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RYAN JONES, Menber

DAVI D MEADOWS, Menber
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CAMERON M XON, Applicant's Counsel

JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA St aff
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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
11: 01 a. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. The

next case in our calendar, it's a whole |ot,

Li cense No. 129362. M. Oellana, can you

pl ease el evate the rights of the parties in this
case.

MR, ORELLANA: Sure thing. Caneron
M xon, access el evated; and Al oha, access
el evated. That is all, Chairnman.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Thank you. Good
nmorning, M. Mxon. Can you please identify
yourself for the record, please?

MR M XON. Good norning, M. Chair.
Canmeron M xon, counsel for the applicant, Al oha.

CAA-ME-RON MI-X-ON.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And is your
client here this norning, sir.

MR MXON:. Yes. W're joined by the
applicant, Saleh Salim

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Good nor ni ng.
Can you please identify -- please spell and
state your nane for the record and identify
yourself for the record, sir?

MR, SALIM Yes. Good norning. M
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name i1s Saleh Salim That's S-A-L-E-H, | ast
name Salim S-A-L-1-M

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And you're the
owner of this establishment?

MR SALIM Yes, correct.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. So
as, M. Mxon, you are aware, it's a fact-
finding hearing. On a fact-finding hearing, the
parties are not under oath. They're not sworn
in. It's nore informal. The Board cannot order
the licensee to take an action. The Board m ght
ask questions, and the licensee can refuse to do
that and there's really nothing that the Board
can do. And, also, because the parties wll not
be sworn in and so, therefore, nothing that you
say here can that nothing that you say here can
be used agai nst you because you're not on the
oat h.

This establishnent, so this is a whole
|l ot. They have applied for a nedical cannabis
retail license with delivery endorsenent. And
so there's been sone issues with not necessarily
wth -- some issues with M. Salim and so I'm
just trying to find out what invol venent because

there were sone unlicensed establishnments that
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were before this Board. The Board had issued
sone summary closure and notices. And it
appears that M. Salimm ght have had sone
i nvol venent in sone of these other agencies,
ot her establishnents. I'"'mjust trying to find
out sone clarification about what invol venent
is, and it did M. Salimhave in, | guess,
Tobacco King. Budz and Roses, |ike, Tobacco
King and Budz and Roses, did he have any
I nvol venent in these establishnments and,
specifically, what was his role in these
establishnments? | nean, you can either have M.
Sali mrespond, or you can respond on his behalf
as his representative, M. M xon.

MR MXON:. As an initial matter, |'ve
di scussed with M. Salimhis history of business
ownership in the District of Col unbi a.

To clarify, there are a variety of
Tobacco King establishments wwthin the District
of Col unbia, sonme of which either are or have
been under M. Salims ownership and sone of
whi ch have not. The Board may be aware of one
that was |located on U Street, which was subject
to an ABCA enforcenent action due to -- which

was acquired by M. Salimafter it had al ready
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been in operation. And subsequent to M.
Salims acquisition of that business, there was
a prior owner of the Tobacco Ki ng busi ness was
running their own unlicensed online delivery
operation under the nane of Budz and Roses --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. M xon, |
know you're being an attorney. kay. The
guestion |I'm aski ng, okay, you either answer the
question or let himanswer. | don't need to you
to give us all the preference. | don't need you
to provide ne what's being provided. It's a yes
or no. Was he involved init? | nean, he's on
the cusp of receiving a |license under his own
nane. Gkay. And | don't know that, so | don't
know, | don't know if he's been involved. The
nane, Saleh Salim it could be a comon nane.
Ckay. It could be a commbn nane.

So the question I'masking, is he the
Sal eh Sali mwho was involved in these
establishnments? And just what role is it that
he played in these establishnments? Because |
want to nmake sure the purpose of this is to
ensure -- the purpose of this hearing, if we
were to nove forward and issue this |icense,

it’s that | don’t have the pleasure of seeing
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M. Salimagain. | see you al nost every week,
M. Mxon, but that is because that's your job.
So | don't have a problem seeing you every
week. | enjoy seeing you every week because
that's your job. However, | don't want to see
M. Salimagain.

So I'mjust asking questions about is
he the Sal eh Salimwho was involved in these
ot her establishnments? And what was his nature
of his role? And M. Salim unless your |awer
tells you to answer, you don't answer for your
own protection. GCkay. So you have a |awyer.
He speaks for you. And unless he tells you --
you're paying himhighly to speak for you, and
he's a good attorney. So unless he tells you to
speak, please, sir, don't say nothing. Ckay.

