest thing.

12· ·Everybody knows that, the smallest thing happens,

13· ·I'm calling 911.

14· · · · · · ·Sometimes, it might be annoying for the

15· ·operator.· I call 911 before something big happens.

16· · At the same time, what I wanted to address is also,

17· ·not only just because of the crime in that area,

18· ·because of the neighborhood is getting worse by the

19· ·day for my own safety.

20· · · · · · ·On the top of that, because I know

21· ·promoters want to come near that area because of

22· ·the business.· Like the Captain said, I can't open

23· ·regularly, because nobody wants to come.

24· · · · · · ·I'm in the process of, I'm sure ABCA is

25· ·aware it, I'm in the process of changing the business
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·1· ·because of a lack of business, because of the crime

·2· ·in the neighborhood.· I just wanted to address that.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Okay.· I'm going

·4· ·to bring this matter to closure.· Captain, thank

·5· ·you for your representation today.

·6· · · · · · ·As Ms. Beyene stated, she's changing her

·7· ·business model.· I don't know how quickly· that

·8· ·will occur.· And I'm not sure how that will impact

·9· ·what's going on in the neighborhood based on the

10· ·changing of the business model.· And we'll see.

11· ·So thank you for being here today and your

12· ·representation.

13· · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Beyene, for being here today

14· ·and your representation.

15· · · · · · ·And as I stated, the board will take this

16· ·matter under advisement.· The board will either

17· ·state that there is no further action or, based on

18· ·what's presented today, the board will forward this

19· ·matter to the Office of the Attorney General for

20· ·them to determine if any violations have occurred

21· ·to have a show cause matter in this matter.· Okay,

22· ·So --

23· · · · · · ·MS. BEYENE:· I appreciate --

24· · · · · · ·(Simultaneous speaking.)

25· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you very
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·1· ·much for being here today.· And happy holidays to

·2· ·everyone.

·3· · · · · · ·All right, thank you, have a great day.

·4· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

·5· ·went off the record at 11:43 p.m.)
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·1· · · · C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

·4· ·my direction; further, that said transcript is a

·5· ·true and accurate record of the proceedings; and

·6· ·that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor

·7· ·employed by any of the parties to this action in

·8· ·which this matter was taken; and further that I am

·9· ·not a relative nor an employee of any of the parties

10· ·nor counsel employed by the parties, and I am not

11· ·financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

12· ·of the action.
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18· ·_______________________

19· ·Sam Wojack
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