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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·11:19 a.m.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Now, the final

·4· ·case on our calendar is a fact-finding hearing.

·5· ·It's Play DC Restaurant and Lounge.· This is

·6· ·fact-finding regarding temporary license and new

·7· ·license application.

·8· · · · · · ·Good morning again, Mr. Orellana.· Can you

·9· ·please elevate the parties in this case?

10· · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· Sure thing.· Good morning.

11· · · · · · ·Harry Rothstein, access elevated.

12· · · · · · ·Alexander Padro, access elevated.

13· · · · · · ·Commissioner Nicole Shea, access

14· ·elevated.

15· · · · · · ·And I believe that is all, Chairman.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, thank

17· ·you.

18· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Good morning, Mr.

19· ·Chairman and members of the Board.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Hold on.

21· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I'm sorry.

22· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Hold on one

23· ·minute, please.· Hold on.

24· · · · · · ·MR. ORELLANA:· I also elevated Carol

25· ·Mumin.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Let me start with

·2· ·the potential licensee.· Who is that?

·3· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Good morning, Mr.

·4· ·Chairman and members of the Board.· My name is Harry

·5· ·Rothstein.· I am Counsel for Legacy, Inc., which

·6· ·is the current operator of the premises formerly

·7· ·known as Play DC.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Spell your name

·9· ·for the record, sir, please.

10· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· All right.· Harry,

11· ·H-A-R-R-Y, Rothstein, R-O-T-H-S-T-E-I-N.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Is the Licensee

13· ·here?

14· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· The Licensee is with me,

15· ·yes.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So, can he come

17· ·online and identify himself for the record, please?

18· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· We had discussed that I

19· ·would appear on his behalf.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Rothstein, I

21· ·need your client to show up and identify himself

22· ·for the record, sir.

23· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Absolutely.

24· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Yes, you are his

25· ·attorney.· You're going to speak for him, but I need
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·1· ·the client to identify himself for the record.

·2· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Yes, sir.· Okay, we'll

·3· ·have him identify himself.· One moment.

·4· · · · · · ·MR. HAILE:· Okay.· Hello?

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Please spell and

·6· ·state your name for the record, sir.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. HAILE:· Okay.· My first name,

·8· ·N-E-B-I-Y-O-U, my last name, H-A-I-L-E.

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you, sir.

10· · · · · · ·MR. HAILE:· No problem.

11· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, Mr.

12· ·Rothstein, you are his representative.· You can

13· ·speak for him, but I'm not familiar with you.· I'm

14· ·not familiar with him.

15· · · · · · ·So therefore, in these proceedings, I want

16· ·the parties to be on-record, to identify themselves

17· ·for the record so we'll know who it is that we are

18· ·speaking to, okay, sir?

19· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· That is completely

20· ·understood, Mr. Chair.· Duly noted.· Thank you.

21· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· You're welcome.

22· · · · · · ·All right, let me have the ANC.

23· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Hi.· I think you may be

24· ·referring to me, Nicole Shea, ANC for 2G03.· Can

25· ·you hear me?
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Yes, ma'am.

·2· ·Spell your name for the record.· We have a court

·3· ·reporter.· I always tell everyone to spell their

·4· ·name because we have a court reporter.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Okay, perfect.· It's Nicole,

·6· ·N-I-C-O-L-E, Shea, S-H-E-A, like the butter.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And you're from

·8· ·ANC 2G?

·9· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Yes, ANC 2G03.· And Alex Padro,

10· ·ANC 2G02, I believe, is also on.

11· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Mr.

12· ·Padro, can you please -- I see your name, but you're

13· ·not on camera.· ·So, can you please spell and state

14· ·your name, sir?

15· · · · · · ·MR. PADRO:· Yes.· According to the

16· ·platform, the video is active.· So, I don't know

17· ·why you can't see me.

18· · · · · · ·I am Alexander M. Padro,

19· ·A-L-E-X-A-N-D-E-R, middle initial, M as in Michael,

20· ·Padro, P-A-D-R-O.· I am Commissioner for Single

21· ·Member District 2G02.· I'm also Executive Director

22· ·of Shaw Main Streets.· Thank you.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Good morning.

24· · · · · · ·And I see -- I'm not sure if this is your

25· ·name, but it says Carol Mumin.· I don't know if
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·1· ·that's the name of a person, but whoever that

·2· ·individual is, please spell and state your name and

·3· ·identify yourself for the record, please.

·4· · · · · · ·MR. MUMIN:· Yes.· Can you hear me, Mr.

·5· ·Chairman?

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Yes, sir, I can

·7· ·hear you.

·8· · · · · · ·MR. MUMIN:· I'm Ibrahim Mumin, and I'm

·9· ·using my wife's computer.· That's why you see Carol.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Spell your name,

11· ·please.

12· · · · · · ·MR. MUMIN:· It's I-B like in boy,

13· ·R-A-H-I-M, and the last name is M-U-M-I-N, Mumin.

14· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Sir, who do you

15· ·represent?

16· · · · · · ·MR. MUMIN:· I'm a resident.· I live about

17· ·a half-block from Play DC.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Is

19· ·there anyone else that needs to be elevated for this

20· ·matter?· All the parties are here; is that correct?

21· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Yes.

22· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Good

23· ·morning, Mr. Rothstein.· This is not what we

24· ·normally do because this is a temporary.

25· · · · · · ·Let me just provide some background.
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·1· ·Legacy DC, Play DC Restaurant and Lounge, applied

·2· ·for a CT license on December 16, 2025.

·3· · · · · · ·The Board is also aware that the ownership

·4· ·may be hosting events while its application is

·5· ·pending under the auspices of a temporary license.

·6· · · · · · ·The Board is further aware that there have

·7· ·been events that have generated numerous community

·8· ·complaints and concerns regarding activities at

·9· ·this location.

10· · · · · · ·The Board has convened the fact-finding

11· ·hearing to get information from the Applicant

12· ·regarding its prior activities, future plans,

13· ·proposed application.· The Board will also hear

14· ·comments from the public.

15· · · · · · ·The Board also knows that this is a

16· ·fact-finding hearing and no formal action will be

17· ·taken by the Board.· Nevertheless, information

18· ·gathered today may be considered by the Board in

19· ·reviewing future applications.

20· · · · · · ·All right.· As I stated, Mr. Rothstein,

21· ·it's a fact-finding hearing.· The parties are not

22· ·under oath.· The parties are not sworn.

23· · · · · · ·The Board cannot legally at a fact-finding

24· ·hearing order any party to take any specific action.

25· · We're just gathering information.
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·1· · · · · · ·Typically, when temporary license

·2· ·applications are filed, there is no fact-finding

·3· ·hearing unless there is information for us to try

·4· ·to investigate.· The community is also not involved

·5· ·routinely when temporary license applications are

·6· ·applied for and granted.

·7· · · · · · ·So, I just want to put the community on

·8· ·notice that it is not routine for the Board to

·9· ·receive community input on a temporary license

10· ·application.· These are just routine applications.

11· · These are temporary licenses that are applied.

12· · · · · · ·If the applicant has provided the Board

13· ·with the legally required documentation, the Board

14· ·will instruct the Agency to move forward in issuing

15· ·the license if the criteria for a temporary license

16· ·has been granted and provided.

17· · · · · · ·So, I just want to put the community on

18· ·notice, just the process about moving forward, that

19· ·the Board does not routinely have the community

20· ·involved in requests for temporary licenses.

21· · · · · · ·When a permanent license has been

22· ·requested, of course, the community is involved

23· ·because there's a protest process where the

24· ·community can if it so desires -- once we have

25· ·provided notice through placarding, then the
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·1· ·community can decide to protest or not protest, or

·2· ·they can engage with the applicant regarding their

·3· ·license application.

·4· · · · · · ·All right, let me see.· All right, any

·5· ·questions before?

·6· · · · · · ·Basically, what I'm going to do, I'm going

·7· ·to ask your client, Mr. Rothstein, some questions.

·8· · You can answer if you're able to answer on his

·9· ·behalf, or he can answer, but I have some questions

10· ·that the Board would like to be answered.

11· · · · · · ·Once I've asked those questions, then I

12· ·will ask questions of the community.· And the

13· ·community can provide whatever input they so desire,

14· ·but I just want to let -- as I said before, the Board

15· ·is not going to use this hearing to accept or deny

16· ·any future.

17· · · · · · ·We're not going to make a decision with

18· ·this hearing to say, okay, fine.· We're not going

19· ·to grant any further temporary licenses and we're

20· ·not going to approve or disapprove an application

21· ·for a new license because, as I said before, this

22· ·is a fact-finding hearing.

23· · · · · · ·We're just trying to gather information.

24· · And because the Board and the Agency have received

25· ·a significant number of communications from the
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·1· ·community, we decided to have a fact-finding hearing

·2· ·just to gather some more information from the

·3· ·Applicant and also from the community, okay?

·4· · · · · · ·All right.· So, Mr. Rothstein, on behalf

·5· ·of your client, maybe you can just give us a proper

·6· ·-- tell us who your client is.· What is it that

·7· ·they're trying to do?

