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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
11: 10 p. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. The
next case in our cal endar, we have another fact
finding hearing. |It's Sandlot Anacostia, License
Nunmber 122231. M. Oellana, can you pl ease
el evate the rights of the licensee in this case?

MR,  ORELLANA: Sure thing. | an
Cal | endar, access elevated. That is all, Chair.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Good norning, sir.
Can you, M. Callender, can you please spell and
say your nane for the record?

MR. CALLENDER  Yes, good norning. M
name is lan Callender, I-A-N CGA-L-L-E-N-D E-R

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Good
nmorning, sir. Al right. Just give ne one
mnute, sir. Please give ne a mnute. Al right.
We decided to have a fact finding here today,
sir, because we need to get sone clarification.
VWat s the -- what's vyour intent and your
busi ness nodel ? It is ny understanding that you
are trying to -- you recently noved to 7th and --
| think it's 7th and Florida, right at the corner
of Georgia and U Street, which is a noratorium

Zone.
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Under st andi ng that you had applied for a
tavern |icense, but because you're in the
norat ori um zone, the license was, the placard was
rescinded. And you were operating in a southeast
| ocation, and you are trying to nove your catering
i cense to this | ocati on. That' s ny
under st andi ng.

MR. CALLENDER: That's correct.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And you mi ght be
trying to use your catering license to operate
your business in that location. So | guess the
pur pose of the fact finding hearing is for you to
explain to us what is it that you are trying to
do?

MR, CALLENDER: So | can provide sone
background. Qur Sandl ot Anacostia | ocation, which
we have a tavern license as well. That tavern
license is 118-500. W secured a catering license
t here because we purchased a 36-foot commerci al
kitchen food trailer by way of the food access
grant. And it was secured to provide fresh food
access east of the river, where we had a culinary
I ncubat or program di al ed up so that that can be
our way of providing food service for our events.

W are event based. W are not a consi stent
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busi ness where we open Thursdays through Sundays.

Qur 10-year |ease was recently term nated
for no reason. And we have this 36-foot food
trailer, which is a valued asset of ours, that we
were |l ooking to relocate to an already existing
| ocati on at our Sandl ot Uptown |ocation at 1900
7th Street. So that was the initial reason why we
applied for the application once we | earned that
the tavern was in the noratorium zone. So, you
know, we've consistently been working with food
partners. None of our event prograns are w t hout
food. So that's sonething that we hold very
val uable at all of the |ocations that we activate
across the city.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Tell nme a little
bit about the truck again, please.

MR. CALLENDER: So it's a 36-foot food
trailer. And, you know, on street level, DCis
18.5. W obviously operate our food assets on
private property, but we also work with city
agencies to ensure the viability of those assets.

W also have a 20-foot shipping container
commerci al kitchen, where we did work with DLCP
FEMS, and all the other agencies to get 100 pound

propane tank waivers from the fire chief,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

considering that this 36-foot food trailer, while
it is on wheels, it wll be fixed to a specific

| ocation. And that, you know, was the determ ning
factor of us getting our truck inspected every
year, getting everything safely advanced.

And then again, we provide that asset to
| i censed professionals to provide food service,
Tacoma Station, Flavortour, DC Snokehouse. | can
probably nanme a host of others. But we've created
this community asset so that it can be of value in
areas that |lack food offerings. But that is the
basis around that particular 36-foot food trailer,
whi ch we do have a parking area for it. So that
was t he hope of relocating now that we are no
| onger at Sandl ot Anacostia, 633 Howard Road.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. But
you're renting space in the 1900 bl ock of 7th
Street, is this where -- so this is where this
trailer is now | ocated?

MR. CALLENDER It's not |located there
yet. The hope is based on this fact finding that
we could relocate it. It's currently in a storage
yard in Buzzard Point.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: But the trailer is

the commercial kitchen, is that correct?
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MR, CALLENDER  That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: But do you have
approval fromthe Departnent of Health to have
this commercial kitchen at this address?

MR. CALLENDER: We do not at the nonent.

Again, we were trying to kind of nove
consistently once we found the -- once we got the
word of our |ease being term nated. So
processing, you know, m ght have just been out of
order slightly. But we do have a dedi cated water
source, which was part of the approval process
when we were at 633 Howard Road. So we're just
trying to line everything up so that we can have
no di sruption in our business.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: One reason | ask
you that, because wasn't that you have approval
fromthe Departnment of Health at this juncture in
order to have a commercial kitchen? That is a
process that's approved by the Departnent of
Health. And so therefore, it's not ABCA. So if -
- | think the issue is that, is it your intent to
use -- what type of business are you intending to
operate at this, at 1900 7th Streets Northwest?

MR, CALLENDER So this was a fornmer CVS

t hat was vacant for a couple of years. And just,
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you know, sone nore details, Sandl ot activates
underutilized real estate assets, whether it's a
lot, a building, whether it's blighted or
di l apidated. So our intent with our university
who owns the real estate is to provide this as a
safe space for use for all types of organizations,
event organizers, you know, conmmunity folKks,
whether it's ANC W definitely have the
resource, and we've been doing this since 2019.

