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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
10: 53 a. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, the
next case on our cal endar is Case No. 25-PRO 00120,
The Lobby, License No. 128670.

M. Oellana, can you please el evate the
rights of the parties in this case?

MR, ORELLANA: Good norning. Karen
Cruse, access elevated. Samuel Freeman, access
el evated. Topher Mathews, access elevated. And
| believe that's all, Chairnman.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, thank
you.

Can everyone pl ease cone on canera? M.
Freeman, can you conme on canera, please?

MR. ORELLANA: | sent hima request to
unmut e.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

M. Mathews, who is M. Freeman, do you
know? You need to unmute yourself, sir.

MR. MATHEWS: Apologies. He is the
co-owner of the imredi ately adjacent busi ness.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So, he's a --

MR. MATHEWS: Property owner of the

I mredi at e adj acent property.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N NN NN P P P R R PR R PR R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N PP O

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Orel l ana, can
you -- | don't see them There is no -- the Licensee
IS not here.

MR ORELLANA: 1'Ill check in the chat.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You'l | check for
t he Licensee, yes.

MR. MATHEWS: Chair Anderson, |'IlIl point
out that the Applicant did not attend the nediation
hearing and did not, apparently, respond to any
emai | after, as far as | amaware. So, | don't know
what is going on wth them

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. 1"l
give them-- M. Oellana, put a notification in
t he chat, please.

MR. ORELLANA: WI I do.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

Al right. Let ne have the parties
identify thenselves, starting with you, M.

Mat hews, by stating and spelling your nane.

MR. MATHEWS: My full name is Christopher
Mat hews, GCGHR-I-ST-OP-HE-R MA-T-HE-WS. |
am ANC Comm ssioner for ANC 2E02, and |'m
representing the Agency for this matter.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Good norning, sir.

Good norning, Ms. Cruse. Can you pl ease
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spell and state your nane for the record?

M5. CRUSE: Good norning, M. Donovan
Anderson. My nane is Karen Cruse, K-A-R- E-N
CRUSE And I represent the Gtizens
Associ ation of Georget own.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And M. Freenan,
can you pl ease spell and state your nanme for the
record? M. Freeman, | need you to unnute. And
then you need to spell and state your nanme for the
record.

MR, ORELLANA: |I'mgoing to nessage him
in the chat.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

MR, ORELLANA: There's been no reply.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Let ne ask you, M.
Mat hews or Ms. Cruse, who are the Protestants in
this case?

MR. MATHEWS: The protesting parties are
the ANC -- | represent the ANC -- and the Ctizens
Associ ation of CGeorgetown, which Ms. Cruse
represents.

And then three people representing two
abutting properties: M. Freeman and M cheli ne
Kl agsbrun representing one property, and then Dawn

Crafton representing a separate property.
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| don't see Ms. Crafton. | understand
that Ms. Klagsbrun couldn't be here for a dental
appoi ntnent and had aut horized ne to represent her
or M. Freeman to represent her, as well.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right. So,
who are you --

MR. MATHEWS: But | don't see --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  |"'m sorry. Wo
are you here representing? You' re representing the
ANC?

MR. MATHEWS: | represent the ANC. And
then Ms. Kl agsbrun, because she coul dn't be here,
just sent an email to the ABCA rep saying that she
couldn't be here and that if Sam Freeman coul dn't
represent her, that | could represent her for the
pur poses of this hearing.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So, you are
representing her at this hearing; is that correct?

MR MATHEWS:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, fine.

| need M. Freeman to -- what is going on with M.
Freeman?
MR, ORELLANA: He is not responding.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: So, M. Freeman is

going to be protesting; is that correct?
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MR. MATHEWS: That's right.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ckay. M.
Freeman, can you unnute yourself, sir, please? You
need to unnute yourself.

Can you send hima link and tell him how
to unnute hinself, please, M. Oellana?

MR, ORELLANA: Yes. |I'msending him
visual notifications to unmnute.

M. Freeman, if you see nute at the bottom
or unnmute, a red button crossed out that says

mut e/ unnute, or you can try to log off and | og back

on.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Well, no, that's
fine.
M. Mathews, | see M. Freeman, Sanuel R
Freeman, who is the abutting -- he's a Protestant,

he's an abutting property owner, and he's here at
the hearing today. He's having sone technical
I ssues, but fine.