·8· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Okay.· Thank you very

·9· ·much, Mr. Chairman.

10· · · · · · ·Well, my client is Legacy, Inc., who is

11· ·the new subtenant of the space that was formerly

12· ·occupied by the Play DC Restaurant and Lounge, which

13· ·was a nightclub with a checkered history, to say

14· ·the least.

15· · · · · · ·It's certainly understandable why the

16· ·community would have their concerns with a new

17· ·operator in this space, especially given the

18· ·circumstances of those temporary events on December

19· ·24th, 26th, and 27th.· That was not intended to be

20· ·the beginning of the new operation which is planned

21· ·at the location.

22· · · · · · ·Legacy, Inc., plans to completely

23· ·discontinue use of the Play DC trade name at this

24· ·time.· They are working towards opening a sports

25· ·bar and grill at that location and would be
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·1· ·requesting some late-night licenses from ABCA on

·2· ·Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.

·3· · · · · · ·I was actually the attorney involved with

·4· ·the eviction of the original subtenant after a

·5· ·conflict check.· I ended up also representing the

·6· ·new subtenant in an odd twist of things.

·7· · · · · · ·So, I am well acquainted with the history

·8· ·of Play DC and the concerns of the community, which

·9· ·I've discussed with my client.· He takes it very,

10· ·very seriously.

11· · · · · · ·And he wants to -- understanding that we

12· ·might have gotten off to a bad start with the

13· ·community, to say the least, given the circumstances

14· ·and the use of that Play DC trade name, we want to

15· ·use this as an opportunity to engage and address

16· ·some of the community's legitimate concerns about

17· ·any entity operating in that space, given its

18· ·history.

19· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So, who is the new

20· ·owner of this -- okay, what is the name of this new

21· ·-- I don't have the application in front of me or

22· ·any of the previous temporary applications, and I

23· ·don't have a copy of the new licensing application.

24· · What's the name of this establishment?

25· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Well, Mr. Chairman, the
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·1· ·name of the establishment on the temporary licenses,

·2· ·it was in the corporate name.· So Legacy, Inc.

·3· · · · · · ·And then it was trading as, which is a

·4· ·registered trading name of Legacy, Inc., at this

·5· ·point in Washington, DC, Play DC.

·6· · · · · · ·To give a little context as to the choice

·7· ·of that name in those temporary events which

·8· ·occurred in December, there were promoters and other

·9· ·individuals involved who no longer have a

10· ·relationship with the owner of Legacy, Inc., who

11· ·were kind of trying to organize events, including

12· ·the one on New Year's.

13· · · · · · ·Which, following the cease-and-desist

14· ·order issued by the LCP, Legacy, Inc., canceled the

15· ·event on New Year's and has currently, as of now,

16· ·suspended any future operations until we have all

17· ·the proper licensing and permitting, especially

18· ·with the LCP but also with ABCA, to run a legitimate

19· ·entity.

20· · · · · · ·We want to get started and comply with any

21· ·stipulations that ABCA or DLCP might have regarding

22· ·the space.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Well, I can't tell

24· ·DLCP what to do --

25· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Of course.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· -- or what it is

·2· ·that your client decides to do with DLCP.· So, I'll

·3· ·stay in my lane as far as ABCA is concerned, but

·4· ·how is it that this new owner is using the same trade

·5· ·name as the previous entity?· How can you use the

·6· ·same name?

·7· · · · · · ·Let me back up.· So, this entity that

·8· ·applied for the temporary and this entity that

·9· ·applied for -- all right.· The entity that applied

10· ·for the temporary is -- what's the name of the entity

11· ·that applied for the temporary licenses?

12· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· That would be Legacy,

13· ·Inc., Mr. Chair.

14· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Is

15· ·this the same entity that applied on December 15th

16· ·or 16th for a permanent license?

17· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I believe so.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· So,

19· ·who are the parties behind -- who owns this entity?

20· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· So, the beneficial owner

21· ·and my client, I think the sole owner, is Nebiyou

22· ·Haile.

23· · · · · · ·He's a businessman who has an extensive

24· ·history of operating sports bars.· He has operated

25· ·some nightclubs successfully and without any kind
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·1· ·of safety issues for the past 20 years.

·2· · · · · · ·He is the proprietor of Champion Sports

·3· ·Bar, which has been operating for the last decade

·4· ·approximately.· And that's located at 3825-H South

·5· ·George Mason Drive in Falls Church, Virginia.

·6· · · · · · ·I would welcome the Board to do their

·7· ·research on his other entities to see that these

·8· ·are professionally run operations, and there are

·9· ·really no issues when it comes to security or safety

10· ·incidents related to those establishments.

11· · · · · · ·He was also the proprietor of the Chrome

12· ·Cafe, which was also located in Falls Church.· That

13· ·was a substantial sports bar and lounge that,

14· ·unfortunately, had to close following the COVID-19

15· ·pandemic.

16· · · · · · ·He has also spent time over the past 20

17· ·years managing and being in charge of operations

18· ·for another lounge in the United Arab Emirates and

19· ·in Ethiopia, which is his home country originally.

20· · But again, he has extensive experience in operating

21· ·these entities.

22· · · · · · ·I think there was an issue prior to our

23· ·representation regarding getting my client adequate

24· ·knowledge as to the process and procedure of

25· ·securing an ABCA license in DC.· Just in general,
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·1· ·with the LCP, I know that's a separate issue that

·2· ·really doesn't have any bearing on what the Board

·3· ·is seeking today.

·4· · · · · · ·I think it would explain combined with the

·5· ·fact that there were some influences from promoters

·6· ·and other individuals who, I think, had their own

·7· ·motives.· Some of them we've since found out were

·8· ·affiliated with the former Play DC.

·9· · · · · · ·That also was a factor in my client's

10· ·decision to cease further operation until we could

11· ·reorganize and make sure that we engage with the

12· ·community and do things the proper way.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, your

14· ·client -- I'm sorry, what's your client's name

15· ·again?

16· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· His last name is Mr.

17· ·Haile.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Haile.· So

19· ·you're saying Mr. Haile is the 100 percent owner

20· ·of the entity; is that correct?

21· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Yes.· I believe that that

22· ·should also reflect on the beneficial ownership

23· ·records with DLCP, which are publicly available,

24· ·Mr. Chair.

25· · · · · · ·If I am mistaken, I believe he's the only

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·listed beneficial owner of Play DC -- sorry, not

·2· ·Play DC.· Play DC is a trade name that was also

·3· ·registered by Legacy, Inc.· I just wanted to clarify

·4· ·and correct myself.· I'm referring to Legacy, Inc.,

·5· ·with respect to Mr. Haile.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So, Mr. Haile,

·7· ·does he currently have a business license to operate

·8· ·a business in DC?

·9· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Well, Mr. Chair, the issue

10· ·-- and this is largely, I think, what DLCP's concern

11· ·was -- is that no basic business license had been

12· ·secured prior to the events hosted in late December.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· No, I'm not

14· ·talking about -- I'm just saying --

15· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· At the moment?

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· At the moment.

17· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Mr. Chair, my client does

18· ·not have a basic business license yet.· We are

19· ·actually going to submit our application following

20· ·a health inspection, which will occur at the

21· ·premises at the end of this week.

22· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Is there a

23· ·Certificate of Occupancy?

24· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· There is a Certificate of

25· ·Occupancy, Mr. Chair.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And you're saying

·2· ·he is the subtenant, sublessee, so he does have a

·3· ·lease with the landlord for this space?

·4· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Yes, he does.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· How many years is

·6· ·his lease for?

·7· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I think the initial term

·8· ·-- again, this is to the best of my knowledge --

·9· ·is a ten-year lease.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And so you're

11· ·saying -- because it's a lease, has the landlord

12· ·approved his lease, approved the premises to have

13· ·temporary events until a permanent license is

14· ·issued?

15· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· To my knowledge, there is,

16· ·at a minimum, no objection from the landlord.· And

17· ·they are informed of the developments that have been

18· ·occurring regarding the subtenant.

19· · · · · · ·There's a strong line of communication and

20· ·a good relationship between all the parties

21· ·involved, which is quite a departure from the

22· ·previous subtenant in the property.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· And based on the

24· ·terms of the current lease, is the landlord aware

25· ·of the use of the premises?
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Yes, the use of the

·2· ·premises as a sports bar and lounge, which is the

·3· ·intended use, again, of Legacy, Inc., and Mr. Haile

·4· ·in that property.

·5· · · · · · ·So, this is not going to be just a

·6· ·nightclub.· It is going to be, hopefully, if

·7· ·everything goes well, a sports bar and lounge.

·8· · · · · · ·And there will be certain nights -- again,

·9· ·Thursday, Friday, Saturday -- or depending on

10· ·certain sports events, we'll apply for extended

11· ·hours licenses as needed, but safety is an absolute

12· ·priority of my client.

13· · · · · · ·And so, before we finalize our

14· ·applications before ABCA for those permits and

15· ·licenses, which the landlord is aware of, we do want

16· ·to engage with the community and certainly the

17· ·Metropolitan Police Department, who we've been in

18· ·contact with, to develop a comprehensive security

19· ·protocol.

