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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
2:32 p.m
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: The next case in
our calendar this afternoon is Case No.
25- PRO- 00053, Canaart DC, License No. 130807. (ood
afternoon, M. Oellana. Can you please el evate
the rights of the parties in this case? Thank you.
MR, ORELLANA: Caneron M xon, your access
has been el evated. Jacobie Witley, your access
el evated. |nvestigator Demarcus Parker, access
el evated. Sue Guzman, access el evated. Courtney
Carl son, access el evat ed.
Sajmr Rragam , access elevated. Paul
Harri son, access elevated. Jason Levine, access
el evated. And | believe that is all, Chairnman.
There's a Yared Besatay, but they're not on the
attendee | og.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. Al right.
Thank you. Good afternoon, everyone. Al right.
So et nme have the parties identify thensel ves for
the record. So let ne start first wth the
representative of the applicant. And so where are
you, Ms. --
MR, VWHI TLEY: Attorney Jacobie Witley,

attorney for the applicant, Canaart.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | apol ogi ze, M.
-- | don't know why. | knew -- that what | was
| ooking for. | don't know why | was | ooking for

soneone else. So | do apol ogize, M. Witley. |
apol ogi ze. Can you pl ease spell and state your nane
for the record.

MR. VWH TLEY: Yes, sir, M. Chairman. M
nane is Jacobie. That's J-A-COB-1-E. M |ast
nane is Witley. That's WHI-T-L-E-Y. And | am
the attorney for the applicant. On behalf of the
applicant, we have one of the owners, M. Sajmr
Rragam , who's al so present.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. So
where is he, M. Sajmr Rragam ? Can you pl ease
spell and state your nanme for the record, sir.

MR. RRAGAM : (Good afternoon, sir. M
name is Sajmr Rragam. |'mthe owner and partner
of Canaart.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | need you to spell
your nane. So we have a court reporter.

MR RRAGAM: S-A-J-MI-R Last nane,
RRAGAMI.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Good. Thank you
very much. And | just want to rem nd everyone, we

have a court reporter. So when | ask you to spell

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

your nane for the record, it's to nake sure that
when we have the transcript, your nane is spelled
properly, correctly in the transcript. Al right.

So let's start then. The protestant, M. M xon,
pl ease identify yourself for the record.

MR. M XON. Caneron M xon, counsel for
Advi sory Nei ghbor hood Comm ssion 3F, the
protestant. First nane, Caneron, CGA-ME-R ON.

Last nane, Mxon, MI-X-ON On behalf of the ANC
3F, we Courtney Carlson and Sue Guzman, and then
Stan Wall, Paul Harrison, and Jason Lavine are our
W t nesses.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. So let
me have the ANC representative identify thensel ves.
We can start with you, Ms. Carlson. M. Carlson,
you're fromthe ANC. |s that correct?

M5. CARLSON:  Yes, | am

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yeah, go ahead.
| dentify yourself for the record, please, ma' am

M5. CARLSON: Hi, ny nanme is Courtney
Carlson, GCGOURT-NEY, Carlson, CGA-RL-SON.

|"'mthe chair of ANC 3F

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ms. Guznman? |
cannot hear you, M. Guzman. Although you're

unnmute, | cannot hear you. | still can't hear you,
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ma'am So maybe you need to -- okay. Al right.

So I know that Ms. Guzman from ANC is also there
too. So ma'am nmaybe you can | og off and cone back
on because --

M5. GUZMAN. Can you hear ne now?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, | can hear
you, ma'am So please identify yourself for the
record.

M5. GUZMAN.  Ckay. Sue Guznman,
Comm ssi oner of Single Menber District 3F-02,

S-UE last nane, G U Z-MA-N

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Good aft ernoon.

All right. I'"mgoing to let -- good afternoon,
ma'am Welcone. | want to let -- | know that this
heari ng was supposed to start at 1:30. But as you
know, our norning ran | ate.

And today, based on matters that's beyond
my control, we have to end this hearing at 5:30.

Ckay. |It's a hard stop at 5:30. And it is -- as
you know, when | try to have hearings, we try to
finish hearings.

But unfortunately today, it's the
begi nning of the fiscal year. And so we have a hard
stop that we need to end this hearing at 5:30. So

if we do not -- if we're unable to end this hearing
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by 5:30, it has to be continued to another part --
t o anot her day.

So | just want to advise the parties if
we're able to present your evidence -- your
testinony evidence. And if we can finish this
hearing today, we will try to finish it today. But
if not, it has to be continued to a different --
to another day. | guess let's start off with you,
M. Wiitley. Are there any prelimnary matters
that you want to bring to the attention of the Board?

You're on nute, M. VWitley.

MR. VWHI TLEY: Chairman Anderson, | do have
one prelimnary matter. |It's up to the Board, of
course. But | would ask the Board to nake a proffer
of the protestant's w tnesses because it seens as
t hough the testinony that they plan to offer is
irrelevant on its face and conpl etely based on
speculation. And | know | have the chance to test
the veracity of that. But | just wanted to bring
that to -- especially since we have a curtailed tine
frame, bring that to the Board's attention to see
I f they agree that any of this testinony would be
irrelevant on its face based on specul ation.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, | think we

pretty much are there, M. Wiitley, in a sense that
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-- or you know what? | was supposed to do sonething
which | have not done. So maybe once |'ve done this,
it wll answer your question. | have sone new
instruction that | need to review.

So let me review these instructions and
maybe -- hold on one mnute. Let ne see. All
right. Al right. So this case will begin with
openi ng statements starting with the applicant.

Hol d on one mnute, please. Hold on.

All right. This case will begin with
openi ng statenments starting with the applicant.

The Board will then call its witness to present the
protest report, and then the applicant wll present
its case in chief followed by the protestant. The

applicant may then elect to present a rebuttal case.

And if so, the applicant may then el ect
to present a rebuttal case. And if so, the
protestant will be afforded the sane opportunity.

The parties wll then proceed to cl osing
stat enents.

And afterwards, they'll ask the parties
If they intend to file proposed findings of fact
and conclusion of law. Please note that each
party's case in chief, cross exam nation, and

rebuttal case are limted to no nore than one and
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a half hours. Therefore, please nmanage your tine
accordingly.

Pl ease renenber that evidence introduced
in the PIP will not be considered by the Board unl ess
It 1s introduced into evidence as an exhibit during
the hearing. This nmeans that you shoul d renenber
to formally introduce all evidence that you intend
for the Board to consider during your case in chief.

Furthernore, to the extent any third party has sent
| etters or emails regarding this case or conments
appeared on the Board's agenda, the Board will not
consi der any of these subm ssions in deciding this
case unless they are provided by a witness or
I ntroduced by a party as an exhibit.

|f there are no questions, we'll begin and
proceed with the applicant's opening statenent.

So what |I'msaying to Witley, the way the protest
hearing goes is that the Board will call each w tness
which is the investigator. The investigator wl|
present his case report and we'll ask sonme questions
of the investigator of his case report.

The Board nenbers will al so have questions
of the investigator of his case report. After the
Board nmenbers have asked questions, you'll have an

opportunity to ask questions of the investigator.
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Once you have asked questions of the investigator,
then M. Mxon wll have an opportunity to ask
questions of the investigator.

Once that's dispensed with, then you will
put your case in chief on. And then we can find
out what witnesses you have after you put your case
in chief on. Then the protestant will put their
case in chief on.

And then we can ask for -- at that juncture,
we can ask for a proffer of what w tnesses they have
and what each witness is going to testify. So it's
sonmewhat premature. So why don't we wait until the
protestant is going to put their case on which is
hopeful | y today.

O I'"'mnot sure if we'll be able to conplete
that today. Are there any other prelimnary
matters that can be addressed? Yes, M. M xon.

MR M XON: Regarding wtness
availability and the tinme frane to conpl ete today,
due to the unexpected delay in the conmmencenent of
today's hearing, multiple wtnesses are
experiencing tinme delays -- tinme crunches around
hard stops. W anticipated that we woul d' ve
al ready gotten around to protestant's case in chief

at sone point today. And so we're afraid that
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several w tnesses necessary to neet our case wll
be unavail able very shortly. So we'd ask that
applicant's case in chief be presented today and
protestant's be continued to the next avail abl e
Board date to acconmopdate the limted tine.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  That works. |
don't see a problemw th that. Excuse ne. Then
that wll make our life even that nuch easier in
a sense that -- all right. So let ne -- it's a
protest hearing. And | guess I'mgoing to ask a
guesti on.

Questions are nade to be asked. And so
|'"mgoing to ask a question. |Is it that -- M.

M xon, as far as the protestant is concerned, is
it the protestant's position that the Board shoul d
not grant this license?

MR. M XON: The protestant is seeking
denial. Yes, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Fine. Then |
don't need to -- all right. That's fine. All

right. So all right. So the way the case will nove
then is that we'll do opening statenents.
And so once M. Wiitley -- you can do an

openi ng statenent. And then once you' ve done your

openi ng statenent, M. M xon can -- either can do
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12
an openi ng statenent today or whenever he's
presenting his case. He can reserve to do his
opening statenent at that tinme. Al right. So M.
Wi tl ey, do you have an opening statenent you w sh
to make, sir?

MR. VWH TLEY: Yes, Chairman. So yes, the
applicant contends that the protestant's chall enge
to the applicants are based on outdated information
based on specul ati on and not actual fact or actual
har m based on all eged viol ati ons that have | ong
since been mtigated, prejudicially omts materi al
facts.

And the protestant's alleged harmis not
traceable to the applicant who has ceased their
busi ness operations during the application process.

Specifically, the protestants claimthat the
applicant has previously violated Title VII of the
D.C. Code is stale as it is based on information
over a year old and a notice of infraction that was
di sm ssed. Also, protestants claimthat the
applicant will have an adverse inpact on vehicul ar
or pedestrian safety is also rebutted.

Because by the protest report filed by
| nvestigator Parker, this information that

contradicts that there would be any adverse i npact
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on vehicul ar or pedestrian safety and that any
clains raised by the protestants are based

conpl etely on specul ati on because Canaart, the
applicant, has been not operating since October --
|"msorry, since August of 2024 in order to maintain
strict conpliance with Title VII and ABCA s policies
and regulations. And we will ask that the Board
decline to reject or deny the applicant's
application and all ow themto proceed.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you. Do you
wish to -- M. Mxon, do you wish to nmake an openi ng
st at enent ?

MR MXON: Yes, | will at this tine.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Go ahead, pl ease.

MR M XON. Thank you, M. Chair. M.
Chair, nenbers of the Board, the evidence and
testinmony in today's hearing, we'll show that the
medi cal cannabis retailer license with which the
applicant, Canaart, has applied for is
I nappropriate for the proposed |ocation, both for
reasons of vehicul ar and pedestrian safety because
of the applicant's track record of violations of
D.C. Code, Title VII. You will hear fromtwo
residents fromthe nei ghborhood, one of whomis an

expert in pedestrian safety who will describe the
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14
ongoi ng concerns residents have wth vehicul ar
pedestrian safety around the conplex, high traffic
I ntersections between Connecticut Ave. and
Fessenden Street as well as Connecticut Ave. and
Nebr aska Ave.

These intersections are reqgularly
trafficked by school children wal king to the nearby
Murch El enentary School, Deal M ddle School, and
Jackson Reed Hi gh School as well as senior citizens
wal ki ng to nearby senior centers. And |ongstanding
concerns about their safety as they cross these busy
streets raises questions about the appropriateness
of adding a new |icensed establishnent to this
| ocation. Furthernore, you will hear how this
establ i shnment has been the subject of an
i nvestigation by the Departnent of Licensing and
Consuner Protection and ABCA for business
operations in violation of District licensing | aws.

