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MEETI NG
IN THE MATTER OF:
FD, LLC,
t/a Unity :
1936 9th Street NW : Protest Hearing

Retailer CT - ANC 1B : (Status)
Li cense No. 109064 :
Case #25- PRO- 00079

(Subst anti al Change -
Change of Hours of

Operati on, Entertai nnent
Endor senment to Provide :
Li ve I ndoor Entertai nnent):

Wednesday
Cct ober 8, 2025

The Al coholic Beverage and Cannabi s Board
met via WebEx vi deoconference, Chairperson Donovan
W Ander son presiding.

PRESENT:

DONOVAN W ANDERSQN, Chair person
SI LAS GRANT, JR , Menber

RYAN JONES, Menber

DAVI D MEADOWS, Menber

TERI JANI NE QUI NN, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

FRANK CHAUVI N, Pr ot est ant

MATTHEW FAY, ANC 1B

JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA St aff
VENDELL ROBI NSQN, Licensee's Counsel
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
10: 33 a. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  We're on the
record.

Good norning. As chairperson of the
Al cohol i ¢ Beverage and Cannabis Board for the
District of Colunbia and in accordance with D.C
Code Section 2-571XE called the Open Meetings Act,
OVA, | amwelcomng you to the regularly schedul ed
nmeeting of the Al coholic Beverage and Cannabi s
Board. This neeting is being conducted pursuant
to gui dance nade avail able by the D strict of
Colunbia's Ofice of Open Governnent regarding
el ectronic neetings held by public bodies.

El ectronic neetings by the ABC Board are authorized
pursuant to Section 2-577A of D.C Code.

Pursuant to the OVA's requirenents, notice
of today's neeting was provided 48 hours in advance
of the neeting on ABCA's website and on the
District's central neeting calendar. The notice
i ncludes the tine, date, agenda, and call in or |og
in information for public participation.

This el ectronic neeting has been hosted
by a Webex account provided by the District of

Col unbi a Governnent. Pl ease address any questions
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or conplaints to the QAG at opengovoffice@lc. gov.
My nane i s Donovan Anderson. [|'m
chai rperson of the Board. | would like to introduce
t he other nmenbers of the ABC Board who are al so
participating electronically. Please respond when
| announce your nanes.
M. Silas Gant?
MEMBER GRANT: M. Silas G ant, present.
CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ms. Teri Jani ne

Qui nn?

MEMBER QUINN: Ms. Teri Jani ne Quinn,
present .

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. David Meadows?

VMEMBER MEADOWS: M. David Meadows,
present.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Ryan Jones?

MEMBER JONES: Present.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The Board has five
menbers in attendance for the conduct of business
today and that constitutes a quorum

Bef ore we get under way with today's
hearing calendar, | need to make a few instructions
very clear so that the conduct of these hearings
are under st ood by everyone.

There are ten cases schedul ed for our
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cal endar today. Once a case is called, | wll take
a nonent for IT specialist to elevate the rights

for each party to enable their canmera and their

m crophone. Then and only then will you have the
ability to enable your equipnment. |If your case has
not been heard, you will remain nute and your canera
wi || be disabl ed.

At the conclusion of each case, the parties
will have the option to |eave. |[|f the parties
choose to stay, all caneras and m crophones for the
concl uded case will be disabled. Should you have
any questions or require technical assistance
during the hearing, please submt themusing the
guestion and answer feature.

Qur first case today is a protest hearing
status, and our first case is Case No. 25-PRO 00079,
Unity, License No. 109064.

Good norning, M. Oellana. Can you
pl ease elevate the rights of the parties in this
case.

MR. ORELLANA: Good norning, Wendel |
Robi nson, access el evated; Frank Chauvin, access
el evated; Mtthew Fay, access elevated. That
appears to be all, Chairmn.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Thank

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you.
Can the parties conme on canera if they're
able to?
MR. ROBINSON: M. Chairperson, |'ve hit

MR ORELLANA: Video should start it.

MR. ROBINSON: It's not started yet, M.
Chai rperson, for Wendell Robinson, although |I'm
clicking it.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay, sir, | can
see you.

MR. ROBI NSON: Ckay, here we are. Thank
you.

Wendel | Robi nson on behalf of Unity
Lounge, M. Chairman, and nenbers of the Board.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Can you pl ease
spell your nanme, M. Robinson, for the record?