So the goal here again is to provide
this, you know, inproved asset as a community
space for progranmm ng. For exanple, this weekend,
Howard Uni versity graduates. The Col |l ege of Fine
Arts will be using the interior of the building,
whi ch we do have a permt from DOB to have their
seniors exhibit their senior show Friday through
Sunday. It's open to the public 12:00 to 6:00.

And then we recently hosted the Apollo
Theater doing a block party prior to their Howard
Theater event. And we've also hosted fish fries
for candi dates and ot her things.

So historically Sandl ot does not operate
as a bar, bullpen, Bardo, all those other folks.
W are a comunity anenity to all the

nei ghbor hoods that we intentionally go into
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rectify bl i ght and negative activity I n
nei ghborhoods. And | guess the value add to that
Is the hospitality side, right? There is F&B that
we do try to provide for those types of events
when necessary.

And historically, we've had -- we have
three tavern licenses in safekeeping right now
Sandl ot CGeorgetown was one of our nore recent
| ocati ons where we have that in safekeeping. CQur
Navy Yard |ocation, which closed, that's in
saf ekeeping. And then our Sandl ot Anacosti a,
again, once we received word that our |ease was
being term nated, we noved that into saf ekeeping
as well. So we have three active taverns in
saf ekeeping. And the goal is to transition the
catering to this location since we are no | onger
at 633 Howard Road.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And so currently,
do you have access to a commercial kitchen
i censed by Departnent of Health at this site or
at any other site?

MR. CALLENDER: We do not, but we do have
access to food partners who are |icensed and ot her
catering food professionals where we have

subcontractor agreenents in place for themto
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provide fresh food service for our events. So
that is the goal of satisfying that requirenent
while we go through the process. | believe we
have to put the food trailer in place connected to
the water source just on the north side of the
bui l ding. And then once we do the inspection with
DOH, DLCP will sign off and we'll be back at it.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. So do
you plan to sell food and al cohol for offsite
consunption or will patrons be able to dine in on
the 1900 7th Street |ocation?

MR, CALLENDER  So there are different
pop-up opportunities. Usually those are all on a
case- by-case basis, depending upon the dynam c of
the location that we're reactivating. But the
| atter portion would be to have fol ks have the
opportunity to dine in at 1900 7th Street when
there i s event experiences happening.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: What are the
proposed hours of operation for this |ocation?

MR. CALLENDER So we currently don't
operate the exterior space past 10:00 p.m, or at
| east we don't have anplified nusic past 10:00
p.m W hold true to the noise ordi nance of the

city. And then any internal or interior
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activations, we don't go past 12:00 a.m

| think, | believe the flexibility there,
especially when you do the I|iquor [icense
applications, you always put 2:00 a.m and 3:00
a.m But then working with ANC and Lee Droid and
all the other comunity nenbers of Shaw, we al ways
tailor that within the settlenent agreenent in
case there is a scenario where we do go past 12:00
a.m and we go until 1:00 a.m on the interior.

But nothing on the exterior. [It's too nuch of a
busy intersection to add to that type of
envi ronnent .

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Wth
full disclosure, |I've seen your establishnments
around the city. And to ne, it's an open lot. So
| guess maybe | need to explain. You said
interior, exterior, because | thought that your
entire business nodel was an exterior facility.

So explain what you're saying, interior, exterior,
because | don't understand.

MR. CALLENDER. Sure. | can just give
you the full tineline. In March, 2019, we
activated a 5,000 square foot lot, purely all
outdoors. 2020, we relocated to our Navy Yard

| ocation where we had 1,800 square feet of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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i nterior space at the bottom of an apart nent
building called the Maren, across from that
stadium And then we also had a 5,000 square foot
| ot that was adjacent to that space where we had
the ability to safely have people transition from
Interior and exterior.

Georgetown | ocation was purely exterior.

It's the old gas station at the entrance of
CGeorgetown, across fromthe Four Seasons. O
course, it's a building there now And then the
Anacostia |l ocation was, again, all exterior. But
this Sandl ot uptown | ocation, we activated, or we
took over the entire CVS piece of real estate.
It's 20,000 square feet. So the interior of the
CVS was updated. Again, that's where we received
the pop-up permt wth the Departnent of
Bui | di ngs, went through that process.

And then we al so i nproved the exterior
parking ot of the CVS with an el evated area as
our summer garden. So again, guests have the
capabilities of transitioning fromthe interior to
the exterior and vice versa. And then nost
recently, we activated the old Urban Qutfitters in
Chi nat own as anot her pop-up that was totally

separate fromthe Sandl ot nodel.
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But our nore recent location is District
Center 555 12th Street, which is all interior with
a rooftop, and that's where we plan to relocate
one of our safekeeping licenses to that address.
| don't recall which one, but we are starting to
do nore conmunity programm ng with property owners
who have seen what we've done in the past and
under st and t he busi ness nodel to, again, inprove
t he vacancy issue that we have in our city and our
communi ti es.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. So
what's the operation that you intend to run at the
7th Street |ocation?

MR. CALLENDER It's event-based. It's
purely event-based. If you want to host a
bi rthday party or a graduation cel ebration or,
again, an art event, a health and well ness yoga.
It's all -- think of it as your apartnent buil ding
anenity space. That is the business nodel. W
work with corporate partners to underwite the
renovations of those spaces so that the property
owners don't have to, which is why we get so nuch
success wWith accessing so nuch real estate in the
regi on.

