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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

10:50 a.m.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Our next
hearing was to start at 11 o'clock. So I'm not
sure if the parties are actually available to --
they're available? All right.

So our next case is a fact finding
hearing, which is Uptown, LLC, License number
129646. So, Mr. Orellana, can you please elevate
the rights of the parties in the next case?

MR. ORELLANA: Sure. Tatiana
Pastukhova, your access has been elevated. That
is all, Chairman.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Hello.

CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: Can you turn
your camera on, ma'am, if you are able to do so?
Okay, yes. Good morning. Can you spell and
state your name for the record?

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Yes. It's Tatiana,
T-A-T-I-A-N-A. And the last name is Pastukhova,
P-A-S-T-U-K-H-0O-V-A.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right.
Good morning, ma'am.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Hi. Good morning.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right. You
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applied for a multipurpose license for this
establishment. I think it's, we were, we're all
aware that the Uptown Theater was a theater, was
a movie theater. And it ceased to operate.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: And so I think
it was vacant for, I think actually it is vacant.
And so now you are reapplying for a CX license
for this location.

So can you tell us what is the
business model? Just tell us who you are and
what is it that you are applying for. And moving
forward what is it that we plan to see at the
Uptown Theater?

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Absolutely. So my
husband, and my partner, and I, we are the
founders of ARTECHOUSE, which is an innovative
art space in the District. We opened it in 2015.
And we've been running it in the southwest of the
D.C. area.

We have a great love for the D.C. And
we work really hard to elevate D.C. arts scene.
So when this opportunity came around for the
Uptown Theater we have wonderful memories going

back.
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And we couldn't see the space turned
into another, you know, CVS or another type of
use. So we wanted to bring it back to its glory
of being an arts use.

So we've negotiated a lease, and
decided to get an opportunity to seek that.
Actually it was an article published in The
Washington Post recently that talks about this
briefly.

But our goal is to bring it back to
its glory as a cinematic space. And we have
applied for a liquor license for the, a beverage
program to be a part of that.

We currently have a bar, a first
experiential bar in our space in Southwest. And
we've seen a great offering for that for the
guests. And it has a CX multipurpose license.

And so we were seeking a similar one
for this space as well, where we can offer
concessions and beverages to the visitors, on par
of what you would experience when you go to a
theater or some cinemas like Drafthouse, where
you can get, you know, a drink as you go in for

your experience. And, yes.

CHATIRPERSON ANDERSON: So tell me, you
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said you have a, you have something similar in
D.C. Tell me about that. Tell me about --

MS. PASTUKHOVA: I wouldn't say it's
similar. I'm just giving you kind of a
background of where we come from. That we are,
you know, art supporters.

But the D.C. space 1is an exhibition
space. It's a gallery that showcases different
exhibitions by artists who work at the

intersection of arts and technology.

This one 1s going to be focused on
cinematic experiences. But reimagining the glory
of a cinema through latest technology.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: So explain that
to me. I'm a lay person. I come, tell me, if I
come -- All right. If I come to the Uptown

Theater, I know prior I'd go to the Uptown
Theater. A big movie is opening up, and I want

to see that movie experience because it has a

wonderful big screen.

So what, when I go to the Uptown, and
I've been to the Uptown Theater --

MS. PASTUKHOVA: That's good.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: -- when it had
a, when it was operating as a movie theater. So
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I'm saying that I've been there. It's no longer.
So you tell me, if I was to come to the Uptown
Theater what am I going to, tell me what's going
to be in there.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: You're going to see
one of the, I guess you're going to see a really
big screen that can bring to life not just
movies, but other cinematic experiences, whether
they're from artists, or whether they're from,
you know, film makers.

Or maybe, you know, to rewatch one of
your favorite movies that you had an opportunity
to see in Uptown previously, but in a very, you
know, new, upgraded format.

There will be seating there. But it's
going to be a more intimate experience. But on
a, that type of like Uptown screen level.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Any questions
by the Board Members?

MS. PASTUKHOVA: So the screen 1is
going to be three times bigger than what it used
to be. But it's going to be a very similar
setup.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Explain that to

me. Explain. All right. How, explain how,
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explain that to me, please.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Well, you know, the
goal is to really put you into the experience.

So that, you know, currently most of the things
are able to be done with a VR headset.

We're talking about taking that off
and having a real life experience that you're
able to share with folks next to you, and making
it more submerging than just kind of a, one type
of flat screen.

