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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
10: 54 a. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The next case on
our calendar is a public hearing on the d over Park
Mor at ori um Zone Rul emaking. M. Orellana, can you
pl ease see if there's anyone online who wi shes to
testify on the d over Park Moratorium Zone
Rul emaki ng?

MR, ORELLANA: Sure thing. Jackie
Bl unent hal , access elevated, and |I believe that's
all, Chairmn.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, thank

you. Ms. Blunenthal, can you conme on canera,

pl ease?

M5. BLUMENTHAL: I'mtrying to find where
to do that.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ckay.

M5. BLUMENTHAL: Onh, | see it.

MR, ORELLANA: You see "start video?"

M5. BLUMENTHAL: Yes, | got it. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Good
norning, nma'am Can you pl ease spell and state your
name for the record?

M5. BLUMENTHAL: Yes. Good norning, M.
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Chai rman and nenbers of the Board. M nane is
Jacki e Blunenthal, J-A-CK-1-E
B-L-UME-NT-HA-L, and | amrepresenti ng ANC- 3B
t oday.
| ama former ANC representing the area
of A over Park closest to the commercial area. |
was representing it for sixteen year, up until | ast
year. No one else fromthe ANC was avail abl e, and
they asked ne to fill in. So, |I hope that's
appropri at e.
CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Hol d on. Just
hold on one mnute, please. Al right.
Good norning again. Today, the Board is
conveni ng on a rul enaking hearing to review ANC-3B' s
request to review the d obal Park Mratorium and
to add one tavern license to the noratorium area.
Since 1994, a noratoriumon the issuance
of certain alcohol beverage |icenses has existed
in the dover Park nei ghborhood.
The current areas of the G over Park
Mor at ori um Zone and the scope of the noratorium zone
may be found in Section 308 of Title 23 of the DCWVR
The current noratorium zone extends
approximately 1,200 feet from 2436 W sconsin
Avenue, NW Washi ngton, DC, 20007, which is the
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| ocation of the Wsconsin Avenue Inports LLC, trade
name Pearls Wne & Spirits, holder of a Retailer
G ass A license, ABRA |icense nunber 100880.

Wthin the noratorium zone, the issuance
of new nightclub nultipurpose facility and tavern
|'icenses are currently prohibited.

The noratorium zone does not apply to
hotels, or prohibit the transfer of |licenses within
t he noratorium zone.

This noratorium zone further prohibits the
transfer of licenses fromoutside the zone into the
zone. The noratoriumw | expire on March 31, 2026,
i f not renewed.

The Board will not hear from w t nesses
under a new, unless the noratoriumends ANC s
proposal to add one tavern license to the noratorium
ar ea.

The Board will first hear fromthe ANC,
and then other interested parties. So, go ahead,
Ms. Bl unent hal .

M5. BLUMENTHAL: Okay. As | said, |
represented this area for sixteen years, so |'ve
been involved in the renewal and extension of the
nmor at ori um si nce 20009.

In every renewal, we have eased the
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nmoratorium which started out as bl ocking every
i cense.

We are now, as you know, down to limting
taverns and clubs. W have several concerns about
why we're doing that. One of themis that we have
a |l ot of established restaurants here, and we fear
that the restaurants mght switch their license to
serve only al cohol, and no food.

We'd |like to keep our restaurants, and we
are working closely with themto help them sustain
their existence in our neighborhood.

The vacant properties that we have here
are very large, and we fear that if a club were to
cone in and be successful in a large space, it could
upset the very careful balance we've built over the
period of tinme of noratorium to have a m xed-use,
commer ci al nei ghbor hood, commercial center.

We al so have very limted public parking
I n our neighborhood, so that people who cone here
to use the establishnents frequently park in the
nei ghbor hood, and we do have sone trouble with
| at e-ni ght di sruption as a consequence of that.

| ncreasing the foot traffic late at night
for club business would be disruptive. This is a

very densely popul at ed nei ghborhood. People live
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next to, near, or across the street from and behind
all of our licensed establishnents.