And then we, again, program as necessary
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with folks that need to utilize space. Space is
such an issue in our city because it's a small
city to begin with, but the barriers of entry is
limted for non-profits or for-profit entities to
utilize these facilities to activate their
progranm ng.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So is this space,
Is it the intent to operate year-round, or -- is
the intent to operate year-round at this space, or
IS it just during the summer? Expl ain.

MR. CALLENDER  Yeah, we actually have a
three-year | ease with Howard University with two
one-year extensions. That particular site is
slated to be a building at sone point, but the
Metro green line is directly underneath and the
assessnments of that 1is astronom cal. The
president of the university actually sees this as
a val ued opportunity for student, faculty, and
alumi. So we nmay have an opportunity to extend
beyond the five years, but the goal is to be at
this particular intersection for sone tine.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  But | guess what
|"'mtrying to say here, though, is that you have a
current lease. So would you intend to operate --

MR. CALLENDER  Year-round, yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: - - year-round?

MR. CALLENDER  Yes.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now, and | said
before, it's correct that you did apply for a
tavern license at this location, is that correct?

MR, CALLENDER: Correct, yeah, | applied
in 2024 actually. And | think that there was
sone, | don't want to say discrepancy, but just
the noratoriumthat was initiated, or at |east the
call to the noratorium W felt that we did
submt everything prior to it becomng |aw, |
guess, or a part of the Ilegislation, the
| egi sl ative rul emaking. But yeah, | think that
was just sonething that we felt we had an
opportunity to be incorporated in, at |east for a
tavern.

Now i f there's another type of |icense,
whether it's a one-day or -- | don't really know
what's best here, but we follow the rules. |
don't think we've ever had any issues or
i ncidents. W just want to be good residents to
the District and continue to do the good work of
our community efforts.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  But | think that

one of the reasons -- it's ny understandi ng, or

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

15
the Board had ruled that the reason the
application was deni ed was because you did fall in
the noratorium zone for the type of license that
you're trying to -- for a tavern license, that you
can have a tavern license in that zone.

MR. CALLENDER  Ri ght.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  OF course, you can
have a restaurant |icense. If | believe
correctly, | don't think there is any issue with
having a restaurant license in that zone, but
don't quote nme on that. [|I'mnot aware of -- |
think that there probably was an exception for a
restaurant |icense, but don't quote ne on that.
That's sonmething you'd have to follow up with the
agency.

| guess, | think one of the concerns is
that, is it your intent to utilize the catering
license, if it's granted? And again, the agency
can approve a catering |license, but you al so have
to have, in order to operate as a Ilicensed
caterer, you need to have a kitchen in the
District of Colunbia, which is provided through
the Departnent of Health. And so, | guess the
understanding is that, is it that you're trying to

utilize your catering license to provide -- to
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utilize your catering license at this location to
sell and serve al cohol at this |ocation?

MR, CALLENDER: In addition to the food
service. Again outside of that, we bring in
caterers and food professionals to provide those
el ements. (Going back to the Sandl ot Anacostia
| ocation, we had both a tavern and a catering
i cense. W secured the catering Iicense
specifically for our 36-foot food trailer. If we
didn't purchase that 36-foot food trailer, we
woul dn't have applied for a catering |license. And
that was in 2022, 2023. So the goal here is to
make explicitly our culinary asset, our catering
back of house for progranm ng and activati ng.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And so what you're
saying, if the Board was to i npose conditions on
this license at this |ocation to say, burn events,
the service of food or alcohol on the site and not
provi de an entertai nnent endorsenent in |ight of
the North Shaw Mratorium Zone, that this woul d
not be -- this would not work well w th your
busi ness nodel ?

MR. CALLENDER: It wouldn't, sir. And
again, I'mjust really just speaking explicitly

about the history of how we've operated and how
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our business nodel is designed. W're self-
sustained. W don't have investors. W don't
have -- you know, it's nyself and ny partner that
are doing the applications. You know, we don't
have | egal representation. W don't have any of
that. We're two native Washi ngt oni ans who was
literally born at Howard University Hospital and
el sewhere.

So while even just with our first |iquor
license in 2019, going through that process with
your |icensed specialist, we |learned a lot. And
even goi ng through this process, we're learning a
lot. | still find it lucky for us to even have a
Il iquor license in Georgetown, considering the
nmoratoriumthat was there. But understanding the
energency order that the mayor put in place during
COvVID, we are nore in a hel pful position and
stance when it cones to inproving our city. It's
al ways a call to action.

So there was a call to action to open
out door spaces during COvVID. W did just that.

We secured a | ease wth East Bank and we opened
Sandl ot, Georgetown, even with the old Georget own
Board, which is a whole other daunting process.

W had to do it every year since we've activated
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there for four years safely and providing the sane
type of energy that I'mtelling you we're doing
right here on 1900 7th Street.

And | f It requires letters of
recommendati ons and ot her things, we can secure
that as well. But | think the conditional point
that you nentioned wth DOH and DOCP, we're
totally fine wwth at |east having that be the one
el ement that will allow this type of programm ng
to happen at this |ocation.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Well, | don't
think -- the <concern is that vyou're in a
nmoratori um zone and you cannot have a tavern
license in this |ocation.

