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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
10: 42 a. m
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The next case in
our calendar is Case No. 25-PRO 00122, QtzBar,
Li cense No. 132899. G&ood norning, M. Oellana. Can

you pl ease elevate the rights of the parties in this

case?

MR,  ORELLANA: Good nor ni ng. Pau
Strauss, access elevated. [|gor Ponomarev, access
elevated. And | believe that is all, Chairnan.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

MR. STRAUSS. Good norning, nenbers of the
boar d.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: Hold on, M.
Strauss. M. Ponomarev, | apologize. Can you please

spell and state your nane for the record and your
affiliation with this case?

MR PONOVAREV: Good norning. |gor
Pononar ev.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  How do you spel
that, sir, for the record? W have a court reporter,
so | want to nmake sure your nane is spelled --

MR, PONOVAREV: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: -- properly for the

record.
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MR. PONOVAREVY: Igor, I-GOR Pononarev
Is PPONOMA-RE-V.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And what's your
relationship with this establishnment, sir?

MR, STRAUSS. He's a protestant.

CHAlI RPERSON  ANDERSON: He's a -- |
apol ogi ze, mster. And you're also a protestant to,

M. Strauss?

MR STRAUSS: |'m counsel for the
protestant. So |'Il be speaking on behalf of M.
Pononar ev.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | was aware t hat
you are counsel. But | thought that M. --

MR. PONOVAREV: lgor, call ne Igor.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: I gor, | thought
that he was a licensee. Al right. So where -- M.

Orel lana, can you please put on the chat is there --

- let ne

Is the licensee -- so we're looking for M.
see what case thisis. Thisis --

MR ORELLANA: Sohan Most of a?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, M. Mbstofa or
anyone. |s there anyone here for QtzBar? Can you
put something in the chat, please, sir?

MR. ORELLANA: W have a couple call-in

users. I'mgoing to elevate just to see.
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CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes.

(Si mul t aneous speaking.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And is there anyone
here for QrtzBar?

MR. ORELLANA: For nute, you do *6 on the

keypad.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: If you're here for
QtzBar --

MR MOSTOFA: Can you hear ne? Can you
hear me?

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, sir. You're
here for what, sir?

MR. MOSTOFA: |'mhere for QtzBar.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay, sir. Can you
pl ease spell and state your nane for the record?

MR. MOSTOFA:  Yeah, ny nane is Sohan
Mostofa, SO HA-N l|ast name, MO S-T-O F- A

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Good
morning, sir. M. Strauss, can you please identify
yoursel f for the record, please?

MR. STRAUSS. Yes, good afternoon, M.
Ander son, nmenbers of the board. |'m Paul Strauss, P-
AAUL ST-RAUSS [|'mcounsel for the protestant.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And who's here with
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you today, sir?

MR. STRAUSS. |gor Pononarev is here.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And who is he, the
prot estant ?

MR, STRAUSS. Protestant, yes.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And M. Ponomar ev
already identified hinself on the record. Al right.
So M. Mstofa, are there any prelimnary matters you
need to nmake to bring to the attention of the board?

MR MOSTOFA: O her than the fact that he
I's not a building owner or a deed hol der.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON. It's ny
understandi ng that the protestant was given -- what
happened at the roll call hearing, sir? Wat happened
at the roll call hearing?

MR STRAUSS: We noved forward. W went
to nedi ation.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Hol d on. Hol d on,
M. Strauss. There's an issue being raised by the
applicant saying that the protestant is not an owner.
So I"'mjust trying to get some clarification fromhim
what happened at the roll call hearing. D d you raise
that issue? Was standing given to the protestant at

the roll call hearing, sir?
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MR. MOSTOFA:  From ny understanding, it
was not given.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: That's your
under st andi ng.

MR MOSTOFA: Because she established
that we are both | easehol ders. Neither one of us own
t he property.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Let me

see if | can get a copy of the transcript from-- |et
me -- hold on one mnutes. And let nme get a copy of
the transcript fromthe -- for the roll call hearing.
This is for QtzBar. | need to get a copy of the

transcript for QtzBar.