You w || see evidence denonstrating that
the applicant has previously operated this business
as a cannabis retailer without |icensure by ABCA

and has received a formal warning letter for the

followng infractions. One, illegally selling
cannabis in violation of D.C. Code 7-1671.08(f) and
48-904.01(a) and (b). Two, illegally distributing
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15
or di spensing cannabis on the prem ses in a manner
not authorized by D.C. lawin violation of D.C. Code
7-1671. 08.

Three, illegally displaying advertising
related to cannabis in violation of D.C. Code
7-1671.06(b). And four, illegally making cl ains
that they operated in conpliance with the
| egal i zati on of possession of mniml anounts of
marijuana for personal use initiative of 2014 or
|-71 in violation of 7-1671.06(c-1). This
applicant did not apply during the open application
period for unlicensed establishnents to transition
to | egal operations established by D. C. Code
7-1671. 06(b) and as such was not entitled to operate
as a cannabis retailer between May and August of
2024.

This record of nonconpliance with D strict
| aws has rai sed serious concerns about the ability
of this business to abide by the | aw goi ng forward.

And t hose concerns have been voiced by nunerous
comruni ty stakehol ders, including neighbors, D. C
Counci | Menber for Ward 3, Matthew Frum n, and Van
Ness Main Street whose board nenber, Stan Wall, is
here today to testify. M. Wall's testinony wll

enphasi ze how the conti nued operation of a business
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that flouts the law, threatens to interfere with

the continued safety and econom c prosperity of the
Connecti cut Avenue corridor. After the close of
today' s proceedi ngs, we ask that you deny this
application for |icensure.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Thank

you. Thank you, sir. I'mtrying to --

(Pause.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  |'m sorry. Just
|"mtrying to get sone information. | apol ogi ze.

Al right. The Board wll start with its first
W tness. Sorry. M. Parker, are you the individual
who wote the case report?

kay. Hold on. I'mtrying to get a hold
of the case report. So just give nme one mnute,
sir. But while I"'mwaiting, can you please identify
yourself for the record, please?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: Demar cus Par ker,
Appl i cant | nvestigator.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Spel | your nane
for the record, please, sir.

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  First nane,
Demarcus, D-E-MA-R-C U S. Last nane, Parker,
P- A-R-K-E-R

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And where are you
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17
currently enpl oyed, sir?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: W th ABCA.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. So
hold on one mnute. GCkay. All right, sir. Do you
have access to your case report?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: Yes. Oh, |I'm
sorry.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: No, that's fine.

Can you identify the docunent -- can you identify
t he docunent that's on the screen, sir?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: This is the protest
report that was prepared by nyself for Canaart.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So |et
nme ask you a question. Al right, sir. So do you
know who the protestants are in this case?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes, hold on
pl ease. The protestants are -- | think it's the
ANC 3F.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And what is -- so
did you get an opportunity to speak to the
pr ot est ant ?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Who di d you speak
to?

| N\VESTI GATOR PARKER: | spoke with Sue
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18
Guzman.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And so what
information, if any, were you able to gather based
on your conversation wth the ANC?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  The i nformati on
that was inforned to ne that the -- when | spoke
with her, that the ANC would be noving -- will be
nmoving forward with the protest due to school
zoni ng.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: What do you nean
by school zoning?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: That the busi ness
itself was inside of a school zone and it shoul d
not be operating as a cannabis nedical retailer.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Ckay.

So let's nove on then. So tell nme about the zoning
of the proposed area for this establishnment?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: The zoning is a
m xed use. It's in a mxed use area, 3A zone. It
provi des the devel opnent of -- permt a broad range
of comrercial institution and nmultiple dwelling
units, residential devel opnent and varyi ng
densities and permt mediumdensity m xed use
devel opnent and be | ocated on material streets in

uptown and regional centers at rapid transit stops.
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School s, according to the zoning --
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Hold on. Hold on.
' mgoing to ask the questions, sir. So | don't
necessarily --
| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Ckay.
CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- need you to read
your report. | know this is first hearing because

|'ve never had a hearing with you. But just wait

for me to ask the questions and then |I'l|l guide you
where | want to go. So tell ne about -- | think
In your report then, it says -- it tal ks about

schools. Share with ne about schools in the area,
sir.

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: According to ny
I nvestigation, the schools that -- there were no
schools within the 400 feet of that proposed
| ocati on.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  But your report
says -- explain to ne your report because you stated
that the protestant said that there is a school.

And then I'mreading report. So explain to ne what
-- this section regarding the schools, sir.

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: According to the

A S information created on June 26th of 2024, there

was no recreation centers within the 400 feet of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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t he proposed | ocation. But Janney El enentary
School is located wthin the 400 feet according to
Exhi bit 3 once we get to that part.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So explain that to
me. So if there is a school |ocated within 400 feet,
| mean, is this is a -- how can this establishnent
-- how can we grant a license if there's a school
| ocated wi thin 400 feet?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: I'mnot sure if you
can grant a license if it's within 400 feet per ny
I nvestigation.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, | guess --
explain -- you said Exhibit 3. So let's go to
Exhi bit 3. Maybe you can explain to ne what Exhibit
3 is.

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER. (Okay. Before we
get to Exhibit 3, | need to put on the record one
of nmy exhibits was not entered to the exhibits.

But it was -- let's see, which was Exhibit 3 would
be -- not Exhibit 3, which will be Exhibit 2.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Well,
we'll get there. I'mat Exhibit 3. So we're
tal ki ng about schools and you tal ked about Exhi bit
3. So what is Exhibit 3?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER  Exhi bit 3 according

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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-- it should be the G S mapping which is show ng
here, which is show ng Exhibit 2. According to the
G S mapping, there are no recreation centers which
| read previously fromthe establishnment. There's
one cannabis facility within the 400 feet. There
are no ABC |icense establishnments [ocated at this
address. This appears to be a retail space that
i s addressed in the zone of m xed use.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right. So
you're saying -- so | guess what's | abel ed here?
What is Exhibit 2 that's | abeled here in your
report?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Exhibit 2 that is
| abel ed here is the G S mapping. The actual Exhibit
2 that was supposed to be |isted here was supposed
to be the zoning map which is not listed at this
time.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. GCkay.
So Exhibit -- so what's the purpose of the G S map?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  The purpose of the
G@S mp is to showthe area in which the zoning
covers, if there's any schools, if there's any
busi nesses -- other businesses within the area that
actually just to show the areas of the school if

there's any schools in the area that is not permtted
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to be -- for the business not to be permtted to
be as a retail establishnent.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Hold

on. GCkay. Cose your screen for a mnute, please.
Al right. Hold on. GCkay. Hold on. C ose your
screen for a mnute, please, sir. | need to go into
executive session for a mnute. So hold on, sir.
The board needs to go into executive session. Hold
on, pl ease.

As the Chairperson of the Alcoholic
Beverage and Cannabis Board for the District -- hold
on, M. Parker. The Board is going to go into
executive session. So hold on, please.

As Chairperson of the Al coholic Beverage
and Cannabis Board for the District of Colunbia in
accordance with D.C. Oficial Code Section 2-575
of the Open Meetings Act, | nove that ABC Board hold
a closed neeting for the purpose of seeking | egal
advi ce fromour counsel on Case No. 25-PRO 00053,
Canaart, pursuant to D.C. Oficial Code Section
2-575(b) (4) (A) of the Open Meetings Act and, well,

just to go into executive to get sone |egal advice.

Sol wll nowtake -- is there a second? M. G ant
has second the notion. W'II|l have a roll call vote.
M. Gant.
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MR, GRANT: M. Gant, | agree.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ms. Qui nn.

MEMBER QUI NN  Ms. Quinn, | agree.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Meadows.

MR. MEADOWS.  Agr ee.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Jones.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And M. Anderson
| agree. The matter passed 5-0. The Board is going
to log off. W're going to go into executive
session and we'll be right back. Gay. So
everyone stay online. Al the Board nenbers | og
off and log into executive session and we'll be right
back. Gkay. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 3:00 p.m and resuned at 3:13

p.m)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: W' re back on the
record. I'mwaiting for one additional -- | don't
see you, M. Mxon. There are you. |'mwaiting

for Ms. Quinn to log back on. Al right. Excuse
me.

The Board went into executive session
And because based on the testinony that | was

eliciting fromthe investigator, | was concerned
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and concerned in the sense that by operational |aw
if there is a school |located within 400 feet of an
establishnment, a |license cannot be granted. And
so when in asking questions of the investigator,

he stated that Janney El enentary School was | ocated

within 400 feet of the -- I nmean, M. -- I'msorry.
M. -- how do you pronounce your nane, sir? Yes,
t hank you.
| need everyone -- if you're not speaking,

| need everyone to nmute their lines. GCkay? All
right. And so that's the reason | went to executive
session because it is, |like, why are we noving
forward with a hearing if our investigator is
stating that there is a school within 400 feet of
the establishnment? And so therefore, that's why
the Board went into executive session to consult
with our legal office to get sone clarification
whet her or not why we're noving forward with this
heari ng.

And so we're now back. And so | now need
to -- | need to go back to the investigator to --
| need you, sir, to provide sone clarification on
the S map and the school that you state is |ocated
within 400 feet of this establishnent. So can you

-- you stated that the AS map that's in the record
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is Exhibit 2.

And so can you -- so explain to ne. You
said Janney El enentary School is |located within 400
feet of this establishnment. Were is this? Were
Is Janney El enentary School and where is it? And
what does the G S map state, sir?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: | want to apol ogi ze
for the report. The report has a typo. This is
the second report | have witten and the first one
|"'mtestifying to. But it has a typo. So going
back to that, Janney El enentary School is not
| ocated in the 400 feet zone.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So -- |'m sorry.
So let's go back to Exhibit 2 which is -- explain
to ne what is Exhibit 2?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: Exhibit 2 here is
the G S mappi ng which shows there's no recreation
centers or schools |located within 400 feet fromthe
establishnment. There is -- go ahead.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Go ahead. o
ahead, sir.

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: (Ckay. There is one
cannabis facility wthin the 400 feet. There are

no ABC | icensed establishments |ocated at this
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address. This appears to be a retail space. The
address is zoned which is m xed use 3A

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. All right.
So let's -- I'"mgoing back to your report, sir.
Can you describe the -- and can you descri be the
characteristics, sir, of the nei ghborhood?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: The characteristic
of the neighborhood is a retail establishnment with
busi nesses around in the area as far as conveni ence
stores, other retail establishments, coffee shops.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So what are the --
Is this establishnment open?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: It is open as a art
store,.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So what are the
proposed hours of operation for this establishnment?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: The proposed
operations, let ne go back to ny report. [It's from
10:00 a.m to 9:00 -- hours of operation is 10:00
a.m to 9:00 ppm Hours to sell to the public are
from11:00 a.m to 8:00 p.m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now is this within
t he established hours of operation for a cannabis
est abl i shnent ?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Have you had an
opportunity to observe the space?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And when did you
have that -- when did you go visit the space?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: | visited on 8-5,
August the 5th of 2025. M/ arrival time was 12:15.

| observed the area for 10 m nutes which there was

no activity in the area, no foot traffic at the tine.

And that was on a Tuesday. Then | went

back on a Thursday of 8-7-2025, 2:50 p.m and during

the operating of the art -- during the operating
hours of the art store. | entered the prem ses at
3:12 p.m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now di d you
actually go inside the establishnent?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So you said it's
operating now as an art store. Explain that to ne,
pl ease.

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER. Yes. | went into
t he establishnment and spoke wth the clerk there.
And when | went in, she was speaking with sone other
clients that was there. They were actually | ooking

at art and stuff inside the store. As | was speaking
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-- as she cane to ne, | actually spoke with her.
She stated that the other business was openi ng as
an art store and that the owner of the business was
trying to nove into a cannabis retail establishnent.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Let ne
see. Al right. | don't have any other questi ons.
Any gquestions by any other Board nenber? Go ahead,
M. Meadows.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: Yes. (Good afternoon.
| nvesti gator Parker, when you went into the store,
the only itens you saw for sale was artwork? You
didn't see anything el se, pipes, bongs, hookahs,
t obacco product accessories?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No, sir. \Wen |
went in, all | observed was paintings and what not
i nside the business. | actually went down into the
basenent, observed where paintings and stuff were.
Actually, as she was, | guess, trying to get her
stuff together to nove their establishnent to
another facility.