MR, CALLENDER: Correct.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And t he
requi renents for catering license, | nean, the
pur pose of having a catering license is that
you're a caterer, you're serving food, and the
al cohol sale is incidental. The al cohol sales, as
a caterer, it's incidental, and it doesn't appear
-- | don't know for this location if the al cohol
sales would be incidental to the catering, because
It mght be.

| don't -- and | can be wong, but that's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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why |I'mjust asking a question that it appears
that in order to sell and serve alcohol at this

| ocation, it is your intent to use your catering
license to sell and serve alcohol at this

| ocation, which is not -- that goes against the
spirit of what the noratoriumis because you're in
a noratorium zone.

MR. CALLENDER: So | can add anot her
| ayer of -- | guess to advance the conversation.
So even with our culinary partners that we've
brought in through nultiple prograns |ike, you
know, Uber Eats which was a part of that Sandl ot
Georget own success story, PLNT Burger and G ub
Rockstar. | can go on and on and on again. These
are opportunities for culinary entrepreneurs.

W are slated to | aunch a Sandl ot upt own
food truck village wth Howard University. They
recently elimnated six food establishnents at
Wonder Pl aza, Potbelly, Chipotle, Negril, Carry
Qut, and |I'm probably mssing two others. But in
partnership with the university, we're going to
activate a snmall area in the parking lot with just
our food partners.

Agai n, those are food professionals or

establi shnents that have brick and nortars that
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al so have food trucks, 18-and-a-half-foot food
trucks literally in the mddle of that parking | ot
with sonme shipping container elenents purely
provi ding food services to the student comunity
and those around that area for food offerings.

That is the ethos of every location. [It's not to
ci rcunmvent or just sell alcohol.

| don't think, even with our tavern
| i censes, we ever held an event where we did not
have food as the main factor, whether it's crabs
in a barrel, which is an event that we do where we
focus on just fish and seafood, or whether it's
grilled cheese social where we focus again
specifically on grilled cheese offerings.

We're introducing a different hospitality
dynam c because it's valuable and it works versus
the other industries |ike Occasions and Spill ed
MIlk or Wndows where they are catering
professionals that go to Mellon Auditorium or
other CX locations |ike Arena Stage or The Loft.
We're a unique dynamc, and | think it just shows
exactly what we intend to do at every |l ocation
t hat we open.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And | think that

your intentions are great. | don't think there's
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an issue wth your intention. | don't think
there's an issue with your business nodel. |
think the only problem is that this is a
norat ori um zone, and because -- so the nodel that
maybe wor ked over at Georgetown, the nodel that
wor ked over at in Anacostia, there you were not in
the noratorium zone. So there was not necessarily

per se an issue with getting a tavern |icense

because you can apply -- | guess the other license
that you had, you had a tavern Ilicense in
CGeorgetown, you had a tavern license, | believe,

at, and | could be wong, in Anacosti a.

But because of the noratorium you cannot
have a tavern license at this |location. So when
you apply for a tavern license, it was deni ed.

But your business nodel, based on your business
nodel , you need an al cohol |icense.

MR, CALLENDER: So the (Georgetown
| ocation, just for reference, that noratorium was
actually in place when we received the tavern
license in Georgetown in 2021

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | know that. |
was here on the Board in 2021. There were changes
made to that. And let ne -- |"mnot going to go

back and forth around the dates, but | know that -
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- I'"lI'l say this, |I've been in DC | ong enough that
when | noved to DC, Georgetown was the
entertai nment capital of DC. DC has changed
significantly. And so there was a noratorium put

i n place for Georgetown because they did not want

to be the entertai nnment capital. And so then the
city noved on and | eft Georgetown behi nd.

And t hen CGeorgetown cane back to the
Board to say, oh, by the way, we still exist. |
need entertai nnent back here. So at sone point, |
know that this board voted to renove sone of the
restrictions regarding what type of |icense could
not operate -- what new |icenses could not operate
i n Geor get own.

So probably the type of |icense you
requested at that tine was because CGeorgetown cane
back to this Board to say that because the city
had noved on, because CGeorgetown was no | onger the
entertai nnment capital of DC, and that they wanted,
at least in ny view anyway, they wanted to attract
new busi nesses. So your business nodel, but --

So as | said before, it's not our intent
to question your business nodel. It is just this
| ocation specific because of the noratorium zone.

And because you're in a noratoriumzone and you
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cannot -- and you can't have a tavern license in
this zone. You did apply for a license that was
granted and it appears |ike, okay, fine, | need to
operate. How can | operate in this area?

And even if you were able to nove -- say
i f the Departnent of Health approved your nobile
kitchen as a commerci al kitchen, because that's
what you need to operate, are we able to provide
you -- would you be able to utilize this |icense
to operate that area? And | think that's the
I ssue, whether or not you can utilize a caterer's
| i cense based on your business nodel at this
| ocation. And this is what this hearing is about,
for us to find out nore about your business nodel,
to find out your business nodel, and to tal k about
what is it that -- how you can utilize a catering
i cense --

MR, CALLENDER: Yeah --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: -- and it cannot
be -- yeah. Go ahead, sir.