(Pause.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: |'mtrying to get
a hold of a copy of the transcript so | can read the
transcript. | wasn't aware that this is an issue.

(Pause.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  As soon as |
receive the transcript, I'll read it then. Then I
will discuss the prelimnary issue. And then ||
have you respond, M. Strauss.

But | need to see what decision the
board's agent nade at that hearing. Therefore, |'ll

know how to -- and then, of course, I'll you to
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respond. But | just need to -- since the issue was

raised by the licensee. W'Il go off the record for
a couple of mnutes. ay? So we're off the record
for a couple of mnutes. |'ll be just a m nute.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went
off the record at 10:51 a.m and resuned at 10:59
a.m)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Everyone i s back.
All right. M. Mstofa, you nade an oral notion.

Tell nme again. Repeat, sir, what is that you stated.

MR MOSTOFA: | stated that neither one of
us are property owners, we both | ease the place.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now sir, let ne ask
you a question, sir. Didyou raise this as an issue
at the roll call hearing?

MR. MOSTOFA: | did.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Were you instructed
to put sonething in witing like a formal witten
nmotion? O -- so tell nme what happened. And the
reason why |'m asking that because | didn't have the
transcript fromthe roll call hearing for that day.

| mean, what | have from Decenber 15th, it
was that standing was granted. But | don't have
copies currently of the conversations that were held.

But I'mjust saying, sir, so did you raise that with
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the board' s agent --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR. MOSTOFA: Yes. So Ms. Fletcher --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  I'msorry. W is
speaki ng? Sonebody is speaking. | don't know who
el se is speaking. Can you just nute your |ine,
pl ease? |1'mjust talking to one person. o ahead,
sir. o ahead, sir.

MR. MOSTOFA: Yeah, so Laverne Fl etcher
she kind of, like, reaffirmed that neither one of us
-- or he said he's not a property owner. He doesn't
have st andi ng.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And what did she
ask you to do? But that's not what -- |'m/l ooking at
the results, and it says that standing was granted.
That's what it stated.

So | guess |I'mjust trying to get sone
clarification fromyou, sir. | don't have the
transcript, but | do have the results fromthat day.
So | don't know what conversations were hel d.

|"mjust -- I'mgoing to ask M. Strauss
to address it. But did she -- were you instructed to
put sonething in witing to say that you're objecting

to standing -- you're objecting to granting standi ng
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because she's not a property owner? He's not an
abutting property owner, sir?

MR MOSTOFA: As | recall last tine, | was
not asked to do that.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. M.
Strauss, what 1is your position on the -- the

allegation is that your client is not a property

owner .

(Si mul t aneous speaking.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Hol d on. And so
because --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Go ahead, sir. o
ahead.

MR STRAUSS:. | apologize. [|'mgetting
the closed captioning. But all of a sudden, | don't

have audio fromyou. So | believe I'"'mfollowng the
argunment, and | don't want to disrupt the hearing by
trying to log on and off, although that may fix it.

W contend that M. Ponomarev is the owner
of adjacent property. H's standing is proper. At the
roll hearing which | was at, | can assuredly represent
as an officer of the court that no standing i ssue was
rai sed at that tine.

There was sone di scussion in nediation.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o B~ W N PP

N N NN NN P PP R R PR R PR
g A W N P O © 0O N O 0o M W N P O

10
Mediation is, of ~course, confidential and not
appropriate to raise before the board. The appli cant
was advi sed on what he woul d have to do if he wanted
to chall enge standing. And he has yet to follow that
advice. So we contend that we are properly here today
and that we should -- the proper course of action
woul d be to schedul e a protest hearing.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Mostofa, |
can't nmake a ruling today. So what |'m asking you to
do, sir, if you are challenging standing, | need you
to provide sonething in witing to the board. You're
maki ng an oral notion.

You can provide sonmething in witing to
the agency to state that | am chal |l engi ng standi ng
because M. Ponomarev is not an owner of the
establishnment, sir. |I'msorry. He's not an owner of
the residence, so he's not an abutting property owner
because only an owner can get standing as an abutting
property owner

And, of course, M. Strauss will have an
opportunity to respond in witing. But you need to do
that, sir. So it doesn't have to -- you don't
necessarily need to have an attorney.