There are a lot of things in the
works, and things that I can talk to and discuss.
But I think this is kind of, I don't know if this
addresses or not your --

CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: I want you to
tell us as much information as possible. I mean,
you're asking for, the type of license you're
asking for, okay. So it's a multipurpose
facility.

Under 25113G1 you need to let, you
need to satisfy to the Board that one, you're a
legitimate theater, university, museum,
conference center, art gallery, or other facility
for the performance of sports, cultural, or

tourism related to activities.
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Or two, well you're not an indoor park
building or facility that primarily serves the
recreational.

So Number 1 is that you need to, in
order to qualify, for the Board to say to the
Agency, we believe that you are a legitimate
theater or art gallery. So you need to convince
us that you have met what --

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Right.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: -- the statute,
what 25113G1l states. And then if we're satisfied
then we'll say to the Agency they can go ahead
and process the application. So that's basically
where you are.

So this is your opportunity to let us
know that you are a legitimate theater or an art
gallery for us to say —--

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Absolutely.

CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: -—- we believe
you and the Agency should move forward and
process the application.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: So there's going to
be theatrical type of seating happening. And we
will be seeing cinematic experiences that are

visual, that are both visual and audio.
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There will be elements sometimes of
potential, you know, like -- everything, it's art
focused in a sense that there are -- I'm sorry.
I'm sorry. I have a small 4 month old baby.

Just give me one minute.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: That's fine.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Sorry. So going back
to it. It will be, as I mentioned, so it will be
a single screen with seating, more intimate than
what the Uptown Theater used to be.

It will feature cinematic experiences,
including films, as well as arts focused type of
installations that are to be experienced with
kind of a viewing in mind.

So everything is very much digitally
driven. If we're talking about our current
concept, which is ARTECHOUSE, which is created as
a walk around type of museum gallery space, this
is more of, with an actual sitting, and visual
experience. Less so participatory.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right. Any
questions by the Board Members? Go ahead, Mr.
Grant.

MEMBER GRANT: Thank you for coming

before us, and providing us with the information
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that you've done, that you've provided with us
thus far.

Our Chair talked a bit about you
validating yourself in this space of arts and
creativity. Are there any awards that you can
speak to that you or your team have won? Are
there any experiences that you all have created
outside of D.C.? Just anything that can further
validate your --

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Absolutely.

MEMBER GRANT: -- presence in this
space.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Yes. Absolutely.
Last year we were awarded a Mayor's Award as one
of the leading art spaces. So we were honored at
the 30th Annual Mayor's Arts Awards.

As far as our presence, we are, our
shows are award winning. We Jjust got a Webby
Award for a few of our shows. We have locations
across other cities.

We've been present in the markets of
New York City for five years. We're celebrating
five years there. We just opened a space in
Houston, Texas this summer.

We also have presence in Miami for
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over five years. We are a well internationally
recognized company. And our studios' work has
been award winning.

For us this is a passion work that we
do. And Uptown Project is the passion project
that we want to bring back to its glory, as I
mentioned earlier.

Would you like me to elaborate on any
of these, Mr. Grant?

MEMBER GRANT: No. I just wanted to
get on the record some of the recognition you all
have received. Obviously something like this we
want it to be successful for the city.

And for the viewers that are watching
this hearing, and for those of us who have to
weigh in on it, it's important that you lay out
as much as you can in terms of your reputation
and your work thus far. So thank you for that.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Absolutely.
ARTECHOUSE, our first project that we founded,
has been at the forefront in pioneering the arts
and technology medium.

We've actually been the first platform
for artists who work at the intersection of arts

and technology since opening our first location
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in D.C. in 2017.

Since then the world has taken a look
at this medium, and has embraced it. And we're
very thankful. We've lighted many creative and
artists, giving them a platform who have now made
big names for themselves, and have gotten
recognition in large museums like MOMA. We're
very proud of that.

So this is an exciting next
opportunity for us. And we're thrilled to make
it happen again in D.C., and in a city that 1is
very much beloved by us.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Any other
questions, Mr. Grant?

MEMBER GRANT: No other questions from
me.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right.
Thank you. Go ahead, Mr. Short.

MEMBER SHORT: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman. And still, good morning --

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Good morning.

MEMBER SHORT: I'm not going to even
try to pronounce your name. But good morning to
you.

It sounds like a great concept.
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Currently now the, and I'm very familiar with the
theater also. 1I've been there on many occasions,
and saw some wonderful programs there, movies.

