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ROLL CALL HEARI NG

IN THE MATTER OF:

Deset Et hi opi an

Rest aurant, LLC

t/a Deset Ethiopian

Rest aur ant X

6128 Ceorgia Ave NW : Roll Call
Retailer CT - ANC 4A . Hearing
Li cense No. 098818 :

Case #25- PRO- 00102

(Li cense Renewal)

Monday
Novenmber 11, 2025

The Al coholic Beverage and Cannabi s
Board net via WebEx vi deoconference, LaVerne
Fl etcher, Board's Agent, presiding.
PRESENT:
LAVERNE FLETCHER, ABC Board's Agent
ALSO PRESENT:

DESTA ARAYA, Appli cant
PAULA EDWARDS, Pr ot est ant
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
10: 20 a. m

M5. FLETCHER The next case on the
cal endar is Deset Ethiopian Restaurant, Case
Nunmber 25-PRO- 00102. Deset Ethi opi an Rest aur ant,
LLC, 6128 Ceorgia Avenue, NW License Nunber
ABRA098818. This is a Retailer Cass CT Tavern
Li cense Renewal. The protest issues are adverse
I npact on peace, order, and quiet, real property
val ues, residential parking needs, and vehicul ar
and pedestrian safety. M nane is LaVerne
Fl et cher, conducting the role call hearing as the
Board’s agent. |s anyone present on behal f of
Deset Et hi opi an Rest aurant ?

MR. ARAYA: H, ny nane is Desta
Araya, 6128 Ceorgia Avenue.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you very much
M. Araya. |Is anyone present on behalf of ANC
4A?

M5. EDWARDS: Hello, | am Paul a
Edwards, Chair of ANC 4A. How are you, M.
Fl et cher ?

M5. FLETCHER  Good norning, M.
Edwards. How are you today?

M5. EDWARDS: Fine, thank you.
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M5. FLETCHER: 1s anyone else with you
t oday, Comm ssi oner?

M5. EDWARDS: Comm ssioner Al ex Akul a
I's designated as the primary, but | do not know
if he is on the call today.

M5. FLETCHER Yes, thanks for that.
| received your email this norning that you
afforded the invitation to M. Akula. 1Is he
going to be the person representing ANC 4A goi ng
f orwar d?

M5. EDWARDS: He will be the primary.
| wll assist himif necessary.

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, and so we should
send the WebEx invitations to you both.

M5. EDWARDS: Yes, if you could.
Thank you. Do you need his email address?

M5. FLETCHER | believe that it is in
the email that you sent, but if | do not have it
| wll et you know.

M5. EDWARDS: Ckay, that is great.

M5. FLETCHER: ANC 4A does have
standing as a protestant. W need to set a date
for a status hearing, a protest hearing, and a
medi ation. | amgoing to give you the dates for

the status hearing and protest hearing first.
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The status hearing is set for January 7th.

M5. EDWARDS: All right.

M5. FLETCHER: January 7, 2026 at
10:30 a.m for the status hearing. The protest
hearing is set for February 4, 2026 at 1:30 p. m
| amgoing to give you the next avail able day for
nmedi ati on. The next avail abl e day is Tuesday,
Novenber 25 anytinme between 10: 30 and 1:30. That
I s Tuesday, Novenber 25th. Does that date work
for you, M. Araya?

M5. SERBESSA: |’m so sorry, Novenber
25th is in 2026, right?

M5. FLETCHER: Just one second. Wo
I s speaking, please?

M5. SERBESSA: |'’mso sorry, | amhis
wife.

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, so what did you -
- well, can you tell nme your nane, please, since
you are present?

M5. SERBESSA: Gkay, E-ME-P-E-T,
first nane.

M5. FLETCHER: What is the first nane
agai n?

M5. SERBESSA: E-M E-P-E-T, |ast nane
S-E-R-B-E-S-S-A, Serbessa.
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M5. FLETCHER: Spell the |ast nane
agai n.

MS. SERBESSA: S-E-R-B-E-S S-A

M5. FLETCHER: Okay, | think | got
that. Now, what were you sayi ng?

M5. SERBESSA: My question was, you
sai d Novenber 25th on Tuesday, --

M5. FLETCHER May | ask you
sonet hing? Are you speaking on behal f of M.
Araya?

MS. SERBESSA: Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Does he need an
interpreter?

MS. SERBESSA: |'mso sorry, | wanted
to make sure the date for Novenber that is all.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you, | amj ust
aski ng whet her or not he needs an interpreter
going forward. You are speaking on his behal f, |
just want to nmake sure.

M5. SERBESSA: No, he do not.

MR. ARAYA: Yes, yes, she is speaking
on ny behal f.

M5. FLETCHER kay, so do you need an
interpreter fromus or are you going to be okay?

MR, ARAYA: | will be okay.
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M5. FLETCHER kay, thank you, M.
Araya. The date under consideration is Novenber
25th anyti ne between 10: 30 and 1: 30.

MR, ARAYA: Yes, ma’ am

M5. FLETCHER. Do vyou have a
preference with the tinme? Let nme ask
Comm ssi oner Edwards, do you have a preference
for time?

M5. EDWARDS: | woul d prefer 1:30, but
| wll defer to M. Araya, depending on what he
would like. M. Desta, |'’msorry.

M5. FLETCHER kay.

MR ARAYA: It is okay.

M5. FLETCHER So which ever tine
wor ks for you M. Araya is going to be fine. Are
you avail able at 1:30 on Novenber 25th, or would
you prefer another tine?

MR, ARAYA: Well, no, we are going to
say it is okay.

M5. FLETCHER kay, perfect, thank
you. Mediation is set for Tuesday, Novenber 25th

at 1:30. | wll send you the WebEx invitation to
attend. | will see you then. Any questions, M.
Ar aya?

MR. ARAYA: | do not have any. Thank

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

you.

M5. FLETCHER: kay, thank you very
much. Ckay, thank you for comng, and I wll see
you on the 25th at 1:30.

M5. EDWARDS: Thank you very nuch.

M5. FLETCHER You are wel cone.

M5. EDWARDS: Goodbye.

M5. FLETCHER: The roll call hearing
in this matter is concl uded.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 10:27 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said transcript
Is a true and accurate record of the proceedings;
and that | am neither counsel for, related to,

nor enployed by any of the parties to this action
in which this matter was taken; and further that

| amnot a relative nor an enpl oyee of any of the
parties nor counsel enployed by the parties, and
| amnot financially or otherwise interested in

t he outcone of the action.

Ahamad- Shaki | Azi zi
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