But just put it in witing to the agency.

Send it to ABCA legal to raise it in witing. And M.
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Strauss will respond. And then the board will nake a
rul i ng whether or not proper standing has been
established by the abutting property owner, sir. Do
you understand? M. --

MR. MOSTOFA: | understand. | just
t hought it was during nediation, we already clarified
that he's not a property owner. So | just -- |'mnot
sure why this has to keep goi ng on.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, sir. |
don't know what happened in nmediation, sir. Standing
Is granted at the roll call hearing. And so | don't
know -- as | said before, since I do not have the
transcript because | requested a transcript. There's
no transcript they have available. So | don't know.
Did you rai se these argunents there, sir, at the rol
call hearing?

MR MOSTOFA: Sorry. At the roll hearing

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR MOSTOFA: -- | didn't. But that was
because Ms. -- that's because Ms. Laverne Fletcher,
guess due to due diligence, she didn't even know t hat
he wasn't a property owner. And then in nediation, we
clarified that.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right. But
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medi ation is confidential. | don't know what happened
at mediation, sir. So therefore, you' re now before
the board. | need you to put sonmething in witing why
Is it that -- | need you to put sonmething in witing
to the agency specifically stating that vyou're
chal | engi ng standi ng because he's not a property
owner .

(Si mul t aneous speaking.)

MR MOSTOFA: So | did that actually. |1
did that.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  What did you do,
sir? And when did you do that?

MR MOSTOFA: | sent a letter attached to
-- It was sent to lIgor Ponomarev and cc'ed with ABCA
| egal on it.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR. MOSTOFA:  And this is probably, Iike,
maybe, |ike, a nonth ago.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You sent that to
our agency? You're sure?

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR MOSTOFA: Absol utely.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | have no seen
this, and | was not -- prior to making this notion, |
was not aware. So are you -- can you -- it's --
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MR MOSTOFA: | can resubmt it.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Orel l ana, can
you put the email address in the chat, please? Hold
on. Hold on. Hold on.

MR. ORELLANA: Ch, but since you are a
call user, it is ABCA Legal @lc. gov.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. M.
Mostofa -- I'msorry. One nore time for ne, please,
sir.

MR MOSTOFA: Most of a.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Mbstofa. Al
right. You did a send a letter to ABCA | egal .
However, it's ny understandi ng you did not raise
standing as an issue, sir. So what you need to
specifically place it, it's ny understanding that yes,
you did submt a letter.

But you did not raise it as an issue. So
what | need you to do, sir, is to specifically state
that you're chall enging standing and why you're
chal | engi ng standi ng, why you're challenging that this
owner does not have standi ng because he does not have
a-- heis not a property owner. And so do you have
any proof to provide to us? Wat is it -- do you have
any proof to provide to us that he's not a property

owner ?
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MR. MOSTOFA:  Yeah, | actually have the
deed to the building --
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. So --

MR, MOSTOFA: -- that the landlord sent
me.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So then
you need -- so you need then -- can you resubmt that

Information? And you also need to specifically state
your chal | engi ng standi ng because he is not an owner.
So | don't know --

MR MOSTOFA: (kay.

CHAI RPERSON  ANDERSON: From ny
understanding, you did not -- the letter that you sent
to ABCA legal did not specifically state that you are
-- that he should not receive standi ng because he is
not a property owner. So this is what | need you to
do. So you need to specifically put in witing that
you are objecting to standi ng because he's not a
property owner and provide -- attach whatever
i nformation that you -- to support your position. So
put that in witing to the agency as soon as possible.
And M. Strauss will have an opportunity to respond.
Ckay. So --

MR. MOSTOFA: Gkay. Should | also direct

it to the attorney as well?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o B~ W N PP

N N NN NN P PP R R PR R PR
g A W N P O © 0O N O 0o M W N P O

15

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You need to send a
copy to -- the docunent that you send to the agency,
you should also send a copy to M. Strauss. So you
have to al so serve hima copy at the sane -- excuse
me, at the sane tine. So send M. Strauss a copy of
t he docunent that you're filing with the board. But

MR MOSTOFA: (Kkay.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- you need to
specifically state in that letter that you are
contesting his standing because he's not a property
owner. So that needs to be specific. It needs to be
clear what is it that you're contesting.

