
· · · · · · · · · · DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
· · · · · · · · · · · · · + + + + +
· · · · · ·ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE AND CANNABIS BOARD
· · · · · · · · · · · · · + + + + +
· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·MEETING

· 
· · ·-------------------------=
· · ·IN THE MATTER OF:· · · · :
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · :
· · ·Amsterdam, LLC,· · · · · :
· · ·t/a Amsterdam Cafe &· · ·:
· · ·Lounge· · · · · · · · · ·:
· · ·1208 U Street NW· · · · ·: Protest
· · ·Retailer CT - ANC 1B· · ·: Hearing (Status)
· · ·License No. 115239· · · ·:
· · ·Case #25-PRO-00109· · · ·:
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · :
· · ·(Application to Renew the:
· · ·License)· · · · · · · · ·:
· · ·-------------------------=

· · · · · · · ·Wednesday
· · · · · · · ·January 14, 2025
· 

· · · · · · · ·The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Board
· · ·met via WebEx videoconference, Chairperson Donovan
· · ·W. Anderson presiding.

· 
· · ·PRESENT:
· 
· · ·DONOVAN W. ANDERSON, Chairperson
· · ·RYAN JONES, Member
· · ·DAVID MEADOWS, Member
· · ·TERI JANINE QUINN, Member

· 
· · ·ALSO PRESENT:
· 
· · ·JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA Staff
· · ·BEKALU BAYABILE, Applicant
· · ·MATT FAY, ANC 1B
· 

· 

· 
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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·10:41 a.m.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, the

·4· ·next case on our calendar is Case Number

·5· ·25-PRO-00109, Amsterdam Cafe and Lounge, License

·6· ·Number 115239.· This is also ANC 1B. I'm not sure.

·7· · · · · · ·So, Mr. Orellana, could you please elevate

·8· ·the parties in this case?

·9· · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· Sure.· I don't see any of

10· ·the Licensees, but I do see call in users.· So I'll

11· ·elevate just to make sure.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Is there anyone

13· ·here from Amsterdam Café and Lounge?

14· · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· I'll ask again in the chat.

15· · · · · · ·MR. FAY:· And, Mr. Chair, while he's

16· ·checking, ANC 1B reached and approved the settlement

17· ·agreement with Amsterdam at our commission meeting

18· ·last Thursday.· That settlement agreement was

19· ·submitted.· And so· the owner may have not thought

20· ·that they needed to appear today because the

21· ·settlement agreement had been signed by both the

22· ·ANC and by the owner in advance of this hearing

23· ·today.

24· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, thank

25· ·you then for that representation, Mr. Fay.

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· · · · · · ·I'm going to postpone this hearing for --

·2· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· Yes, I'm here.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· I'm sorry.

·4· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· Yes.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· You're here for --

·6· · · · · · ·(Simultaneous speaking.)

·7· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· I'm Mr. Bekalu Bayabile,

·8· ·here.

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· I'm sorry,

10· ·introduce yourself for the record, sir.

11· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· Yes, Bekalu Bayabile,

12· ·Amsterdam Cafe Lounge owner.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And spell your

14· ·name for the record, please, sir.

15· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· Sure.· It's B-E-K-A-L-U,

16· ·last name B-A-Y-A-B-I-L-E.

17· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And what is your

18· ·relationship to the establishment, sir?

19· · · · · · · MR. BAYABILE:· I'm the owner of the

20· ·establishment.

21· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Good morning.

22· · · · · · ·Good morning, Mr. Fay.

23· · · · · · ·MR. FAY:· Good morning.

24· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, just

25· ·introduce yourself again for the record.· This is
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·1· ·a completely different case, so we have to go back

·2· ·through the same processes as earlier this morning.

·3· · · · · · ·(Laughter.)

·4· · · · · · ·MR. FAY:· I understand, and I appreciate

·5· ·that.· Matt Fay representing Commission 1B.· First

·6· ·name is Matt, M-A-T-T, last name is Fay, F, as in

·7· ·Frank, A-Y.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you very

·9· ·much.

10· · · · · · ·And so this is a different case, a

11· ·different transcript, so we are -- for each of· the

12· ·cases, although the parties might be the same, but

13· ·it's a different case, a different transcript order.

14· · Thank you.

15· · · · · · ·And so you made a representation, Mr. Fay.

16· · Can you make that a part of the record, please,

17· ·sir?

18· · · · · · ·MR. FAY:· I can, and would also look for

19· ·the owner of the Amsterdam to confirm· his

20· ·understanding.

21· · · · · · ·The ANC, at its public January meeting

22· ·scheduled last Thursday, approved by the commission

23· ·a settlement agreement with Amsterdam Cafe.

24· · · · · · ·That settlement agreement was signed by

25· ·the commission, transmitted to the owner of
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·1· ·Amsterdam, and my understanding, although I have

·2· ·not seen a copy of it, is that Amsterdam signed it.

·3· · So we understand that we have an agreed upon

·4· ·settlement agreement in this case.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Sir?

·6· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· Bekalu Bayabile.

·7· · · · · · ·(Simultaneous speaking.)

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· No, I guess your

·9· ·name on there is written.· Mr. Bayabile, please,

10· ·what's your understanding of the status of this

11· ·case, sir?

12· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· Yes, correct.· Mr.· Matt

13· ·is absolutely correct.· So I just signed up with

14· ·the settlement that we argued with, and that's it.

15· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Have the parties

16· ·submitted this agreement to the agency?

17· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· Say that again, please?

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· When --

19· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· I'm sorry, go ahead.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· When will· this

21· ·agreement be provide to the agency?

22· · · · · · ·MR. FAY:· I'll respond on behalf of the

23· ·commission.· My understanding is that we have

24· ·received the signed document back from Amsterdam.

25· · I believe that it is currently kind of in queue
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·1· ·to be transmitted to ABCA.

·2· · · · · · ·I will reach out to our team today and

·3· ·ensure that that settlement agreement is

·4· ·transmitted to ABCA Legal no later than Friday of

·5· ·this week.· And, hopefully, that transmittal will

·6· ·happen today.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Thank

·8· ·I'm going to cancel this hearing pending the

·9· ·submission of the settlement -- no, I'm going to

10· ·-- let me continue this case.

11· · · · · · ·Based on the representation of the

12· ·parties, a settlement agreement will be provided

13· ·to the agency.· So I'm going to continue this case

14· ·for a date to be determined, okay?

15· · · · · · ·MR. FAY:· Very good.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Thank

17· ·you very much.

18· · · · · · ·MR. FAY:· All right, thank you.

19· · · · · · ·MR. BAYABILE:· Okay, thank you very much.

20· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

21· ·went off the record at 10:45 a.m.)
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

·4· ·my direction; further, that said transcript is a

·5· ·true and accurate record of the proceedings; and

·6· ·that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor

·7· ·employed by any of the parties to this action in

·8· ·which this matter was taken; and further that I am

·9· ·not a relative nor an employee of any of the parties

10· ·nor counsel employed by the parties, and I am not

11· ·financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

12· ·of the action.
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18· ·_______________________

19· ·Sam Wojack
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