
· · · · · · · · · · DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
· · · · · · · · · · · · · + + + + +
· · · · · ·ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE AND CANNABIS BOARD
· · · · · · · · · · · · · + + + + +
· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·MEETING

· 
· · ·-------------------------=
· · ·IN THE MATTER OF:· · · · :
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · :
· · ·Southeast Restaurant· · ·:
· · ·Group, LLC,· · · · · · · :
· · ·t/a DCity Smoke House· · :
· · ·203 Florida Avenue, NW· ·: Show Cause (Status)
· · ·Retailer Caterer - ANC 5E: Hearing
· · ·License No. 118390· · · ·:
· · ·Case #25-CMP-00052· · · ·:
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · :
· · ·(Failed to Provide Food  :
· · ·at an Event, No ABC· · · :
· · ·Manager on Duty)· · · · ·:
· · ·-------------------------=
· 
· · · · · · · ·Wednesday
· · · · · · · ·September 17, 2025

· 
· · · · · · · ·The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Board
· · ·met via WebEx videoconference, Chairperson Donovan
· · ·W. Anderson presiding.
· 

· · ·PRESENT:

· · ·DONOVAN W. ANDERSON, Chairperson
· · ·SILAS GRANT, JR., Member
· · ·RYAN JONES, Member
· · ·DAVID MEADOWS, Member
· · ·TERI JANINE QUINN, Member

· 
· · ·ALSO PRESENT:
· 
· · ·JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA Staff
· · ·MELVIN HINES, Licensee
· · ·CHRISTOPHER SOUTHCOTT, DC OAG
· 

· 
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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1:21 p.m.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· The next case on

·4· ·our calendar is Case Number 25-CMP-00052, DCity

·5· ·Smoke House, License Number 118390.

·6· · · · · · ·Mr. Orellana, can you please elevate the

·7· ·licensee in this case?

·8· · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· Sure thing.· Melvin Hines,

·9· ·access elevated.· That is all Chair.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you.· Mr.

11· ·Hines, do you have a camera you can turn on, sir?

12· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· Hello, can you hear me?

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· I can hear you,

14· ·sir, but I can't see you.· All right, okay, that's

15· ·fine.

16· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· Okay.

17· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Southcott, can

18· ·you please spell and state your name for the record?

19· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· My name is Melvin Hines,

20· ·M-E-L-V-I-N H-I-N-E-S.

21· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And, who do you

22· ·represent, sir?

23· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· Oh, I represent Southeast

24· ·Restaurant Group.· I am the owner of Southeast

25· ·Restaurant Group.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Southcott, can

·2· ·you please spell and state your, identify yourself

·3· ·for the record, please?

·4· · · · · · ·MR. SOUTHCOTT:· Sure.· My name is Chris

·5· ·Southcott, first name C-H-R-I-S, last name

·6· ·S-O-U-T-H-C-O-T-T, from D.C.'s Office of the

·7· ·Attorney General, representing the District.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Good morning, sir.

·9· · Are there any preliminary matters in this case?

10· · · · · · ·MR. SOUTHCOTT:· Nothing from the

11· ·District.

12· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· None on my side.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, thank

14· ·you, sir.· So then this matter is then scheduled

15· ·for a show cause hearing on October 1, at 1:30 p.m.

16· · · · · · ·Just want to remind the parties that seven

17· ·days before the hearing, you are required to

18· ·disclose documents and witnesses that you will reply

19· ·upon at the hearing.

20· · · · · · ·Failure by either side to disclose

21· ·documents and witnesses seven days before the

22· ·hearing, the Board is empowered to prevent that side

23· ·from relying on documents and all witnesses that

24· ·have not been disclosed.

25· · · · · · ·Any issues -- any questions?
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· I do, I have some questions.

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Yes, sir?

·3· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· Just last night or yesterday

·4· ·afternoon, I received an offer and compromise that

·5· ·I indicated that I would accept.

·6· · · · · · ·So, I'm wondering number one is the October

·7· ·1 hearing necessary?· And if so, I do have a conflict

·8· ·so I need to --

·9· · · · · · ·(Simultaneous speaking.)