20· · · · · · ·If that includes metal detectors, if that

21· ·includes strict documentation, ID checks that scan

22· ·into a database, my client's willing to do whatever

23· ·it takes to address the concerns of the community,

24· ·which he completely understands.· We're not

25· ·invalidating the very strong feelings, certainly,
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·1· ·that the community has felt regarding this.

·2· · · · · · ·And I think the unexpected, the shock of

·3· ·being Play DC, at least using that trade name,

·4· ·certainly was regrettable.· It's a reasonable

·5· ·reaction from the community given, again, the

·6· ·history of the Play DC nightclub that had previously

·7· ·operated at the premises.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Does

·9· ·your client have any relationship, affiliation, or

10· ·arrangement with the previous owners of Play DC

11· ·Restaurant and Lounge, LLC?

12· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· No, Mr. Chairman, he does

13· ·not.· I can confirm he has no relation to or

14· ·connection with the previous owners.

15· · · · · · ·The only tenuous connection was we had

16· ·identified a certain promoter that was trying to,

17· ·I guess, promote the New Year's event that had been

18· ·canceled.· And that was brought to our attention,

19· ·actually, on the 31st of December, that they had

20· ·some affiliation with Play DC.

21· · · · · · ·Upon realization of that connection, my

22· ·client completely terminated his relationship with

23· ·that promoter and with all promoters.

24· · · · · · ·My client does not intend to be using

25· ·promoters for his sports bar and lounge in the
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·1· ·future.· He's not going to be hosting

·2· ·promoter-sponsored events at the premises.· It's

·3· ·going to be a fundamentally different operation.

·4· · · · · · ·And I understand they had some private

·5· ·events at the space.· I think that was the initial

·6· ·Christmas event that has been cited in the media.

·7· · · · · · ·I've been told by my client there were

·8· ·approximately 50 to 60 people there, mostly friends

·9· ·and family.· They were trying to at least get a

10· ·little bit of use for the space as they plan and

11· ·build out their new entity at the location.· This

12· ·was not intended to be a prelude to a continued

13· ·operation, and these were truly temporary events.

14· · · · · · ·I do not think they were -- again, I was

15· ·not involved with the application process for those

16· ·temporary licenses, but it did not seem that they

17· ·were issued inappropriately by ABCA.· I don't have

18· ·any concerns.· I think that ABCA issued those

19· ·temporary licenses properly.

20· · · · · · ·The reason why, again, the event on New

21· ·Year's did not go forward was because of, one, my

22· ·client's concerns with the promoters involved, but

23· ·also because the LCP had issued a cease-and-desist

24· ·at the 11th hour, which my client certainly complied

25· ·with.· And I think that that will kind of set the
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·1· ·course for their continued compliance with both ABCA

·2· ·and DLCP.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, so tell

·4· ·me about your -- you talked about your client's

·5· ·business model, that he currently owns a sports bar

·6· ·in Virginia.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Yes.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· So, tell me about

·9· ·the staffing of this establishment.· Is it the

10· ·people who were there before?· Does he intend to

11· ·bring his own crew?

12· · · · · · ·Tell me a little bit about the staff.· How

13· ·does he plan to staff this establishment?

14· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Well, at least when it

15· ·comes to management, he will be bringing people,

16· ·rotating them, obviously.

17· · · · · · ·It's hard to find staff in food service

18· ·and that industry, especially in today's climate,

19· ·but my client is working to at least figure out a

20· ·sustainable rotation to bring in experienced

21· ·management to train newer management at the future

22· ·unnamed sports bar that will not be named Play DC.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· I guess moving

24· ·forward, I know that there are some temporary

25· ·license applications currently.· What is it that
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·1· ·your client intends to do moving forward?

·2· · · · · · ·Do they plan to continue applying for

·3· ·temporary licenses, catering licenses, or are they

·4· ·going to wait to see if the Board approves a new

·5· ·license before they do any further operation?

·6· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Mr. Chairman, yes.· My

·7· ·client is going to wait to, first, make sure they

·8· ·have their basic business license, but also wait

·9· ·to apply for their full alcohol license to hopefully

10· ·resolve and address, again, the concerns of the

11· ·community, so we can make it as smooth of a process

12· ·as possible for all parties involved, including

13· ·ABCA.

14· · · · · · ·At this time, my client voluntarily

15· ·suspended any intention to apply for temporary

16· ·permits or continue operations until, certainly,

17· ·we have the proper licensing in place.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· The community has

19· ·expressed great concerns about the establishment

20· ·under the previous owners, and they have also had

21· ·some recorded incidents of violent crimes

22· ·associated with the establishment.

23· · · · · · ·How do you intend to operate and manage

24· ·this business differently; how does your client?

25· · How does your client intend to operate and manage
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·1· ·this business differently?

·2· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Well, Mr. Chairman, from

·3· ·what I've heard from various sources -- maybe the

·4· ·community would like to opine on this· -- one of

·5· ·the major issues related to Play DC was not only

·6· ·the ownership of the entity, which was questionable,

·7· ·but also some of the musical talent that they had

·8· ·chosen to perform there.

·9· · · · · · ·A few that I'm just thinking of of the

10· ·performers at the former Play DC had known gang

11· ·affiliations and were involved with other criminal

12· ·activity.

13· · · · · · ·Unfortunately, the reality of the

14· ·situation is that times when there are individuals

15· ·involved with gang activity, there is violence in

16· ·one place -- and this happens, unfortunately, almost

17· ·every week in DC -- there is some kind of

18· ·retaliation.

19· · · · · · ·So, I think it was bringing in a heightened

20· ·risk to the community by bringing some of those

21· ·performers in without doing proper security vetting

22· ·on the part of the previous owners.

23· · · · · · ·Obviously, it serves no one's interests

24· ·to have violence occur on or off the premises.· It

25· ·gives a bad reputation for the business.· Even for
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·1· ·the former owners, I'm sure it didn't serve their

·2· ·interests to have any issues there.

·3· · · · · · ·Certainly, I wouldn't even say they had

·4· ·intentionally managed the club in a way that would

·5· ·have attracted this violence.· I think there were

·6· ·some other issues and oversights that my client is

·7· ·aware of and wants to address.

·8· · · · · · ·Again, this isn't going to be a venue that

·9· ·has a consistent stream of live entertainment

10· ·performers.· The primary entertainment focus would

11· ·be live telecast, sports events being broadcast.

12· · · · · · ·Whether that's Premier League soccer or

13· ·NFL football, local, national, they're getting the

14· ·Sunday ticket, the works.· They'll have all the

15· ·channels.

16· · · · · · ·It's going to be a very different form of

17· ·entertainment at the centerpiece of this new,

18· ·proposed establishment that does not reflect even

19· ·the temporary operations of the nightclub in the

20· ·past, whether that's the friends and family events

21· ·in late December or the canceled -- I wouldn't even

22· ·say that was a previous operation, but the canceled

23· ·New Year's event that was largely coordinated and

24· ·organized by promoters.

25· · · · · · ·Which again, my client has no intention
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·1· ·to work with any promoters moving forward and has

·2· ·repeatedly expressed that they want a fundamentally

·3· ·different type of business.

·4· · · · · · ·My client has been very consistent with

·5· ·his intent to open a sports bar in the location.

·6· · And he believes that it would be a positive

·7· ·influence for the community, unlike the previous

·8· ·tenant.

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· You mentioned

10· ·earlier that your client currently has -- what's

11· ·the name of the establishment?

12· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· There is Champion Sports

13· ·Bar, or just Champion, and that's operated for the

14· ·past decade.· Again, that is in Falls Church,

15· ·Virginia.

16· · · · · · ·And then there was also a former club that

17· ·closed -- not a club, sorry -- a sports bar and

18· ·lounge, Chrome Cafe in Falls Church, Virginia.

19· ·That closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

20· · · · · · ·And I asked my client to confirm earlier.

21· · There has never been, according to him, a homicide

22· ·or any type of murder associated with his

23· ·establishments in his 20-year history of working

24· ·in the food and entertainment industry.

25· · · · · · ·They've never had an issue, not even close

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·to the issues that Play DC was experiencing.  I

·2· ·think that is worth emphasizing as well, that he

·3· ·does have a stellar track record.

·4· · · · · · ·Again, a lot of these things are public

·5· ·information.· I would welcome the community to look

·6· ·at his other successful businesses, look at their

·7· ·stellar safety record, and use that as a proxy for

·8· ·what this planned and unnamed sports bar will look

·9· ·like for the community with respect to safety.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Well, let me ask

11· ·you, why did your client -- this is a location with

12· ·a checkered history.· There was violence.· The

13· ·community vehemently opposed the establishment or

14· ·entity at this location.

15· · · · · · ·So, why does your client believe that this

16· ·is a viable location for him based on the checkered

17· ·history of the previous occupant, the opposition

18· ·that the community posed to the establishment?

19· · · · · · ·Why is it that your client believes, okay,

20· ·well, let me bring in a sports bar, or let me bring

21· ·a business into this space that has had such a

22· ·checkered history?

23· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Well, my client is a big

24· ·admirer of the Shaw community.· He believes that

25· ·it is a great place to live and to do business and
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·1· ·that Play DC was not representative of what the

·2· ·community's needs were.· In fact, it served to

·3· ·detract, unfortunately, from all the good things

·4· ·associated with Shaw.

·5· · · · · · ·He felt that by changing the nature of the

·6· ·business, it would -- he was aware of the safety

·7· ·issues before with Play DC.· It's been publicized

·8· ·widely in the news.· It's a notorious name, a

·9· ·notorious club.· This was an opportunity to come

10· ·in.

11· · · · · · ·It's a great space that is furnished

12· ·because the previous operators were evicted.· So,

13· ·it's kind of a business that is relatively easier

14· ·to complete a build-out on if it's a conversion,

15· ·which they're doing from a nightclub to a sports

16· ·bar.· That requires some logistical and some design

17· ·changes, but those are relatively minor to just

18· ·entering an unfinished space.

19· · · · · · ·So, my client had seen the opportunity to

20· ·use the previous subtenant's build-out and

21· ·capitalize on the fact that he could begin

22· ·operations with respect to construction much

23· ·sooner, but also addressing the issues of safety

24· ·and violence surrounding the previous operator by

25· ·changing the nature of the operation itself from
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·1· ·a nightclub to a sports bar.

·2· · · · · · ·And also, by vetting any kind of

·3· ·entertainment that comes through.· Again, the

·4· ·entertainment is very different.· You have live

·5· ·performers versus television sets.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, this is

·7· ·the only ask that the Board -- and the Board can

·8· ·only ask.· The Board cannot -- he can say no, and

·9· ·I don't know.

10· · · · · · ·If the Board was to consider granting of

11· ·a license, would your client object to filing a

12· ·security plan with the application?

13· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· My client would not object

14· ·at all, and we actually had discussed it before.

15· · That it was his intent, actually, to develop that

16· ·comprehensive security plan and submit that for

17· ·ABCA's review along with the application itself.

18· · · · · · ·And we would be giving a copy of the

19· ·security plan for the community to review, as well,

20· ·to alleviate their concerns.· But certainly, the

21· ·priority is to make sure that ABCA has all the

22· ·documentation it needs and then additional

23· ·documentation, given the security issues

24· ·surrounding the previous operator at the premises.

25· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· If there is
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·1· ·nothing else that this Board will hold your client

·2· ·accountable to from this hearing, because as I

·3· ·stated, it's a fact-finding hearing -- we can't

·4· ·order you to do anything.

·5· · · · · · ·The only requirement then, based on your

·6· ·agreement, is that you will -- you have agreed to

·7· ·file a security plan with your application, okay?

·8· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Yes.· Thank you,

·9· ·absolutely.· We would voluntarily agree to a

10· ·consent order in order to do so, if that is something

11· ·that the Board would like, whether today or at a

12· ·later time.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Well, as I said,

14· ·the Board, at a fact-finding hearing, we can only

15· ·ask.· You can say yes or no, but if you say yes,

16· ·then you have agreed to file a security plan with

17· ·your application, okay?

18· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I can confirm that we have

19· ·agreed.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.

21· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· My client has agreed to

22· ·do so.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Any

24· ·questions by any Board members?

25· · · · · · ·Go ahead, Ms. Quinn.
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·1· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· Good morning.

·2· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Good morning.

·3· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· I just want to make sure

·4· ·that I'm following you.· Are you suggesting that

·5· ·your client, who's a seasoned business owner, was

·6· ·aware of the history of this business of the prior

·7· ·tenant?

·8· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· He was.· He was aware.

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· And so with that awareness,

10· ·you're telling me that this seasoned business owner

11· ·thought that it was a good idea, from a safety

12· ·perspective, to operate using the same trade name

13· ·that carried that history?

14· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· No, I think that the· --

15· ·so, the idea to use the Play DC trade name did not

16· ·come from my client, to clarify.· I just wanted to

17· ·emphasize this.

18· · · · · · ·The only references to Play DC, the trade

19· ·name, in any kind of public advertisement was done

20· ·by promoters without authorization of my client.

21· · He does not want to be associated with the Play

22· ·DC trade name.

23· · · · · · ·It was registered.· I believe that was a

24· ·communication oversight with the person responsible

25· ·for filing the initial documents.· I think they were
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·1· ·just a little confused as to the location.

·2· · · · · · ·Obviously, it's something that should have

·3· ·been looked into, but things were moving very

·4· ·quickly and my client does have other concerns.

·5· ·When this was all brought to his attention on the

·6· ·31st of December, he promptly ended the relationship

·7· ·with the promoters, who were using the Play DC trade

·8· ·name and their graphics.

·9· · · · · · ·Again, he will be surrendering the use of

10· ·that Play DC trade name.· He really has no intention

11· ·to ever use it again.· He wants to start with a fresh

12· ·brand and a clean slate for the community because

13· ·it is a clean slate, effectively, when you look at

14· ·the fact that there is no connection between the

15· ·operators.

16· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· Are you also suggesting

17· ·that there was no reference to the name Play DC in

18· ·the temporary license requests?

19· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Yes.· Again, that was

20· ·more of a communication issue that is regrettable

21· ·and unfortunate.

22· · · · · · ·I know my client, he is the owner.· He's

23· ·ultimately responsible, but on recommendation --

24· ·he had not conducted business in DC before, in

25· ·Washington, DC, sorry.· He used a friend's
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·1· ·recommendation to have these things filed.· And so,

·2· ·these were kind of done very quickly.

·3· · · · · · ·And again, even the most seasoned

·4· ·operators make errors.· I think, in reality, it's

·5· ·an error that hasn't really had any profound

·6· ·consequences besides the unfortunate alarm that it

·7· ·caused in the community.· It did not reflect his

·8· ·business strategy or intent with respect to the new

·9· ·operation, but I understand your concern

10· ·completely.

11· · · · · · ·It's certainly reasonable to have those

12· ·questions given his experience, but again, I think

13· ·when you look at the time frame -- the lease was

14· ·only signed a few weeks ago.· This is something that

15· ·was kind of done very quickly and hastily.

16· · · · · · ·We've slowed down.· He's retained us as

17· ·counsel to review and make sure that we do everything

18· ·properly.

19· · · · · · ·So I think, yes, he has a tremendous amount

20· ·of experience in operating these businesses.  I

21· ·think that's the relevant portion for the safety

22· ·and security of the community, for the relationship

23· ·with the neighborhood.

24· · · · · · ·The issues regarding technicalities in

25· ·terms of licensing and those miscommunications, I
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·1· ·think that can be attributed to the fact that he

·2· ·did not have experience in DC before.

·3· · · · · · ·He was relying on a recommendation from

·4· ·a business colleague, but now has retained counsel.

·5· · So we'll do everything, hopefully, properly

·6· ·because our license depends on it.

·7· · · · · · ·I hope that addresses your concern, and

·8· ·I don't disagree with you at all.· I would have that

·9· ·question, as well.

10· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· So, is it his practice with

11· ·his other businesses not to review licensing

12· ·applications or advertisements concerning the

13· ·business?

14· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· That is not his custom nor

15· ·practice.· I think that given the kind of

16· ·last-minute nature of him being able to secure this

17· ·sublease, and kind of an excitement around the

18· ·holiday season with his other businesses as well,

19· ·he was kind of holding all directions.

20· · · · · · ·I'm not going to beat around the bush.

21· ·It was an unfortunate oversight, but it won't be

22· ·repeated again.

23· · · · · · ·He's somebody who has directed us to make

24· ·sure that everything is reviewed not only by himself

25· ·but by his legal counsel moving forward.· So, I
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·1· ·think you're going to see a much different level

·2· ·of attention to detail paid to the application

·3· ·submissions going forward.

·4· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· Okay.· And then lastly,

·5· ·with regard to the other local businesses that he

·6· ·owns, I heard you indicate that there have been no

·7· ·murders there or other kinds of, I guess --

·8· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Murder, homicide, yes.

·9· ·I would say --

10· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· So no homicide, which I

11· ·want to just start off by saying that's a very, very

12· ·low bar.· Are you suggesting that there has been

13· ·no violence at these other establishments?

14· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· There has been no violence

15· ·outside of -- when you have any drinking

16· ·establishment, regardless of how well they're

17· ·managed, how great their security plan is, security

18· ·can prevent the worst from happening, but it cannot

19· ·prevent people who have had a little bit to drink

20· ·from getting into a tussle, getting kicked out of

21· ·a bar.

22· · · · · · ·It's about addressing those issues as they

23· ·occur, quickly, and responding appropriately to any

24· ·kind of concern.· If a patron is intoxicated, they

25· ·need to be ejected.· Obviously, Play DC was at a
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·1· ·different level.

·2· · · · · · ·I'm sorry if it sounded a little facetious

·3· ·to reference the fact that there had been no murders

·4· ·or homicides because I agree.· In reality, that is

·5· ·an extremely low bar.· It's the bare minimum you

·6· ·should expect from any entity that you grant a

·7· ·license to.

·8· · · · · · ·But the reason why I said it and, at least,

·9· ·it resonated is because the nature of the violence

10· ·that was surrounding Play DC was unusual even for

11· ·a bar or a nightclub.