MEMBER MEADOWS: Thank you. Thank you
very nuch.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her
guestions by Board nenbers? M. Witley, any

guestions of the investigator?
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MR. VWH TLEY: Hello. Good afternoon or
good evening to you, Investigator Parker. So | just
have another -- just sone questions about this 400
feet thing. | just want to establish sonething.

Are you famliar --

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Wit ey,
there's nothing to establish. There is no school
within 400 feet of this establishment. So we don't
need to go there, sir. GCkay?

MR VWH TLEY: kay.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: It was confirned
through the G S system So this is not an issue.

| nmean, there m ght be issues regarding a school.

But there is no issue regarding whether or not there
Is a school within 400 feet of the establishnent,
sir. So let's nove on fromthere.

MR. VWHI TLEY: Yes, Chair Anderson. But
just one question. Wuld it be reasonable that |
confirmthat the applicant is actually
gr andf at hered under the 300 foot rule? And the 300
foot rule is actually applicable in this case and
not the 400 foot rule.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | don't know, sir.

So I"'mjust saying that the information that was

-- the information that was provided to us is that
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there is no school wthin 400 feet of this
establishnment. And if that's the case, we don't
need to go into that, any discussion regarding that,
sir. Okay?

MR VWHI TLEY: Very well. Investigator
Par ker, so you said that the makeup of the area that
where Canaart is, where the applicant is, you said
that the makeup of that area contai ned ot her
busi nesses. |Is that correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: That is correct.

MR. VWHI TLEY: And you said that there were
cof f ee busi nesses, other retail businesses, and
ot her restaurants, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Correct.

MR. VWH TLEY: Now was that consistent on
both sides of the street or just one side of the
street? Like, so is one side of the street
comercial and the other side of the street retail?

O is the whol e block, both sides of the street
comercial instead of retail | should say?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: I n that area, both
sides of the street are retail.

MR, VWH TLEY: kay. Now you said that you
did go inside the building. And you said that you

were on, | guess, the entry floor that you wal ked
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in. And you said that you went to the basenent.
Were there any other floors that were associ ated
wi th the business?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No.

MR VWH TLEY: Ckay. So to the best of
your know edge, you basically canvassed the entire
prem ses of the applicant?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes.

MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. Now while you -- on
either visit to the establishnent, did you see --
first of all, did you observe the odor of marijuana?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: | did not.

MR. VWHI TLEY: D d you observe anyone
consum ng marijuana?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No.

MR. VWHI TLEY: D d you see anyone consumni ng
or using any other illicit drugs?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No.

MR VWH TLEY: Right. Now you said that
when you entered the establishnment the second tine,
it was during ongoi ng business operation. You said
that there were sone clients that were in there.

Did you notice anything cannabis related with those
clients whatsoever in that -- | guess -- | don't

know who's transacting. | don't know if they
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actual ly purchased sonething or were just browsing.

But did you notice any cannabis exchanges? D d
you hear any verbiage related to cannabis or
anything like that?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No.

MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. Now the art that you
spoke of, you said that you observed art in the
bui | ding. Now was that art general art? O was
that art just cannabis related art? Like, could
you speak to the nature of the art in the building?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: The nature of the
art was basically paintings of nusical artists, |
t hi nk basketball players, nultiple paintings of
everything. | can't say that | observed anyt hi ng
cannabis related as far as a painting.

MR, VWH TLEY: Understood. Now did
anyt hi ng about the building seemattractive to
children? For instance, were there, |ike, pictures
of candy or pictures of cartoons or any -- whether
it's cannabis related or not. But was there
anything that pronoted -- that the business was
pronoting that would attract children?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No.

MR VWHI TLEY: Al right. During your

i nvestigation, did you happen to be on that -- in
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t hat nei ghbor hood when school was either -- people
were either going to school in the norning or they
were com ng from school in the afternoon?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes.

MR VWH TLEY: Ckay. D d anything about
t he busi ness inpeded the traffic of those -- or
I npede the travel of those school aged children
ei ther going to school in the norning or comng from
school in the afternoon?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No.

MR. VWH TLEY: Wen you observed those
children that were either com ng from school or
goi ng from school, were they acconpani ed by parents?

O were they just nostly just wal ki ng by
t hensel ves?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: Actually, | didn't
observe any students or parents at that tinme going
into a school except | was -- the hours that | was
there was noontine. Mostly tinme around noonti ne,
nost of those kids are in school. And at 2:50 p.m
hours that | was there, they're normally exiting
school. But | didn't see anything that woul d i npede
any school traffic for students.

MR, VWHI TLEY: And so based on your report

too, you also reported on the effects of the
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establi shnent on the peace, order, and quiet of the
nei ghbor hood. What was your conclusions in your
report related to the peace, order, and qui et of
the establishnment as it relates to the nei ghborhood?
| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  The concl usi on on
ny report was that the establishnent is |located --
the area is not a high traffic area as far as foot
traffic fromwhat | observed throughout ny
I nvestigation. It seens to be a nore
conmuni ty-based type area, like | said, with |ight
foot traffic. You do have a Metro bus area there.
But as | said, once again, it's light foot traffic
fromny investigation.

MR. WHI TLEY: Understood. Now you al so
gave a concl usion about the investigative history,
whet her the applicant has any violations on record
related to ABCA, related to any ABCA investigations.

VWhat were your concl usions there?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER. | did not have any
conclusion as -- hold on. Let ne nake sure. Let
me - -

MR. WHI TLEY: |I'm Il ooking at page 5 of your
report.

| N\VESTI GATOR PARKER  Page 57 (Ckay.

Yeah, there was no ABCA viol ati ons upon ny
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I nvestigation that | saw.

MR, VWH TLEY: Absolutely. And now goi ng
to the -- in your report, right? So on page 3 in
you report, you list the proposed hours of operation
of the business. And we have two colums, right?

We have the hours of operation then the hours of
sal es open to the public. Can you explain the

di fference between hours of operation and hours of
sal es open to the public?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: The hours of
operation, I'mthinking as far as the hours of
operati on as neani ng openi ng the enpl oyees into the
busi ness, opening up, setting up, getting things
prepared for the public. The 11:00 o' cl ock hour
is the hours of them-- the public comng in and
for the business to be able to nake the sales wthin
t hose hours.

MR. VWHI TLEY: Absolutely. And with your
observance and your experience, if a business began
operating at 11:00 a.m, wuld it typically avoid
the norning school traffic?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No.

MR. VWH TLEY: So at 11:00 a.m --

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  You said would it

avoid the school traffic at 11:007?
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MR. WHI TLEY: | could ask it that way.
| f a business opens hours of operation at 11:00 a.m,
would it typically avoid the norning school traffic?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes, it woul d.

MR. WHI TLEY: And ny |ast question is as
an investigator, do you al so enforce the ABCA
policies and the laws in the District of Col unbia?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes.

MR. VWH TLEY: kay. So are there
regul ations in enforcenent against nedi cal cannabis
conpani es di splayi ng or advertising products that
woul d be enticing or attractive to children? Isn't
that prohibited in the nedical cannabis market?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: It is.

MR. WHI TLEY: And if a business were to
do that, that business would be enforced upon,
correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: Repeat that one
nore time.

MR. WHI TLEY: So if you or any other ABCA
i nvestigator, right, observed a nedical cannabis
conpany that was displaying imgery to children that
were attractive to children or doing things that
were enticing to children, that's an enforceabl e

offense. And if an investigator saw that, they
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woul d have to enforce against that conpany, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes.

MR WHI TLEY: [Indeed. Just to be clear,
| know | asked this before. But | just want to make
sure. In your record in your report, there are no
vi ol ati ons agai nst the applicant, Canaart, wth
ABCA based on your know edge, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: Wl l, prior to this
I nvestigation, it was -- there was none. But
afterwards, after the report was filed, | did
observe that there was a warning issued |ater after
the report was subm tted.

MR, VWHI TLEY: Okay. So let ne clarify
that. So are you saying that you di scovered the
exi stence of a warning letter after you submtted
your report? O was a warning letter issued to the
applicant after you conpl eted your report?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Yes.

MR, VH TLEY: Wi ch one?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER: After | conpl eted
ny report.

MR. VWH TLEY: So --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Parker, listen

to the question, please. Listen carefully to the
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question and answer the question.

MR. VWH TLEY: Yes. So ny question is
this. You spoke of a warning letter, right? And
we're trying to get the timng of the warning letter,
right? So my question is, did you discover the
exi stence of the warning letter? Let ne ask you
this. Let nme be specific. Do you know when t hat
warning letter was issued?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER. It was -- according

to ny know edge, it was issued on -- it was issued
| ast year. | can't renmenber the exact date. But
it was -- | recall it was issued | ast year.

MR. WHI TLEY: Roger that.

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  But | discovered it
-- like I -- once again, like | said, |I discovered
it after the fact.

MR. VWHI TLEY: kay. So yes, | just want
to be clear. There was a warning letter issued | ast
year, right, to your know edge. And you only
di scovered the existence of that warning letter
after you conducted your inspection, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  Correct.

MR. VWH TLEY: Ckay. But the warning
letter itself was not issued after your inspection?

| NVESTI GATOR PARKER:  No.
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MR. VWHI TLEY: Roger that. No further
guesti ons.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. M xon.

MR MXON:. [|I'd just ask that the Board
take judicial notice of page 2 of the --
adm ni strative notice, apologies, of the page 2,
the protest report, specifically the header that
says, protest issues. It notes two protest factors
that would be applicable with this for an
application for an alcohol |icense. However, the
nmedi cal cannabis licensing statute, a different set
of protest issues are relevant. And to correct the
record, those two protest issues are report of
violations of Title VII and vehicul ar and pedestrian
safety.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Hol d on. Hold on.
Hold on. Hold on. Hold on. Al right, M.
M xon. Hold on. Let's put a pause in that for
a mnute. Do you have any questions for the
I nvesti gator?

MR. M XON. None at this tine.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You don't? Ckay.
Thank you, M. Parker, for your testinony today.
Al right. Oay. Wat's the issue that you --

what's the clarification you're trying to bring to
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the attention of the Board, sir?

MR M XON:. Just that the to nmake sure that
the Board and all parties are on the sanme page with
respect to the relevant protest issues in this case
of which it seens that a set of protest issues
relevant to an al cohol license are listed in the

protest report that is relevant to a cannabis

| i cense.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So you' re sayi ng
that -- so M. Mxon, if the investigator nade an
error, why didn't you just -- he was here to testify.

Wiy don't you ask himto clarify that issue, sir?

MR. M XON:. Judicial econony.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You're just neking
ny life even nore interesting as the afternoon goes
al ong, not because you're spending the entire day
wth us, M. Mxon. Al right. Gay. Exhibit 1
in the report has the protest notice, the protest
I ssue why the ANC is protesting the issue.

|"mnot quite sure what is in the case
report. But we are here today because standi ng was
granted to the protestant at the roll call hearing.

So because standing was granted to the ANC at the
roll call hearing, it's clear to ne that the ANC

met the standard for a cannabis protest. So if
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there's an error in the case report itself, | stand
with the fact that the ANC was granted standi ng at
the protest hearing -- I'msorry, the roll call
heari ng because the Board agent at that hearing
determ ned that the standards to protest a cannabis
establi shnment was net by the ANC. Ckay?

MR. M XON: Understood. Thank you, M.
Chair.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you for
that. Al right. Hold on one mnute. Let ne see
here. Hold on, please. Al right. Gkay. M.

Wi tl ey, how many w tnesses do you have, M.
Wi tley?