So do you have any drawings, or
anything that the Board or the Agency could look
at that would show how the space now that is once
a theater is now going to be transformed into a
area that could be considered a CX?

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Yes. We are working
on our plans with hopes to submit them to, for a
building permit come December. We can see 1f we
can make those available to your Board.

I don't know, if we make them
available I guess my question is, are they
becoming part of the public information? Or are
they held by the ABC Board in confidence? How
does that work?

MEMBER SHORT: Normally once you
submit them to this Agency, and the Chairman can
correct me if, the Chairman can correct me. But
what would happen is, once you, your application
is taken the public would be notified by a
placard on the front of the theater.

So yes, all those records would be a

part of this record. It would be nothing that
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you would want to hide, I'm assured.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: I think she's
talking about, I mean, if you're --

MEMBER SHORT: The drawings. The
drawings would be a part. If she puts the
application in, Mr. Chairman, it's my, correct me
if I'm wrong, Mr. Chairman.

But then she would have to be
placarded for the application. And once she's
placarded those drawings and renderings would
have to be a part of the public record. Is that
correct?

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: I don't -- Well
I think the placarding period is just that we
send a placard to advise. If the Board
determines that this is an appropriate facility
for a CX license, then the Board, the Agency
would process the application, and the Agency
would placard it just to let the community know
that this establishment has applied for a
license.

But the, that information would not be
provided as part of the placarding period. I
cannot answer the question currently, to say that

if you were to provide your drawings to us, if
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it's confidential to the Board.

I'm not able to answer that question
currently. I guess the bottom line is that if
you provide the information -- To what agency
will you provide the information to?

MS. PASTUKHOVA: You mean for the
building permit?

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: I think it goes to
the DOB.

CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: Is that public
information once it's provided?

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Yes. Okay.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: We're not, the, we're

doing renovations. We're not changing inside as
much. I would say, you know, our goal is to
preserve it as much as possible. So if that is

the question. But we are, I will speak to the
team and see what we can provide.

MEMBER SHORT: I think that would be
a great idea. Because it would give the Agency a
better idea of your application as a CX. Or I
don't think we have a problem with you having an

alcohol license itself. But there are different
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categories, as you probably know.

And I guess the renderings or
drawings, once issued to the Department of
Buildings and/or to ABCA would give us a better
idea of what we can or cannot do in assisting you
in getting the appropriate license for Uptown
Theater.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Well the reason we're
applying for a CX is because our use is focused
on the arts. And that's the license that we were
previously recommended to apply. And that's the
license that we're seeking here.

And the beverage program that we're
trying to add is just an auxiliary, you know,
revenue that we see as a great add on experience
that allows us to operate, you know, during the
extended hours that we're able to run.

And, you know, it's always great when
you go and see an art piece, or you're going to
see, you know, a film, to have, you know, a drink
as you do in any other theater establishment to
accompany that. And that's what we're seeking
here.

MEMBER SHORT: Okay. Well I think

that's a great concept. And I think as far as I
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know as a Board Member I've been to different
states, at least nine or ten of them that have
theaters that do serve alcoholic drinks. I don't
think there will be a problem with that.

But the only thing I was asking 1is
that those drawings or renderings would give the
Board Members a better idea of, and the Agency a
better idea of the concept that you're going to
do it.

Because if you could sell it as just
being a theater, and that's all you're going to
be doing it -- Again, until we get further
information I'm just one Board Member.

And I probably won't be around when
the applications come through. But just wanted
to ask those questions. And wish you the very
best.

I know that the neighborhood there on
Connecticut Avenue will definitely be in favor of
anything that happens. Because Uptown Theater is
just a part of Washington, DC's heartbeat. And
that community probably wants it open worse than
you do, or anyone else does.

But at any rate, wish you the very

best of luck. And it was nice talking to you
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this morning. And wish you the best on your
furtherance of your business.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Thanks --

MEMBER SHORT: That's all I have, Mr.
Chair.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: -- Mr. Short. I
really appreciate your well wishes.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes. I mean,
the purpose of this hearing is not, wasn't that
you qualify for a license. That's not the
purpose of this hearing.

The purpose of the hearing is whether
or not we believe you qualify for this particular
type of license.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Or if you do
not fulfil the qualifications for this particular
type of license, then the Agency will say to you,
you know, you do not qualify for a CX license.
Maybe you need to apply for a CT, or a CR, or
whatever it is that we believe.