MR MXON. | can anend ny answer to be
alittle nore brief, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Thank you, M.
M xon. Yes, it is correct that M. Salim has
owned and does own businesses call ed Tobacco
King. And we'd be happy to elaborate if the
Board has specific questions about the history
of these busi nesses.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, | guess

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

what I'mtrying to find out is that, because
Tobacco King was an unlicensed establishnent,
and |'maware that, prior to how sone fol ks have
noved into the business, because they were
running -- they were fornerly 1-71 or -- yes.

So in order to transit, for sone folks,
in order to nove into this business, an ill egal
mar ket pl ace, you know, we allow sone peopl e who
are operating illegally. But once the |aw
started and once the | aw was effectuated, then
you were not supposed to continue. But when we
had i ssues with Tobacco King and when we had
I ssues with Budz and Roses and we had sone re-
closures, it was |like, okay, you know what the
law is and you continue to operate. And |I’'m
just trying to find out was he i n managenent ?
Was he overseeing these establishnments when we
I ssued these summary cl osures?

MR MXON. M. Salim if you' d like to
provi de kind of the story around the Budz and
Roses situation in the U Street |ocation.

MR. SALIM Yes, yes, yes, yes, M.

M xon, | think I can. Just to give a quick
expl anati on what had happened, | had actually

purchased that previous business. It was called
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Budz and Roses. It was |ocated at 1203 U
Street, | believe. And when | had bought the
busi ness, we had transferred, basically we had
opened a new corporation under, you know, TK
1203, and we’'re in the process of changing the
busi ness, basically, and having our own sign
while we’re working on the sign permt.

It was still named Budz and Roses.
What had happened was the previous owner that
sold ne the place was actually operating an
online website that we never knew of that was
under budzandroses.com or Budz and Roses
Delivery, and he actually had access to the
Googl e page where he was making illegal cannabis
sal es, you know, under the sane nane as the
busi ness and, basically, delivering themto
peopl e’ s residence. Like, people, | think they
woul d call Yelp or sonething. W had control of
t he Googl e page, but then Yelp was still under
his access and it was a different phone nunber,
so people would call him like, hey, | want to
cone inor | want to buy sone stuff, | guess,
that was not allowed to be sold. But then he
was over there saying, okay, he'll deliver it

and play the inpression of he still owns a
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busi ness.

MR MXON. And | think it would be
hel pful also if you could just el aborate on just
briefly what is it that, for what purpose did
you buy the business and what was the actual
busi ness nodel that you were running there?

MR. SALIM Yes, yes. The business, |
wanted to basically turn it into |like a tobacco
conveni ence store. The other owner that had the
busi ness, he wasn’t actually doi ng good and he
posted, | think, on Facebook or sonewhere.
Through a friend of mne that | heard that he
was trying to sell the business because it was,
basically, it was just a cannabis business, and
he didn’t, you know, evolve into snacks and
conveni ence store itens and, you know, bongs and
stuff like that. That's basically, you know,
| i ke accessories. You know, |like just a snoke
shop, a stereotypical snoke shop.

| hope you get a clear understandi ng of
-- and then that’s how the store ended up
getting raided, but things were sorted out. It
was cleared up that | had no -- | had nothing to
do with that website, which was the Budz and

Roses Delivery, or sonething |ike that, dot com
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. |
don’t have the summary cl osure notice, so |I'm
not going to go further. So let nme ask you a
question. So if this license was to be issued
for a Aloha, who is the owner and the nmanagenent
team for this business?

MR. SALIM |'mthe owner of the

busi ness. And this tinme, you know, for this

busi ness, basically, |I'’mgoing to be hands-on.
|’ mgoing to actually -- once things get noved
forward, I’mgoing to have to have a managenent

teamthat’s going to be there, you know, hands-
on. And I'’malso going to be invol ved hands-on
in the operation and maki ng sure everything
oper ates snoot hly.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Are you the 100-
percent owner of -- the business nodel, what is
it? Is this an LLC? | guess it’s TK 539, LLC
and the nane is Aloha. Are you 100-percent
owner of the LLC, or are there other partners?

MR SALIM Yes, yes, | am |’ m 100-
percent owner of the LLC, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. Al
right. So have you hired a nanagenent team as

yet, or are you just |ooking and thinking into
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11
hiring a managenent teanf?

MR SALIM No, | amgoing to have a
managenent teamthat's going to be involved in
running the business, and I'mal so going to be
i nvol ved. They' re going to al so, basically,
manage the day-to-day operations and maki ng sure
everything's fine while I'Il overl ook
ever yt hi ng.