MR VWH TLEY: So two, if Speci al
| nvestigator -- |I'msorry, Supervisory |nvestigator
Peru testifies, then two. |If not, one, M. Rragam.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. No, |
just wanted to make sure so | can finish your case
today. Al right. So | know that you had
subpoenaed witnesses. And | believe that -- |'1l]
find out from-- we'll call your first wtness.

And let nme get clarification wth that Supervisory
| nvestigator Peru is avail able as per your subpoena.
So call your first wtness, sir.

MR VH TLEY: Yes, M. Chairnan. [ 11
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call --
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Hold on. Hold on.
Hol d on, please. Hold on. Do you want to -- all
right. | was told that Supervisory Investigator

Peru is available. Do you want to call your
W t nesses out of order so we can have --

MR. VWHI TLEY: | can call ny w tness out
of order to acconmpbdate, yes.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So t hen
Supervisory Investigator Peru is available. So M.
Peru, can you raise your right hand, please? Do
you swear or affirmto tell the truth and nothing
but the truth? Your witness, sir. kay.

MR. VWH TLEY: Geat. Good evening,
Supervi sory | nvestigator Peru.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR, VWH TLEY: Could you please -- | can't
conplain. Good to see you. So could you pl ease
state and spell your nanme for the record?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Jason Peru, J-A-S-ON

P- E- R- U.

MR. VWH TLEY: Qutstanding. So right now,
you are a supervisory investigator at ABCA. |s that
correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Correct.
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MR. VWH TLEY: Al right. How |long have
you served in that role?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:. Si nce 2018.

MR. VWH TLEY: And what are your duties in
that role?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. To conduct
I nvestigations and inspections of businesses in the
District of Colunmbia that are |icensed by ABCA

MR. VWH TLEY: And does your role or your
duties include enforcenent actions in, | guess,
serving or initiating enforcenent actions?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Correct.

Enf or cenent agai nst cannabi s enforcenent actions
on licensed establishnents in the District.

MR. VWHI TLEY: Ckay. And so sone of the
-- Is issuing a warning letter one of the enforcenent
practices that you have authority to do?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: It is.

MR. WHI TLEY: CQutstanding. Besides
warning letters, are there other forns of
enforcenent that you're capable of?

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU: There are.

MR WH TLEY: What are sone of those other
types of enforcenent?

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU: | ssuing cease and
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desi st agai nst busi nesses, padl ocking and cl osing
busi nesses for illegal activities, the Board as it
defi ned busi nesses.

MR VWH TLEY: Okay. So if you were to --
froma scale of one to ten, right, one being the
| east severe, ten being the nost severe, where would
a warning letter lie?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: | think it's pretty
obvious. A warning letter is the beginning of a
process of enforcenment. |It's a start of an
enf orcenment action notifying the business of their
infraction and giving thema chance to correct that
i nfraction.

MR. VWH TLEY: Okay. So a warning letter
IS not necessarily punitive. |It's nore, for |ack
of a better term-- | don't want to say educati onal
but it's notice, right? It's notice essentially,
right, nore so than punitive. Wuld you agree or
not ?

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU: | agree. | like the
word educational. That's the way | presented it
when we started doing enforcenment |ast year.

MR. VWH TLEY: kay, okay. And let ne ask.

So part of the reason why you were doi ng the warning

letter, is that because there was confusion?
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People were at least claimng that there was
confusion on what was | egal and what was not |egal ?
And | don't know what was goi ng on behind the
scenes. But was the warning letter part of, as you
sai d, educating the public on what was | egal and
what was not |egal and trying to dispel runors?

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU: Correct. February
1st of 2024, the |laws got changed. An enforcenent
bill was enacted. And as part of that bill to give
everybody a fair opportunity to shut down busi nesses
on their own, we started a task force.

And the first step of the task force per
the statute was to issue warnings. So | went around
and issued over, | don't know. A hundred sonething
war ni ngs got issued during the time period.

MR. WHI TLEY: Qutstanding. Now if you
appeared at a location, you didn't just have to issue
a warning letter. |If there's sonething egregi ous
or sonething like that, you could use all the quills
-- all the arrows in your quiver, right? |[Is that
true?

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU: Yes and no. At the
begi nning, the statute required nandated warni ngs
be issued first until the statute was | ater changed

and the enforcenent actions nade a little nore
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di rect and aggressive. And a warning letter was
actually elimnated fromthe |law at sonme point |ast
year.

MR. VWH TLEY: kay, okay. Do you recall
Issuing a warning |etter against Canaart, the
appl i cant?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. | do.

MR. VWH TLEY: kay. Do you recall
whet her that was around on or about August 6, 20247

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: |t was.

MR, VWH TLEY: kay. And again, | know you
kind of said it. But just specifically with
Canaart, what was the point and what was the purpose
of issuing this warning letter?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Wl |, Canaart was on
my list of unlicensed operators in the District of
Colunbia I'i ke many others. And | took ny joint
cannabis task force to pay thema visit like | did
to other shops in the District. And during that
visit, there was cannabi s product and cannabi s
fl ower being offered for sale. And at that point
intime, a warning was issued by nyself.

MR. VWH TLEY: Indeed. And do you recall
the infractions that you listed in that warning

|etter?
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| NVESTI GATOR PERU: | nean, | have a copy
of the warning letter pulled up. So I can cite it
If you want. O you can pull if you have it to show
it. But --

MR. VHI TLEY: Sure.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. -- it was essentially
engaging in illegal activity of selling,
exchangi ng, delivering cannabi s.

MR. VWH TLEY: kay. Now after you issued
that warning letter on August 6th, 2024, were you
notified or did you have any conversation with
Canaart? D d they reach out to you after receiving
that warning letter? Do you recall?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Yeah, it's been a
while. But yes, | renenber conversations,
absol utely. Because they had a -- about applying
and getting a conditional |icense at sone point.

| offered, as part of education, guidance on how
an operator that we're issuing infractions to can,
in fact, apply for a license.

MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. And so after the
warning letter, did you ever return to Canaart to
I ssue any subsequent enforcenent actions?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. | returned, of

course, inspections. However, no actions were seen

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

that warranted further action.

MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. And so to your
know edge, even after these inspections by
yoursel f, by Investigator Parker, ABCA has not
I ssued any other infractions, fines, enforcenent
actions whatsoever against Canaart. |Is that
correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:. That is correct.

MR, VWH TLEY: And while you were visiting
Canaart, was the business operating or was it closed
when you i nspected?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. At which tine are you
referring to?

MR. VWHI TLEY: Either tinme. Either tine
that you inspected. Was the business open? Like,
so simlar to Investigator Parker, he nade two
trips. One trip, the business wasn't open. One
trip, the business was open. So was that simlar
with you? One trip, the business was open. One
trip, the business wasn't open.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Yeah, it was open the
day of the task force and the day of the warning.

| was physically inside.
MR VWH TLEY: Ckay.
| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Other attenpts to
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visit the place, it was closed. And then sone days,
it was found open. So it wasn't consistently open
after that juncture. And once again, no illegal
activity was confirned by nyself fromny team

MR VWH TLEY: Ckay. Now what do you nean
by that? Wen you say no illegal activity was
confirmed, allegations of illegal activity?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Correct.

MR. VWHI TLEY: And that's what pronpted the
I nspections. But upon your inspections, no illegal
activity was observed?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Correct.

MR. VWHI TLEY: Indeed. Have you gotten
any -- so besides allegations, have you gotten any
direct conpl aints against Canaart? Has a random
citizen approached you? Are you the applicant's
I nspector? Can | get a business card? These
peopl e just sold ny son cannabis. And | want you
to go enforce them Has anything |ike that happened
with you and Canaart?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Not in that capacity,
but in the capacity of anonynous conpl ai nts have
come into ABCA with concerns that they continue to
sell and continue to operate as an unlicensed

cannabis retailer.
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MR. VWH TLEY: Gotcha. And when were
t hose conplaints? Wen was the nost recent
conpl ai nt?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. It's been a couple
months. | can't -- | can't pinpoint the tinmes of
t he conpl ai nt because the conplaints cone in many
forms. And sonetines it cones in the formof just
a phone call saying, hey, | think these guys are
operating still or, you know, a nessage. But yeah,
there's nmultiple forns of conplaints the way they
cone in to ne.

MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. So all the
conplaints that cone into you, are they credible?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. All conplaints are
| ooked into it. Not everything is -- is -- is found
to be or discovered to be for what it is.

MR, WH TLEY: R ght. And that's the case
of Canaart. It seens |like you' ve gotten nunerous
conpl ai nts, anonynous, what have you. But based
on ABCA' s inspection, those conplaints didn't match
up with what you observed?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: M. Wiitley, |ike
stated, |'ve served one action against Canaart.

And that one action was served based on ny

I nvestigation, based on ny continued investigation.
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And therefore, | issued that warning letter.
Since then, no other actions have been conducted
by me. No other enforcenent has been taken by ne
based on any investigations that | conducted.

MR VWH TLEY: Ckay. Now when you say by
you, right, are you speaking for -- because you are
the supervisory investigator. So that neans you
personal ly or you the departnent of ABCA
enf or cenment ?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Me personally setting
up operations or investigations to determne if
i1l egal sales are taking place.

MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. And none of those --
other than the warning letter, an initial task
force, none of those operations, investigations as
you think have turned up anythi ng negative towards
Canaart, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Correct.

MR VWHI TLEY: Al right. And | asked
| nvestigator Parker this. But | just want to be
sure. There are already regul ations that prohibit
a nmedi cal cannabis from doi ng anyt hing that
essentially would attract children, right? As a
matter of fact, can a child enter a nedi cal

est abl i shnent ?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

52
| NVESTI GATOR PERU.  You nust be 18 and

over with a doctor's nedical note or 21 and over

to self certify.

MR. VWH TLEY: kay. So no one under 21.

But if you' re under 21, if you're between 18 and
21, you needed a parent to acconpany you. |Is that
correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. You need a doctor's
note to --

MR. VWH TLEY: Doctor's note.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: -- certify that you
can obtain nedical cannabis.

MR VWH TLEY: Ckay. But
regul atory-wi se, a nedical cannabis establishnent
does not let children in?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Correct.

MR, VWHI TLEY: Have you ever issued any
type of enforcenent act against any nedi cal cannabis
conpany that's a licensed nedi cal cannabi s conpany
that's operating? Have you ever issued an
i nfraction because they | et soneone in that was
under 217

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU:. No. As of today, |
have not.

MR, VWH TLEY: kay. And there's also
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medi cal cannabis | aws that regul ate agai nst or
prohi bit the adverti senent of products that are
attractive to children. |Is that correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Correct.

MR WHI TLEY: GCkay. And is that

sonmet hing that you nonitor pretty excessively? |

know at the |ast hearing, you guys were tal king about

packagi ng and everything like that. Is that

sonet hing that you nonitor heavily?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Yeah, anything -- all

packagi ng and | abeling nust be approved by ABCA

| i censi ng, not by me, not by Jason Peru hinself.

It is submtted through the ABCA |icensing portal.

It's reviewed by the Board.

And then the licensing is approved. And

t he approval is based on a statute |ike you stated.

| mmges depicting children, cartoon inmages, or
anything that could -- that could attract a child
IS a prohibited.

MR. VWHI TLEY: Okay. And also in your
experience, right, with the nmedical cannabis
conpanies in general, do you observe often when
you're investigating these conpani es people
loitering in front of these conpani es and snoki ng

mar i j uana?
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(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR. VWH TLEY: Medi cal cannabi s conpani es.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: No, the nedi cal
retailers, that kind of activity is not -- is not
observed, no.

MR. VWH TLEY: Have you had any enforcenent
with -- because |'msure there are sone nedi cal
cannabi s conpanies that are within 300 feet of a
school. In your history of enforcenent and
observations, have there been any children that have
wandered into a nedical -- |licensed nedical cannabis
store or had a negative interaction with a nedi cal
cannabis store in the District of Col unbia?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Not to ny direct
know edge.

