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MEETI NG
IN THE MATTER OF:
Skybox, LLC,
t/a Onyx :
1813-1815 M Street NW : Protest

Retailer CT - ANC 2B . Hearing (Status)
Li cense No. 130390 :
Case #25- PRO- 00090

(Application to Renew t he:
Li cense) ;

Wednesday
January 7, 2026

The Al coholic Beverage and Cannabi s Board
met via WebEx vi deoconf erence, Chairperson Donovan
W Ander son presiding.

PRESENT:

DONOVAN W ANDERSON, Chai r person
SI LAS GRANT, JR. , Menber

RYAN JONES, Menber

DAVI D MEADOWS, Menber

TERI JANI NE QUI NN, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

JOSE ORELLANA, DC ABCA St aff
KEVI N ARDEBI LI, Protestant

ALEX MARSHALL, ANC 2B

CAMERON M XON, Applicant's Counsel
M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Pr ot est ant
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
10: 50 a. m

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The next case on
our calendar is Case No. 25-PRO 00090, Onyx, License
No. 130390.

M. Oellana, can you please el evate the
Licensee -- I'msorry, not the Licensee -- the
Protestants in this case.

MR, ORELLANA: Sure thing. Alex
Marshal |, access el evat ed.

That is all, Chairnman.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Let ne see. kay,
let nme see. Are there any groups protesting this
matter? |'mlooking here. It says --

MR, ORELLANA: Yes, | see Kevin Ardebili.

Access el evat ed.

|s there a Goup of Five or More? | guess
there's a G oup of Five or More. It says the
Rosenzwei g G oup.

MR MARSHALL: |'msorry.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, M. Marshall?

What were you sayi ng?

MR. MARSHALL: |Is this Skybox? | thought

soneone said Heist. | could be m staken.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  No, this is Onyx,
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O N Y-X

MR, MARSHALL: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Could
the parties please appear on-canera, please?

Al right, | see a nane, a blast fromthe
past on the screen. So, | would |ike that
individual to -- | have not seen himin a mnute.

Maybe he can cone on-screen while -- all right.

M. Mxon, can you please identify
yourself for the record, please?

MR MXON. Yes, M. Chair. Caneron
M xon, CGA-ME-RON MI-X-ON, Counsel for the
Appl i cant .

If it's all right now-- | can in a mnute
if it's better then -- | believe we have a
prelimnary issue.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, okay.

Wll, et ne have the parties identify thensel ves.

M. Marshal |l ?

MR. MARSHALL: Alex Marshall, ANC 2B05,
A-L-EEX MA-R- S H A L-L.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now, M. Ardebili,
can you pl ease spell and state your nane and your
representation, sir?

MR, ARDEBI LI: Thank you. Thank you,
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Chairman. |It's Kevin Ardebili, K-E-V-I-N, | ast
name A-R-D like David, E-B |like boy, I-L-1, for the
G oup of Five, along with Mke Silverstein.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. | see
M. Silverstein's nanme on the screen.

M. Silverstein, can you identify yourself

for the record?

The reason why, | have said publicly I've
been the Chairman of this Board for -- this is ny
11th year. | believe for the first five years, or

a significant portion while I was Chair, M ke
Silverstein was a nenber of this Board.

So, that's how I'mfamliar with M.
Silverstein, because he was an ABC Board nenber
during ny tenure.

So, M. Silverstein, can you pl ease spell
and state your nane for the record? | can't hear
you, sir. And this is a first.

MR, ORELLANA: Pl ease check your audio
source. |If you click the down carrot next to nute,
you shoul d see speaker and m crophone opti ons.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | still can't hear
you, M. Silverstein.

MR, SILVERSTEI N.  Now?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, M.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Silverstein. Go ahead.

MR. SILVERSTEIN. M ke Silverstein,
MI-K-E SI-L-V-EEFRS-T-E-1-N. |'"mhere in place
of Aivia Rosenzweig.

There have been sone events, bl essed
events that have happened. In the past two weeks,
she gave birth to a baby girl.

Today is, apparently, the two-week checkup
at the doctor. Al goes well there, so we can nove
on to less inportant things.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  I's this the sane
group as M. Ardebili, or is it a different group?

MR SILVERSTEIN. This is the sane group.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. Al right,
t hanks. Ckay, all right. Welcone, M.
Silverstein. Good to see you.