The ot her concern that we have is that we
are the hone of one of the grandfathered adult
entertai nnment clubs that is in the nei ghborhood.

And whil e we have made our peace with it
because it's not going anywhere, it does still
provi de disruptions at three or four o'clock in the
norning. And we've had sone viol ence connect ed
with it in recent years. So, there is a history
of concern about cl ubs.

As is our practice, the ANC is giving
wei ght to the people who live closest to the
comercial area. W tend to think that people who
are nost involved in the issue should have wei ght
on the issue.

And the concern about lifting the
nmoratorium as | said, would be about cl ubs
di sruption of the peace, order, and quiet parking.

But we are willing to try, as we have done
for the whole extent of the noratorium to ease it
alittle bit this time and see where we are in three
years, which is why the request has said to renew
it for three years and allow one tavern |icense,

and see how t hat goes.
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So, I think that's all | need to say right
now. But |'m happy to take questions on this.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | guess just a
gquestion in general. Wen you say "all ow one tavern
license," so is this to allow an establishnment there
to change froma restaurant to a tavern, or is this
to allow a newentity to cone into the area? Which
one is it that you're seeking?

M5. BLUMENTHAL: | think we're open to
either option. The fear, given the fact that all
restaurants are struggling right now, the fear is
that if we had unlimted tavern licenses, it's
possi ble that at | east two or three of our
restaurants mght inmediately stop serving food as
soon as they could swwtch their license. W don't
know.

So, our idea to open up one license is to
see if it attracts a new person, or if it causes
a restaurant to want to becone a tavern.

And we're just fearful of having an
unlimted nunber in the nei ghborhood, because it
will, in our view, destabilize the piece, order,
and qui et that we have managed to establish over
t he years.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: You are aware t hat
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sone restaurants have tavern |licenses, and they are
truly restaurants, but they have a tavern license
because by having a tavern |icense, you don't have
to file the quarterly reports with the food and --
are you aware of that?

M5. BLUVENTHAL: Yes, | am And our
concern is that that reason woul d nake everybody
swtch, and then when they're not required to serve
a certain anmount of food, they won't. And then the
food offerings in the nei ghborhood will go down and
we'll only have bar food avail abl e.

But as | said, people are very tentatively
concerned about this, but willing to be open-m nded
enough to try one for three years, and then lift
the whole thing in three years, if that's what it
cones to.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Are you -- and |
don't have this information. And so, do you know
how many restaurant |licenses are currently in the
area?

M5. BLUMENTHAL: | woul d guess sonewhere
between ten and fifteen.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ten and fifteen?

Do you know currently how nmany tavern |icenses,

I f you' re aware?
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M5. BLUMENTHAL: We have no tavern
licenses. And the only club Iicense we have is the
CX for Good Quys.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. 1'm
sorry ma'am go ahead.

M5. BLUMENTHAL: | was going to say, we
had a tavern license and it was one of the major
di sruptors of the nei ghborhood. So, there is a
little bit of history of concern, although that was
a while ago.

MR, ORELLANA: Al right, thanks. Any
questions by any Board Menbers? Any final comments
you want to nake, ma' anf

M5. BLUMENTHAL: Well, we believe that the
norat ori um has really hel ped our nei ghborhood and
it's kept it mxed-use-resilient, and we've
survived the pandemc with very little shutdown.

Sonme of our restaurants have been here for
twenty, thirty years, fifty years, even. And so,
we're really grateful for the noratoriumto exi st
in that respect, and we are using it as best we can
as a devel opnent and stabilizing tool for the
commerci al center.

So, we hope that you will listen to the

nei ghbor hood and extend the noratoriumfor three
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10
nmore years, and let us test out opening up a tavern
license. One tavern license. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You' re wel cone,
ma' am  Thank you very nuch for your presentation
this nmorning, to represent on behalf of the ANC
The Board will take this matter under advi senment
and a rulenmaking at a future neeting. Thank you
very much, and you have a great day.

M5. BLUMENTHAL: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 11:05 a.m)
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