MR VWH TLEY: And we just want to be
certain, right? This whole hearing is about
Canaart's application as a nedical |icensed
establ i shnent, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Yes, sir.

MR. WHI TLEY: Indeed. | have no further
guesti ons.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. M xon.

MR M XON: Yes, | have a question.

| nvestigator Peru, could you please -- if you could,
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could you estimate approxi mately how many
conpl ai nts the agency nay have received related to
this establishnment?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Probably -- | nean,
maybe | ess than -- |ess than 20 nmaybe, maybe nore
than 10, give or take. You know, it's always the
sane type of conplaint that would conme in, you know,
fromthe nei ghborhood, fromthe ANCs, or from
anonynous sources, concern that the illegal
operations were still taking place.

MR M XON: Have you personally observed
violations of D.C. Code Title VII at the
est abl i shnent ?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Not since the
original -- the original warning was issued. No
ot her violations were observed.

MR M XON: But at that tinme, though,
correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. |'msorry. Yes, at
the tine.

MR MXON:. At the tine of the warning?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Yes, yes, yes.

MR. M XON: Was the establishnment held
open for business after the period of tinme ABCA

allowed for |licensed establishnents to be
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grandfathered in to continue operation until
| i censure?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  You're tal ki ng about
the March 31st deadline?

MR MXON: Yes, did they apply after a
period of tine that ABCA woul d've permtted |icensed
establishments to be safe from enforcenent?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  |'m not sure. [|'m
not sure what application period they applied. And
to be honest wth you, I'd have to -- |'d have to
check back on that. |'massum ng the application
period for unlicensed businesses was from Novenber
of '23 to January of '24. | do not believe Canaart
applied in that tinme period.

MR. M XON: Thank you. Are you famliar
Wi th the principle operator of the establishnent?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: The gentl eman on the
screen that you're referring to?

MR MXON:. Yes. Could you say his nane?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Yeah, Sajmr Rragam .

| believe | spoke to himonce or twice. | cannot
remenber. You know, so many people, | get so nmany
calls as you can i nmagi ne.

MR. M XON: Right.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. | believe after the
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first actions, we had a couple conversations. But
recently, | have not spoken to him no.

MR MXON: Are you famliar with himfrom
t he operation of any other cannabis establishnments,
l'icensed or unlicensed in the District?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Not ringing a bell.

Maybe you can ring it for me if -- if -- if heis
associ ated wth sonmewhere el se.

MR MXON. No, that'll be all for no.

No further questions, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Any ot her questi ons
by any of the Board nenbers? Let ne see. M. Peru,
normal |y you stated that you received maybe nore
than 10 but less than 20 conplaints regarding this
establishnments. So once ABCA receives a conplaint,
what happens? Wal k us through the process.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Wl |, we get so nmany
conpl ai nts about unlicensed busi nesses or
potentially or allegedly doing stuff. So it gets
queued in. And I flag it for follow up
i nvestigation, a followup. Lately, to be quite
frank, my follow up just goes straight to doing an
under cover operation.

You know, |I'mno |onger popping in on

pl aces and sayi ng, hey, how are you doi ng, guys?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

58

This is who | am that kind of -- so essentially,
"Il initiate an undercover operation. 1'll do
surveillance on the business to |look for activity
to see if the business is operating, if anybody --
if it's even open for business at all, and go from
t here.

And if | deemthat there's no activity,
then, you know, there's no further actions. [If --
if I -- if | continue to get conplaints, I'Il try
again in multiple tinmes to do undercover operations
and undercover buys. And to be quite frank, in this
case, | did. There was -- | made nultiple attenpts
to purchase cannabis out of this location after --
|l ong after ny warning was given and with negative
result.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her
guestions by any ot her Board nenbers?

MEMBER JONES: What do you nean by
negative result?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Jones.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Yes, sir. Sorry.

No sal es were nmade.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her

guestions by any other Board nenbers? M. M xon.

MR MXON. No, M. Chair.
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CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any questions?

M. Wiitley, any redirect? Brief redirect if you
have any, M. Witley. You are on nute, M.
Wi tl ey.

MR VWH TLEY: | have one thing that's
pertinent. M. Peru, you said that the unlicensed
application round was from Novenber 2023, | believe,
to January 2024, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Yes, sir.

MR, VWHI TLEY: But there were other
licensing rounds after that. After the unlicensed
round ended in January, | think, 31st or 30th,
2024, there were two subsequent rounds, correct,

t hat people could apply, right?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Social equity to
standard, correct.

MR WHI TLEY: Correct. And standing here
today, that neans they had to submt an application
i n one of those other rounds, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Correct. But to M.
M xon's point, they were not protected under the
| aw that allowed unlicensed operators to conti nue
to operate until March 31st of this year. So only
unlicensed operators were allowed to do that per

the statute. The other -- the other application
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rounds from standard to social equity could not

operate under that | aw.

MR. VWH TLEY: | appreciate that, M. Peru.

But I'masking -- Attorney M xon has had his
opportunity to ask the questions, right? So [|I'm
asking a different |line of questioning, right? And
so | just wanted to establish that |ike there were
ot her rounds outside of the January 2024 deadli ne.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Yes, sir.

MR. VWH TLEY: And even though you m ght
not know when the applicant submtted their
application, it's clear that they nust've submtted
it during the open rounds to be here, correct?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Yes, sir.

MR. WHI TLEY: |ndeed. No further
guesti ons.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you. Thank
you very nmuch, M. Peru, for your testinony. Have
a great day.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU. Thank you, sir. You
t 00.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Whitley, do
you have another w tness?

MR VWHI TLEY: Yes, sir. M. Rragam.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Rragam, can
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you pl ease raise your right hand, please? Do you
swear or affirmto tell the truth and nothing but
the truth?

MR. RRAGAM: | do, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Your witness, sir.

MR. VWH TLEY: Thank you. M. Rragam,
coul d you please state your full and spell it for
t he record?

MR RRAGAM: Sajmr Rragam, S-A-J-MI-R
RRAGA MI.

MR. VWHI TLEY: Indeed. What is your
rel ati onship wwth the applicant, Canaart?

MR RRAGAM : | amthe owner and partner.

MR. VWH TLEY: And where is Canaart
| ocat ed?

MR RRAGAM : It's |located 5008
Connecti cut Avenue, Northwest, Washi ngton, D.C
20008 ZI P code.

MR VWH TLEY: Ckay. And when did Canaart
LLC begin its business operations --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR, WHI TLEY: -- at 5008 Connecti cut
Avenue? | apol ogi ze.

MR. RRAGAM : W open our doors in My
2024.
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MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. You were breaking
up. Did you say May 20247

MR- RRAGAM : Correct.

MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. Are you the
I ndi vi dual who submtted the application for a
medi cal cannabis retailer |icense?

MR. RRAGAM : Yes, |'mthe individual that
submtted the application through a consulting
agency.

MR. WHI TLEY: Ckay. Do you recall when
the application was submtted?

MR. RRAGAM : Application was submtted,
| renmenber it was a deadline or starting |ine of
July 1st, 2024.

MR, VWH TLEY: Okay. And then were there
any issues with that subm ssion?

MR RRAGAM: Yes. After M. Peru's

visit to our establishnment, we discovered -- in
conmuni cating wiwth M. Peru, we discovered -- was
incorrect. | guess there's -- there's two

bui | dings. They're next to each other. And there
was sonething -- a problemw th a civic nunber which
we | ater corrected. So that was a problem we had
with the application. The civic nunber was

i ncorrect.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Hol d on a m nute,
sir. There's sonething going on with your
connection because it's --

MR RRAGAM: Wth m ne?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Yes. Wth your

wi fi connection so you're not clear.

MR RRAGAM: It's -- | can restate the
statenent again. | have four bars here. |'m not
sure if -- doable.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Am | the only one
or is there a delay in his speech?

(Si mul t aneousl y speaking.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  There's a delay so
your wife -- so you m ght have four bars, so your
wfi is not -- so what I'"'mgoing to ask you to do
and agai nst ny best judgnent, why don't you turn
your canera off unless you have a problemwth that,
M. M xon?

SPEAKER:  No, sir. Thank you for the
suggesti on.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Hol d on, hol d on,
hold on, hold on. Unless you have a problemwth
that, M. Mxon. Wy don't you turn your canera
off and let nme see if it gets any better, okay,

because you're breaking up. And so naybe if we --
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MR. RRAGAM : All right.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- turn the canera
off, maybe it wll be better. Gay. Go ahead --

MR. RRAGAM : Thank you, sir

MR RRAGAM: -- and tell your canera off
and |l et nme see. Ckay.

MR RRAGAM : Canera's off.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Go ahead, M.
VWi tley:

MR. WHI TLEY: Ckay. Very well. Because
the testinony was broken up, let nme just re-ask.
When was the application submtted M. Rragam ?

MR RRAGAM: M. Witley, the
application was submtted July 1, 2024.
BY MR VH TLEY:

Q Ckay. Wre there any particularities or
anyt hi ng abnormal about the application subm ssion?
A The only particularity was that the

application, the civic nunber was the -- incorrect
and when talking to -- chain with M. Peru, he did
not -- he discovered that we did not have an
application and we then | ater discovered that yes,
we did have the application but the error was the

Q GCkay. So just so we got the tineline
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right, |looks |ike you guys open in My of 2024,
submtted a nmedical cannabis application in July
of -- July --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Whitley, are
you testifying or are you asking questions, sir?
Can you ask --

MR, VWHI TLEY: |'mjust making sure we got
the tineline. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  But he didn't --
hold on, M. Witley. He didn't put in a tineline.

So if you ask the witness -- let -- you just ask
the wtness questions, sir. Don't give him-- he
hasn't -- | don't even know when -- I'mnot -- |

don't know if it's relevant, but if you're going
to ask a question, sir, you ask hima question.

You don't give himthe information, sir, okay? All
right.

MR. WHI TLEY: Yes, Chairman. Wen did
you begin the -- what was the date that you began
the business? |I'mtrying to establish the tineline
M. Anderson. So when was the date that you opened
t he busi ness?

MR. RRAGAM : Yes. That was in 8/24/2024
and the application was submtted in July 1, 2024.

And to your third question, yes, there was no
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probl em subm tting the application but -- through
seam essly but later found out through M. Peru that
the application did not have the correct civic

nunber on the address, so that's it.

BY MR VH TLEY:

Q And did you find that out after the August
6th warning letter was issued?

A Correct, sir. In communicating with M.
Peru, we found that out, yes.

Q Ckay. Now after August 6, 2024, did you
conti nue operating the business?

A No -- no, M. Witley. W shut operations
right away. W m ght have been open for art.
Sonebody cane to pick up art or stuff like that,
one here and there but no. W shut doors Bold Alley
of fered to take the subl ease.

Q GCkay. And what was your goal when you were
applying for your nedical cannabis |Iicense?

A Wll, the goal is to -- our goal was to
provi de -- have, you know, a great know edge of the
plant and its safe usage, and we want to share that
know edge with our community and our -- the public
and our clients -- usage of cannabis based on an
I ndi vi dual basis and, you know, hoping to nake a

profitabl e business to continue to inform and
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operate and sell cannabis regul ated by ABCA.

Q I'mnot sure the Board was able to hear
you because you were intermttent again, so | just
want to raise that. | don't know what you want to
do M. -- Chairman Anderson

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, you can cone
back and -- your -- M. Rragam, your internet
connection i s poor.

MR. RRAGAM : Yes. That sounds good or
| can try to put it on -- just on -- set it for data,
see if that hel ps.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  On what, sir? |
didn't hear what you said.

MR. RRAGAM : | apol ogi ze, sir. Could
you give ne just one -- 10 seconds here, try to --

SPEAKER: He's on a nobil e device.

MR RRAGAM: -- ny wifi. | amon nobile

devi ce.