However, the Licensee is not here. And
so, this was a protest hearing schedul ed for 10: 30.

It is 10:59, and the Licensee is not here.
MR. FREEMAN. Can you hear ne now?
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Freenan, | ust

spell and state your nane for the record, sir.
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MR. FREEMAN:. Sanuel Freeman.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Spel | your nane,
sir. The reason --

MR FREEMAN. S-A-M --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Go ahead.

MR FREEMAN. S-A-MUE-L F-R-E-E-MA-N.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you, sir.
One of the reasons why | always ask folks to spell
their nane for the record, we have a court reporter.

So, we have a transcript to nake sure that once
we have the witten transcript, your nane is spelled
correctly in the record.

So, that's one of the reasons why, no
matter how sinple your nanme is. That is the nain
reason why | always ask folks to spell their nane
for the record, state and spell their nanme for the
record so when we have the witten transcript, then
your nane is stated and spelled correctly, okay?

MR. FREEMAN:. Thank you. |I'msorry | was
having trouble with the nute and unmnute.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  That's fine, sir.

That's fine.

Al right. As | stated before, this is

a protest hearing scheduled for 10:30. It is now

11 o' cl ock. |'ve call ed the case. The Licensee

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N NN NN P P P R R PR R PR R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N PP O

IS not here.

| am therefore, going to nake a notion
that this renewal application be dism ssed.

|s there a second?

MEMBER QUINN: Ms. Quinn, | second.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ms. Qui nn has
second the motion. We'IIl have a roll call vote.

M. Gant?

MEMBER GRANT: M. Gant, | agree.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ms. Qui nn?

MEMBER QUINN:  Ms. Quinn, | agree.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Meadows?

MEMBER MEADOWS: M. Meadows, | agree.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Jones?

MEMBER JONES: M. Jones, | agree.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: And M. Anderson,
| agree. The matter passes 5-0.

What this nmeans, the Board will issue a
decision wthin the next ten days dism ssing the
renewal application. Wthin this period of tineg,
the Licensee will have to provide us good cause why

they failed to appear at this hearing today.

If they fail to provide us reasonabl e cause

why they failed to appear at the hearing this

norning, the Board will dismss its application.
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And so, therefore, they would have to start this
process again.

And probably what the Agency will do is
basically issue -- the Agency will, therefore, issue
a cease-and-desi st because they do not have a
| i cense, so they cannot continue operating.

This matter, then, this matter will be
concluded if they do not respond within the period
once this order is issued.

If they renew, if they provide us
reasonabl e notice, or if they have to renew their
application, the parties who are protesting the
renewal , all you have to do is just ask the Agency
to reinstate your protest.

You don't have to file -- you wouldn't have
to file a new protest. You just have to informthe
Agency that you're renew ng your protest against
the renewal application, okay?

MR. MATHEWS:  Sounds good.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. So, as

| stated, we will issue a Board order dism ssing
t he renewal

And they have -- | can't hear if you're
saying sonething, M. Freeman. | don't know |

see your nouth is noving, but you' re on nute.
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10

MR. FREEMAN. May | ask a question?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  What is the
question, sir?

MR. FREEMAN. During this process, are
they allowed to continue business?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The Board will
I ssue -- they'll have the ten days. The Board wil|
| ssue an order dismssing their application, and
that will be issued within ten days. |f they fai
to renew, then the Board will have to issue a
cease- and- desi st.

MR. FREEMAN. All right, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: But again, there's
process and procedure. It wll be on our cal endar
that we're going to issue a cease-and-desist if they
fail to respond within ten days after the Board order

MR. FREEMAN. All right, thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- is issued
dism ssing their renewal application, okay?

MR. FREEMAN. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right, thank
you. You have a great day.

MR. MATHEWS: Thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N DD MDD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b wWw N B+, O

MS. CRUSE:

(Wher eupon,

Thank you.

11

t he above-entitled nmatter

went off the record at 11:05 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that 1| am neither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.

N

Lauren Matti son
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