MR. CALLENDER: Yeah. And even with
just, again, working on ways to inprove different
busi ness areas to enter in, having a conmerci al
kitchen wunlocks so much, especially in that

nei ghbor hood, whether it's us, again, providing
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food service to conplenent the food truck village,
which is forthcomng, and operating culinary
experi ences during the week. Again, we were doing
this at other locations. You have tastenakers,
you have so many other shared commercial kitchen
facilities, Mess Hall and Union Kitchen even. W
have that sane opportunity and capability with
this asset, which we secured.

So | think that there is a nmulti-I|ayer
approach, but | definitely hear and acknow edge
your thoughts and the Board' s interpretation of
what our focus, or at |east the application that
we've put forth to you by relocating an already
existing -- you know, we paid our fees, our dues
and everything. Again, we're in good standing. |
think that's kind of what we're | ooking to achieve
here w t hout knowi ng the dynam cs around how t he
applications are witten or how the rul emaki ng
decisions are nade. So we really just advise to
what is best fromthe Board' s position.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ceneral ly, are you
wel | -versed, or have you reached out to the agency
regarding the do's and don'ts of nmintaining a
caterer's license in the sense of who you can

pur chase al cohol fronf
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MR. CALLENDER  Absol utely.

CHAlI RPERSON  ANDERSON: And so just
general ly, |like, who do you purchase your al cohol
fromgenerally when you have events?

MR. CALLENDER: The distributors,
Sout hern, Prem um Republic National, all the big-
box di stri butors.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Any
questions by the Board nenbers? Go ahead, M.
Meadows.

VMEMBER MEADOWS:  Yes, M. Call ender, good
nmorning. It's still norning. | think that, as
t he chairman was sayi ng, Georgetown definitely was
the place. | know when | was younger, in the
early "90s, late '"80s, | think it's com ng up now
again. But you are a testanment to our city.

You' ve had sone successful venues. M three
col | eagues are | egal professionals. | amnot.
|"mjust a longtine comunity nenber. But | do
have sonme issues. You have a 36-foot trailer.
And then you nentioned anot her vehicle that you
woul d have, a catering kitchen kind of type thing.
What was that other vehicle?

MR CALLENDER: It's a 20-foot shipping

container kitchen. |It's not active right now.
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It's not connected. It's literally sitting at our
nort heast | ocati on, goi ng t hr ough t hat
construction phase. But that wll be a different
styl e approach for us. That particular |ocation,
we're waiting for a couple of corporate
partnerships to land. So that specific |ocation
can be our first culinary test kitchen | ocation
where we focus specifically on food. W're not
going to be doing any heavy al cohol over there
l'ike our tavern | ocati ons. And that's
I ntentional .

Again, it's a food desert in Ward 7. W
secured this asset with city funding through the
sane food access grant. Hope is to just, again,
close that gap with the type of food offerings in

M nnesota and many. But that's not active right

NOWw. It's just literally sitting at that
| ocati on.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: Does that |ocation
qualify for food access grants, |ike in Anacostia?

MR. CALLENDER: Yeah, yeah. W already
received it and have advanced it. W've been at
that site since 2023, when we signed that. But
just, it's been this Iong since we've worked

t hrough the corporate partnership el enment, which
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usually 1is the case. The sane Uber Eats
partnership that we had for our Georgetown
| ocation, that took a little over a year.

VEMBER MEADOWS: Does this 36-foot
trailer currently have a food truck |icense?

MR. CALLENDER: So that's what we were
goi ng through right now, now that we have to
relocate it with DLCP.

MEMBER MEADOWAS: (kay. But you want to
permanently install it there in the parking |ot?

MR, CALLENDER: Correct.

VMEMBER MEADOWAS:  And so you'll be hooking
up electric and gas and water to that structure?

MR. CALLENDER So we have a vari ance
fromthe FEMS for our 633 Howard Road | ocati on.
And again, just going through the nulti-agency
process of relocating to our newest | ocation,
that's the sane process that we're planning to go
t hr ough.

We have two 100- pound propane tanks that
are refillable, that elimnates the gas el enent.
We have fresh water access directly where the
spigot of the trailer is along the building. And
then we have electrical waiting to connect

directly into the food trailer, which actually
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doesn't require as nuch power as one m ght expect,
simlar to the 18-and-a-half food trucks, but no
generators, no em ssions or anything of that

nat ure.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: (kay. And so the CVS
building itself, so that's 20,000 feet. And is
there restroomfacilities within that buil ding?

MR. CALLENDER  Yeah, we have nultiple
restroons along the interior.

MEMBER MEADOAS: (Okay. And so you're not
requesting like a seven-day-a-week type |icense.
You're saying that it's basically an event-based
one-on-one. |Is that ny understandi ng true?

MR CALLENDER: No. | nean, we're
simlar to the pop-up permt. These are processes
and | egislations that we work with the Departnent
of Buildings to design and create, not just for
our intent, but others as well. The goal here is
to replicate a lot of the other culinary venues,
again, Mess Hall, Tastenamkers, sone of the others,
wher e professionals who don't have access to
commerci al kitchens can have access. And whet her
that's us doing our own internal hiring of chefs
and culinary folks to provide food services across

the city, we have that capability wth that 36-
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foot food trailer, again, which is our intent.

