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• ABRA | Agency Overview

• DOEE | Agency Overview
• DOEE | Anacostia River Clean Up and Protection Act
• DOEE | Food Service Ware Requirements
• DOEE | Zero Waste Omnibus Act of 2020

• Q&A
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AGENDA 



• The Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) is an 
independent agency within DC Government charged with supporting the 
public’s health, safety and welfare through the control and regulation of 
the sale and distribution of alcohol and medical cannabis. 

• ABRA operates under the authority of the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) Board, made up of seven (7) DC residents nominated by the Mayor 
and confirmed by the DC Council. Donovan Anderson is the current ABC 
Board Chairperson.
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ABRA OVERVIEW



Implementation of the 
District’s Food Service Ware 
and Bag Law Requirements

Kyaira Ware

Environmental Protection Specialist 



@DOEE_DC

Requirements apply to:
• All District retailers that sell food or alcohol

– Restaurants
– Bars
– Liquor stores 
– Grocery stores 

• Requirements apply at all times 
– Festivals 
– To-go orders 
– Catering 



@DOEE_DC

ANACOSTIA RIVER CLEAN UP & PROTECTION ACT 
(“BAG LAW”)

• All District retailers that sell food or 
alcohol must charge a 5¢ fee for each 
paper or plastic disposable bag provided to 
customers at the point of sale. The 5 cent 
fee must be listed as a separate line item 
on the receipt. 

• Businesses must remit bag fee collections 
to the Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR) on 
their Sales and Use tax return FR-800 by 
filing at MyTax.DC.gov.

– Businesses must remit 4/5 cents to the 
OTR.

– If a bag rebate program exists, 
businesses may only remit 3/5 cents to 
OTR. 

• Restaurants with seating are not required 
to charge the 5-cent fee if they provide 
paper bags to customers. 

https://mytax.dc.gov/_/


Food Service Ware Requirements

The District’s food service ware requirements consist of four parts: 

• A ban on single-use plastic straws/stirrers 

• Foam Ban: Food service ware, storage containers, and packing 
materials made from expanded polystyrene, commonly known 
as foam, are banned from use or retail sale in the District.

• **Food Service Ware Material Requirements: District restaurants 
and other food-serving institutions must only use food service 
ware determined to be compostable or recyclable to serve 
consumers. 

• **[NEW!] Utensils By Request: District food-serving entities and 
third-party food ordering platforms must only provide disposable 
utensils and other small items if first requested by the customer.

@DOEE_DC



Food Service Ware Requirements

• Applies to all entities 
that sell or provide food 
or beverages.

• All food service products 
must be recyclable or 
compostable, except for:
• Items under 2x2”**
• Plastic film and wrap

• Common items that are 
now banned include:
• Mixed-material bags 

(plastic windows)
• Foil/paper mix wraps
• **Single-use plastic 

straws and stirrers
• Foam

@DOEE_DC



@DOEE_DC

ZERO WASTE OMNIBUS ACT OF 2020
Utensils By Request

• The Utensils etc. by Request requirement has 2 parts;

• Effective January 1, 2022, all District restaurants, and food-serving 
entities are prohibited from automatically including small disposable 
food service items in customer orders. Entities must keep small 
disposable items either:

– Behind the counter to give to customers who request them or
– In a self-service area for customers to take on their own

• The new requirements apply to in-person, online, and mobile orders.

• Third-party food ordering platforms and delivery apps (Uber Eats, 
Grub Hub, etc) must update platforms so that customers can 
affirmatively request disposable items for their order.



What if I’m having trouble finding 
compliant products? 

@DOEE_DC



Troubleshooting

@DOEE_DC

• Be proactive! 
– Fines for non-compliance start at $100 per 

regulated item

• Check out our list of compliant food service 
ware products at:
– https://doee.dc.gov/foodserviceware
– We highly encourage the use of reusable 

products! 

• Talk to us

https://doee.dc.gov/foodserviceware


@DOEE_DC

Questions and Comments?

Kyaira Ware 
Kyaira.ware@dc.gov
(202) 815-4112
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