12· · · · · · ·There are many nightclubs in DC.· There

13· ·is some degree of violence when you go out to even

14· ·the best-managed nightclub.· There's always going

15· ·to be a little tussle, a little confrontation.· It

16· ·doesn't mean people end up dead, right.· There's

17· ·a huge difference.

18· · · · · · ·So no, I can't represent to you that, and

19· ·I would be dishonest to say, that there's never been

20· ·an incident involving any type of violence, but no

21· ·more than what you would see at any other licensed

22· ·liquor establishment in the Shaw area or anywhere

23· ·else, for that matter.

24· · · · · · ·Of course, my client and, I think, the

25· ·community and Board knows that it's just the reality
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·1· ·of any business that serves alcohol.· You'll

·2· ·unfortunately have some issues, but it's about how

·3· ·you address them.

·4· · · · · · ·It's about how you prepare for security

·5· ·concerns and, obviously, making sure that no weapons

·6· ·are present in the establishment and cooperating

·7· ·closely with the Metropolitan Police.

·8· · · · · · ·I think we'll make it a reality where the

·9· ·biggest risk of violence is someone intoxicated,

10· ·trying to gain entry to the club, and gets into a

11· ·tussle with the bouncers.

12· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· In terms of the other local

13· ·businesses your client owns, have there been any

14· ·prior incidents involving shootings, stabbings, or

15· ·weapons?

16· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· No, no, there have not.

17· · Honestly, that would have -- you put it much more

18· ·eloquently than me.· That's also another message

19· ·I was trying to get across.

20· · · · · · ·Again, while we're not saying there's

21· ·never been any kind of incident associated with a

22· ·bar -- I think that would destroy our credibility

23· ·with you -- there have been no armed incidents that

24· ·have occurred at his other establishments in the

25· ·20 years that he has been in the industry.
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·1· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· I think that's it for me,

·2· ·Mr. Chair.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Thank you.

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you, Ms.

·5· ·Quinn.

·6· · · · · · ·Any other questions by any of the Board

·7· ·members?

·8· · · · · · ·Go ahead, Mr. Meadows.

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Yes.· Good afternoon,

10· ·Mr. Rothstein.· Thank you for your time today.· I'm

11· ·finding all this quite interesting.

12· · · · · · ·You mentioned that Legacy, Inc. -- when

13· ·was that formed, incorporated?

14· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I cannot be certain of the

15· ·exact date, but Legacy, Inc., was formed in October

16· ·or November -- December, in December of 2025.· It's

17· ·a new entity.

18· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay.· So then, after

19· ·that was formed, he filled out the application on

20· ·December 9th for a full license.

21· · · · · · ·He uses the trade name Play DC, yet you're

22· ·trying to inform us that Play DC previous ownership

23· ·has no relationship to Mr. Haile?· If I say that

24· ·incorrect --

25· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I think that's accurate,
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·1· ·but if I may, and I don't mean to interrupt you --

·2· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Sure.

·3· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Again, the trade name was

·4· ·not used by my client in any direct capacity.· There

·5· ·is still signage on the premises of Play DC.· Upon

·6· ·discussion with my client, it appears when they had

·7· ·the individual responsible for submitting those

·8· ·initial --

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· But sir, when I read on

10· ·this alcohol license application of December 9th,

11· ·it says Legacy, Inc., is the proprietor and the trade

12· ·name is Play DC Restaurant and Lounge.

13· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· It does say that.· You're

14· ·absolutely right.· And again, I think that is more

15· ·of an issue regarding the paperwork.· And I know

16· ·there's -- I understand the position.

17· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Yes, I would agree with

18· ·that.

19· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· It looks bad.· If you see

20· ·the establishment today, which it's closed --

21· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· It looks as it is.

22· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· It looks as-is, yes.

23· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· It looks as it was

24· ·applied for.

25· · · · · · ·What you were saying is that it was bad
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·1· ·paperwork that he made these classifications, as

·2· ·you would, but you're also saying that he is a

·3· ·well-established, 20-year individual.· So, which

·4· ·is it?· Is it a little bit of both?

·5· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Well, he is

·6· ·well-established, but well-established people also

·7· ·delegate things, unfortunately, at times to the

·8· ·wrong people.

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay.

10· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I don't think this should

11· ·reflect on Mr. Haile's competency given the

12· ·circumstances.

13· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· To me, it reflects on its

14· ·merits as presented.

15· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Of course.

16· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· You mentioned that he --

17· ·you mentioned a heightened risk of the alleged gang

18· ·activity with the previous owner.· That's

19· ·concerning.

20· · · · · · ·You also mentioned that he is the

21· ·subtenant, and he signed a ten-year lease with the

22· ·tenant.· Who is the tenant of the building?

23· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· The tenant of the

24· ·building, there are two individuals.· These are the

25· ·individuals who evicted the previous tenants.· It
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·1· ·would be Mahrus Al Khanbashi, Saleh Salim.

·2· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Saleh Salim.· And is he

·3· ·the proprietor, the owner of the Champions in Falls

·4· ·Church, or is he the operator?

·5· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Is Mr. Haile?

·6· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Yes.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· One moment.· I can

·8· ·confirm he is the owner --

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay.

10· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· -- and not simply the

11· ·operator.

12· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· And it's great that there

13· ·haven't been any stabbings or any offenses of that

14· ·nature.

15· · · · · · ·Has that establishment been fined by the

16· ·Virginia government for any operation issues?

17· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Not to my knowledge.· And

18· ·based on my conversations with my client beforehand,

19· ·not to his either.

20· · · · · · ·But again, I will certainly review that.

21· · If anything comes up, even if it's a minor

22· ·violation, we'll be fully transparent with ABCA,

23· ·if that helps you guys in any way.

24· · · · · · ·I don't know if it bears on the new entity

25· ·or if it's something that would even be asked for,

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·but again, we are willing to cooperate where needed

·2· ·and explain.

·3· · · · · · ·I don't think there are actually any

·4· ·issues, no, none with the Virginia ABC.· None, okay.

·5· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· And at this DC location,

·6· ·are you planning to have, basically, a hookah bar?

·7· · Are you going to serve hookah?

·8· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Well, I think that depends

·9· ·on the licenses that my client's able to get.

10· · · · · · ·I don't think that -- I think that hookah

11· ·is a very popular social activity that's enjoyed

12· ·by people.· It's not only found in nightclubs.

13· · · · · · ·And I think that for many in the Middle

14· ·Eastern and East African community, hookah is a

15· ·great form of social bonding that resonates with

16· ·people who don't want to drink.

17· · · · · · ·So, I don't see there being any issue with

18· ·hookah being served there.· Of course, that is given

19· ·what the Department of Buildings wants to allow,

20· ·but yes.

21· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Certainly.

22· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· My client would like to

23· ·be able to serve hookah if that is permitted.

24· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· I have nothing against

25· ·that service.· I just find it interesting that it's
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·1· ·being labeled as a sports bar, which usually, those

·2· ·activities don't take place at a sports bar.

·3· · · · · · ·You have maybe a darts table, a pool table,

·4· ·those types of activities, but not entertainment

·5· ·and a DJ license, as your Applicant has applied for.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I would separate that from

·7· ·hookah.· If you go to places like the United Arab

·8· ·Emirates where there are -- again, not many bars,

·9· ·but when there are sports lounges, there is usually

10· ·some form of hookah or shisha, which is the tobacco

11· ·product itself, served at the premises.

12· · · · · · ·So again, I think that this is a new type

13· ·of sports bar, as well, one that appeals to people

14· ·from various cultural backgrounds.· It's bridging

15· ·the gap between the Buffalo Wild Wings in America

16· ·--

17· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Sure, sliders.

18· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· -- and a more traditional

19· ·-- he wants to have a fusion of Lebanese/Middle

20· ·Eastern food, with American options as well.

21· · · · · · ·It's really, actually, a very cool concept

22· ·for this business.· I think the community will be

23· ·excited, as well.

24· · · · · · ·And I think that it is something that you

25· ·would only find in America, frankly, because we are
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·1· ·a country with so many diverse cultures which add

·2· ·to the fabric.

·3· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· I understand, I

·4· ·certainly do.

·5· · · · · · ·Earlier, you mentioned, and I quote,

·6· ·influences from promoters.· Can you explain that

·7· ·a little bit further?· How did the promoter promote

·8· ·those New Year's Eve and Christmas Eve events

·9· ·without Mr. Haile's approval?

10· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· So, these individuals had

11· ·approached Mr. Haile and said, we'll take care of

12· ·making sure that you -- obviously, with any new

13· ·business, a big concern is drawing in customers for

14· ·any kind of event.

15· · · · · · ·This was not a test to see, like, we're

16· ·going to continue to operate like this.· It was more

17· ·trying to make ends meet while the build-out was

18· ·occurring.· It's a different nature compared to the

19· ·actual operations of the premises.

20· · · · · · ·If we could go back in time, I'm sure my

21· ·client certainly would have done things differently

22· ·with respect to, again, the private events at the

23· ·end of December and even the planned event on

24· ·December 31st.