MR. ROBINSON: First nane is Wendel |,
WE-N-D-E-L-L. Last nanme is Robinson,
R OB-1-NS-ON.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Good norning, sir.

And M. Fay, can you please spell your nane
for the record and identify yourself, please?

MR. FAY: Yes, good norning, sir, and
attendi ng nenbers of the Board. M nane is Mtt

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Fay, MA-T-T F-A-Y. |1'mthe Comm ssioner for 1BO01.
|'"'mthe secretary for the Comm ssion.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And you are the
desi gnated representative for ANCLIB. |s that
correct, sir?

MR. FAY: That is correct. | am

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you. And
M. Chauvin, can you please state and spell your
name for the record?

MR, CHAUVIN. Yes. Frank, F-R A-NK
Last nane, CGCHA-UV as in Victor I-N. I'ma
desi gnated representative for the West m nster
Nei ghbor hood Associ ation and |I'm still having
problens. | couldn't do it last tine. | can't do
it this tine to enable ny video.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, | know
what you | ook |ike, M. Chauvin, however, if we do
go to a hearing, |'mhoping that you're able to be
on canera so the rest of the world can see you.

Al right, M. Robinson, are there any
prelimnary matters you need to bring to the
attention of the Board today, sir?

MR, ROBI NSON:  No, Your Honor, just -- no,
M. Chairman, just that we've been in consultation

with M. Chauvin and others concerning the protest
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hearing and al t hough we have indicated our position,
we think that the matter still is probably going

to have to go to a hearing for the reasons that we've
told the individuals at nediation and its separate
heari ngs.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, 1" m hopi ng
that the parties can continue tal king and naybe
things can work itself out, but | heard you, sir.

M. Fay, any prelimnary matters you want
to bring to the attention of the Board?

MR FAY: | want to thank M. Robi nson and
his client for neeting wwth us. They have been very
generous with their tinme and we appreciate the
conversations. The issues that are the basis of
our protest remain. W have |earned fromthe owner
that he feels that he is operating at a di sadvant age
having to close at 3 o' clock --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl I, | need to --
| hear you. | try not to get into the substance
of whatever the disagreenments are and so |I' m hopi ng
that the parties can continue talking and if not,
then we'll go to a protest hearing and the Board
w Il make a determ nation what we think based on
t he protest.

MR FAY: The Commission will also be

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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sending a letter to the Board because we think you
may be able to assist in bridging the gap, the issues
t hat have been identified. So we'll send that
letter to you after our Conm ssion neeting tonorrow.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And nmake sure that
you send a copy of it to M. Robinson and also M.
Chauvi n.

MR. FAY: W absolutely wll.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you. M.
Chauvin, any prelimnary matters you want to bring
to the attention of the Board?

MR. CHAUVIN. Just to reiterate every
af orenenti oned comment and thank Wendell, M.
Robi nson, and Conmi ssioner Matt Fay with the ANC
for neeting in a very good nedi ati on and
unfortunately, the appropriate standard, peace,
order, quiet, trash, and litter remains on top of
a problemarea that we can't seemto neet consensus
on. So we, unfortunately, expect to be naking our
way down to a protest hearing. | don't think
there's any wiggle room W sort of have deep chasm
of m sunderstanding and different needs. So
unfortunately, | do not believe we'll be comng to
a settlenent agreenent, as nentioned by both the

appl i cant and our protestant Conmm ssioner Matt Fay.
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Thank you.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you for the

representation that was made this norning. It
appears that the parties -- this is one of the few
times |'ve ever -- we've been at this stage. And

|"mhearing that the parties are talking. They're
getting along, but they cannot conme to an ani cable
solution, but maybe if you're unable to do that,
maybe and if we -- once we're at the hearing, maybe
the Board can assist the parties in trying to cone
-- because it appears that the parties are speaking
and it appears that the parties want to cone to a
settlenent agreenent, but we'll try to see if you're
unable to do that, maybe the Board can assist when
we do have the hearing.

Al'l right, so this matter then is schedul ed
for a protest hearing on Novenber 5th at 1:30 p. m

Now t hat we've scheduled this matter for
a protest hearing, please pay attention to the
follow ng instructions. 1. A protest hearing is
an adm nistrative trial proceeding that is decided
based on testinony and evidence. The Board will not
deci de the case based on evidence and reasoni ng
related to the issues at hand. The Board wl|

deci de the case based on evidence and reasoni ng
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related to the case at hand.

