ABC /A conmevis administration

DC’s Changing
Cannabis Landscape:
Conditional Licenses

and Social Equity

September 29, 2025

ABCA's Medical Cannabis Program
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Anna Ray

Cannabis Licensing
Program Specialist

202-442-6958

Alcoholic Beverage and
Cannabis Administration

Sarah Weniger

Community Resource
Officer

202-397-3971


mailto:Sarah.Weniger@dc.gov
mailto:Anna.Ray2@dc.gov

AGENCY, PROGRAM OVERVIEW

* The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration (ABCA) is an independent agency within
DC Government charged with supporting the public’s health, safety, and welfare through the
control and regulation of the sale and distribution of alcohol and medical cannabis. ABCA
operates under the authority of the Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis (ABC) Board.

 ABCA s responsible for issuing patient and caregiver registrations and medical cannabis
business licenses, tracking medical cannabis products from seed to sale, and enforcing DC
alcohol and medical cannabis laws and regulations.
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* ABCA offers six (6) medical cannabis business licenses, including Courier, Cultivation
Center, Internet Retailer, Manufacturer, Retailer, Testing Laboratory, and one (1) medical
cannabis business permit for a Certification Training Provider.
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Open
Application
Periods

ABCA only accepts medical
cannabis business license

applications during specific,
publicly announced periods.
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No new open application
periods are planned.

4 ABC Alcoholic Beverage and
/A Cannabis Administration

START/END DATES

LICENSE TYPES

ELIGIBLITY

April 13, 2023- Manufacturer Licensed Cultivation Centers
May 1, 2024

May 1, 2023- Cultivation Center, Manufacturer, |Licensed Operators—All
May 1, 2024 Retailer

May 1, 2023- Courier, Cultivation Social Equity Applicants
June 30, 2023 Center, Manufacturer

August 29, 2023-
October 30, 2023

Courier, Cultivation
Center, Manufacturer

Standard and Social
Equity Applicants

November 1, 2023-
January 29, 2024

Cultivation Center,
Internet Retailer, and Retailer

Unlicensed Operators

March 1, 2024-April 30,
2024

Internet Retailer, Retailer

Social Equity Applicants

July 1, 2024-August 29,
2024

Internet Retailer, Retailer

Non-Social Equity Applicants
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CONDITIONAL LICENSES
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* Conditional licenses provide a license to applicants without a proposed location

* Conditional license holders are valid for two years from Board approval (changed as of
November 2024)

* Conditional license holders have to submit a complete standard application with a location
during this timeframe

Alcoholic Beverage and

* Checklists and instructions are provided in the ABCA camabis scminiciroson
and On ABCA’S MEDICAL CANNABIS BUSINESS CONDITIONAL LICENSE APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Listed below are the documents required to be submitted with a medical cannabis business license application packet.
Please note that all documents on the checklist must be provided at time of submission and incomplete applications
will not be accepted by the Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration.

Applicants are strongly to review their ighly prior to
o Medical Cannabis License Application

o Trade Name Registration
Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection (DLCP) - Visit dicp.dc.aov/node/1619191

o Certificate of Good Standing for the Corporation
Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection (DLCP) - Visit corponline.dlcp.de.gov

o Clean Hands Certification for the business and all owners
Certification is issued by the District’s Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR). - Visit mytax.dc.gov.

o Medical Cannabis Acknowledgment and Attestation Form

o Medical Cannabis Social Equity Declaration Form

o Social Equity Applicant Attestation Statement (if applying as a Social Equity Applicant)
o Medical Cannabis Certified Business Enterprise (CBE) Declaration Form

o Annual Personal Net Income Attestation Form (if applying as a Medical Cannabis CBE)

6 ABC Alcoholic Beverage and
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https://abca.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/abra/publication/attachments/General%20MC%20License%20Application.pdf
https://abca.dc.gov/publication/medical-cannabis-business-license-and-endorsement-application-and-instructions#gsc.tab=0

CONDITIONAL LICENSES
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* Approved Conditional license retailer applicants will be required to undergo a 45-calendar-day
public comment period after their permanent medical cannabis facility license application with
a proposed location is filed

* Conditional license holders have to submit a complete standard application, with a proposed
location, during this two-year timeframe

* A complete standard application must also include (1) a lease or similar documentation, (2) a
security plan, (3) a certificate of occupancy, and (4) any fees owed to ABCA

Alcoholic Beverage and
7 ABC//\ Cannabis Administration
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CONDITIONAL LICENSE FEES

Conditional License Type Applicant Fee Approval Fee Total Due
Conditional Cultivation Center, Manufacturer, Retailer, Internet Retailer or Courier-Standard Applicant $800 $1,200 $2,000
Conditional-Cultivation Center, Manufacturer, Retailer, Internet Retailer or Courier-Social Equity Applicant $200 $300 $500
(SEA)
(Social equity fees are reduced for the first 3 years of operation)
Conditional Testing Laboratory Standard Applicant S0 $1,200 $1,200
Conditional Testing Laboratory Social Equity Applicant S0 $300 $300

ABC Alcoholic Beverage and
/M Cannabis Administration
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Social Equity
Licenses
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SOCIAL EQUITY LICENSES
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* 50 percent of all new medical cannabis business licenses, except for Testing Laboratory
licenses, are reserved for social equity applicants.

* To qualify as a social equity applicant, parties must meet two (2) or more of the three (3) criteria

o Parties must have at least one (1) owner who is a DC resident, individually or collectively owns at least
50% of the business, and is/has:

* Areturning citizen.

* Married to or in a civil union, has a child, or is the child of a person or has a non-parent legal
guardian, or a grandparent or a sibling who is or has been arrested, convicted, or incarcerated in
DC orin any other jurisdiction for a cannabis or drug-related offense.