MEMBER MEADOAS: So |I'menvisioning |ike
a Sycanore & CGak or perhaps maybe like a Little
Uni on Mar ket kind of thing?

MR, CALLENDER: Yeah, absol utely.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: For the building itself?

MR, CALLENDER: Correct.

VMEMBER MEADOWAS: Yeah. And so for your
events that you have, because you were saying
sonet hi ng about 10:00 p.m, what do you think is
the capacity if you had -- say | had a birthday
party and invited everyone | knew, what woul d ny
capacity max out at?

MR. CALLENDER: So our current capacity
with our certificate of occupancy is 500, and
that's both indoors and outdoors. You know,
20,000 square feet if you were to, you know, if I
were to do the calculation per DOB wth an
assenbly space or the type of use that we have,

t hat occupancy would max out at 1,300. It's one
person at every 15 square feet with no fixtures or
no furnishings. W always do our cal cul ati ons
based on the anobunt of restroomfacilities and,
again, making it nore of a conunity center versus

a club or a hall for that natter. But 500 woul d
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be the capacity, max capacity.

So whet her your birthday party -- you
know, and these are the type of rules and
restrictions historically that we give to fol ks
that want to cone in and utilize our facilities.
We provide everything step by step. It's al nost
i ke, you know, workforce devel opnent. W' re kind
of educating people as they cone into space, which
again is rare. |If you wanted to | ook at an
exanpl e of, you know, Bull pen or other venues, we
operate conpletely different because that's not
our scope.

And again, our hope is for you and
everyone el se on the Board to want to have a
birthday party or a retirenent party or whatever
type of experience you' d |ike to have at that
space. Again, we're problemsolvers, you know,
and I'll use this as ny final note.

Cl evel and El enentary, which is a school
directly south of our |ocation, cane to us and
sai d, hey, |ook, our teachers get tickets every
day. You know, is there anything you can do to
hel p? And | said, we have space. You guys can
utilize this parking |l ot every day at no cost.

W're just trying to be good neighbors and
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understand the Ilaw and Ilegislation and just
conti nue, as you nentioned, to do good work in our
city.

MEMBER MEADONS:  Well, | understand. And
that kind of leads ne to what | was thinking, too.

You know, certainly I don't t hi nk t he

nei ghbor hood itself would be excited to have an
addi tional supply of parking that's limted, as we
all know. Yeah, so | thank you for your questions
and answers. And, as | said, |I'mnot the |egal
scholar. 1'mgoing to take advice fromny board
menbers, and | wi sh you the best. Thank you, M.
Chair.

MR. CALLENDER  Thank you. And | am
too. |I'mnot a |l egal professional by any neans.
| got an engineering degree from Drexel

University. So that's as far as it goes.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Any ot her
guestions by any ot her board nenbers? | guess
anot her question | have, would you be willing or

based on the business nodel that you have, could
you apply for a restaurant |icense?

MR, CALLENDER |'ve never applied for a
rest aur ant i cense bef ore. |"'m not a

restaurateur, and | have plenty of restaurant
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friends. And | believe that is a question that |
can't answer at this nonent. But to answer your
question, possibly, yeah.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: No, because you're
at a location that you want to operate, but
because you're in a noratorium zone, the
noratorium covers ni ghtclubs, taverns, and nulti-
purpose facilities. Those are the type of
licenses that falls under the noratorium A
restaurant license doesn't fall under. That's an
excl usi on.

MR. CALLENDER: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And you're trying
to find out, there -- and as | stated before,
what ever issues involving your caterer's license,
because you need to have access to a commerci al
kitchen, and you're saying the commercial kitchen
is this nobile, or it's this truck. That's your
comrerci al kitchen. However, there are other
parts noving with the Departnent of Health.

And so you don't have -- |'mnot hearing
fromyou today that you have a commerci al kitchen
to cook. So even if we were to -- even if the
Board was to say, okay, fine, yes, you can get a

catering license, you can have a catering |license,
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you're not providing us wwth a commerci al kitchen
that you' re operating from So even the Board has
to say -- you don't have a commercial kitchen that
you' re operating from because your conmerci al
kitchen is this truck.

MR. CALLENDER: Correct. So now that we
have to relocate fromthe previous |ocation, we
have to go through the process again. So we had
that in place. And again, our hope and goal is
that, you know, the DLCP, we've communicated with
everyone. | think the first step is, you know,
where does ABCA stand on this position? W know
the requirenents on the DOH and the DLCP side.

But you know how permtting fees and all
of those things are. It doesn't nmake sense to
advance one way when you have to go back and spend
nore noney to change and redo things. W didn't
think that the process of relocating was actually
going to be this lengthy. Again, you know, we
didn't expect our 10-year |ease to get term nated
Six years early for no reason

So there's other inplications that we're
dealing with at the nonent. | think now we're
just at a position of gathering as nuch

information, simlar to this fact finding, so that
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we can have the best path forward and know t hat we
can, you know, safely nake an inpact in this part
of the city.