As | stated before, M. Silverstein was
a nenber of this Board during the period -- he was
a menber of this Board since | becane Chair. So,
that's how | becane famliar with M. Silverstein.

| just want to put it on the record that | am
famliar with M. Silverstein and how | becane
famliar with him

Yes, M. Mxon. Any prelimnary matters

you need to bring to the attention of the Board?
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MR. M XON: Apol ogies. Actually, not at
this tinme. | was m staken.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | "'m sorry. \Wat
did you say, sir?

MR MXON: | was m staken. | had seen
a notice that did not include the Goup of Five,
but | see nowthey didn't file a protest letter.

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. Well, ny
note said there is a group. That's why | asked the
questi on.

So, as far as the Licensee is concerned,
both groups were granted standing at the roll call
heari ng?

MR M XON: That is correct.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right, that's
fine. Do you have any other prelimnary matters
you need to bring to the attention of the Board?

MR M XON: None ot hers.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Ardebili, any
prelimnary matters? |'msorry, let ne go -- first,
M. Marshall. | apol ogize.

For you, M. Marshall?
MR MARSHALL: No, not at this tine.
CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Ardebili, any

prelimnary matters you want to bring to the
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attention of the Board?

MR ARDEBILI: Yes. At the nediation, we
presented a few issues to negotiate, but the
Applicant wasn't willing to negotiate onit. So,
we're going to the --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. As a
prelimnary matter, | just want to let the parties
know that if a settlenment agreement is reached
bet ween the Licensee and the ANC, then the G oup
of Five or More falls by operation of |law, just as
an FYI.

The Board cannot force the Licensee to
negotiate or for the Goup of Five or More to be
a part of a settlenment agreenment. So, | just wanted
to et you know that.

| ' ve had occasions where a settl enent
agreenment is reached between the |icensee and the
ANC, and the group of five or nore is not in agreenent
or they did not sign on and then they want to conti nue
t he protest hearing.

And | just wanted to | et you know that,
by operation of law, there is really nothing the
Board can do if a group of five or nore is not a
part of a settlenment agreenent between the |icensee

and t he ANC.
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MR. MARSHALL: M. Chair?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Who' s speaki ng?
Yes, M. Marshall?

MR. MARSHALL: Yes, | just wanted to
clarify. W' ve been working together with the
Party of Five to reach a settlenent agreenent. |
think M. Ardebili's statenent that the Applicant
hasn't been interested in negotiating it is accurate
for the ANC as wel | .

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  No, | was sayi ng
just procedurally. | was just putting the G oup
of Five or More on notice because there are many
occasions that settlenent agreenents have been
reached between the ANC and the |licensee, and the
G oup of Five or More is not a part of -- they
di sagree with the settlenent, so they want to nove
f orwar d

And so, | was just saying as a matter of
courts that if a settlenent agreenent is reached,
then the Goup of Five or Mire, if they're not a
part of it, they can't nove forward with a hearing.

So, just as a point of order, just to put them on
notice that's how the process is.

| do that to try to nake sure that | don't

have questions |later on to say, | don't agree with
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it. We still want to nove forward with a hearing
because | don't know what the ANC was doi ng, that
type of -- that's why | just put it out there.

| don't know what the Licensee's position
I's, whether or not they're speaking to both parties.

| was just putting the G oup of Five or Mdre on
notice what the state of the lawis, okay?

MR. MARSHALL: Under st ood.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. This
matter, then, is scheduled for a protest hearing
on Cctober -- sorry, the year just started, and |I'm
already in Cctober -- February 4th, 2026, at 1:30
p. M

| know that | just reviewed the protest
heari ng process wth you, M. Marshall.

M. Ardebili, are you famliar with the
process? Did you hear what was read earlier on the
record this norning?

MR ARDEBILI: | heard, thank you. Just
as a clarification, it's 90 m nutes maxi mrumfor the
Wi t nesses, you were saying, for each side?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You have for the
entire -- all right. In this particular case,
because there are two Protestants, the two

Protestants have to decide. The only difference

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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10
with this case is that the two Protestants have to
deci de who's going to represent the Protestants at

t he heari ng.

So therefore, if this matter goes forward,
you and the ANC have to determ ne who's going to
| ead, who's going to represent the Protestants.