MR. MOSTOFA: Ckay, got it.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So send
that to ABCA legal. You also provide a copy of it to
M. Strauss. And M. Strauss wll respond.

Until that issue -- so because | have no
I nformation, the board doesn't have any information to
chal | enge the decision that has been made, this matter
I's scheduled for a protest hearing on March 4th, 2026.
So therefore, I'"'mgoing to continue this case.

|'mgoing to establish that the protest
hearing is schedule for March 4th at 1:30 p. m

However, if information is provided to the agency as
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soon as possible, we will nmake a decision whether or
not standing was appropriately granted to the
protestant. If -- but | just want to -- also want to
state that if the board rules that the protestant has
standing to nove forward, | just want to advise the
parties that sevens days before the hearing, which I
bel i eve on or before February 28th, you have to
provide -- you have to do the PIP. Do you understand
what that is, sir?

MR MOSTOFA: No. Please clarify.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Now
that we've scheduled this matter for a protest
hearing, there are a fewthings that | would like to
I nstruct the applicant and the protestants about for
the protest hearing. |It's focused and addresses only
t hose issues that have been protested. The board does
not intend to hear testinony on matters that are not
relevant to this case.

You wll receive by electronic mail a
letter explaining the protest process, a copy of the
protest information form any copy of the exhibit
form You'll receive that shortly. It is inperative
that you review the rules closely and adhere to them
bef ore and during the protest hearing.

You're also required to conplete and
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submt the protest information form PIP, and the
exhi bit form seven days before the date of the
hearing. These two forns and acconpani ed docunents
need to be submtted to ABCA's legal division and to
all opposing parties in this matter. |If we do not
receive a copy of your PIP, your application, or your
protest, whichever side you' re representing nmay be
subject to dism ssal

Li kewi se, if we do not receive a copy of
the exhibit formand the exhibits thensel ves, your
exhibits will be excluded fromthe record. [|'II| put
in a finding that the opposing party has been
prejudi ced or no good cause for failure to submt has
been show. Likew se, witnesses other than a party may
al so be subject to exclusion if not identified on the
Pl P.

Accordingly, these forns are very
I nportant. They greatly assist the board in narrow ng
the protest issues, facilitating the process, and
keeping the parties on point during the hearing. They
| i kew se provide notice to the opposing parties,
enabling themto better prepare for the hearing.

As you're aware, all our hearings are now
conducted virtually. You will have 90 m nutes to

present your case and you will only be allowed to
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qualify witnesses. Al right. Wat wll occur, so
we're going to send you information about the process
In witing, about the PIP.

But what |'masking you to do, sir, is to
I medi ately send your |etter contesting standing.
Send a copy to ABCA |egal. Second a copy to M.
Strauss. He will respond. The board will issue a
deci si on whether or not standing is properly granted
to the protestant. Ckay, sir. Do you have any
questions?

MR, MOSTOFA:  No.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes or no?

MR MOSTOFA: | do not.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Strauss? M.
Strauss?

MR. STRAUSS. No, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Thank
you. So you have your marching orders. So unless
this matter -- so we're waiting to get a witten
notion fromthe applicant contesting standing. Unless
that is received, this matter then as |'ve stated is
schedul ed for a protest hearing on March 4th at 1:30.
Ckay. Al right. Thank you. Have a great day.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 11:14 a.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o B~ W N PP

N N NN NN P PP R R PR R PR
g A W N P O © 0O N O 0o M W N P O

19

CERTI FI CATE
This is to certify that the foregoing transcript was
duly recorded and accurately transcri bed under ny
direction; further, that said transcript is a true and
accurate record of the proceedings; and that | am
neit her counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to this action in which this matter was
taken; and further that | amnot a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties nor counsel enployed by
the parties, and | amnot financially or otherw se

interested in the outcone of the action.

Weckadd e

M chael Morris
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