MR MXON:. And to just expand on that
tineline wise, M. Chair, the business is
currently working at receiving a new updat ed
certificate of occupancy in order to proceed to
approval. And so we're on a tineline of where |
understand there is sonething around a nonth to
two nont hs before any such construction and
I nspections are done in order to be granted the
new certificate of occupancy. So decisions |ike
staffing are still being worked out in the
interim

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right.
Thank you. Thank you, M. M xon. So you
haven't hired any enpl oyees as yet for this
business; i1s that correct?

MR, SALIM No, | haven't. No, that is

correct. Like M. Mxon said, w're still
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12
basically in the stages of obtaining our
certificate of occupancy and business |icense
and setting up a few showases.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now, do you pl an
to hire anyone who worked at Tobacco King or
Budz and Roses, the Budz and Roses Dispensary to
operate this in your dispensary if the |license
I's granted?

MR SALIM Yes, definitely. W're not
going to hire anybody that's involved with
Tobacco King or Budz and Roses. It's not |ike
anyone is involved now with them

VWhenever we went through those
I nci dents, you know, turnaround is very hard.

So we had a ot of new faces. But even if the
new faces that hasn't, you know, they're not
going to be -- it's going to basically be a new
team that runs Al oha a lot, you know, separate,
which is a high end, you know, nedical cannabis
di spensary. That's good.

It's going to be community based, basically.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  But there was a
guestion | was going to ask you. Al right. So
you are aware of Tobacco King, the problemw th

Tobacco King. You're also aware of the probl ens
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wi th Budz and Roses, which is sonewhere cl oser.
Are there any mtigating precautions set in

pl ace to ensure illegal activity that occurred
I n Tobacco King or Budz and Roses woul d not
occur in this establishnment if the |license was
gr ant ed?

MR MXON. | can take this one, M.
Chair. | have advised M. Salimto take
advant age of one of the ABCA-approved training
prograns, so that any staff brought in to --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Hol d on a
mnute. M. Salim are you still there?

MR SALIM Yes, yes, I'mstill --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ckay. Go ahead.

MR, SALIM | think the canmeras went
out. | don't know.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: It did, and
that's why | want to make sure you're still
there. Go ahead, M. M xon.

MR, SALIM Ckay. |'m here.

MR M XON:. So, you know, we're aware
of the specific training program enployee
training prograns that ABCA has officially
endorsed and M. Salimw |l be putting the staff

that he hires before it's opening through these
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prograns. So they are fully aware of best
practices for conpliance with D.C. |aw

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So how wi || how
will M. Salimensure that illegal activity wll
not occur, if this license is granted, wll not
occur in his establishnment?

MR MXON. As |I've advised him he's
aware of the responsibility to only source
cannabis from hol ders of validly-issued
manuf acturer or cultivation center |licenses. And
because of his on-site, hands-on oversight and
that of his managers, they'll be regularly
nmoni toring purchase records, the storefront
itsel f, supervising such that there's no errant
rogue enpl oyee conduct.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Does M. Salim
have any background in cannabis here in the
District or sone other jurisdiction?

MR MXON. M. Salim you want to tell
t hem about your business history?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And, M. Salim
you' re not under oath and nothing that you say
here can be used agai nst you because you' re not
under oath, sir.

MR SALIM Yes. Actually, |I’ve been

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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inthe retail, basically, tobacco conveni ent
store business since | was 17. | started
wor ki ng there when | was in California. Then |
made the nove. | noved here. Actually, about
12 years ago, | noved to Virginia and then
opened ny one small shop in Waldorf, WMaryl and.

And then, after that, | actually
expanded in that type of business, which is, you
know, just tobacco, cigars, high-end cigar
shops, expanded fromthere to over 60 stores,

60 stores, and | opened a fewin the District of
Colunmbia. WMajority of ny business is actually
done in Virginia, which is, you know, Virginia
IS a tobacco state basically.

But |1've been in the retail business,
you know, since | was basically 17, which is
retail custoner service. Currently, | have a
coffee shop that |I'mactually opening in
Virginia. That's, you know, a little bit
different than just the convenience store side
that 'min. But it's nostly generally just
stays in the, you know, custoner service area,
retail basically.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. M.

Salim are you aware that you can only

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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16
di stribute, store, and sell nedical cannabis
products provided by D.C. licensed cultivation
centers and nmanuf acturers?

MR SALIM Yes, yes, | amaware. There
are a few licensed cultivator centers in D.C
and manufacturers that we will be naking all
100, obviously, you know, 100 percent of the
purchases fromthemin order to, you know, to
buy flowers, edibles, wax, and vape cartridges.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Does the
busi ness have any Schedule |I substance inits
possession, either on-site or at another
| ocati on?