SPEAKER: He's going to switch to cellular
to see if that's better.

MR RRAGAM: Is this any better -- is this
any better?

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, why -- it is
better, so let's go ahead.

MR WH TLEY: kay.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So your -- the
answer to M. Wiitley's question -- M. Witley,
coul d you pl ease ask the question again?

MR. VWH TLEY: Sure. Wat was your goal
i n applying for a nedical cannabis retail |icense.

MR RRAGAM: Oh, yes. Well, the goal is
for us to share our know edge and our experience
with the plant. W believe in the cannabis retail
regul ated market. W want to have the community,

I ndi vi dual s, you know, |earn -- teaching them so
they can learn its safe usage and, you know, to make
a profitable business, to continue to operate.

BY MR VH TLEY:

Q Absolutely. Now, we spoke about August
6th and you receiving a warning letter. Did you
recei ve any other docunents besi des the warning
| etter on August 6, 20247

A No -- no, M. Witley, no warning letters
-- no warning letters and no conpl aints either.

Q August 6th, that was the only thing that
was i ssued to you was the warning letter on August
6th, is that correct?

A Correct -- correct.

Q Are you sure? If | showed you a docunent,

would it refresh your nenory?
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A O other warning letters after the 6th?

Q No. Wiat I'"'masking is this, was there
anything -- any other docunent besides the warning
letter that was issued on August 6, 2024 or
t her eabout ?

A Wll, there was a -- you know, in response
to our retail -- to our -- | was asking ABCA for
a retail cannabis license. W received the placard
from ABCA but no other warning or anything |like that
| can think of.

Q D d you receive any information fromthe
Departnent of Licensing and Consuner Protection?

A Yes. W have received another letter
actually that followed up with the warning letter
that was a dism ssal of the case.

Q Ckay. Let ne share ny screen. |I'm
actually going to ask to share ny screen.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Orell ana, can
you please allow M. Wiitley to share his screen?
And M. Rragam , you can cone back on canera, sir,
i f you can, because | think we have -- | think you
have corrected whatever the issue is. | think it
has been correct ed.

MR, ORELLANA: Access granted.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. So you can
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share your screen.
THE COVMPLAI NANT: Geat. | have to grant

nysel f perm ssion now.

SPEAKER:  You may have to | og out, |og back

In potentially. | believe he | ogged out, Chairmn.
He's going to | og back in.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay.
SPEAKER: He's back.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Just share your
screen, sir.
MR. WHI TLEY: Yes, Chairman. Thank you.
Now, M. Rragam, | have a docunent on the screen
Are you famliar with this docunent?
MR RRAGAM: Yes, | am M. Witley.
BY MR VH TLEY:

Q Wuat is this docunent?

A Wll, the document on the screen is the
-- cause it was to -- that is an infraction which
has the -- It's a note -- it's the initial notice

of infraction that we received by DLCP.

Q Does this ook |ike the sane notice of
infraction that you received wth no changes or
additions to it?

A Correct. That's the one.

Q This is a true and accurate representation
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of the notice of infraction that you received?

A Yes. That is the exact correct one.

Q GCkay. So | have this marked as
Applicant's Exhibit 10, and I'm not showi ng M.
Rragam what's marked as Applicant's Exhibit 11.

Do you recogni ze this docunent, M. Rragam, that's
NOw on your screen?

A | do, sir. That is the docunent that |
referred to as the foll ow up, correct.

(Wher eupon, the above referred to
docunents were marked for identification as
Applicant's Exhibits 10.)

BY MR VH TLEY:

Q And what do you nean by the foll ow up; what
does this docunent indicate?

A Well, this docunent indicates that it was
di sm ssed wi thout prejudice, that we were found not
guilty of the infractions.

Q Okay. Nowis this docunent in the sane
-- relative sane condition, sanme substance as the
docunent that you recall, correct?

A Yes, correct. It's the sane exact one.

MR, VWH TLEY: At this point, Chairman
Anderson, | would like to nove Exhibits --

Applicant's Exhibits 10 and 11 into as evi dence.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. M xon, any
obj ecti on?

MR M XON: (No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: W't hout
obj ection, Exhibit 10 and 11 are in -- are noved
I nto evidence.

(Wher eupon, the above referred to
docunents were received in evidence as Applicant's
Exhi bits 10 and 11.)

MR. WHI TLEY: Thank you. Now, noving on
-- now did you notify the ANC about the di sm ssal
of the notice of infraction?

MR RRAGAM : Not ne directly but ny

partner, Yard, had attenpted. It was also an
article on Forest H Il that stated sonething to that
nat ure.

BY MR VH TLEY:

Q Al right. Bear wth ne one second. So
what is the Forest H |l connection, M. Rragam ?

A It's the -- it's a -- to ny understanding,
it's a neighborhood i nformational online journal
for things that are happening into the nei ghborhood.

Q And when you say "the nei ghborhood, "
exactly what nei ghborhood is that?

A Wll, the ANC 3F.
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Q GCkay. So | have on the screen what's
Applicant's Exhibit 8, and this -- are you famliar
with this docunent that shows a website; are you
famliar with this docunent and site?

A Yes, | am yes.

Q Al right. Do you see the date of this
docunent hovering around it? What's the date of
t he docunent ?

A 1'll have to zoomin because -- March 25,
2024.

Q GCkay. Now what's this photo of, M.

Rragam, in this article?
A Well, that | ooks |ike our store with a nane
on it and still closed.

Q GCkay. Now, what is the nanme of your
busi ness partner again, M. Rragam ?
A  Yared Betsate.
Q Ckay.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Can you spell that
for the record, sir, please?
MR. RRAGAM : Yared, Y-A-R E-D, Betsate,
B-E-T-S-A-T-E
MR, VWHI TLEY: I'mgoing to show you a
simlar but different article. So is this that sane

website? |'m show ng you now Applicant's Exhibit
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9. Is this the sane website, the Forest Hlls
Connection; is this the sane website?
MR- RRAGAM : Correct.

BY MR DAVI DSON:

Q Do you know the date of this article?

A As everyone can see, June 12, 2025.

Q Gkay. Do you know what this article was

I n response to?

A | believe this was in response to our
meeting with the ANC. | don't have it fully present
in nmy mnd right now, but it was saying that -- what

happened in that neeting with the ANC

Q Absolutely. Now you stated that M. Yared
was your business partner, and it | ooks |ike you
guys are quoted in this article. Wat is this quote
about, the highlighted quote that you should see
on your screen right now?

A Yared Betsate attended the neeting with
co-owner, Sajmr Rragam, countered that this
i nfraction was dropped by ABCA. And it |ooks |like
that we notified the -- our nei ghborhood, ANC 3F,
that -- when they brought up the infraction, |
personal ly was speaking to Ms. Guzman and | et her
know t hat these infraction has been dropped.

Q Indeed. And now !l want to show you --
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goi ng back to Exhibit 8, could you read the -- this
last line right here that was al so comuni cated by
your busi ness partner?

A The last line that states Kenna -- Kenna
Yared Betsate told Forest Hill Connection that the
business is in the process of applying for an ABCA
i cense.

Q And that -- this was in --

A  March 25, 2024.

Q So does this predate the opening of the
busi ness?

A March 25, 2024 predates the opening of the
busi ness, correct, and as is shown, we're not open
on the picture, yes.

Q Indeed. | would, at this point in tineg,
like to nove into evidence Applicant's Exhibits 8
and 9.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. M xon?

MR M XON: No objection.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  wi t hout
objection, Exhibit 8 and 9 is noved into evi dence.

(Wher eupon, the above referred to
docunents were received in evidence as Applicant's
Exhibits 8 and 9.)

MR VWH TLEY: Al right. So after you
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were contacted by investigators on -- in August of
2024, what steps did you take regarding your

busi ness operations?

MR RRAGAM: W -- well, we hired an
architectural firm a security firmto lay out a
plan, a security plan. W have |earned the |aw,
how to operate within the paraneters that the ABCA
and the city have put on, identifying |ocal
cultivators that are |icensed by ABCA. W -- pretty
much all our research has been extensive and all
our focus has been extensive to open as a | egal
medi cal cannabi s di spensary. So everything that
we did fromthat point on was to operate within to
the paraneters that the city had establi shed.

BY MR VH TLEY:

Q And after August 2024, did you continue
operating as an |-71 cannabis retailer?

A No -- no, sir. Not at all. After the
I nfraction, we imedi ately stopped that nodel as
we thought it was okay, but it was not based on the
visit that we received. And what we had operate
-- wth the operation right nowis actually not under
us, sone of our art is sold in the store, but is
Bold Alley offered to sub-rent the space so -- and

we agreed to that because, you know, we want to pay
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rent and all that. So no, the answer is not as a
| -71 but Bold Alley took over as an art store and
used the artifacts and stuff |ike that.

Q Gkay. Now, where inside of the |ocation
do you guys plan to conduct the nedical cannabis
transactions insi9de of the store?

A Well, per the city's regul ations and our
security, it's -- we have a second roomall the way
to the back of the store that would not be visible
fromthe street or from anybody that enters, and
that's where we -- so all transactions are private.

Q GCkay. So | am show ng another Exhibit,
Applicant's Exhibit Nunber 3 on the screen. What
is this a picture of ?

A That's a front w ndow, bay w ndow di spl ay
and on the right, there is the entry, the doorway.
Q Ckay. And this is Exhibit Nunber 4.

Could you tell nme what this picture is?

A That is the Bold Alley, you know, selling
their stuff, the artifacts and beautiful stuff they
have.

Q And is this your front window that's facing
the street?

A Correct, it is.

Q So this is what passersby and potenti al
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custoners, this is what they're net wwth, this is
what they see, this is the face of the business?

A Yes. That's the face of the business that
they see, that you can actually see to this day,
yes, the present.

Q Wuat is this picture?

A That is frominside, the reverse picture
it looks Iike. Yes. The sane picture but taken
fromthe inside out.

Q GCkay. Now I'mshow ng you Applicant's
Exhibit 6. Wat are we | ooking at here?

A Here we're looking at the -- fromthat bay
w ndow i nside the store, the picture all the way
to the back where you can see our back door.

Q Sothisis --is this the floor Iength of
the -- is this the length of the building, or is
this the sideways?

A Length. This -- it's the length, from
entryway all the way to the end.

Q Ckay. And is this an accurate
representation of the business today?

A  Yes. It's exactly howit |looks. That is
the building, correct.

Q Was this the accurate representati on of

how t he busi ness | ooked three nonths ago?
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A Three nonths ago, yes, correct. Bold
Alley was still there, yes.

Q Indeed. | have one nore picture to show
you. So where would -- based on this picture, where
woul d the -- under the nedical reginme, where would
t he cannabi s transactions take place?

A So the cannabis actions woul d take place
if you followthe ceiling all the way to the end,
there is a break right there, and there's about --

Q ay.

A -- a 8-foot roomin the back there. So
where -- yes, correct, where you' re pulling that
-- the sidebar. Yes. Right there in the back
there, that's where the cannabis transactions wl|
take place. So we plan to have this front area as
a waiting roomand where people can sign up and
everything wwth the security of the door not to allow
anybody under 21 or as M. Peru stated, anybody over
-- 18 and over with doctor's notice that allows them
to purchase cannabis. And so that's the waiting
roomand the registration room and no one is allowed
to go in there wthout the proper, you know,

i dentification, 21 and over, and w thout the
regul ati on through the ABCA

Q CQutstanding. Al right. Let ne just
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handl e this real quick, working on getting one
picture up that closed out. G ve ne one second.
Court's indul gence one second.

Al right. So now Il'm show ng you
Applicant's Exhibit 7. What area is this in
conparison to the other pictures, especially the
| ast picture, what area is this?

A  Wll, that's that area that | tal ked about
that has the divider where we will be conducting
the sales that is -- it's |like caved in. [It's a
conplete different section of the store all the way
to the back, and where the chandelier is and the
glass is and all that on that desk, that's where
the -- our retailers or our bartenders will be to
conduct the sales.

