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MEETI NG
IN THE MATTER OF:
Proper Exotic, LLC,
t/a Proper Exotic :
313 8th Street, NE . Protest (Status)
Retailer MC - ANC 6A . Heari ng

Li cense No. 128697
Case #25-PRO- 00080

(Application for a New
Li cense)

Wednesday
Sept enmber 17, 2025

The Al coholic Beverage and Cannabi s Board
met via WebEx vi deoconf erence, Chairperson Donovan
W Ander son presiding.

PRESENT:

DONOVAN W ANDERSON, Chai r person
SI LAS GRANT, JR. , Menber

RYAN JONES, Menber

DAVI D MEADOWS, Menber

TERI JANI NE QUI NN, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:
JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA St aff

MEREDI TH KI NNER, Applicant's Counsel
M KE VELASQUEZ, ANC 6A
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
12: 47 p. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, the
next case on our cal endar is Case Nunber
25- PRO- 00080, Proper Exotic, License Nunber 128697.

M. Oellana, can you please elevate the
parties in this case?

MR. ORELLANA: Meredith Kinner, your
access has been elevated. W have a couple call-in
users that may be related to this case. |'m going
to have themwait just to see.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay, pl ease.

And, the only person that we're actually | ooking
for is the ANC. So whoever is there, we're only
| ooking for the ANC for this establishnent.

MR. VELASQUEZ: Hi, sir, Mke Vel asquez,
ANC 6A agai n.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And, this is,
okay, this is ANC 6A, okay, that's fine. Al right,
okay, so Ms. -- sir, can you nute your line, sir?

| don't know, it appears you're in a public
place. | can hear all the noise in the background,
so | need you to nmute your line and only is the
caller, are you still here?

MR. VELASQUEZ: Yes, sir, and | did nute
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nmysel f.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay, | just, no
because | can hear all the noise in the background
because you're not, it appears that you're in a
public place so | can hear all the noise in the
background, sir.

Al right, so Ms. Kinner, can you pl ease
identity, spell and state your nanme for the record,
pl ease and who do you represent?

M5. KINNER  Good norning, Meredith
Ki nner on behalf of the applicant. MERE-DI1-T-H
K-1-N-N-E-R

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And, the ANC, sir?

| forgot | didn't get your nanme. Can you pl ease
spell and state your nane for the record by
i dentifying yourself, sir?

MR VELASQUEZ: Yes, sir. Conm ssioner
M ke, MI-K-E, Velasquez, V like Victor
E-L-A-S-Q U E-Z representi ng ANC 6A.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Good norning, sir.

Al right, Ms. Kinner --

MR, VELASQUEZ: (Good norni ng.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: -- are there any
prelimnary matters that you'll need to bring to

t he Board?
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M5. KINNER  Yes, and | don't know t hat
it would be appropriate to address this now. W
do have a nedi ati on schedul ed for Friday.

But | believe that the protestants, and
all of the protests in this instance, nerely cite
vehi cul ar/ pedestrian safety as the grounds for
their protest w thout providing any additional
I nformati on about specific issues, matters, or
I nci dents that support those grounds.

And so, if it's appropriate to nove now,
we woul d nove to dismss the protest based on that.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, | know at the
roll call hearing, there were, the daycare was
dismssed. And, | think let's see who el se was
left.

M5. KINNER | believe it's just the two
ANCs and M. Andre Byers, who is the abutting
property owner.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Well, | think the
abutting property owner was dism ssed at the roll
call, and so just |eaving the ANC

| would ask that you -- hold on.

M5. KINNER  So ny understanding is that
the across the street was dism ssed, and that M.

Byers --
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ri ght .

M5. KINNER -- is still an active
pr ot est ant .

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  No, no. The only,
It's ny understanding that the only protestant is
the, I"'msorry, who is the person who just identified
t hensel ves? 1Is that?

MR VELASQUEZ: This ANC 6A.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Is that M. Byers?

No, yes, | apologize. Gve ne your nane again,

sir?

MR, VELASQUEZ: M ke Vel asquez.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, so it's the
only active protestant in this case are, is ANC 6A.
The ot her protestants were di sm ssed.

M5. KINNER  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  We're going to
I ssue a Board order. M. Kinner, if you believe
that the ANC did not neet the standard for a protest,
you can file a notion --

MS. KINNER  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: -- and we will, so
you can file a notion and we will reviewit.

We'l|l give the ANC an opportunity to

respond, and then we'll nake a deci sion once that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

I's done, okay?

M5. KINNER  Ckay, wonderful, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. This
matter if it's not settled, we'll have a protest
hearing on October 8 at 1:30 p. m

Any qguestions?

M5. KINNER  No, Chairnman.

MR VELASQUEZ: No, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Do | need to review
the instructions, or are the parties famliar wth
the instructions for a protest hearing?

M5. KINNER No need for the applicant.

MR, VELASQUEZ: No, sir, you don't need
to review the instructions. Like the previous
case, we didn't receive anything from ABC and we'l|l
be contacting |egal.

But | would like to note for the record,
and it has nothing to do with the nerits in this
case right now, that we've been having nunerous
I ssues getting proper service from ABCA.

And | just want that for the record.
Sonmebody needs to address that, and |I'm hopi ng that
this Board can do that.

| "' m happy to correspond separately. It's

outside the nerits of this particular case, but it
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has affected our ability to participate in this
case, and I'msure others are affected, too.

Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Let ne see
sonething. | know that you're -- hold on.

(Pause.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: What | woul d ask
that you do, sir, is send an email to our director,
M. Fred Mosally, and put whatever the concern that
you have in witing.