25· · · · · · ·It's cost him time, money, and resources,
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·1· ·as well.· It's been a loss, ultimately.· And it has

·2· ·put him in a more difficult position, but he's

·3· ·rallying around and making sure that we can do things

·4· ·properly.· We're willing to do what it takes.

·5· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Well, thank you for that.

·6· · And my final question is, with his other

·7· ·establishments, does he have any documented

·8· ·instances of working with the community in Virginia,

·9· ·any good things that he's done for that community?

10· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I will let him answer this

11· ·question.

12· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Hi, Mr. Haile.

13· · · · · · ·MR. HAILE:· Hi, how are you?

14· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Good afternoon.

15· · · · · · ·MR. HAILE:· Good afternoon.

16· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· I was just saying, do you

17· ·have any instances of things -- have you made

18· ·donations, the Champions, to community groups?

19· ·Have you done anything to benefit that community

20· ·in Falls Church?

21· · · · · · ·MR. HAILE:· To be honest with you, yes.

22· · Some of the donations, every time, every year, I

23· ·donate for the Police Department of Alexandria

24· ·because I have another business there, too.

25· · · · · · ·Always they give me the sticker.· I put
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·1· ·the sticker on my car, do something like that.

·2· ·Whenever they come and when they ask, I am willing

·3· ·to help always.· That's my intention, too, for the

·4· ·new community, too.

·5· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay, thank you very

·6· ·much.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. HAILE:· If they need help with

·8· ·anything, whatever they need, I'm with them.· I'm

·9· ·part of the community.· That's what I believe in.

10· · That's how I try to approach them.· Before, I don't

11· ·own anything.

12· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Okay, thank you.

13· · · · · · ·MR. HAILE:· Thank you.

14· · · · · · ·MEMBER MEADOWS:· Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

15· · That concludes my questioning.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Yes, Mr. Meadows.

17· · · · · · ·Any other questions by any of the Board

18· ·members?

19· · · · · · ·All right.· As I said before, normally,

20· ·the community is not involved in these matters.

21· ·I'm going to give the community a couple of minutes

22· ·to ask some questions of the owner through the

23· ·attorney.

24· · · · · · ·I just want to let the parties know,

25· ·although this is the last hearing for the day, the

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·Board has been working since 9:30.· And I normally

·2· ·take a break every two hours.· I'm not going to

·3· ·elongate this hearing much longer, but I'll give

·4· ·the community some opportunity if they want to

·5· ·express.

·6· · · · · · ·We'll start with the ANC, if you want to

·7· ·put anything on the record.· I'll give you an

·8· ·opportunity to ask some brief questions of the owner

·9· ·through his attorney.· So go ahead, Commissioner

10· ·Shea.

11· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Thank you.· I appreciate it.

12· · And I thank everybody on the Board for the time

13· ·today.· This has been really helpful to hear.

14· · · · · · ·I do want to share at the start that I have

15· ·had a couple of conversations with Mr. Haile since

16· ·this all came to light.· And I do believe that they

17· ·were productive conversations that left me feeling

18· ·much better about a potential path forward and his

19· ·establishment, not Play DC, having a presence in

20· ·the community.· So, I am thankful for that.

21· · · · · · ·One thing that I would like to ask that

22· ·Mr. Haile and ABCA both consider is that if the

23· ·permanent license was submitted without all of the

24· ·ducks in a row -- for example, if it needed a business

25· ·license and didn't have it -- that that existing
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·1· ·permanent application be voided and that we start

·2· ·fresh, with everything in compliance, as it needs

·3· ·to be.

·4· · · · · · ·I think that will restore faith for the

·5· ·community in the process being fully transparent

·6· ·and open.

·7· · · · · · ·And one other question I have, the two

·8· ·leaseholders -- not the subleaseholder, which is

·9· ·Mr. Haile, but the actual leaseholders -- could you

10· ·say their names again and spell them into the record,

11· ·please?

12· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Yes, sorry.· I actually

13· ·can't spell their names right now, but it is Mahrus

14· ·Al Khanbashi and Saleh Salim.· If you go, actually,

15· ·in --

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Can you spell them

17· ·--

18· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Their names are actually

19· ·in the public record.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Rothstein?

21· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I would refer -- yes?

22· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Rothstein, can

23· ·you just spell them for the court reporter?· We have

24· ·a court reporter, so you can spell the names.

25· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Well, I can pull up -- let
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·1· ·me see.· I was actually looking at before this

·2· ·hearing in preparation -- not their names, but I

·3· ·think they should be on here, yes -- some old case

·4· ·filings for the case that I had worked on to

·5· ·represent the sublandlords in evicting Play DC.

·6· · · · · · ·So, Mr. Al Khanbashi's name is -- his first

·7· ·name is Mahrus, M-A-H-R-U-S.· His last name is A-L,

·8· ·and then the second word is K-H-A-N-B-A-S-H-I.

·9· · · · · · ·And then the other sublandlord is Saleh

10· ·Salim.· That is S-A-L-E-H, first name.· Salim is

11· ·his second name, S-A-L-I-M.· And it's Saleh, I'm

12· ·sorry.· I misspoke before, but it's Saleh Salim.

13· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Thank you.· I appreciate that.

14· · All right, I'm going to pull up my notes.· I do

15· ·want to be brief.

16· · · · · · ·And I don't know.· Is it possible for ABCA

17· ·and Mr. Rothstein to answer my question of if the

18· ·application that's currently there can be voided

19· ·so we start again with all of the proper ducks in

20· ·a row?· Is that something that we can discuss now?

21· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Commissioner

22· ·Shea, let me explain something to you, the way the

23· ·process is.

24· · · · · · ·He doesn't have to necessarily have -- I'm

25· ·not quite sure what is required when you file the
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·1· ·application.· However, before the Agency issues the

·2· ·license, he has to have a basic business license.

·3· · He needs to have a Certificate of Occupancy.

·4· · · · · · ·So, we're not going to say -- we're not

·5· ·going to require him when he -- I'm unsure if when

·6· ·he submits his application, if he has to give us

·7· ·a Certificate of Occupancy or a basic business

·8· ·license.

·9· · · · · · ·However, before the Agency actually issues

10· ·the license -- we can approve it, but until he

11· ·provides the Agency with a Certificate of Occupancy,

12· ·for all the other licenses, the license will never

13· ·be issued.

14· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Okay.

15· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Right.· You can

16· ·provide -- for example, you have businesses that

17· ·are still in the build-out.· We will approve a

18· ·license if they're in the build-out because they

19· ·have not gotten a Certificate of Occupancy as yet.

20· · · · · · ·However, the license will not be issued

21· ·until they have given it to us.· If they don't give

22· ·us -- if they never provide us a Certificate of

23· ·Occupancy, we will never issue the license.

24· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Okay, thank you.· I also would

25· ·like to share my own personal comments, and I'll
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·1· ·also echo what I've heard from many in the community,

·2· ·regarding the vulnerabilities and issues with the

·3· ·temporary licensing process.

·4· · · · · · ·I think that the temporary licensing

·5· ·process is something that is necessary for the city.

·6· · And there are certainly many valid use cases,

·7· ·something like a wedding or special event, but I

·8· ·think that this was a misuse of the temporary license

·9· ·process.

10· · · · · · ·Well, then, I think the temporary license

11· ·process is flawed in a way that is a threat to the

12· ·community and that that needs to be looked into.

13· · And I also wonder --

14· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Hold on, hold on.

15· · Let me correct the record.· That's incorrect what

16· ·a temporary license can be used for.

17· · · · · · ·You have establishments, restaurants,

18· ·nightclubs.· They can apply for a temporary license

19· ·to operate.

20· · · · · · ·And if you review our calendar every week,

21· ·you will see that lots of establishments have

22· ·applied for temporary licenses for them to operate

23· ·until they get their permanent license.· It is

24· ·routine.

25· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Well, that's deeply
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·1· ·problematic.

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· This

·3· ·establishment, I'm just saying, this establishment

·4· ·-- I just want to correct the record -- they did

·5· ·not improperly utilize the license.

·6· · · · · · ·The license can be used to operate as a

·7· ·regular license, okay?· I just want to correct the

·8· ·record for that, okay.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Okay.· Well, I would like to

10· ·provide for the record that it is my understanding

11· ·that there is no public or community notification

12· ·requirement with this.· And that is a dangerous

13· ·loophole for the community.

14· · · · · · ·I think this is a perfect storm that

15· ·demonstrates why this process is deeply flawed and

16· ·why, I think, it needs to be reviewed and corrective

17· ·measures need to be taken with a quickness.

18· · · · · · ·This was a very bad thing that happened

19· ·in Shaw.· This was a nightclub that finally had its

20· ·license revoked by ABCA.· The name of the nightclub

21· ·established, with the address where the nightclub

22· ·was, was on one of the applications and somehow,

23· ·still, it was issued.

24· · · · · · ·So, whether or not it followed the

25· ·processes and procedures that were laid out by ABCA,
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·1· ·this has revealed a flaw with that process.· And

·2· ·this is something that needs to be fixed.