* Anincome that does not exceed 150 percent of the median family income as set forth by US
HUD, adjusted for household size, at the time of application submission.

Alcoholic Beverage and
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SOCIAL EQUITY LICENSES
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* Application fees and annual license fees are reduced by 75% for social equity applicants for the
first three (3) years

* The annual fee for the first year will be prorated based upon the amount of time remaining in the
licensing period

* The 75% fee reduction does not apply to requests for a delivery endorsement, education tasting
endorsement, safe-use treatment facility endorsement, or summer garden endorsement

Alcoholic Beverage and
11 ABC//\ Cannabis Administration
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Requirements
for filing an
application
with a Location

A conditional social equity
applicant who files a standard
application with a location
before December 17, 2024, for
a retailer or internet retailer
license is not permitted to be
located in a residential district or
within 300 feet of a preschool,
primary or secondary school, or
recreation center operated by
Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR).

ABC/\ Alcoholic Beverage and
/M Cannabis Administration
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Requirements
for filing an
application
with a Location

A conditional social equity
applicant who files a standard
application with a location for a
retailer or internet retailer
license on or after December
17, 2024, is not permitted to be
located in a residential district or
within 400 feet of a preschool,
primary or secondary school, or
recreation center operated by
DPR.

ABC/\ Alcoholic Beverage and
/M Cannabis Administration
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Requirements
for filing an
application
with a Location

Ward 1
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A conditional social equity
applicant who files a standard
application with a location for a
retailer license is also not
permitted to be located within
400 feet of another licensed v
medical cannabis retailer. |

LR

Alcoholic Beverage and
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Requirements
for filing an
application
with a Location

The 400-foot distance
prohibition from a school or
recreation center operated by
DPR does not apply to standard
applications for a cultivation
center, manufacturer, courier, or w
testing laboratory license. ’

Ward 1
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MAINTAINING SOCIAL EQUITY
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* Conditional licenses held by social equity and standard applicants are NOT permitted to be sold
or transferred to a new owner

* Social Equity conditional license holders can request to add or replace owners with their
standard application with a location provided the social equity applicant maintains at least
50.1% ownership

* In the event that the social equity applicant’s standard application with a location is withdrawn
or denied, ownership in the license remains with the original conditional license holder

Alcoholic Beverage and
16 ABC//\ Cannabis Administration






STIPULATED LICENSES
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* Applicants for a retailer license undergoing a 45-day public comment period are not permitted to
order, sell, or deliver medical cannabis products unless they obtain a stipulated license

* An application for a stipulated license must include written correspondence from the ANC
stating that the full-body ANC has voted at a duly-noticed meeting with a quorum present either
supporting or not objecting to the issuance of a stipulated license

* An applicant operating under a stipulated license must stop selling or delivering medical
cannabis if a protest s filed and deemed valid at a Roll Call Hearing

* The one-time cost of a stipulated license is $100.00
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Cannabis Administration

Office Use Onl

by ABC Board

STIPULATED LICENSE APPLICATION

This application must be completed by applicants requesting to start business operations prior to an
alcohol license being approved and issued by the ABC Board. Signatories must be the individual if a sole
proprietor; each partner if a partnership; president or vice president if a corporation; and each managing
member if an LLC

Requesting Stipulated = :

o oo O Newlicense | O Sidewalk Cafe | SummerGarden | Entertainmen! t
‘:l Transfer to \:] Class Change D Occupancy O other

(Check all that apply) New Location Change

Entity Name Trade Name

License No. License Class/Type

Alcoholic Beverage and
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Placarding

Protesting
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/A Cannabis Administration



PLACARDING FOR STANDARD LICENSE

* Retailer applications with a proposed location are subject to a 45-day public comment period
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* Notice of new retailer license applications are provided to any affected ANC located within 600
feet and the councilmember representing the ward where the retailer will be located

 Cultivation center, manufacturer, testing laboratory, courier, and internet retailer applications are
not subject to the placarding or protest process

Alcoholic Beverage and
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WHO CAN PROTEST A PLACARDED
RETAILER APPLICATION
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* A property owner or commercial tenant whose property abuts or is located directly across the
street from where the retailer will be located

* A daycare center located within 400 feet of where the retailer will be located

* Any affected Advisory Neighborhood Commission

Alcoholic Beverage and
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GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

* An applicant’s violation(s) of the District’s medical cannabis laws
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* An applicant’s violation(s) of civil law that is directly related to the operation of the retailer

* Vehicular and pedestrian safety

Alcoholic Beverage and
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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS

* Applicants for a cannabis business license may sign a settlement agreement at any point during
the application or protest process
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* Signed settlement agreements must be submitted to the ABC Board for review and approval

* Settlement agreement terms must be consistent with the District’s medical cannabis laws and
regulations

Alcoholic Beverage and
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WHO TO CONTACT

* Licensing specialists are available to process registrations and respond to inquiries from 8:30 a.m.-4:00
p.m., Monday-Friday. Office closures are noticed to the public on ABCA’s website: abca.dc.gov.

JOBJUOD O} OYAN

* Email| abca.cannabislicensing@dc.gov (Preferred)

* Phone|202.442.4423

* |n-Person/Mail |
Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration
899 North Capitol Street, NE
Suite 4200-A (Medical Cannabis Division)
Washington, DC 20002

ABC/\ Alcoholic Beverage and
/A Cannabis Administration
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ABC Alcoholic Beverage and
/N Cannabis Administration

Questions?

899 North Capitol Street, NE, Sign Up for Email Updates
Medical Cannabis: Suite 4200-A
Washington, DC 20002
Phone: (202) 442-4423

@ myABCAdc ® DCGov_ABCA


https://abca.dc.gov/service/sign-email-updates#gsc.tab=0
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