So that's, so this is not whether or
not you apply for a license. This is not, the
purpose of this hearing is not, wasn't that you

qualify for a license.
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It's whether or not based on your
business model do you qualify for the particular
type of license that you requested. So that's, I
Just want to put that clear, that it's not --

You can qualify for a license, okay.
You can qualify for a license. It's whether or
not based on your presentation today you qualify
for the particular type of license that you are -

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Absolutely.

CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: -—- requesting.
Because this particular type of license, as I
read the qualifications, it is only issued to
particular type of institutions.

And so therefore you have to be, you
have to meet the specific guidelines to get this
particular type of license.

If the Board determines that you don't
meet the guidelines for this particular type of
license then the Agency will say to you that you
need to apply for a different type of license.
That's all.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: I absolutely
understand. And I appreciate you clarifying

that. I do believe that we meet. Because I
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think at the listing of, we're, our facility for
cultural activities.

That's it, you know, the focus of
that. Can you say that the hybrid of an art
gallery, and a theater, and a cinema?

Absolutely.

So I think that out of many facilities
out there this one will be a great example what
the CX license should be applied for, and how it
should be. Yes.

CHATIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right. Any
other questions? Sorry, any other, any further
representation you want to make prior to bringing
this hearing to a closure, or before your child
decides that you have, I need more of your
attention?

MS. PASTUKHOVA: No. I think, I
appreciate your time. Thank you for speaking to
me and for holding this fact hearing. Look
forward to seeing this project progress. And
hopefully we'll see you all there soon, back at
the Uptown.

CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: Thanks. Well
thank you for your presentation this morning.

The Board will take this matter under advisement.
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And as I've stated before, the
decision that the Board will make is, if the
Board determines that we believe that your
presentation complies with the statute for this
particular type of license, then the Board will
instruct the licensing division to process your
license as a CX.

And that process, once it's, once the
Board, once the Agency is instructed to process
your license, then it will be placarded. So in a
sense that we will now let the community know
that you applied for a CX license. And the
community would then have its input.

So one of the things that I'll say to
you at this juncture, you probably need to reach
out to the ANC to tell them, to let the ANC know
what it is that you are applying for, that you
have applied to ABCA for a license, for a liquor
license.

And so I would advise you to say, you
don't have to tell them what type of license that
you're, that you're not sure currently.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: But you can let

the community know. You can contact the ANC or
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the civic association to let them know that
you've applied for a liquor license. And do it
for engagement. So therefore, once the placard
is on the building then they already know.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: No. I'll speak with
them.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Yes. The plaque
will, has already published that we have applied.
So they already know.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. And so
you can have communications with them --

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Absolutely.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: -- about
whether or not, are they going to protest your
license? Or are they going to -- So these are,
when I say these are the conversations that you
can have with the community.

So once the license is placarded then
there are, sometimes you don't necessarily have
to go through a protest period. That you can get
a license to operate once the process --

So that's why I'm saying in the sense
of the, just have the community engagement at

this juncture so the community knows that this is
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going on, and that's your expectation. And then
maybe there's things that you can work out so
this will be a smooth process for you. Okay.
MS. PASTUKHOVA: Thank you. Thank
you. No. Absolutely. Appreciate the guidance.
We're excited. I think for us we want to make
sure that we get the placard for what we have

applied. And hopefully with you. And at that

point we can start engaging and talking to the
community.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Well, you can
engage with the community now. Do not wait for
the placarding period.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Okay.

CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: You can --

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: -- engage with
the community now. So when the big red signs

show up everyone in the community they're not
scratching their head to say, what's going on at
the Uptown.

They already know that this is coming.
And so they'll say, okay fine. Let's make this
work. And let's make this work as a community --

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: -- as quickly
as possible.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: And actually, yes, my
husband is in front of me. He's like, I'm
already talking to the community while you're
babysitting.

CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: And that's
perfect. Okay. So thank you. So we'll make a

decision and advise the —-- We'll make a decision

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: -—- what type of
license that you can apply for. And then the
Agency will contact you with the process moving
forward. Okay.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Sounds great.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right.
Thank you very much.

MS. PASTUKHOVA: Thank you.

MEMBER SHORT: Congratulations on the

newborn.
MS. PASTUKHOVA: Thank you. I
appreciate it. My first one. So —--
CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes,
congratulations. All right. You have a great
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day. Thank you very much.
MS. PASTUKHOVA: Thank you. Bye-bye.
CHATRPERSON ANDERSON: Bye.
(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 11:16 a.m.)
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