MR. SALIM No, no, we don't, sir.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Does the
busi ness have any non-nedi cal cannabi s products
In its possession, either on-site or at another
| ocati on?

MR. SALIM No, no, no, we don't.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Any questi ons by
any of the Board nenbers? Go ahead, M.
Meadows.

VMEMBER MEADOWS: Good norning, M.
Salim How are you today? | do have concerns

about these three businesses that were cl osed
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for illegal activity, and | do believe that you,
M. Salim have the qualifications to run a
business. | think that | do have a concern,
t hough, that perhaps you do have a | ot of
busi ness entities and you would not really pay
as nmuch attention to this store | ocated on 8th
Street Southeast in the Barracks Row.

Can you speak about that? Because,
earlier, you did nention that you would be a
hands- on manager of the establishnent, so how
woul d you be able to split your tinme between
your nunerous business entities?

MR SALIM Yes. Good norning. How
are you? A lot of the businesses now that I
have -- | do have nultiple businesses across the
state of Virginia and in Maryland. But a |ot of
nmy business that | have now, over the years, as
we grow up and life changes, now | have three
kids, I'mmrried, it's not the sane. So over
the years, what | actually started doing with a
| ot of ny other businesses is | started actually
selling a percentage of ny business to a partner
that can actually take care of it, that can
actually take care of ny other businesses other

t han, obviously, the cannabis shop in D. C

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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That's how |I' m gonna actually free up ny
schedul e and have sone tinme to be nore involved
into the 539 dispensary in D. C

MEMBER MEADOWS: Thank you, and that's
under st andabl e. You had a partner, M.
CGebrenmesco. Are you still in partnerships with
M. Gebrenesco?

MR SALIM I'mnot sure, no. No, I'm
not sure. M. Caneron, do you know anyt hi ng
about the question? |'mnot sure that nane. |
don't know.

MR MXON. [I'mnot famliar with the
nanme, Menber Meadows. |Is he listed in a prior
order ?

VMEMBER MEADOAS:  Yes, he's listed in a
case report with the Tobacco King and Vape on
14t h.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | nean, if he's
not famliar wwth the person, then, |I nean, if
you have a specific nane, M. Meadows, and if he
says he's not famliar, then we can nove on.

MEMBER MEADOWS:  Yes, yes, yes. Ckay.
Well, | thank you for your tine this norning.
Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her
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guestions fromany of the Board nenbers.

MR. SALIM  No, | think so.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Go ahead, M.
Salim

MR SALIM No, No. | just wanted to
say, you know, thank you guys for your tine.
Thank you guys for bearing with ne. It's the
9th day of Ranmadan, so |'mfasting. So |I'm not
all the way there, so | just wanted to, you know
-- because | haven't had, obviously, coffee or
anything this norning. So I"'mkind of alittle
bit, you know, | feel like I'"'mdazed a little
bit. So | don't knowif | canme off that way.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You' re fine,
sir. Yes, that's fine, sir. | just want to
say, M. Salim it's you've been linked to
establishnments that has had three violations.
|f the Board was to nove forward to approve this
license, we want to nmake sure that we don't see
this establishnment in front of us for not
conplying with the law. So the purpose of this
hearing is just to get clarification on your
I nvol venent with these
establishnments and to get assurances from you

that we're not going to be seeing you again
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because you're going to ensure that you're not
going to sell products that are not bought from
a |l egal dispensary or manufacturer in D.C ; that
every nedi cal patient that conmes into your
establishnment, they'll have a nedical card to
purchase; that you will also participate in the
nmetric system

And so that is just sone of the
concerns that the board has to make sure that we
don't see you again because, if we were to see
you for you not conplying with the |aw, there
are nmeasures that the Board woul d have to take
because, now that you’'re 100-percent owner of
this establishnment, and so you are fully aware
and fully in charge and the Board wll hold you
responsi ble for any illegal action that's taken
by you or any of your enployees.

MR, SALIM Definitely. M. Anderson,
| wanted to assure you, you know, you guys,
hopeful Iy, you know, we don't run into each
ot her or see ne because, you know -- that's it.

MR MXON: If you have any questions
regardi ng proper operations, you can always cone
to our office and we can advise him

appropriately.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Thank you very
much, M. Salim for your appearance this
norning. M. M xon, have a great day.

The Board will take this matter under
advi senent. We'Ill advise the agency on the next
steps that should be taken towards the issuance
of the license.

Al right. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-referred to

matter went off the record at 11:28 a.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs; and that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties
to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that | amnot a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties nor counsel
enpl oyed by the parties, and | am not
financially or otherwise interested in the

out cone of the action.
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