·3· · · · · · ·This is scary.· And to learn that other

·4· ·nightclubs are able to use the same process to

·5· ·operate without the same kind of public notice that

·6· ·the permanent licenses afford the community is

·7· ·really concerning.

·8· · · · · · ·I think at this point, maybe I'll just --

·9· ·I have a lot more to say, but I think that's my

10· ·biggest thing.· And I know we've all been here for

11· ·a long time, so I'll close there.· I'd like to give

12· ·my neighbors an opportunity to also weigh in.

13· · · · · · ·I do want to thank the Board for getting

14· ·this onto the agenda.· And I just want to thank all

15· ·of the people in DC that worked on making sure that

16· ·Play was not open over the New Year holiday, that

17· ·it did not open.

18· · · · · · ·And I would like to thank Mr. Rothstein

19· ·and his client for that, too, because I do believe

20· ·that our neighborhood was safer as a result.

21· · · · · · ·This is very serious for Shaw.· This isn't

22· ·just, we don't like noise.· This is a very serious

23· ·safety issue for our community.· Thank you.

24· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· That's why I don't

25· ·like putting myself on mute.· Thank you,
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·1· ·Commissioner Shea.

·2· · · · · · ·Mr. Padro, you can go ahead.

·3· · · · · · ·And then I'll have you, sir, go last.

·4· · · · · · ·MR. PADRO:· Thank you very much, Mr.

·5· ·Chairman.

·6· · · · · · ·This month, I have entered my 24th year

·7· ·of service to the Shaw community and the city as

·8· ·an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner.· And in

·9· ·those 24 years, Play DC was the most egregious

10· ·example of a license of a business that should never

11· ·have been allowed to open.

12· · · · · · ·The ANC and the community never supported

13· ·the licensure of Play DC.· We supported the

14· ·licensing of an all-day breakfast restaurant.· That

15· ·was what the application was for.

16· · · · · · ·And ultimately, that license that was

17· ·granted never operated under the original plans.

18· · It instead was sold to the operators of a nightclub.

19· · · · · · ·So, the community and the ANC never had

20· ·an opportunity to weigh in on whether or not a

21· ·nightclub was appropriate in this part of the

22· ·neighborhood, which it has not been.

23· · · · · · ·In those 24 years, I have never had the

24· ·commissions that I've served on, which were

25· ·previously 2C and 6E and now 2G, issue and support
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·1· ·a single N-class license because nightclubs do not

·2· ·fit into the business type and the nature of the

·3· ·community that we serve.

·4· · · · · · ·We have made sure that all of the nightclub

·5· ·activity is up on the 1900 block of 9th Street and

·6· ·ANC 1B.· That is where the community has sought to

·7· ·have that activity focused.

·8· · · · · · ·That having been said, it is indeed, as

·9· ·Mr. Rothstein has indicated, very regrettable that

10· ·we ended up with a situation where the community

11· ·was shocked and awed by the announcements through

12· ·social media that Play DC was back.· That is how

13· ·those two sets of events were being promoted.

14· · · · · · ·It was with obvious fear for public safety

15· ·and fear for the well-being of the attendees of those

16· ·events that the ANC and the community pushed back

17· ·against this.· And we're, again, grateful for all

18· ·of the District government agencies that made sure

19· ·that at least the New Year's portion did not move

20· ·forward.

21· · · · · · ·I have subsequently met with Mr. Haile.

22· · I am satisfied at this point that he's being honest

23· ·in his intention to operate a sports bar and not

24· ·a nightclub.

25· · · · · · ·The ANC has not seen the actual
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·1· ·application, so I'm actually surprised to hear some

·2· ·elements of the application that were alluded to

·3· ·by the Applicant's Counsel related to late-night,

·4· ·related to DJs.

·5· · · · · · ·I believe that my colleagues and I on ANC

·6· ·2G will be very resistant to anything that has any

·7· ·relationship to nightclub activity.· If it's going

·8· ·to be a sports bar, it needs to be a sports bar.

·9· · · · · · ·It needs to not have the ability to morph

10· ·into a nightclub.· This is going back to the same

11· ·problem that we had with the previous license that

12· ·was issued.· It was issued for one purpose, and it

13· ·ended up being used for another.

14· · · · · · ·Trust, but verify.· We're going to be

15· ·doing our due diligence.· We'll be reaching out to

16· ·the appropriate authorities in Virginia to make sure

17· ·that the statements that have been made related to

18· ·the experiences with Champion Sports Bar and Chrome

19· ·are accurate.

20· · · · · · ·We are grateful, again, for the process

21· ·that allows for the community to actually have a

22· ·voice as to what will be happening in that space

23· ·that has such a checkered history.

24· · · · · · ·The ANC and the community look forward to

25· ·engaging with the Applicant to make sure that what
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·1· ·we put into a settlement agreement and what is

·2· ·ultimately approved by the Board actually reflects

·3· ·the community's needs, the community's desires, and

·4· ·the need to make sure that the business operates

·5· ·safely, operates professionally, and is not a danger

·6· ·to the public.

·7· · · · · · ·I'm happy to answer any questions that any

·8· ·members of the Board may have.

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· I know that the

10· ·community is very vocal.· I'm just giving the

11· ·community an opportunity to express on the record

12· ·their opinion regarding the future of this

13· ·application.

14· · · · · · ·As you're aware, Mr. Padro, the community

15· ·doesn't get an opportunity to -- they're not aware

16· ·until we decide to placard this matter.· So

17· ·therefore, if they apply for a license, once certain

18· ·criteria are met, then the Agency will placard it.

19· · · · · · ·And at that period, that is when you get

20· ·all the information, and then you are aware.· And

21· ·then the community can -- they'll have their input

22· ·in the process moving forward with the issuance or

23· ·non-issuance of a license for this location.

24· · · · · · ·Mr. Mumin?· Am I --

25· · · · · · ·MR. MUMIN:· Yes.· Actually, I pronounce
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·1· ·it Mumin, but I'll answer to anything close.

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, sir.

·3· ·You get a couple of minutes to express your views,

·4· ·sir.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. MUMIN:· Thank you, Mr. Chair.· And

·6· ·like my colleagues, I appreciate the opportunity

·7· ·for us to come before you.

·8· · · · · · ·Let me just say, by way of background, I'm

·9· ·a 51-year resident of the Shaw community.· And I've

10· ·lived in this house about a half-block from Play

11· ·DC, or whatever it's called, for 43 years.· I've

12· ·been involved professionally in the neighborhood.

13· · · · · · ·I was a consultant on the building of the

14· ·Walter Washington Convention Center, the Marriott

15· ·Marquis Hotel, City Market at O Street, and

16· ·CityCenterDC, as well as the MCI Arena.· So, both

17· ·professionally and personally, I've been involved

18· ·with the neighborhood.

19· · · · · · ·I was also very much involved in the 80s

20· ·because when I first moved here, Shaw was losing

21· ·population.· Both Blacks and Whites were leaving

22· ·because of open-air drug markets.· So, that's my

23· ·background.

24· · · · · · ·I should say, one of the things -- when

25· ·Nicole Shea came to me and told me about what was
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·1· ·going on, I didn't believe it.

·2· · · · · · ·One of the things I did not mention is that,

·3· ·for about six years, I served on the Historic

·4· ·Preservation Review Board.· One of the requirements

·5· ·that we had is that when an application came before

·6· ·us, we would not consider it if the staff could not

·7· ·certify that the appropriate ANC had been served

·8· ·and notified.

·9· · · · · · ·And so, I was curious as to how this could

10· ·take place without Nicole Shea and Alex Padro, my

11· ·commissioners, knowing about it.· I understand this

12· ·is a different kind of rule, but I think you guys

13· ·have seen how that process can be used.

14· · · · · · ·And Nicole Shea told me that in some of

15· ·the -- I'm an older guy.· I'm 78 years old.· I'm

16· ·not involved in social media, but she said on social

17· ·media, they were saying -- there was something

18· ·saying, we are back.· We are back, what does that

19· ·mean?· Because they had not been there before.

20· · · · · · ·So initially, to the owners, it looked like

21· ·you had a situation where you were running with the

22· ·hare and hunting with the hounds.· On the one hand,

23· ·you're not Play DC, but on the other hand, you were

24· ·sort of taking advantage of that.· And I just

25· ·questioned the judgment of the owners and the
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·1· ·leadership group.

·2· · · · · · ·The other thing I was curious about is

·3· ·that, when you were questioning the owner, they're

·4· ·a subtenant.· Who's the tenant, and who's the owner?

·5· · · · · · ·I know I don't have the right to ask

·6· ·questions today, but I'd be curious to know who the

·7· ·owner of the building is, 1541 or whatever it is,

·8· ·and who is the tenant.· Because if he's the

·9· ·subtenant, that's kind of confusing.· That needs

10· ·to be clarified.

11· · · · · · ·I just wanted to let you know that as

12· ·somebody who's lived on the block for more than 40

13· ·years, since Play DC came, we had cars broken into.

14· · It's a very bad feeling to walk out in the morning

15· ·and see your windshield broken with the cars, and

16· ·we didn't have that before then.