Q Absolutely. | just want to confirmis
there cannabis in the building right now anywhere
on the prem ses?

A No -- no -- no. There's no cannabis in
the building, no, sir.

MR, VWHI TLEY: At this point in tinme, |
woul d like to nove into evidence Applicant's
Exhibits 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Five, | don't
recall 5. You did 5? Wat was Exhibit 5?
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MR VWHI TLEY: Let ne bring it back up.
Maybe | amincorrect. Let's see. Should have been
a picture of the interior.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Cause | wote 3,

4, 6, and 7. | don't recall 5. So what is Exhibit
5.

MR. VWH TLEY: Absolutely. Do you want ne
to answer or would you like M. Rragam to answer?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: I f you put -- is
this Exhibit 57?

MR WH TLEY: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. M xon, we
didn't have any testinony on Exhibit 5, is that
correct, or aml -- did |l mss Exhibit 5?

MR MXON:. | don't recall but we have no
obj ections to any further testinony you need to |ay
a foundati on.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, fine.

So -- okay, so you -- we can nove Exhibits 3, 4,
5 6, and 7 in evidence wthout -- okay. Al right.
Go ahead with -- so those --

MR, VWH TLEY: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- so those 3, 4,

5 6, and 7, yes.

(Wher eupon, the above referred to
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docunents were received in evidence as Applicant's
Exhi bits 3 through 7.)

MR. WHI TLEY: Thank you. So you're
saying that nedical -- the transfers of the nedical
cannabis wll take place in the back of the business,
Is that correct, is that what you said? |'mjust

MR RRAGAM : Yes, M. Witley.

MR, WH TLEY: Ckay.

MR RRAGAM: All the way to the back
BY MR WHI TLEY:

Q GCkay. Now, in that location, will any of
t hose transactions be visible to anyone on the
street including pedestrians or children wal king
by?

A No, sir. Not fromthe street and not even
In the store in the waiting area.

Q@ Now what will be your policy regarding
people that are allowed to enter your nedi cal
cannabis retail |ocation?

A Yes. It's pretty straightforward. No
one under 21 and no one -- anybody from 18 to 21
wth a doctor's note as M. Peru stated.

Q And howw |l you address issues as far as

cannabi s consunption outside of the establishnent
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or wthin the establishnment?

A  No. Wthin the establishment, as |aw
requi res, you cannot consune wthin -- outside of
t he establishnment, obviously, the |aw says that you
cannot consune if -- you know, if, for any reason,
anybody is consum ng outside of the establishnent,
we woul d, you know, direct our security staff to
tell themto not consune in the street and especially
in front of our store that is a cannabis retali
store.

Q WII you have any security protocols in
pl ace?

A Yes. Absolutely, sir, strict security
protocol s.

Q And what would those security protocols
I ncl ude?

A Well, 100 percent I.D. check at the door
no matter of who it is, how they | ook, how old and
all that. W're then noving into the registration
as the city requires, and once everybody has net
all their standards, then they can go ahead into
t he purchasing area. This is just an overview, but
we have sonme nore internal stuff that, you know,
It's our internal policy as well.

Q@ Now, what area would you instruct your
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security to patrol, if any; would it -- for exanple,
would it just be around the business itself; would

they patrol the entire block; what would you have

your security -- what would be their territory?

A Well, our perineter-- and we can't
control. Wat we are allowed to control is
definitely all inside of our business within to the

wai ting area and into the purchasing area and
obviously in front of our store, we have a patio
there that is part of our perineter that we pay rent
for, so that part as well, and that is -- what we
can control.

As far as, you know, going further in the
street and all that stuff, we can't -- there's not
much we can do about that, but we wll -- you know,
security is -- are professionals and this is rel ated
to sonebody snoking, we will, you know, encourage
themnot to snoke or to nove to their cars or their
personal property, because it's illegal to snoke
in the street in the federal district.

Q ©Ddyou or a representative for Canaart
attend an Advi sory Nei ghborhood Comm ssion public
nmeeting on July 15, 20257

A Yes. | did-- 1| did and ny partner did,

correct.
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Q Do you know whet her that neeting was
recor ded?

A Yes. | think -- | believe all the neetings
are recorded from ANC 3F or other ANCs in the
District.

Q And do you recall sone of the parties --
first, did you speak at that neeting?

A Yes, | did.

Q Do you recall sone of the other parties
that were present and spoke at that neeting?

A Well, obviously, the Comm ssioners from
the ANC that are al so present today. There were
sone residents that spoke. They just wanted
clarification on what's going on, why is this such
a big issue. And business owners as well across
the street, and there was a council nenber as well
t hat spoke in the end.

Q CQutstanding. Now |l would like to direct
your attention to your proposed orders -- hours of
operation. So let ne get that up. They were in
the report by M. Parker, but I'"'mgoing to pull up
Applicant's Exhibit 1. Before | zoomin, do you
recogni ze this picture?

A Yes.

Q Can you tell nme what it is?
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A Yes. It's the placard issued by ABCA, the
regul atory agency of the city for cannabis and
al cohol .

Q And where is this posted?

A On the wndow, right on front on the bottom
right corner | believe.

Q Wndow of what?

A On our stores at 5008 Connecticut Avenue,

Canaart.

Q (Ckay.

A It posted within that tineline. You know,
we -- yes, it's been posted as instructed from ABCA

Q Ckay. And so as | zooned in, it says --
could you -- what are your hours of retail sales
open to the public?

A Well, the hours that the ABCA al |l owed is,
you know, 8:00 a.m and on. W requested -- because
we heard these issues and all that fromthe
nei ghbors, so we requested 10:00, but just to
el imnate that school traffic. And we're wlling
to work with the nei ghborhood to be even to 11:00
a.m W just want to work and get the stores open.

So anyway, we -- the hours that ABCA allows us are
earlier, but we would like to take these issues as

the ANC is presenting and open a little bit |ater.
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Q And are you doing that voluntarily or --
A Correct.

Q -- has the ANC -- okay.

A No -- yes, no agreenent has cone yet but

iIt's voluntarily, correct.

Q Are you aware of any conplaints -- so as
you heard M. Peru testify to conplaints, are you
famliar with any conpl ai nts about your busi ness?

A No. M phone nunber and ermail|l address are
al so on that placard and no, no one has conpl ai ned
to me or | did not hear any conplaints through ABCA.

So no, I'"'mnot aware of the 20 -- 10 to 20 conplaints
that M. Peru was referring to.

Q And is this your correct email address on
t he placard?

A Yes. And it was the sane one that | | ogged
I n today, correct.

MR. WHI TLEY: At this point, | request to
nove Applicant's Exhibit 1 into evidence.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  There's no need to
nove the placard into evidence. It is part of our
record so we don't need to nove that into evidence.

MR, WHI TLEY: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  That's just --

that's a placard and notice that -- that's fine.
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MR, VWH TLEY: So wi nding up, to your
know edge M. Rragam , has the protestant of any
expert on their behalf conducted any formal studies
on specific inpact proposed by your nedical cannabis
i cense?

MR RRAGAM : No.
BY MR VH TLEY:

Q As the owner, what is your commtnent to
the Board and to the community regarding | awful and
responsi bl e operation of your business?

A Wll, as | repeatedly have tried to tell
the ANC and everyone involved in this case, our
commtnent is to operate a clear, |egal cannabis
busi ness that applies to the city rules. W've been
working with the ANC and t he nei ghborhood so yes,
that's our comm t nent.

Q And so | know you're not operating right
now and you' re subl easing the space?

A Yes.

Q Have you had any pedestrian traffic, has
there been any incidents regardi ng pedestrian
traffic or vehicle or traffic related to your store
or your nei ghborhood?

A No -- no. | don't think -- | don't' think
-- to nmy know edge, been talking to the business
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owners on our side of the street, there has not been
any issues in anything like that, in pedestrian
traffic and stuff |ike that.

Q Do you plan to have any sidewal k signs or
anything on the sidewal k that would i npede traffic?

A On the sidewal k, no -- no.

Q That's all the questions at this tine.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. M xon, any

gquestions? You're on nute, M. M xon.

MR. M XON: Apol ogies. Yes, M.

Ander son, | have sone questions.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Go ahead, sir.
MR MXON. M. Rragam, |'d like to refer

back to the Exhibit previously entered into the
record as Applicant's Exhibit 11. Wth the Board's
I ndul gence, | wll share ny screen. And is
Applicant's Exhibit 11 visible to your M. Rragam ?
MR RRAGAM : Yes. |It's the sane one that

M. Wiitley was showi ng, correct.
BY MR M XON

Q Yes. Gay. And after the word "ordered"
at the bottom of the page, what conclusion does it
reach regardi ng the case?

A Dismssal wthout prejudice.

Q Gkay. Do you know what dism ssal w thout
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A If you can explainit, sir, alittle bit
better, maybe |I understand it, but | --

MR. VWH TLEY: (njection.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  What's the nature
of the objection?

MR VWH TLEY: | nean --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Ckay.

M. M xon, why don't you just rephrase the
question. The bottomline is that the -- it states
that it's dism ssed without prejudice. So what
does that nean to you, M. Rragam ?

MR. RRAGAM : That the case was dism ssed
W thout going to a judgnent. |s that correct, sir?

MR. RRAGAM : What is your understanding
of what it means, sir? | think that's what M. M xon
Is trying to get to you. Wat does that nean to
you that it's dism ssed w thout prejudice?

MR. RRAGAM : Meaning that | did not have
to show the court or to have a hearing or anything
li ke that so it's dism ssed without that -- w thout
ny appearance. |s that correct, sir?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You' re answeri ng
the question. So go ahead, M. Mxon. | guess |

didn't get -- | thought I would try and shorten it

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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but go ahead, M. M xon.

MR MXON:. No. That's -- that was quite
hel pful . Thank you, M. Chair.

Now -- so M. Rragam, would it be correct
to say that there was no finding, that -- no finding
of liability either that you were or were not |iable
wth the action described --

MR. VWHI TLEY: (bjection, calls for a I|egal

concl usi on.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl l, I'mgoing to
overrule it. | nean | think the bottomline is that
-- | nean we have a matter. It was dism ssed w thout
prejudice. | know -- |I'man attorney. | know what

it means. GCkay. M. Mxon knows what it neans and

you, M. Witley, know what it nmeans. And so | think

we're just trying to figure out -- this is fromthe
W tness's perspective -- it's your business, what
does it nean? | nean | think that's where we're
getting to.

MR. RRAGAM : Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You had -- there's
an infraction.

MR. RRAGAM : Correct.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  An order was

Issued. It says it was dism ssed w thout
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prejudice. GCkay. As an attorney, | know what that
neans.

MR. RRAGAM : Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All the attorneys
know what it neans. As a |layperson, sir, what does
that nean to you? And | think that's --

MR. RRAGAM : | just responded to that,
sir, that to ny understanding -- |I'mnot an attorney
-- when a case is dismssed, it's dismssed. W
did not receive any further notices to appear or
anything like that. So for ne, when | read
di sm ssed, the case is dism ssed. Now the words
"W thout prejudice," it's alittle newto ne at the

time and, you know, you guys know what it neans.

| don't know but | thought that it was with -- was
dism ssed without a -- without ne appearing or with
-- like without any evidence or without -- you know,

it was just dism ssed. Wthout taking anything in
consi deration, it was just dism ssed.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: do you have
anot her question, M. M xon?

MR MXON:. Yes. M. Rragam, was there
a period of tinme relevant to this DLCP action --
2024 DLCP 0069 in which your business operated

Wi t hout an appropriate business |icense?
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MR RRAGAM: No, sir.
BY MR M XON:

Q Was there a period of tine in which you
operated wthout a certificate of occupancy?

A No, sir.