So to answer your question, though,
regarding restaurant, we have a location in
Tyson's as well. And one of the requirenents in
Tyson's for any type of al cohol, because it's, you
know, a state-run control over there, is that if
you do any type of alcohol, 75 percent of your
recei pts have to be food. And that, | don't know
what the requirenent is in the District. [|I'm
obvi ously going to research pretty extensively
after this call. But we don't have that
capability if that's a simlar elenent in the
District.

Agai n, when we | ook at, you know, the
type of business that we've been running for the
past six years now, seven years going on, that was
never a consideration because we're not restaurant
professionals. And we do partner w th restaurant
prof essionals in every industry, whether it is a
caterer who has the sane capabilities that we
have, or a larger brick-and-nortar entity that has
a food truck, that has those capabilities to

provi de food service.
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Again, that's part of the probl ens that
we're trying to solve, but also enhance and
anplify, whether it is through |egislation, just
| i ke the pop-up permt. You know, that's another
reason why we do have so nmany different
opportunities to change things.

Sol will look at the restaurant |icense.

| think that's a great offering. And, you know,
wi t hout understanding on the catering |icense
side, where we stand wth that, | know the
renewal , which also led to this, we wanted to at
| east make sure that we were current or accurate.

But again, we're just trying to understand what's
the best route here. So that's a suggestion we'l|l
take in and we'll follow through.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  What's driving
this process is the |ocation that you chose?

MR, CALLENDER  Under st ood.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So you're in a
| ocation that, because of the noratorium you
applied, simlar to your other |ocations, you
applied for a tavern license. And there is no
food requirenent for a tavern license. So yeah,
so there's no there's food requirenent for a

tavern |icense. So there Ii's no issue. However ,
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because you're noving into the |ocation that you
have now chosen that you want to operate your
busi ness, you applied for a tavern |icense that
was deni ed because of the noratorium

There are specific requirenents to have a
catering license. So | don't know. So the Board
m ght say -- the Board could say, we're going to
approve your catering license. W're going to
renew your catering |license, but the agency m ght
not issue the |icense because you're waiting for
approval fromthe Departnent of Health.

MR. CALLENDER And | think that's fine.

Li ke, for us, like, that was --

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: But what |'m
saying that it puts you in the sane position
because we wll -- we're not going to, and | don't
know what is it you have to provide to the agency
to get a catering license, but if you have to
prove that you have a commercial kitchen, we're
not going to issue a license until you can prove
to us that you have a commercial kitchen. So even
If this agency was to approve it, you have to
provi de us information.

So even if the Board woul d say, yeah, we

could renew the |icense, the agency is not going
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to issue the license to you until if -- they
require you provide us proof that you have access
to a coomercial kitchen. And if you don't have a
comrercial kitchen, it doesn't really matter. So
| believe it's having a commercial kitchen first,
and then you cone to the agency for catering

i cense.

But | don't -- because of the noratorium
because of the noratorium okay, your business
nodel for this location where you have been
utilizing a tavern license and it has worked, it
cannot work in this location. |It's sinple as

that, because you cannot get a tavern license in

this location to support your business nodel. And
so, therefore -- go ahead.

MR, CALLENDER: | can clarify. So when
you say, like, our business nodel is purely based

on tavern, right? That's partially true. W have
a partnership with Howard University, right?
Where rent is abatenent. That's for a reason.

Al'l of our locations rent is abated, or it's a
percentage rent. That is for a reason. W don't
have the sane deficiencies as our other restaurant
or venue partners. That is intentional and by

desi gn.
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Qur catering license, which we did have
at our Anacostia location for multiple years was
done through the proper processing. But now that
we are relocating simlar to this ABCA fact
finding, we just have to go through the process
again. So | don't think it's a matter of we
didn't have it before. 1It's |like when you change
your ID, right? Wen you nove from one apart nment
to the other, you have to go to the DW, you have
to go here. That's what we're doing here.

So |l don't think it's a matter of us not
havi ng the comrerci al kitchen, which you have made
t he suggestion if you were to advance or nmake a
condi tional request based on, what that does is
that allows us to not have to go through a process
again which could later inpact timng and just how
t hi ngs are normally handl ed.

You know, we started seasonal and now we
have interior space where we can be year-round.

We still have staff and personnel that we want to
ensure doesn't, again, go to other |ocations for
work simlar to our event partners. And 2024 was
probably the nost difficult year for us because we
were inpacted by construction at our Anacostia

| ocati on. So there was zero business. There was
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zero catering filings that year because we didn't
have access to our location, and that severely

I npacted our business.

So | think, again, it's not so nuch the
busi ness nodel. It's just understandi ng how we
can solve these solutions and really, you know, to
your point, just do good business. So that's
applying for a restaurant license, great. |If
it's, we'll approve your catering |license, but you
have to get the approval from DOH, we have the
asset, we have the contacts. They're literally
just waiting for us to advance the ball. Then we
can do so and rel atively quickly.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  As | said, what is
driving this process is this particular |ocation,
and you had applied, you foll owed the proper
procedures to apply for catering -- I'msorry, a
tavern license for this location, but not for the
nmoratorium the license would have been granted.
But because there is a noratorium no new nmulti -
pur pose nightclub or tavern |license are being
I ssued in the noratorium zone, okay? That is for
the period of the noratorium

And so, based on your busi ness nodel,

what type of license can | apply for to operate at
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this location? That's where we are. And | do not
believe that the catering license can work. |
think that even if the Board was to -- all things
on the table, if the Board was to approve a
catering license for this location, based on your
busi ness nodel, | think you'd get in trouble with
t he agency because you'd be using the catering
|icense for the wong purpose.