17· · · · · · ·When I moved to this block -- and I'm a

18· ·half a block away -- in 1983, four doors from me

19· ·was the headquarters for drug sales in Shaw.· But

20· ·even at the height of the open-air drug market and

21· ·the sales, we didn't have people breaking windows

22· ·on our cars.· The drug lords didn't do that.· So,

23· ·it's very important to me that we go forward.

24· · · · · · ·Someone told me that there was supposed

25· ·to be a security plan for Play DC, but they didn't
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·1· ·honor it.· And so, if there's a security plan,

·2· ·people need to honor it, because I was told that

·3· ·they were not able to get -- they were not able to

·4· ·hire police officers to do that.

·5· · · · · · ·Well, I don't care if they can hire police

·6· ·officers, but they can certainly do what Metro does.

·7· · They have people on the trains who are not

·8· ·Metropolitan Police, but they provide security.

·9· ·Anyway, that's all I wanted to say.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, thank

11· ·you for the community to express its interests and

12· ·views.

13· · · · · · ·Before doing this, I'm going to have you,

14· ·Mr. Rothstein, have the final say.

15· · · · · · ·Do any Board members wish to ask any

16· ·questions of any of the community members?· You

17· ·don't have to.· I'm just giving --

18· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I just wanted to thank you

19· ·guys for taking the time out of your busy schedules

20· ·to --

21· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Rothstein,

22· ·hold on.· Mr. Rothstein, hold on.· Hold on, please.

23· · I'm asking the Board members if they have --

24· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Oh, the Board members.

25· ·I misheard.· I'm sorry.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· You're going to

·2· ·get an opportunity, sir.· I just want to make sure

·3· ·that the Board members don't have any questions of

·4· ·the community before I give you the final say.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I'm sorry, I'm sorry.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right, go

·7· ·ahead.

·8· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· I think he took the words

·9· ·--

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Go ahead, Ms.

11· ·Quinn.

12· · · · · · ·MEMBER QUINN:· I think he took my words

13· ·because my thought was, I'm so appreciative of the

14· ·community showing up for this.· This is an unusual

15· ·step, as the Chair mentioned.

16· · · · · · ·I appreciate you taking advantage of this

17· ·and helping to enlighten us.· And also, I'm

18· ·appreciative of your willingness to continue

19· ·conversations with this owner.

20· · · · · · ·I was impressed to hear that you all didn't

21· ·-- sometimes things go wrong from the beginning and

22· ·folks go into their corners and aren't willing to

23· ·have meaningful conversations.· So, I'm glad to

24· ·hear that that is moving forward in what appears

25· ·to be a positive way.

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· · · · · · ·It was it was enlightening to hear from

·2· ·you today.· I appreciate you all who participate.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Mr. Rothstein,

·4· ·you'll have the final say, sir.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· I just wanted to thank the

·6· ·Board and yourself, Mr. Chair, for allowing us the

·7· ·opportunity to, hopefully, shed some light as to

·8· ·the situation surrounding Play DC.· Again, we are

·9· ·thankful for the work of ABCA and of the community,

10· ·the ANC itself.

11· · · · · · ·I think that a general theme of today is

12· ·it's about informed selection, knowing where change

13· ·can be effectuated and whether that's with us

14· ·referring to the DLCP stuff in front of ABCA.

15· · · · · · ·We have to remind ourselves that we are

16· ·here just for a fact-finding on the issue of the

17· ·temporary licenses.· Certainly, there may be issues

18· ·with the process.

19· · · · · · ·That might be a matter for the City Council

20· ·to decide, if they want to, but again, I don't think

21· ·it should reflect on my client in particular.

22· · · · · · ·I agree there has been an unfortunate bad

23· ·start.· I am very appreciative that the community

24· ·has reached out, like the Board member previously

25· ·said, and engaged with us to, hopefully, get to a
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·1· ·resolution that benefits everyone.

·2· · · · · · ·I'm going to stop talking because I want

·3· ·you guys to be able to go and get on with your day.

·4· · So, thank you again.· I really appreciate it from

·5· ·each and every one of you, whether you're an ANC

·6· ·member or member of the Board.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you for your

·8· ·presentation, Mr. Rothstein.· I'll say that the

·9· ·Board will take this matter under advisement.

10· · · · · · ·I will advise the community that,

11· ·typically, when it comes to the issuance of

12· ·temporary licenses, as long as the licensee has

13· ·provided us -- there are certain requirements that

14· ·are required to be presented to the Agency and the

15· ·Board for the issuance of temporary licenses.· As

16· ·long as those are met, the Board is more likely to

17· ·issue temporary licenses.

18· · · · · · ·The Board, however, if we receive, as in

19· ·this case, community feedback or significant

20· ·community complaints regarding a location or an

21· ·establishment on their activities in the issuance

22· ·of previous licenses, the Board does take that in

23· ·consideration in moving to see whether or not we're

24· ·going to issue another temporary license for that

25· ·location.
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·1· · · · · · ·So, that is something that the Board does

·2· ·take in consideration when we issue temporary

·3· ·licenses.

·4· · · · · · ·Say, for example, they've had an event,

·5· ·and the community have complained to say that the

·6· ·nature of their operation is not what it's supposed

·7· ·to be.· If that same entity applies for another

·8· ·license, we will use that to say whether or not we

·9· ·are going to issue a license.

10· · · · · · ·Typically, though, when it comes to

11· ·caterers, these temporary licenses, we issue

12· ·festival licenses that are a one-day substantial

13· ·change.· You will have it unless there's a

14· ·settlement agreement that prohibits this.

15· · · · · · ·Say around New Year's Eve, you have a lot

16· ·of establishments that apply to operate 24 hours

17· ·or the extended hours period.· We approve those

18· ·licenses.· They can apply, and the community

19· ·doesn't participate in these type of issuances.

20· · · · · · ·The Board, though, if they have a history

21· ·in the sense that they're not compliant with the

22· ·law, the Board will take that information in

23· ·consideration whether or not we're going to issue

24· ·-- whether or not we're going to continue issuing

25· ·temporary licenses.
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·1· · · · · · ·I just want the record to reflect, though,

·2· ·that it's my understanding in speaking to the Head

·3· ·of Licensing and the Director that the proper

·4· ·documentation were provided to the Board and the

·5· ·Agency for the issuance of the temporary licenses.

·6· · · · · · ·And the activities that this Licensee,

·7· ·this Applicant had with the issuance of the

·8· ·temporary licenses, it was legally compliant, okay?

·9· · They did not abuse the licenses.· I just want to

10· ·put that on the record.

11· · · · · · ·I think the Board needs to or the Agency

12· ·needs to clarify on its website what it is a

13· ·temporary license can be used for.· It is a misnomer

14· ·in the sense that it's just for -- what has been

15· ·-- Commissioner Shea, the information that you

16· ·quoted is incorrect.

17· · · · · · ·You probably got that from our website.

18· · I'm not sure where you got the information.  I

19· ·believe you got the information from our website,

20· ·but that's not the proper usage of a temporary

21· ·license.

22· · · · · · ·The issuance of a temporary license can

23· ·be used for the operations that this Applicant had

24· ·used it for, okay?· All right.

25· · · · · · ·I said before, the Board will use in the
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·1· ·issuance of -- if there are any requests for other

·2· ·temporary licenses for this location, the Board will

·3· ·use community input as a guide.

·4· · · · · · ·The community feedback that we have

·5· ·received through the numerous correspondences, what

·6· ·we have received today through this fact-finding

·7· ·hearing, we'll use that to see whether or not we

·8· ·will issue or not issue any future temporary

·9· ·licenses for this location.

10· · · · · · ·It appeared that the Applicant will no

11· ·longer apply for temporary licenses.· I'm not sure,

12· ·but I want to let the community know that it's my

13· ·understanding there is an active application there.

14· · · · · · ·So, Mr. Rothstein, it would behoove your

15· ·client to reach out to the community, to speak to

16· ·the community, to explain to the community what his

17· ·concept is, because if the Agency decides to placard

18· ·this matter, the community will have its input.

19· · · · · · ·And at least, if you speak to the community

20· ·prior to the matter being placarded, maybe some of

21· ·the headaches or heartaches will be addressed.· And

22· ·the parties can decide what route to use moving

23· ·forward and whether or not the community favors the

24· ·business plan that he has in mind, okay?

25· · · · · · ·MR. ROTHSTEIN:· Thank you.· Thank you,
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·1· ·Mr. Chairman.· We certainly plan on doing so.

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· All right.· Thank

·3· ·you, everyone, for their presentations today.

·4· ·Thank you.· All right.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. SHEA:· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:· Thank you.· Have

·7· ·a great day.

·8· · · · · · ·MR. MUMIN:· Thank you.

·9· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

10· ·went off the record at 12:48 p.m.)
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

·4· ·my direction; further, that said transcript is a

·5· ·true and accurate record of the proceedings; and

·6· ·that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor

·7· ·employed by any of the parties to this action in

·8· ·which this matter was taken; and further that I am

·9· ·not a relative nor an employee of any of the parties

10· ·nor counsel employed by the parties, and I am not

11· ·financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

12· ·of the action.
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