DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE AND CANNABIS BOARD
+ + + + +

MEETING
IN THE MATTER OF:
Sohal, Inc.,
t/a Glassey :
1625 1st Street NW : Show Cause

Retailer CR - ANC 5E : Hearing (Status)
License No. 117346 :
Case #23-CMP-00039

(Failed to Obtain

a Summer Garden :
Endorsement, Cover Charge:
Without Endorsement) :

Wednesday
July 19, 2023

The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis
Board met via WebEx videoconference, Chairperson
Donovan W. Anderson presiding.

PRESENT:

DONOVAN W. ANDERSON, Chailrperson
BOBBY CATO, JR., Member

EDWARD S. GRANDIS, Member

JENI HANSEN, Member

JAMES SHORT, JR., Member

ALSO PRESENT:

JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA Staff
TAJ SOHAL, Licensee
COLLIN CENCI, Assistant Attorney General
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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
10:42 a.m.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: The next case
on our calendar i1s Case No. 23-CM-00039, Glassey,
License No. 117346.

Mr. Orellana, can you please elevate
the rights of the parties iIn this case.

MR. ORELLANA: Taj Sohal, your access
has been elevated.

That 1s all, Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Thank you.

MS. SOHAL: Good morning.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Good morning.
Do you have a camera you can turn on?

MS. SOHAL: Yes. One second. Hello?

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes. Good
morning.

MS. SOHAL: Good morning. How are you?

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: I™*m well, thank
you .

Mr. Cenci, can you please identify
yourself for the record?

MR. CENCI: Yes, sir. Collin Cenci,
C-0-L-L-1-N C-E-N-C-1, Assistant Attorney

General, Office of the Attorney General for the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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District of Columbia on behalf of the District
today.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Good morning.

Ms. Sohal, can you please i1dentify
yourself for the record?

MS. SOHAL: Taj Sohal.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Spell your
name, please, ma"am.

MS. SOHAL: T-A-J S-0-H-A-L.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Thank you,
ma“am. We have a court reporter so | just wanted
to make sure they are able to spell your name
properly.

Mr. Cenci, are there any preliminary
matters in this case, please?

MR. CENCI: Not from the Government.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Any preliminary
matters, ma"am? Basically do you have anything
not substantive, just preliminary?

MS. SOHAL: No.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. Then
this matter i1s scheduled for a Show Cause Hearing
on August 16th at 10:30 a.m. What this means 1is
that seven days before the hearing, ma®"am, both

parties are required to exchange documents and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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witnesses that they are relying on for the
hearing.

Therefore, based on this case i1f you
have a defense and you have witnesses who are
going to testify, or documents that you are going
to rely on at the hearing, those documents must
be exchanged with the Government.

Whose case i1s this, Mr. Cenci?

MR. CENCI: This is Mr. Seller®s case.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Mr. who?

MR. CENCI: Mr. Seller®"s case.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Mr. Seller, who
Is the Assistant Attorney General who is assigned
to this case, they will send you their documents
that they are relying on at the hearing.

You also need to send them a copy of
the documents you are relying on for the hearing
seven days before the hearing. You also need to

send a copy of it to ABRA Legal. Any questions,

ma®am?
MS. SOHAL: That will all be via email?
CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes, ma"am.
MS. SOHAL: And then that is basically
when 1 get the chance to -- like they send me
what they are -- like what 1 received previously

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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which i1s like the proof of, I guess, the
accusation and then, in my case, I"m trying to
contest i1t with like the evidence that | have?

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes. So you
need to make sure that you exchange those
documents seven days before August 16th.

MS. SOHAL: All right.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Seven days
before, so you count back what is seven days from
August 16th and seven days from August 16th i1s no
later than August 9th.

MS. SOHAL: But I can do i1t before
August 9th. Yes?

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: You can do it
at any point. You can do i1t today as long as
It"s done before seven days.

MS. SOHAL: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: You can do it
today but as long as i1t"s done at least seven
days before that you exchange those documents.
Then on August 16th we will have a hearing where
the Government will put its -- the Government
will go first because they have the burden of
proving that you are -- you committed the

violation.
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Once the Government presents its case,
then you will have an opportunity to rebut that
by having your documents and witnesses to state
why i1s i1t that you didn"t commit the violation.

MS. SOHAL: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: The Board will
take the matter under advisement, and then we"ll
iIssue a decision within 90 days after the
hearing.

MS. SOHAL: Okay.-

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: But if the
parties decide to settle this matter prior, the
parties can settle this matter through paperwork
Iin the sense that they send you a settlement
offer and you sign i1t and the Board will just
sign that on our legal calendar. That is just
the process. Any questions before I close this
case, ma“am?

MS. SOHAL: No, that"s all.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right. 1IFf
this matter is not settled, I will see you on
August 16th at 10:30 a.m. Have a great day.

MS. SOHAL: Thank you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 10:48 a.m.)
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CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

In the matter of: Glassey

Before: DC ABCA

Date: (07-19-23

Place: teleconference

was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a

true and accurate complete record of the

proceedings.
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