In proceeding to a protest hearing, you
shoul d be very clear about is it that you want and
the basis for your request, whether it is the
approval or denial of the license or the inposition
of conditions on the |icense. The Board does not
intend to hear testinony on matters that are
irrelevant, immterial, or redundant to the protest
process, protest issues.

The Board will also not decide the case
based on the popularity of the parties, unreasonable
specul ation on their opinion. This neans if you
-- no, forget this. This is the wong -- all right.

You shoul d have received fromthe agency
a letter explaining the protest process and a copy
of the protestant's adm ssion form [If you do not
have these docunents, please contact the agency's
| egal departnent at the end of the hearing. You
are also required to conplete and submt the protest
I nformati on form seven days before the date of the
hearing. This docunent needs to be submtted to
ABRA and to the opposing parties in this matter.

| f we do not receive a copy of your protest
information form your case may be di sm ssed because

you did not provide appropriate notice of the
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evi dence and argunent you intend to present at the
heari ng.

In deciding this case, the Board w ||
deci de your case based on the testinony evidence
and materials accepted as evidence during the
hearing. This neans that anything you want
consi dered should not only be submtted with the
protest information form but also formally entered
i nto evidence during the proceeding. This further
nmeans that the Board will ignore any outside
comrents provided by non-parties in deciding this
matter, unless the persons are called as w tnesses
or the party enters those comments as evi dence
during the hearing.

| know that you also stated earlier, M.
Fay, that you'll be sending a letter to the Board.
When you do, if you want this letter to be a part
of the evidence, please also include it in your PIP
and during the presentation of the docunents and
W tnesses, then it has to be formally noved into
evidence. |I'mnot sure if the parties are aware,
I f you read our cal endar, when letters cone in from
the ANC, fromthe Council nenber to the Board, our
agenda wll say -- the agenda wll say an FYIl.

It's just an FYl to the Board. So |I just want to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| et you know t hat whenever these letters are
submtted, if we do have a hearing, you have to al so
I nclude these letters as a docunent and during the
hearing you have to affirmatively nove this docunent
Into evidence for the Board to consider it, okay?

MR. FAY:. Understood. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You' re wel cone.

Al right, the parties are further advised that you
are limted to case presentations and cross

exam nations of no nore than one and a half hours
and five witnesses. |If additional tinme or

W tnesses are required, please file a notion
expl ai ning why additional time or witnesses are
requi r ed.

As in this case, where there is nore than
one party, excuse nme, the Board requests that the
protestants designate one individual to represent
the group protesting the application. So M. Chauvin
and M. Fay, you need to decide who is going to
represent the protestants at the protest hearing
because we're not going to have two protest
hearings. W're having one and so we'll have one
designated representative. |If you require nore
than an hour and a half because there are two parties

or if you need nore than five w tnesses, then nake
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a formal notion to the Board requesting additional
time and al so additional w tnesses, but you have

to make a formal notion to the Board and al so provide
a copy of that docunent to the |icensee, okay?

Al right. Please be advised that the
hearing will be conducted virtually, therefore, it
I's inportant that you ensure your technology is
working, you're famliar wwth how to use it, you
have a reliable internet connection, and your
Wi tnesses are in a location suitable to participate
in a formal hearing for a nunber of hours. 1|'ve
had hearings where fol ks are in noving cars and
that's not acceptable. And |I'mgoing to ask you
if you are in a noving vehicle for you to pull over
SO you can appropriately participate in the hearing.

Ckay?
We thank you greatly for your cooperation
Pl ease renenber that the parties are still able
to submt settlenent agreenents to avoid a hearing,
I f possible.

| f you have any questions today or at any
time leading up to the hearing, please do not
hesitate to contact the agency's |egal division.

Thank you very nmuch for your appearance today and

| would hope that you continue talking. |If this
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matter cannot be resol ved, then on Novenber 5th at
1:30 p.m, the Board will neet -- we'll have a
protest hearing and the Board will make a deci sion.
Al right, thank you very nuch for your
appearance today. Have a great day.
(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 10:49 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that 1| am neither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.

G Wl Ll

Cristina Allegra Chilstrom
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