Q Gkay. M. Rragam, in -- earlier in your
testinony, | understand that there was di scussion
of artists operating in the space, is that correct,
the space of the prem ses?

A Yes. Bold Alley, correct, sir.

Q GCay. And to what extent do these artists
have control of the space?

A As of right now, sir, they have full
control of the space within to our paranmeters on
the contract that we set together.

Q And wll that contract extend into a period
in which -- should you receive a license, during
your |icensed operations?

A Yes. W have a nutual agreenent that we
-- when we receive a license as a cannabis store,
while we still have to follow certain things
regardi ng the zoning and all that, but they wll
gi ve us the space back. This was just a
transitionary period for as to cover sone of our

over head expenses and all ow them our nei ghborhood
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base, to showcase their artifacts and used goods
and stuff |ike that.

Q So they will -- they won't be perform ng
operations such as security during |licensed
operati ons?

A Bold Alley? No, sir.

Q Have you ever been the operator or
ot herwi se involved in the operations of other

cannabi s establishnents within the District?

A Wll, I'ma very well-informed fromthe
planter. |'ma grower nyself. Since the
Initiative-71 cane up, | followit to a "T" and

| earned how to grow cannabis and all that. And nmay
you repeat the question again, sir? Wat was ny
I nvol venent agai n?

Q Have you ever owned or operated other
cannabi s businesses in the District?

A Yes. | have, sir, yes. And within to the
partnership but | was part of a partnership,
correct.

Q Can you nane any of those ot her businesses?

A | think it's irrelevant to the case, sir.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Rraganmi, that
I's not your --

MR RRAGAM : Yes, sir.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: -- call, sir. |If
your attorney has a problem he needs to object.

| f your attorney does not object --

MR. RRAGAM : Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- sir, you answer
the question, sir.

MR. RRAGAM : (kay. So, sir, what is the
-- what would you |like to know agai n?

MR. M XON:. What is the nanes of other
busi nesses you've operated in the District?

MR. RRAGAM : The business that | was part
of the managenent is called --

MR. VWH TLEY: (nbjection, relevance.

MR. M XON: Speaks to fitness and
conpliance with D.C. Code Title 7.

MR, VWHI TLEY: It's not related to the
appl i cant.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  I'mgoing to
overrul e the objection. The witness can answer the
guesti on.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So -- so to answer
your question, M. Caneron, there was a partnership
that I was into as a manager of a, |ike you said,

a cannabis facility. But that cannabis facility

does not exist today and, you know, also in that
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establi shnment, we have done anything that we coul d
-- you know, we could to follow all the rules and
regul ations that were presented by the city.

MR M XON: Was that establishnent every

the subject of an ABCA investigation or enforcenent

action?

MR. RRAGAM: Yes. Correct, sir. Sane
exactly as what happened here in this -- in this
case happened there but again, |ike that partnership

I's dissolved and all that, so that's why | don't
-- | don't know why you bring that up.
BY MR M XON

Q Wien you say the thing, would it be fair
to say that that was --

A It was -- it was exactly how -- this
happened to where a warning i ssue was issued and
then the establishnent closed the doors.

Q Gkay. Understood. Thank you. No
further questions. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. | have
a question, M. Rragam , because, you know, |'m
going to --

MR. RRAGAM : Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- ask the
el ephant in the room So let's go back to Exhibit
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10. Wiy did DLCP issue -- why was -- why did you
-- why was that infraction issued, sir?

MR RRAGAM: So the infraction, | was --
and I'mstill actually kind of |ike unclear why was
It 1ssued, because the infraction came fromthe
Departnent of DLCP, and the infraction -- | nean
the -- the -- the agent of enforcenent was ABCA so.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: No. Wiat was the
Infraction that was issued, sir -- what was the
Infraction that was issued?

MR. RRAGAM : Ckay. Got it. The
infraction that was issued is because M. Peru,
during his investigation, concluded that we were
-- we had cannabis products within to the store and
our retail license did not allow that.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay, fine. Al
right. Any other questions by any other Board
Menbers? Go ahead, M. Meadows.

MEMBER MEADOWS:  Yes. First of all, M.
Chairman, | wanted to point out | find it kind of
appal ling that on Exhibit Nunber 11 that they spell
Marion S. Barry --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl l, that's --

MEMBER MEADOWNS: -- B-E-FR-RY, and it's
B-A-R-RY, Shepilov Barry. So I'd like to
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highlight that. | think it's -- the Ofice of
Hearings really needs to nmake that correction.

But to your M. Rragam, | want to know
what the nane of the business that you -- at one
point you said you were a part -- a co-partner of
it, and then you said you were a nmanager of it.
So which one was it and what was the business?

MR. RRAGAM : A nmanagi ng partner, sir.
The nane is -- was Gving Tree.

MEMBER MEADOWS: G ving Tree, okay.

MR- RRAGAM : Correct.

VEMBER MEADOWS: Thank you.

MR RRAGAM: You're wel cone, sir.

MEMBER MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you. Any
ot her questions by any ot her Board Menber?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. M.
M xon, any questions based on the questions that
wer e asked by the Board?

MR MXON: No, M. Chair.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Wi tley, any
redirect, brief redirect? M. Witley, any
redirect, sir?

MR VWH TLEY: | was just review ng ny

notes before | answered, Chairman. My apol ogi es.
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So yes, | wll actually ask a redirect based on
the Iine of questioning.

So M. Rragam, Gving Tree, since that
came up, did Gving Tree voluntarily close --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng)

-- operation?

MR. RRAGAM: Correct, sir. Yes.
BY MR WHI TLEY:

Q And sois it a sublease like this
situation, or is it conpletely shut down?

A  No -- no -- no.

Q Wat's the status?

A Gving Tree was conpletely shut down
because there was -- again, very up in the air but
anot her establishnment wthin 400 feet had applied
for a nedical license before ny partner had. M
partner had applied for the license. Then we still
-- he still holds the conditional |icense, but we
had to nove or conpletely shut down the building
because it no longer fell into the paraneters of
ABCA within to that 400-foot rule. Later |
understand that that business al so noved, so just
-- just a ness.

Q But just to be clear, are you saying that

-- well, did Gving Tree get a conditional nedical
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cannabi s |icense?

A Yes. Gving Tree got a conditional
cannabis |icense, yes, sir.

Q Does it still hold that conditional
cannabi s |icense?

A Gving Tree still holds that conditional
cannabi s |icense, yes.

Q And has Gven Tree received any
enforcenent action, has it |like received a sunmary
cl osure or cease and desist?

A  No -- no, none of that. As -- to answer
your question, yes, it was a voluntary cl osure
because the -- as | said, because the city rules
did not allowwithin to 400 feet from another
establishnment, and it was chicken or the egg who
applied first here in this situation.

Q | don't knowif you know this anynore, is

-- are they still looking to open up, or they just

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Wiitl ey, where
are we going with this now? It's --

MR. VWHI TLEY: That's ny final question,
Chairman. | was just trying to establish -- since
G ving Tree got brought up, | was just trying to

under st and whether G ving Tree was conpliant or not.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | don't know where

we're going. | don't know why that's rel evant here.

| understand that you -- it's out there, you want

to clarify the record, but we don't need to ask 20
questions, sir, cause | don't -- it's not rel evant
for this hearing. | was just giving sone |eeway
for the parties, but | think that we have heard
enough regarding that.

Any ot her questions you wish to ask, sir?

MR. VWH TLEY: No, M. Chairnan.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Rragami, thank

you very much for your testinony today.

MR. RRAGAM : Thank you, M. Anderson, M.

Wiitl ey, and M xon.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Witley, do
you have any other w tnesses you wsh to call?

MR VWH TLEY: No, Chairman.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Do you rest?

MR. WHI TLEY: | rest, yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Fine.
All right. M. Mxon, you don't -- you wish to

just -- you don't wish to call any w tnesses today,

sir? W do have sone tine if you wanted or we coul d,

when we reconvene, then we can just have your entire

case.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR M XON: |f possible, protestant woul d
ask that it presents its entire case in chief at
t he next avail abl e hearing date.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So how
many w tnesses do you have?

MR. M XON: Three, maybe four.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Four. W -- |
haven't been given a date as yet by our l|legal office,
but we were tentatively thinking about next week.

But there is another protest hearing so |'m not
sure if that's -- let me ask you a question. Wuld
the parties be available on the 8th if Cctober 8th
-- this will be tentative. Wuld -- are the parties
avai | abl e Cct ober 8th?

MR. VWHI TLEY: No, M. Chairnman.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay, fine. Al
right. So we wll -- our legal office will provide
-- wll work with the parties to find a date.
Hopefully, it's a Wednesday. If not -- if we --

i f you' re unable to find a Wednesday within a short
period of tinme -- because by |law, we're supposed
to issue a decision -- because it's a new |icense
-- within a short -- within 75 days. Well, that's
-- wWithin a period of tine. But we will work with

the parties to try to reschedule -- reschedule this
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matter as soon as possible. Hold on. Al right.
So as | -- we were trying to do Cctober 8th but
since you're not available, we wll try to | ook at
the schedule to see -- and we're -- so it won't be
October 8th. The Board is on recess the follow ng
week, so the earliest -- and | don't know what our
-- what the cal endar |ooks |ike because as said,
the Board's going to be in recess October 8th, so
the earliest that this matter can be reconvened is
the 22nd. And | don't know if that's an avail able
date, but | just want to put that out to the parties.
But the legal office will connect wwth the parties
and find a mutual date that we can have the four
W t nesses testify.

Okay. Thank you for your presentation
today. As | said, the legal office will get back
to you and we'll continue this hearing for a
di fferent date.

| apol ogize to the parties. | nmean we
started | ate because our norning cal endar stretched
towards the afternoon and because -- not because
of the CGovernnent shutdown but because of sone ot her
-- today is the first day of the fiscal year, so
we had -- we have sone other issues. That's why

there was a hard stop for our hearing today.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N NN NN P P P R R PR R PR R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N PP O

104

kay. So | want to thank the parties again
for their presentation, and we will see you when
the hearing has -- at the date to reconvene this
hearing. Okay. Wth that said, |let ne now cl ose
-- let me adjourn for the day. So the parties can
sign off if you want to. Just the Board Menbers
can stay so we can get sone dates for us to adjourn.

As Chai rperson of the Al coholic Beverage
and Cannabis Board for the District of Colunbia and
in accordance with Title 3, Chapter 405, Ofice of
Open CGovernment, | nove that the ABC Board hold a
cl osed neeting on Cctober 8th for the purpose of
di scussi ng and hearing reports concerni ng ongoi ng
or planned investigations of alleged crimnal or
civil msconduct or violations of |aw or regul ations
and seeking | egal advice fromour |egal counsel on
the Board's investigative agenda, |egal agenda, and
| i censi ng agenda for Cctober 8th as published in
the DC Register on Cctober 3rd. |s there a second?

MEMBER GRANT: Menber Gant. | second
t he notion

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Grant has
second the motion. We'Ill now have a roll call vote.

M. Gant?
MEMBER GRANT: M. Gant. | agree.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ms. Qui nn.

M5. QU NN: (No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Meadows?

MEMBER MEADOWS: M. Meadows. | agree.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Jones?

MEMBER JONES: (No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And M. Anderson.

| agree. As the notion has passed 5-0, | hereby
give notice that the ABC Board will hold this cl osed
meeting pursuant to Open Meetings Act. Notice will
al so be posted on the ABC Board Hearing Room Bul Il etin
Board, placed on el ectronic cal endar and ABCA's
website and published in the DC Register in as tinely
a manner as practical.

W' re now adjourned for the day. | would
like to thank the nmenbers of the public who
participated in our hearings today and al so |
especially thank our Board Menbers for their
attention and participation in our hearings today.

We're now adjourned. | ask all Board Menbers to
return to executive session

(Whereupon, at 4:58 p.m, the

above-entitl ed proceedi ngs were adjourned.)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that 1| am neither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.
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Manny Si skind
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