In the sense that because it's not
apparent that, at least at this |ocation, that
al cohol would be incidental to the catering
because it's not apparent that you' re selling food
at this location. That's what |'m saying, because
that's what you'd have to do at this | ocation.
You woul d have to sell food at this |ocation, and
the alcohol is incidental to this |ocation.

MR, CALLENDER  Yeah. And I think that's
the back and forth, right? If you -- out of the
t housands of events that we've done, food has been
primary. W haven't had maybe a handful of those
t housands where there was no food present. And I
believe a majority of that m ght have been due to
a deficiency fromone of our contracted food
partners, which food truck m ght have broke down

or sonme other elenment m ght have occurred.
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But at every location that we've had, at
our Sout heast | ocation, we had a catering kitchen
that we applied. W did the eating and drinking
establishment formwth DOH  Everything' s clear.

Qur busi ness, ext ernal , has al ways been
m sunderstood, which is fine. | think that's not
a bad thing. The great thing in this nonent is
that there is an opportunity for clear definition
of incidental, or at |east clear understandi ng of
I ntent.

And | think even just |ooking back at why
we even chose this location, we don't | ook at
| ocati ons because we want to open a | ocation
everywhere. T Street was the worst intersection
inthe city, and we cane in with the T Street task
force and the university to rectify a problemin
2022. That's how long this has been, prior to the
nor at ori um even bei ng di scussed.

Had we have applied the nonent that we
knew we were going to take over the site, sure,
this wouldn't be a discussion. And | hear you
| oud and clear as far as this being a noratorium
but | think the solution with the catering m ght
be a short term while we do the restaurant

application. But there are things that we woul d
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like to plan and schedul e again wth our other
event organizers that, you know, should we
transition now and start doing one-days?

And | don't want to -- | don't know
what's the best nethod here, but the planis to
activate that corner. And we've gone with ANC.
Every ANC, at |least in ny acknow edgenent from
when we did our first look of +this space,
appreci ates us being here. They understand the
scope. They understand the dynamic. They didn't
at first.

Sane thing with Culture House and Bl i nd
Wne on 2013. Everybody didn't really understand
it in the beginning and every agency cane by that
first day that we opened. But 13 years later,
that's still a cultural institution. |It's global.

And it's literally solving the problemthat we're
intending to solve right here on 7th and Fl ori da.
So | acknow edge and | appreciate everything that
you and the Board has suggested. W're just

| ooking for the best next steps.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, the only
thing 1"'mgoing to add, you said you have three
i censes in safekeeping. And am | correct that

the three licenses that you have in safekeeping,
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they're all tavern licenses? |Is that correct?

MR, CALLENDER: Correct.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. And
that's the problem Your business nodel prior to
-- your business nodel supported you having a
tavern license. You're not eligible to receive a
tavern license at this |ocation because of the
noratorium So based on your business nodel and
the noratorium is there a different type of
license that you can apply for in this |ocation?
| think that's where we are.

MR, CALLENDER. Got it. GCot it.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: At the top of ny
head, a catering license -- |'m sorry. A
restaurant |icense is not a part of the
noratorium Does your business nodel support
having a restaurant license, | don't know.
There's a different process in a sense to have a
catering license, because in order to have a
catering license, you need to have access to a
commercial kitchen. You don't have the conmmerci al
kitchen. You don't have -- based on your business
nodel , your overall business nodel, you don't
currently have access to a commercial kitchen,

right? You don't have access to a -- that's what

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| " m heari ng.

You don't have access to a conmmerci al
ki tchen based on your current business nodel,
because you still need approval in order to nove
to this location. So if you were to use this
address as the comercial kitchen -- because since
you' re cooki ng your own food, if you were to use
this | ocation as your comercial kitchen, you
still have to go through the regulatory chall enges
wi th ot her agencies, okay? So that's what it is.

So is there a different --and again, with
the noratorium are you eligible to apply for a
one-day? | don't know. | would have to look to
see if a tenporary one-day. | don't knowif you
could even apply for one-day |licenses for this
| ocation. | don't know. That's sonething that
we' d have to consult.

MR. CALLENDER  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So it's a fact
finding hearing. W're trying to find out from
you what your busi ness nodel is.

MR, CALLENDER: Cot it.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  It's up to us to
provi de you sone gui dance to say these are the

next steps.
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MR, CALLENDER: Yeah, we're grateful. So
again, we appreciate. And thank you guys for your
time today.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Do you have any
final comment you want to nake before | bring this
hearing to a cl osure.

MR. CALLENDER: No, not this tine.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Well,

t hank you for being here today. And we'll have
our homework, so we'll take this matter under
advi senent. So we will have our homework and try

to provide you sone gui dance on next steps.

MR. CALLENDER: Al right. Thank you so
much.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Al right.
Thanks. Have a great day.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 12:17 p.m)
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