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Well, there are

11· ·two things, there are two things going on.· Is this

12· ·you case, Mr. Southcott?

13· · · · · · ·MR. SOUTHCOTT:· No, no, but I can, I know

14· ·that an offer and compromise is being worked on by

15· ·my, by my colleague, and she is probably preparing

16· ·the documents.

17· · · · · · ·So she will send out an offer and

18· ·compromise for your signature, Mr. Hines, shortly.

19· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· No, but I could cut

20· ·this short if you know what the offer and compromise

21· ·is, you could put it on the record.· Mr. Hines said

22· ·that he would accept it and then this case would

23· ·go away.

24· · · · · · ·MR. SOUTHCOTT:· Sure, I can put the OAC

25· ·on the record.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Then you can put

·2· ·it on the record, sir.

·3· · · · · · ·MR. SOUTHCOTT:· Sorry?

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Yes, you can put

·5· ·it on the record.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. SOUTHCOTT:· Great.· So, there are two

·7· ·charges.· The first charge is for allowing the sale

·8· ·and consumption -- sale, service and consumption

·9· ·of alcoholic beverages without prepared food, in

10· ·violation of DC Code Section 25-113(i)(1a), and 23

11· ·DCMR Section 2000.1, treated as a first primarily

12· ·tier violation.

13· · · · · · ·The fine is, for that charge is $1,000.00

14· ·payable within 30 days and the license shall be

15· ·suspended indefinitely until the fine is paid.

16· · · · · · ·The second charge is a no ABC manager

17· ·charge in violation of 23 DCMR Section 2005.· That

18· ·will be treated as a second, secondary tier

19· ·violation within 2 years.

20· · · · · · ·The fine for that charge is a $500.00 fine

21· ·payable within 30 days, and the license shall be

22· ·suspended indefinitely until the fine is paid.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, fine.

24· · So, in this case there are two charges.· The first

25· ·charge there is a $1,000.00 fine payable within 30
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·1· ·days.· If the find has not been paid, is not payable

·2· ·in 30 days, the license will be suspended

·3· ·indefinitely until the find has been paid.

·4· · · · · · ·The second charge is that no ABC manager

·5· ·and there is a fine of $500.00.· If this fine has

·6· ·not been paid in 30 days, the licenses will be

·7· ·suspended indefinite until the fine has been paid.

·8· · · · · · ·Mr. Hines, you have stated that this is

·9· ·the offer and compromise that was provided to you,

10· ·that you are accepting.

11· · · · · · ·Is that correct, sir?

12· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· Yes.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right with

14· ·that said, I make a motion that the offer and

15· ·compromise be accepted.· Is there a second?

16· · · · · · ·(No audible response.)

17· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Ms. Quinn has

18· ·second the motion.· We'll have a roll call vote.

19· · · · · · ·Mr. Grant?

20· · · · · · ·MEMBER GRANT:· Mr. Grant, I agree.

21· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Ms. Quinn?

22· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· Ms. Quinn, I agree.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Meadows?

24· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Mr. Meadows, I agree.

25· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Jones?
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·1· · · · · · ·MEMBER JONES:· Mr. Jones, I agree.

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And Mr. Anderson,

·3· ·I agree.· The matter passes 5:0.

·4· · · · · · ·So with the offer and compromise, the Board

·5· ·has accepted the offer and compromise.· We'll issue

·6· ·a Board order and so you'll have 30 days from today

·7· ·to make the payment.

·8· · · · · · ·And so therefore, there is no need for us

·9· ·to have a hearing in October, all right?

10· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· Yes, sir.

11· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you.

12· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· Thank you.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, have a

14· ·good day.

15· · · · · · ·MR. HINES:· Thank you.

16· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

17· ·went off the record at 1:27 p.m.)
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·1· · · · · · · · · C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

·4· ·my direction; further, that said transcript is a

·5· ·true and accurate record of the proceedings; and

·6· ·that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor

·7· ·employed by any of the parties to this action in

·8· ·which this matter was taken; and further that I am

·9· ·not a relative nor an employee of any of the parties

10· ·nor counsel employed by the parties, and I am not

11· ·financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

12· ·of the action.
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18· ·_______________________

19· ·Christian Johnson
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