And also in this particular case, because
there's nore than one protestant, if you require
additional tinme and additional wtnesses, you can
file a notion with the Board to say that, because
there's nore than one protestant, we require to have
X-amount of wi tnesses and this amount of tinme. You
can file that notion with the Board, and the Board
will review the notion and grant or deny the notion.

If you file a notion, please provide a copy
of it to M. Mxon for his coments. The Board is
not going to make a ruling on the notion until you
have provided the Applicant a reasonabl e period of
time to respond, okay?

Currently, you have an hour and a half or
-- let me read this because -- yes, 90 mnutes to
present your case.

| know that | was reading instructions.

And when | | ooked at the information that actually

went to the parties, it was different fromwhat |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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was readi ng, but ny instruction says an hour and
a half and five witnesses. So, that's what really
counts.

If that's enough tinme and if the five
wWitnesses is fine, that is fine. |If you require
nore, file a notion to the Board aski ng.

| just also want to rem nd you, if this
matter goes to a hearing, both the Protestants and
the ANC, they have to jointly decide who's going
to represent the parties at the hearing because
we're not going to have two cases.

So, we're not going to have the
Protestants' case, we're not going to have the ANC
case, and we're not going to have a G oup of Five
or More case. W' re having one case with one
representative, okay?

Any questions?

MR SILVERSTEIN. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Does everyone
understand the process? Any questions?

You | ook like you have a question. Ask

all the questions you wish to ask because | don't

11

want to go to protest hearing and you say you didn't

understand or | didn't tell you.

So, this is an opportunity. \Watever
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guestions you have,

12

pl ease ask.

woul d just email it to ABCA Legal

MR, ARDEBI LI: Ckay, thank you. Yes,
this is nore on behalf of the ANC. In terns of
addi tional comments that the ANC nmay have, they

and the Applicant?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: What do you nean

What do you nean comment s?

Li ke 25-6009,

t he ANC

the I nstructions,

have t he heari ng.

So,

be presented in your
it on the record.
So,

comrents right now,

comment s?

MR ARDEBI LI
coment s,
or anyt hi ng.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wel |,

t hey have to be noved into evidence.

t hen when you do your

If they want to submt a recomendati on

as | read in

any comments that are submtted,

They have to

be noved into evidence at the hearing and that we

if the ANC wants to wite comrents,

PI P, those comments need to

Pl P and soneone needs to put

if the ANC was just to send in sone

if those comments are not nobved

into evidence at the hearing,
of the record.
record, okay?

Al right.

Hol d on one m nut e,

then it's not a part

It's not going to be a part of the

pl ease.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Hold on. | just did sonething. Hold on, please.
| don't know what | did. Hold on one m nute.
Ckay, go ahead, yes.

So, that's what |I'm saying. Whatever
comments, if they're not a part of your PIP and if
a notion is not raised at the hearing to nove it
i nto evidence, those comments will not be part of
the official record. The Board will not consider
comrents that are not a part of the official record
at the hearing, okay?

MR ARDEBI LI: Ckay.

MR, SILVERSTEIN. Thank you.

MR, MARSHALL: My | ask --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, M. Marshall.

MR. MARSHALL: [If the Conm ssion and the
Party of Five are in agreenent, | know only one body
gets to be a party in the protest. Can we do it
in ajoint manner, in sone way, where it's
desi gnat ed?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, you can do it
inajoint manner. |f you're presenting your case,
for exanple, say if you want to do the opening, M.
Marshal |, and M. Ardebili wants to question the
W t nesses, you can break it up that way.

It's only going to be one person who is

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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14
going to ask questions to a wtness, but you could
designate who is going to do what to what w tness,
who is going to do the opening and who is going to
do the closing, who is going to ask questions.

So, you can designate how you're going to
present your case. |'mjust not going to have two
peopl e cross-exam ne the sane W tness.

MR MARSHALL: G eat.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her
guestions?

As | said, | prefer questions being asked
at this stage than folks to say when we have the
hearing, | didn't understand because you didn't
explain to ne that | needed to do this. So, | don't
have a problemwi th the parties asking as nmany
guestions as possi bl e here.

Ckay. If there are no other questions,
| wll see you guys, then, on February 4th at 1:30
p.m Al right, have a great day. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 11:06 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that 1| am neither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.

Weohaed Weirea

M chael Morris
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