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· · · · · · · · · ·DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
· · · · · · · · · · · · + + + + +
· · · · · ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE AND CANNABIS BOARD
· · · · · · · · · · · · + + + + +
· · · · · · · · · · · · ·MEETING

· 
· · ·-------------------------=
· · ·IN THE MATTER OF:· · · · :
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · :
· · ·Brooklyn on U, LLC· · · ·:
· · ·t/a Tipsy Lounge and· · ·:
· · ·Restaurant 1· · · · · · ·:
· · ·1212 U Street NW· · · · ·: Show Cause
· · ·Retailer CR - ANC 1B· · ·: Hearing
· · ·License No. 111411· · · ·:
· · ·Case #25-CIT-00581· · · ·:
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · :
· · ·(Failed to File· · · · · :
· · ·Quarterly Statement)· · ·:
· · ·-------------------------=

· · · · · · · · · · · · Wednesday
· · · · · · · · · · · June 24, 2026
· 

· · · · · · · · ·The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis
· · ·Board met via WebEx videoconference, Chairperson
· · ·Donovan W. Anderson presiding.

· 
· · ·PRESENT:
· 
· · ·DONOVAN W. ANDERSON, Chairperson
· · ·SILAS GRANT, JR., Member
· · ·DAVID MEADOWS, Member
· · ·JAMES TURNER, Member

· 
· · ·ALSO PRESENT:
· 
· · ·COLLIN CENCI, DC OAG
· · ·BRIANNA GRAHAM, Witness
· · ·JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA Staff
· 

· 
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·1· · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·11:40 a.m.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· The next case

·4· ·on our calendar is Case Number 25-CIT-00581,

·5· ·Tipsy Lounge and Restaurant 1, License Number

·6· ·111411.· Mr. Orellana, can you please elevate the

·7· ·rights of the parties in this case?

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· Sure thing.· Brianna

·9· ·Graham, access elevated and Collin Cenci, access

10· ·elevated and that appears to be all.

11· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· I’ll check in the

13· ·chat.

14· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Cenci,

15· ·good morning.· Are you expecting the licensee to

16· ·show up today, sir?

17· · · · · · · ·MR. CENCI:· I have not heard from the

18· ·licensee at all, Mr. Chair.

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right,

20· ·thank you.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· That appears to be

22· ·all, Chairman.

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Okay, thank

24· ·you.· Can you please identify yourself for the

25· ·record, sir?
· · · · · · · · ·MR. CENCI:· Good morning, Mr. Chair.
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·1· ·Collin Cenci, C-O-L-L-I-N C-E-N-C-I, Assistant

·2· ·Attorney General of the Office of the Attorney

·3· ·General· ·for· ·the· ·District· ·of· ·Columbia,

·4· ·representing the District.

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Good morning,

·6· ·sir.· I see that the licensee is not here.· Are

·7· ·you prepared to move forward?

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. CENCI:· Yes, Mr. Chair, based on

·9· ·the licensee’s failure to appear, the District

10· ·would like to make a motion for this board to

11· ·find in favor of the District as a default

12· ·against the licensee.

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Just a minute,

14· ·let me say something.· Pursuant to D.C. Official

15· ·Code § 25-447(e), the board has the authority to

16· ·proceed ex parte, wherein the licensee waives the

17· ·hearing or fails to appear unless the hearing is

18· ·extended for good and sufficient cause.· The

19· ·board’s records reflect that the licensee was

20· ·properly served, seeing no licensee here today

21· ·and having no good and sufficient cause to extend

22· ·the hearing, the board will proceed with this

23· ·Show Cause Hearing.

24· · · · · · · ·Okay, what is it that the government

25· ·wishes to do?
· · · · · · · · ·MR. CENCI:· Yes, Mr. Chair, the
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·1· ·District would like to move this board to find

·2· ·the licensee in default and find in favor of the

·3· ·District at this time.· Based on my understanding

·4· ·of the case, Mr. Chair, the licensee likewise did

·5· ·not attend the (Telephonic interference.) hearing

·6· ·for this matter --

·7· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· I’m sorry,

·8· ·Mr. Cenci, you kind of broke up for a moment, so

·9· ·I need you to repeat.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. CENCI:· Yes.

11· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON· ANDERSON:· · You· said

12· ·licensee and the you broke up.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. CENCI:· The licensee did not
· · · · · · · · · · th
14· ·attend a May 20· , 2026 status hearing for this

15· ·matter.· I contacted the licensee by email to

16· ·provide Offer-in-Compromise terms.· The licensee

17· ·did not respond to my email.· The licensee has

18· ·not provided a witness and exhibit list for

19· ·today’s· case· and· did· not· respond· to· the

20· ·District’s filing of one for this case.

21· · · · · · · ·Based on the licensee’s failure to

22· ·engage with the case, the District asks that the

23· ·board find licensee in default at this time.

24· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· What ruling,

25· ·if any, are you asking the board to make?
· · · · · · · · ·MR. CENCI:· Yes, we would ask that
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·1· ·the· board· impose· the· top· range· of· penalty

·2· ·appropriate for the single charge in this matter.

·3· ·There is only a charge of a failure to file a

·4· ·quarterly statement at issue today.

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Any questions

·6· ·by any board members?· Hearing none, I make a

·7· ·motion that we grant the default motion against

·8· ·the licensee for failure to appear.· Is there a

·9· ·second?

10· · · · · · · ·MEMBER TURNER:· Mr. Turner, I second.

11

12· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Turner has

13· ·seconded the motion.· We’ll have a roll call

14· ·vote.· Mr. Grant?

15· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GRANT:· Mr. Grant, I agree.

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Meadows?

17· · · · · · · ·MEMBER· MEADOWS:· · Mr.· Meadows,  I

18· ·agree.

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Turner?

20· · · · · · · ·MEMBER TURNER:· Turner, agree.

21· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Anderson,

22· ·I agree, the matter passes 4-0 and the board will

23· ·grant the government’s motion to issue a default

24· ·judgment in this case.· I guess I should read the

25· ·ruling since we need to deliberate the penalty.
· · ·Give me one minute, please.

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· · · · · · · ·It· appears· that· Ms.· Graham,  I

·2· ·believe, it would seem she disappeared so that’s

·3· ·fine.· All right.

·4· · · · · · · ·As· Chairperson· of· the· Alcoholic

·5· ·Beverage and Cannabis Board for the District of

·6· ·Columbia in accordance with D.C. Official Code §

·7· ·2-575 of the Open Meetings Act, I move that the

·8· ·ABC Board hold a closed meeting for the purpose

·9· ·of seeking legal advice on Case Number 25-CIT-

10· ·00581, Tipsy Lounge and Restaurant 1, pursuant to

11· ·D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(4)(a) of the Open

12· ·Meetings Act, and deliberate upon Case Number 25-

13· ·CIT-00581, Tipsy Lounge and Restaurant 1, for the

14· ·reasons· cited· in· D.C.· Official· Code· §· 2-

15· ·575(b)(13) of· the Open Meetings Act.· Is there a

16· ·second?

17· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GRANT:· Mr. Grant, I second

18· ·the motion.

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Grant has

20· ·seconded the motion, I will now take a roll call

21· ·vote on the motion before us now that it has been

22· ·seconded.· Mr. Grant?

23· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GRANT:· Mr. Grant, I agree.

24· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Meadows?

25· · · · · · · ·MEMBER· MEADOWS:· · Mr.· Meadows,  I
· · ·agree.
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·1· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Turner?

·2· · · · · · · ·MEMBER TURNER:· Turner, agreed.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Anderson,

·4· ·I agree, the matter passes 4-0.· Thank you, sir,

·5· ·for being here today.· The board will take this

·6· ·matter under advisement and issue a decision

·7· ·within 90 days.· Have a great day.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR.· SOUTHCOTT:· · Thank· you,· Mr.

·9· ·Chairman, you as well.

10· · · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you.

11· · · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

12· ·went off the record at 11:46 a.m.)
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed

·4· ·under my direction; further, that said transcript

·5· ·is a true and accurate record of the proceedings;

·6· ·and that I am neither counsel for, related to,

·7· ·nor employed by any of the parties to this action

·8· ·in which this matter was taken; and further that

·9· ·I am not a relative nor an employee of any of the

10· ·parties nor counsel employed by the parties, and

11· ·I am not financially or otherwise interested in

12· ·the outcome of the action.
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