Just send it to the attention of the
di rector, and that can, he will respond to your
gquery, okay?

MR, VELASQUEZ: Yes, sir, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Ckay,
and before, | just want to nake sure that before
| conclude this case.

It's ny, a review of the notes that were
given to ne, that the ANC was the only, | thought
was the only protestant but | need to nake sure.

MR, VELASQUEZ: M understandi ng was ANC
6A was al so granted standi ng as a adjacent ANC, per
D.C. |aw.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  |s there, is ANC

6A on the call?
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MR. VELASQUEZ: That would be ANC 6B, sir,
and I don't think he's on the call right now \Well,
|"mnot sure. | don't see himon the screen. |'I|
| eave it at that.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al l right, ANC 6B
all right.

MR, VELASQUEZ: 6C, 6C Charlie.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You said 6C?

MR, VELASQUEZ: Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. |1
don't see ANC 6C as in Charlie. Since ANC 6C as
in -- let nme make sure that |'m | ooking to see that
this, two ANCs were granted standing so | guess it's
6A and 6Cif I'mreading ny notes correctly.

ANC 6C did not appear at this hearing
today. And, it is mandatory that the parties, that
they have to appear in order for themto maintain
st andi ng.

It is mandatory for the parties to appear
at the roll call and also at the protest status
hearing, which this is.

Since -- hold on a m nute because |'m
trying to, all right.

(Pause.)

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ms. Ki nner, when
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you guys had the second roll call hearing, who was
at that hearing?

M5. KINNER So Ms. Kritschgau, who is,
was representing, was there as the representative
for the condo that's, it is directly across the
street.

But she was there as a representative of
the entire condo board. So, she was the only person
at that second roll call that we had.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right, okay.

So, all right, so the abutting property owner who
was, all right.

|s there, is she here today? |s she?

MR, ORELLANA: There is one call-in user
that | can el evate.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, pl ease
el evate. Let ne find out who that is.

MR VELASQUEZ: M. Chairman, M ke
Vel asquez here. [|'ll just note that the notice from
Ms. Goodwi n on the hearing for today, went out for
Ms. Kinner and to ne at ANC 6C, but ANC, excuse ne,
ANC 6A.

But ANC 6B was not noticed in that noti ce,
So it's possible that's why they're not here.

MS5. KINNER. That is correct.
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MR VELASQUEZ: And that m ght be an error
on the part of that. |It's up to you.

M5. KINNER  That is correct what M.

Vel asquez just said.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right.

M5. KINNER | believe M. Byers, |
bel i eve M. Byers, the adjacent property owner, was
granted standi ng and he was al so not on that notice.

But the, directly across the street was
not granted standing. M. Kritschgau.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right, all
right.

MR VELASQUEZ: And, that's an exanpl e of
the type of concerns that | have, which I'll take
up with M. Mosally per your recomendation, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, thank

you. Al right, I am I'mnot going to dismss then
with that recommendation, |'mnot going to dismss
ANC 6B, and neither will | dism ss the abutting

property owner, who is not on the, the abutting
property owner who are not here today.

|"mgoing to ask our legal office to find
out, get sone clarification fromthose two
I ndi vi dual s why they were not here today.

If they were, it notice was provided to
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11

them and they failed to appear, then they wll be
di sm ssed.

| f notice was not provided to themand if
that was a reason why they failed to appear today,
then they will remain parties in this litigation,
okay?

So, and we will, I know we're going to send
an order out regarding the dism ssed parties, but
we will address those issues also in the order that
goes out, okay?

| want to thank both parties for bringing
that to, bringing that clarification to the
attention of the Board.

And, M. Vel asquez, |, please reach out
to our director and you can point out to himthe
deficiencies that you are aware of, and he wl|
address those deficiencies, okay? Al right.

MR. VELASQUEZ: |'msorry, sir, ny audio
just went out and let nme try and get it back.
apol ogi ze.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  No, | stated that
-- are you still there?

(No audi bl e response.)

(Pause.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And that's one of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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12
the reasons why | always require the folks to be

on canmera, so | wll know whether or not they are
here or not, but.

MR, VELASQUEZ: |I'msorry, sir, ny audio
went out and | couldn't hear you, and |I'm back now.

| apol ogi ze.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right, as |
stated, M. Vel asquez, you can send an enmail to our
director to address the deficiencies that you
ment i oned today.

And as | stated earlier, I'mnot going to
di sm ss the abutting property owner, and neither
will I dismss ANC 6C because |'m not aware, |'m
not sure if proper notice was provided to them
regardi ng this hearing.

| f notice was not provided to them
regarding this hearing today, they wll, if notice
was not provided to themregarding this hearing,
they will remain parties to this litigation.

| f notice was provided to them and t hey
failed to appear, then they will be dism ssed from
this litigation based on their failure to appear.

But all of these issues wll be addressed
in the Board order that the Board wll draft

di sm ssing the other two parties, okay?
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13

MR VELASQUEZ: Yes, sir, thank you.

And, I'd also |like to acknowl edge Ms. Kinner for
her cooperation in this.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, and |I'm
glad to hear that and thank you for your
representation. And since you have nedi ation
schedul ed for Friday, we'll knowif this matter can
be settl ed.

But anyway, good luck with your nediation
and if this matter is not settled, then | wll see
you at the hearing, okay?

Thank you very nuch then.

M5. KINNER  Thank you, have a good day.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Have a great day.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 1:01 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that 1| am neither counsel for, related to, nor
enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.

Heae [ s

Chri stian Johnson
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