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                DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                      + + + + +
        ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE AND CANNABIS BOARD
                      + + + + +
                       MEETING

-------------------------=
IN THE MATTER OF:        :
                         :
Holistic Remedies, LLC   :
t/a Holistic Remedies    :
2046 West Virginia Ave NE: Fact Finding
ANC 5D                   : Hearing
License No. 117369       :
                         :
(Safekeeping Status and  :
Transfer Application)    :
-------------------------=

                      Thursday
                    July 20, 2023

            The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis
Board met via WebEx videoconference, Chairperson
Donovan W. Anderson presiding.

PRESENT:

DONOVAN W. ANDERSON, Chairperson
BOBBY CATO, JR., Member
EDWARD S. GRANDIS, Member
JENI HANSEN, Member
JAMES SHORT, JR., Member

ALSO PRESENT:

JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA Staff
CLAUDE BAILEY, Licensee Counsel)
JOSH GENDERSON  Licensee
RICK GENDERSON  Licensee
TAMMY NGUYEN, Licensee
JASON PERU, DC ABCA Investigator
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1                 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                           11:24 a.m.

3             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  The next case

4 on our calendar is that we have another contested

5 Fact-Finding Hearing regarding Organic Remedies,

6 License No. 117369.  Now, I would like the

7 parties to introduce themselves for the record

8 starting with you, Mr. Bailey.

9             MR. BAILEY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

10 I'm Claude Bailey.  I represent Holistic Remedies

11 in this matter.  With me this morning are my --

12 representing the principles of Holistic Remedies

13 Josh Genderson, Rick Genderson, and Tammy Nguyen. 

14 We are here today to respond to the Fact-Finding

15 Hearing.

16             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  All right.  So

17 it's Holistic Remedies.

18             MR. BAILEY:  Yes, Holistic Remedies. 

19 That is correct.

20             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Holistic

21 Remedies is the case that we are hearing.  Let me

22 have the parties.  Mr. Josh Genderson, can you

23 please identify yourself for the record, please.

24             JOSH GENDERSON:  Yes.  Josh Genderson

25 affiliated with Holistic Remedies.           
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1             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  And Mr. Rick

2 Genderson, can you please identify yourself for

3 the record, please.

4             RICK GENDERSON:  Rick Genderson with

5 Holistic Remedies.

6             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  And Ms. Nguyen,

7 can you please identify yourself for the record,

8 please.

9             MS. NGUYEN:  -- N-G-U-Y-E-N of

10 Holistic Remedies.

11             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Good morning,

12 everyone.  All right.  Okay.  So regarding

13 Holistic Remedies, I believe that -- let me check

14 my notes.  All right.  

15             It's my understanding that in this

16 case ABCA's records showed that a fire occurred

17 in January of 2019 that required the closure of

18 the premises before ABCA took over the program

19 for the Department of Health. 

20             ABCA does note that the licensee had

21 been approved for a license before obtaining a

22 Certificate of Occupancy pursuant to Section

23 5302.3.  

24             Nevertheless, there is no evidence

25 that the license holder has taken any meaningful
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1 action to reopen the business, such as obtain

2 necessary permits like construction permits,

3 insufficient work on the property that otherwise

4 intends to reopen in the near future.

5             It's my understanding that based on

6 the fire, over a year ago we approved this

7 facility to be moved to 2046 West Virginia

8 Avenue.  Holistic Remedies, where are you in the

9 move to this location?

10             JOSH GENDERSON:  I can begin.  Josh

11 Genderson.

12             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Let me swear

13 you in, sir.

14             JOSH GENDERSON:  Sure.

15             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Do you swear or

16 affirm to say nothing but the truth?

17             JOSH GENDERSON:  I do.

18             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Go ahead, sir.

19             JOSH GENDERSON:  So, as discussed

20 before, the idea was to move, you know, with the

21 expanded time after the beginning of the program

22 under the Department of Health.  You know, it

23 made sense for us to move one of the licenses to

24 a different building to have more canopy for the

25 program.  
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1             However, after, I guess, you know, two

2 years plus, you know, as you mentioned before,

3 capital is tight.  You know, with the current

4 state of the program it's been very -- it's been

5 a heavy lift for us to fund that project so, you

6 know, that one.

7             I believe Ms. Ware had communications

8 with somebody about potentially turning in the

9 Holistic Remedies license tied to West Virginia

10 Avenue and us focusing on organic and putting our

11 money and time there to make sure it's complete.

12             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Well, it's in

13 what we call a 405.1 status so if that's the

14 case, if you are not going to pursue that

15 license, that's an easy process for the Agency to

16 administratively cancel that license.  

17             A license in 405.1 status is a

18 different status in the sense that we can cancel

19 that license as quickly as possible.  Any other

20 representation you need to make regarding

21 Holistic Remedies?

22             JOSH GENDERSON:  No, not for me.  Not

23 for me.  I think the thought is, you know, to

24 your point we'd rather see as many people get

25 going as possible.  I don't think we can be as
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1 certain on timing there.

2             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. 

3 Well, you have made the representation that you

4 are no longer going to pursue that license on the

5 record.  The Agency will take appropriate action

6 regarding that license.

7             Yes, Mr. Peru.

8             MR. PERU:  I just wanted to make

9 reference to that address.  Are you guys no

10 longer in a lease agreement with the owner?

11             JOSH GENDERSON:  We currently are and

12 that's why, you know, I was going to ask Mr.

13 Bailey, you know, and the Chairman if we can just

14 send a letter within the next week or so just

15 confirming everything?

16             MR. PERU:  I'm only asking because of

17 the, you know, the availability of locations in

18 the city to put cultivation centers at.  That

19 might be a very sought-after space and that's why

20 I've asked that.  How many square feet is that

21 location?

22             JOSH GENDERSON:  It's about 25,000

23 plus.

24             MR. PERU:  Yeah, I've been inside one

25 time when it was an illegal party back in the
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1 day.  

2             JOSH GENDERSON:  We would be happy to

3 facilitate intros and, again, that was the goal.

4             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  I'll ask Mr.

5 Bailey then to provide -- I think that Mr.

6 Genderson has said that Ms. Ware might have

7 communicated with the Agency.  Since we have a

8 hearing today, I'm asking Mr. Bailey within 15

9 days to provide us with what Holistic Remedies

10 would like to do regarding the license.

11             MR. BAILEY:  Okay.  We'll be happy to

12 do that, Mr. Chairman.

13             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Okay.  All

14 right.  Any other questions by any other parties

15 before I bring this hearing to closure?

16             JOSH GENDERSON:  Thank you.

17             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  I'm sorry. 

18 This is my first time meeting the owners of

19 potential -- or licensees, at least this license,

20 so it's good to meet you.  I hope that at least

21 you will be able to continue working together in

22 making sure that the cannabis industry in D.C.

23 will be one of the finest in the nation.  

24             I am depending on you, the licensees,

25 to ensure that within the confine that we have,
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1 as you are aware, some of the confines that we

2 have in the sense of what can or cannot be done,

3 that you work with us to make sure we have one of

4 the finest industries in the country.  All right?

5             JOSH GENDERSON:  You're talking to a

6 third and fourth generation Washingtonians and my

7 kids are fifth generation so we are also

8 dedicated and really do care about the city and

9 grower.

10             CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. 

11 Thank you every much.

12             MR. BAILEY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

13 Thank you to all the Board members.

14             RICK GENDERSON:  We appreciate your

15 help.

16       (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went

17 off the record at 11:32 a.m.)

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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